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INTRODUCTION. 



During a residence of many years in the upper Pro- 
vinces of India, I had devoted much of my leisure to 
certain investigations of an Historical nature, connected 
with the period when the celebrated Nader Shah, Mo- 
narch of Persia, succeeded in the most gigantic of his 
Xmdertakings, aiui acquired, for a time, military possession 
of the noble and veherable Capital of the Moghul Em- 
pire. In pursuit of this object, I had sedulously collected 
all the 9f SS. anri other pap^« wifhitt my reach, that pro- 
mised to bear upon the subject ; and appfied aiuch imfT 
and labour, ofleft indeed to very little purpose, in ascer- 
taining their eqpitents. 

One monung, in the burning mont^ of April, afler a 
night ren^r^d sleepless by keati and by speculatiKis on 
my favourite subject^ I r««olved to dev#e the following 
day to the «Kamiftatio]i of t laige ch^st of old p^ers, 
which had lately c^ome ii^to my possession by the kindness 
of a native friend, and amoH^ which I had reason to ex-'* 
pect some valuable tracts for my purpose. 

An early breakfast was over ; Ae wett-watered tatties* 
were appned to 4he windows, and dfefused tiu'ough the 
apartment a cool and fragrant atmosphere, which, as well 
as the grateful twilight they occasioned, was most comr 
ft^rtably conttftsted with the white heat and roar of the 
fierce hot. wind without. Every sound was hushed, but 
the naise of that wind, aod the wi]^, sweet, melancholy 

4* 

, 

* Most readers, perhaps, already Idiowy Uiat tatties are frames of 
bamboo coveaed with the roots of a swoet-sneUing gnss* which bemg 
a|(>lied to the windows, and kept constantly wet, preserve, by the era- 
poratioD caused bj^fiMir hot wmd, a grateful coolness. They are used 
orer most of Ifl|iia. 
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chant.of the watofirdrawer, cheering his bullocks, as thej 
raised the loaded water-skin from the deep well close by, 
and the occasional bubbling of my own hookah, which had 
just been furnished with another chillum.* Every thing 
about me was arranged after the most approved style of 
Indian comfort, or luxury, if you will ; the great chest of 
papers was placed beside me, and by it, upon a low stool, 
sat my worthy — old IWoonshee, with his long white beard ^ 
his huge green turban, and his old-fashioned, black-rimmed 
spectacles, just perched on the tip of his nose — peering, 
slowly, carefully, as if he was handling cobwebs, into the 
ample but confused contents of the anqient repository. 

I .soon got hold of a promising volume, written in a fine 
bold Niskhee hand, while tiie Moonshee continued dip- 
ing into each separate MS. as it came to hand, and now 
and ,then recommending one to my attention by an 
emphatic nod. He stumbled, at length, ij^on a small 
thick volume, written fh a neat close httid, which seem- 
ed particuMrly to arrest his attention. He turned more 
towards the light, carefully examined the title and an- 
nunciation of the MS. — read a few sentences — took ofl* 
his glasses deliberately, wiped and replaced them; and 
then settling himself more firmly on his seat, recommen- 
ced his examination. Present% a «mile stole over his 
old withered face ; he nodded his head several times, and 
then looked sideways at me, as if uncertain whether he 
should interrupt me or not. *' What have you got there, 
Meer Allum-jee ?" said I, at last attracted by Jbis msuiner 
— " is there any thing in that volume likely to be of use?'* 
"I cannot tell that. Sir," replied he ;—*i probably not ; — 
but it seems to be a curious work, and one which, in my 
humble betief, would amuse many of the Sahib Log,f 
(European gentlemen.) It ^m^pears to be the history, oi* 
memoirs, of a person who lived about the period in whidi 
you are interested ; l^t I cannot yet say whethei^ it is 

* The piece of earUienware on which the tobacco & placed in the 
hpokah, is called the chilliim — ^' a freA chiUum," therefoce, ia equira- 
lent to " a fresh pipe." 

t The common appellation gir^n to £ngliah*^eiftletfiea 19 India"— 
literally, "fAe<7cn««/oifc." t-. 
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Hkely to answer any purpose to you. I will inifuire far- 
ther, and report to master.'' 

The continued examination of the volume appeared to 
increase the old Moonshee's delight; his countenance^ 
became more animatefi as he proceed ed> and several hal^ 
suppressed exclamations escaped him. At last, turning 
to me, he said, V I betieve this book will not be disagree* 
aMe to master : and if he permits it, his servant will read 
him a few pages.'' — ^' By aU means, Meer AUum^" replied 
I ; for I had by that time discovered that the volume which 
had occupied me was of little ^ value. ^' Let us have a 
fresh chilluin, and I shall be happy to learn what it is that 
has so strongly attracted your gravity." 

Meer AJlum had not proceeded through many pages, 
before my curiosity was as fully awakened as he could 
have desired ; I took the book from him, that I. mighCex- 
amine it with attention, and as he had predicted, was soon 
deeply interested in its contents. I foimd that it con- 
tained the memoirs of a^ man who had been contempo- 
rary with and*in the service of Nader Shah ; and, although 
it did not appear greatly calculated to promote the object 
of my inquiries, as I read I became impressed with the 
belief that, if it could be translated and put' into a Iktijig 
dress, it might j»erve, in no unpleasing way, to convey a 
description of the manners pf the age and country in which 
the writer had spent his Ufe. 

Full of tins idea I resolved to attempt a translation of 
the MS. ; but, upon trial, I found it a much more diiOicult 
task than I had anticipated. Every language has its pe- 
cuUar idiom, which seldom can be happily rendered into 
another tongue ; and this is peculiarly the case with Per- 
'sian ; the spirit of which, figurative and periphrastic in a 
high , degree^ hardly admits of beii^ transfused into Eng^ 
Ush. ^ 

I found also, that the author was apt to dwell too much 
upon subjects ^rhich, however interesting to himself, were 
not likely to prove so to others, yet which were so inti- 
mately connected with some of the leading events which 
it narrated, that i$ ivas very difficult to reject or abridge 
them. There was much of repetition and sameness o4' 
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narr^OD!', and freques^ly^ coarseness of e^ession — a 
fault to6 commoa wkh the autiior's countrymen; — ^all of 
which it was absolutely necessary to get rid of, if possi- 
ble, without destroying the thread or spirit of the story. 

It cost me great labour to translate^ and cut out as it 
were firom the block, the portion now submitted to public 
judgment : — ^but ailer all my pains, I found Ihat much re- 
mained to bedone, in'order to render the work in any de- 
gree tolerable to European readeris. The figurative, and 
oflen obscure oriental style, would still hang around the 
translation, embarrassing it with d^ number of phrases and 
terms which seemed important to the truth and spirit of 
the narrative, yet which would be unintelligible to the 
majority of English readers without nambeness notes. 
These it was necessary to reduce as much as possible ; 
and*, after no small consideration, I resolved on sacrificing 
a part of th& object I had in retaining them, to the more 
important one of rendering the style easy and intelligible. 
A slight degree of oriental toi^e has still been preserved, 
as being essential to the true colouring of eastern scene- 
ry ; but pains have been taken, both-in description and in 
dialogue, to adopt a language that may sound as little 
strange or uncouth as possible to European ears. 

In justice to the author, however, it is right to mention, 
that his early education among the rude tribes of the De- 
sert, and the use he continued to make of the Toork^e 
tongue, which is by far more simple in its phraseology 
than the Persian, have given even to his Persian compo- 
sition, a degree of simplicity and freedom, uncommon 
among writers of that country, aind which has, in no small 
degree, lightened the task of translation. 

Afler all, I found that it was impossible to make the 
work generally intelligible without some notes. Even 
after the strictest purgation, there were many phrases and 
expressions necess^ly retained, and some customs -al- 
luded to, which required such explanatoiy notices ; but 
pains have been taken to limit their number and extent, so 
that I hope they may not be found altogether obnoxious. 

It may, very possibly, be thought by laany that the sys- 
tem of curtailment has by no means been carried far 
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enos^fa, ^6iid tebfeetioiis in%y he tdken, by iho$e who read 
for mere amusement, to the extent of historical matter 
which has been admitted, and the frequent occurrence of 
martial and Bai^uiiEtary narrations. T6 this I can oidy 
reply, that the intimate connesdoa^which subsisted between 
ray hero and the clnef whose fartunes he followed, involved 
of necessity a considerable share of the first; idrich more- 
over promised not to be uninteresltingf as it afforded the 
means of displayuig 8<Mnewhat of the character and dis- 
position of Jke celebrated conqcieror, developed to :the 
eye of an associate high in his favour. With' regard to 
the last it may be remarked, that war and bloodshed must 
naturally form prominent features in the history of an ad- 
venturer who was bom and lived amcmg a rude and turbu- 
lent people, divided into a multitude of tribes and dis- 
trictS) at continual variance with each other, and often 
under a very unsettled, government. 

Nevertheless, attention has not been spared to vary 
these passages, and to relieve them by the introduction 
of matter more suited to the taste of general readers. 
To effect this, liberties in construction and arrangement, 
though not in matter-of-fact, have sometimes been taken 
with the original, and the translator has occasionally been 
forced to use his own form of narrative instead of that of 
the author. Much labour has thus been bestowed, — which 
may be compared with the subterraneous works in a great 
city, conducing to the general comfort, but not meeting 
the eye. How far such labour may have been: successful, 
or even well bestowed, the public alone can deterihine. 
It may be the opinion of some, that the work might fully 
as well have been permitted to test undisturbed in the dust 
and cobwebs of my friend the Meerza's chest ; but if, on 
the contrary, it should have the good fortune to beguile 
others of its readers of a few tedious hours, or inspire in 
any of them a desire to become better acquainted with a 
portion of the world which for many years past has occu- 
pied too little the attention of the British public, the la- 
bour of its translator will have been repaid, and his most 
sanguine hopes realized. Whether these labours shall 
ever be resumed, must depend on the reception vouch- 
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safed by the public to tbis first portion of the '-^ KuzziU 
hash.''* 

* The word Kuszilbasb, which is Tarkbhy^signifieB '^ Red-heml,''^ and 
was an appellation originally given by Shah Ismael the first, to seven 
tribes which were united and firmly bound to defend their king and the 
Sheah faith against all etaemies and aggreasora. — ( Vide Malcolm's His- 
tory of Persia, vol. L page 502.) These tribes wore a red c«p as a 
distinguishing mark, which afterwards became the military head-dress 
of the Persian troops — ^hence, the term Kuzzflbash is used to express a 
Persian soldier, and often, paiticularly among the Toorkomans and 
Oozbecks, is applied as a national designation to the people in genera). 



Adventures 

PT A 

KUZZIIiBASH^ 



CHAPTER I. 

In the name of the most merciful God, &c> &rG. Be 
^ho by virtue of his own ejqierience teaches unthinking 
youth to avoid the snares which beset the path of hfe, is 
like a pilot to the frail bark in a^ tempestuous sea. ^^ Such 
a man," saith the sage, ^^ ranks next to a^ prophet." My 
beard iis now white with the snow of age, my eyes are dim, 
and my arms have lost (he vigour of youth : but the wisdom 
bought by many perils, may avail to warn the unwary ftoni 
the snares of destrjLiction, and teach them how to pluck 
the rose of safety from among the rude thorns of danger. 

The counsels of a wise and valued friend, induced me 
to accustom myself, from an early age to commit to writing 
an account of such remarjcable occurrences as fell undei:- 
my observation from time to time ; and although the prac- 
tice was frequently interrupted by indolence, or suspended 
from want of leisure, it yet became ihe means of fixing 
passing events upon the tablet of my memory, and ehabled 
me to amuse the friends' of ray latter years, with the tales' 
of days long since gone by. The resolution, however, 
which produced this detailed account of my life -and ad- 
ventures, did not originate entirely with myself. 

It was afler a conversation with the sage Meerza Han- 
eefab, the profound MooUah Hoossain, and the witty, but 
Barcastic WuUee Khan, in which the subject of my early 
adventures bad been discussed, when the free interchange 
of sentunent had excited our imaginations, and the confi- 
dence of friendship ksA expanded our hearts, tb«l Meerza 
Haneefah exclaimed" By the head of the Prij^et! Is- 
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mael Khan, you who have witnessed so vast a portion of 
what passes hi this changing worl<| ;' Who have been a great 
traveller and a valiant soldier, Ifod whose aeqiiaintance with 
men and things has been so great ai;^ so very extensive, 
ought not to allow your experience! to be lost. You might 
\vrite a- history of youf own timet, and of ypur personal 
adventures^ which would not yield in interest to the delight- 
ful romance of YussufTand ^uleika, or the tale of Ferhaud 
and Shif0eng^s related by Uie poets, while it would possess 
the superior excellence of reality and truth." 

" Excellent, indeed !" cried WuUee" Khan ; " the con- 
duct and character of our friend Ismael Khan have, no 
doubt, been dt all times sO immaculate, that they may serve 
as models lor the imitation of oUr yootli, as a light to guide 
them in the narrow path of truth/ virtue, and teqcipe- 
tance V? ' 

' ^^ And is the beacon which warns < the gallant vessel of 
the hidden dl^ifigers in its tvacfk, of no value to the young 
adventurer on the stwmy ocean of life ?" demanded Mool- 
lab Hoossain, gravely; >^afnd might not the narrative of 
such a life ^answer this purpose, and teach them to avoid 
the errors which so nearly proved. ^talto our Mend, and 
whicfi ^aily effect the ruin of thousands .?" 

" My good friends," replied I, " 1 have not the vanity to 
think that the events of iny lill^ are so uncommon as to 
aflTord the amusement, c<r so insitrtictrve as to produce, by 
their relation, Hhe good efibcts., you would suggest." 

'* Yoo are mistaken,'* rejoined Moollah Hoossain ; " real 

-events thus related, like the fables of Lokman, illustrate 

the truth of sage doctrines, atid fix amoral on the (Bind of 

youth more enduring than a;ll the wise^ but dull, lessons of 

our Most orthodox teachers." 

" Yes; yes ! riiost profound and judicious Moollah," re- 
sumed Wuhee Khan ; ^^ the retd ment^ which our friend 
would h&ve to delate for tbe instraction and improvement 
ef the rising ^enerati^m, must, ii# doubt, be quite of a d^- 
$cription to ifAprees lessons c^ mr^x^ on tbeir minds ; fit, 
no doubt, to be studied along wiiii tbe precepts of th^ 
moral ^aadl, or the ek^nt and captivating talfp of Ul 
iooitiees Wj^r^istan l-^Whatt indeed could be more im- 
9^om$^ thaa &e narrative of a sticc^mon ^f atrocitieB ; 
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t^t war and plunder ; ofvrobbeiy mnd murder ;.af villages 
destroyed and Wom^n ravishe^d,: — ^^ narration, in shorty of 
that rieckless, heartless life which we Persians always iead 
in troublesome time^, and which we ai:e- at all times too 
prone to. I have been^as bad i^s-siny.ope diys^f) but age, 
and some years of quiet, have brought me better thoughts ; 
r^I do not desire to see.Q^y children, run in their father's 
early steps ; and their proud yoUng spirits,. all agog for ad- 
vejiture, would be finely ajBi on fire by such a wild narrative 
as Ismael tChan would have to give them." , ' 

** Barekiliah !* Khan," cried I, eomewhiait nettled 4it thi? 
account of myself, ^^ you tfiake me out to be a fine -fellow 
indeed l^-^a robber and a laurderer, a ravisher of women, 
apd a plunderer of villages^ ! ]^ay your favour Increase ! 
I am eser your obliged slave^.r-^But permit me to repr^^sent 
to your superior virtue,, tjilat, although^ in the beat and fer^ 
vol* of youth^ I have undoubtedly committed many acts of 
which I am now. ashamed, yet a fair apd just account of 
jxiy life would not, I flatter myself, be deficient in the ipeans 
of proving th^t I could occasipnally remember the precept^ 
of our holy faith, and could' exercise discretion, seif-denia!, 
and charity." 

'* We have abundant proof of that already, my friend,'' 
observed Meerza Haneefah } -^\ the anecdotes you have 
already related, which accord'with the character you have 
gained among us here, sufficiently declare, that if you 
have oilen erred, you have also frequently shone as a pat- 
tern of integrity and praiseworthy foi:bearance : besides, 
the misery in whicb you sometimes were involved from 
misconduct, afibrds a valuable moral lesson. I am, in 
short, decidedly of opinion, that the work we have sug- 
gested would do greatly more good than harm : the well- 
disposed would certainly profit by it, while those who arc 
inclined to evil, if they are pot amended, will not be made 
worse by the perusal. As the ppet welL observes — ^ The 
bee will suck honey from the most noisome weeds ; but 
feed the snake on peaches and pomegranates, and lull it to 
sleep in a rose-bed, it will still.produce npthing but poison.' '' 

* A Persian exclamatidnincQnstant colloquial use, literally ngnifying 
"Good God r^ "Praiaebeto God!" butgeneratlyudcdas "WelldoneV* 
" Excellent i" &c., in English. 
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Little more Wftssaid at this time, but the conversation 
sunk deep in my remembrance : in truth it ^ave consist- 
ence, if not being,^ to a thought that sometinies had flashed 
across my own . brain^ " Why^'^^ said I ntentally , " should , 
I not do as Meerza Haneelah has suggested ? I am n6t,-it 
is true, a man of letters ; but a plain man may tell a plain 
storyffmd wben my narrative "is completed, my friends* 
$hal^ be made the judges of its value and utility ; not shall 
it see the light if they deem its tendency noxious : — so 
Insh-allah, insh-allah V^_I shall begin." 

During the leisure which 4t was my happiness to enjoy 
for some years, I -accordingly collected such journals and 
papers as I hdd preserved, and which had for the most part 
long lain by forgotten. There were many great intervals, 
but my memory was still good ; and than^ be to Allah ! 
my earthly pilgrimage has been prolonged to see the termi- 
nation ^f my labours^ which I now aSectioniitely address 
to my children and their descendants ; that they, through 
the blessing of Allah, may profit by the example and dear- 
bought experience of their father* 



<)HAPTER ir. 

BIRTH AND FASJBI7TAOE OF THE KVZZIIAISH. 

I WAS born in the* year of the Hegira 1119, (A. D. 
/ / ; ;, 174^ at Khojahdeh, the principal village of Karabulagh, 
/ a small district in the province of Khorasan, situated on 

the skirts of the mountains below Dereguz. My father, 
Moorteza Khan, was a chief of the Turkish tribe of Aff- 
shar, enjoying >n6 Small consideration and power; who 
resided m general in it fortified palace within the walls of 
that village. I can remember that he was a person of 
grave demeanour and warlike aspect, with a noble growth 
of beard, which won my infant admiration, and in .which I 
would twist mv little hands when He took me in his arms 
(aud this he often did,) listening with a smile to my child- 
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jsb prattle; for, though reservod and. even stern. to his 
dependents, he was a ibnd and indulgent paroat.. 

Unlike the. greater nutnber 'of his countrymen, he did 
not iiii his harem with a crowd of womeri;, but contented 
himself with two wives ; of whom my mother, a lady of 
the JaJloyer tribe, was his favourite/ By her . he had four 
children ; the other^ who was a iCoord froth Khabooahao, 
Jiebad two. r 

My Aither was a manof .too determined a character to 
admit, of domestic brawls within his hearing-r^so that these 
two ladies continued to Uve togetlier on very tolerable 
terms. The Koordish lady, whose temper was imperious 
and haughty, frequently sought, it is true, to gain an as- 
cendency not only in the doinestic arrangements, but also 
in my Cither's affections ; but deeply attached ^to my mo- 
. ther (as frequently is the case with persons of very oppo- 
site characters,), he constantly' tesisted these attempts, 
which only Served to plgc'e in' a more amiable light the 
mild and ufiobtrusite sweetness of his favourite ..wife. 

I' was the first fruit ^of their union, although I did not 
make my appearance until nearly three years after it had 
taken place. Few events of consequence come to pass 
in these countries without being preceded by omens of 
good' or evil. To her family at least my. mother's first 
pregnancy was a circumstance of deep interest ; and ac- 
cordingly its. issue wfts made the subject of a dream^ 
whi<?h, as in most cases, left i^ matters in greater aniLiety 
! and doubt than before. 

My mother having fallen asleep one day afler coming 
out of the bath, dreamed thajt- the hour of her delivery was 
come, and that her bed was surrounded by tlie ancient 
females of tjie family, who watched with anxious and im:* 
patient looks, in hopes that the moment of birth should 
cbrrespond with the fortunate minote predicted by a sage 
astrology, who had, been consuit&l-on the occasi(9i :^— 
this coiaocidence, if it took piace, was to insure to the 
child, good fortutie, riches, Und power ; kit any deviation 
was sure to entail upon her oOspring misery and woe, in. 
proportion to certain ooodltipns, ti^iiph, however, were 
left undeckred. 

At length she thought her <:hild was born ; bat abe 

2* 
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never iiad the happiness of beholding it^ — a noise and bus- 
tle arose, the conipany dispersed ana fled in terror, and c 
dark, shadowy form seizing her infant^ disappeared tvith i* 
frpm h^r view, . While^wildly shrieking at her misfortune, 
but unable^ as she thought, to stir from the spot where she 
lay, the vision changedyAnd various scenes of tumuk and 
terror passed before her, in alt of which one formi 
faint . and indistinct indeed, but still the same, was con- 
stantly visible : she felt that it was her son } but when she 
tried to approach him the form vanished, or changed into 
Wild chimeras that mocked . her cries. Her struggles in 
th^e attejiipts at last awoke her, but the impression made 
on her imagination by (his dream was so powerful, that 
she resolved, without 4oss of time, to consult the old and 
learned astrologer of the village, who. for half a century 
had been in the practice of providing its inhabitants with 
Aarms for tbeif different^ ailments, and kicky hours for 
their various undertakings. ^ . 

It happened that this venerable practitioner was not fo 
be found at the time, and the lady, too uneasy to brook 
delay, was about to order search to be . made for some 
other professor of the noble science of astrology^ when 
the sound of a liorn * was heard without, succeeded by a 
voice, deeply and solemnly intonating certain-^f the pray- 
ers and exclaihatipns commonly roared out, rather than 
recited, by dervishes and wandering fakeers. 

Intent as was my mother's mind on reading the page of 
futurity, the arrival of such a personage at such a moment 
seemed to her like an inteiposition of Heaven itself ;-^nor 
was this impression lessened when, upon despatching one 
of her attendants for information regarding the stranger, 
she was met by others hurrying from the outer court to 
tell, that the person who thus announced his arrival was 
IK> other than Roushun-u-deen Sheikh Allee Cahinder,"^ a 
dervish equally celebrated for his profound wisdom, his 
great sanctity, and the mystery connected with bis charac- 
ter apd habits of life. 

* Sheikh ifl a term sigpoiQring " an old man," and is applied, not only 
to heads of tribes, but to men eminent for religion, austerity, and wis- 
dom :— Calunder?,,l>er?i9h©?», Fakirs, are wandering religious beggars 
and fanatics, v 
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^e Sbeikb was believed to be a native of^ India, a land 
fertile in niagicians and necromancers, as well as in saints 
and sages; but though the person and extraordinary attri 
butes of this hoty man were well known ip Persia, anc 
throughout all the east, ad one in all these countries coul< 
give any . account either of his family, the place of W 
birth, his age, or even of the way in which he lived'anu 
TQOved from place to place. Strange tales were told ol 
his age, and of the power he possessed of transporting 
himself to gi^eat distances in an incredibly short time : — 
his appearance was that of a man in the prime of life, yet 
he had been known to speak of periods and events of very 
remote occurrence, as from his own knowledge, so that 
those who heard him were constrained to believe that his 
« mortal span fiad been preternaturally extended. He was 
never seen to. partake either of ttieat or drink, and a com- 
parison of dates betweeil travellers in countries widely dis- 
tant, who each had' met with this eJttraordinary person, 
reduced them to the perplexing dilemma of attributing to 
him the power of ubiquity, or of a miraculously rapid 
locomotion. 

The Sheikh was believed to profess the tenets of that 
sect of religious skeptics called SpolSees ; but the rigid 
austerity -and self-denial of his life, its blameless tenour, 
and jthe power - of his eloquence in the mosques, when 
preaching to the people on the sublitner doctrines of their 
religion, all caused him to be looked upon as a worthy 
pillar of Islamism ;— even the priests and Moollahs of the 
most celebrated shrines,^ though they hated and feared him 
for his extraordinary influence and endowipehts, did not 
dare to deny his claims to supereminent piety. 

But the. Sheikh possessed other and more powerful holds 
on the minds of the people at large. Intimately acquaint- 
ed with the. motions of tbe heavenly- bodies, and their 
powers over and sympathies with the animal and vegetable 
Mrorld$, he was a profound astrologer, he surpassed Aristo- 
tle as a philosopher, and . Avicenna or Hippocrates in me- 
di(ml skill, ,l%e unerring certainty of his predictions, and 
the accuracy with which he decided upon lucky hours apd 
minutes, together with the mystery in which much of his 
life and actions were shrouded, while *hey raised him 



almost to the rank' of a prophet id popular estitnatioti/ 
eaused hinijalso to be regl^rded in some degree as a magt- 
cian^ Hod oqe possessing power over th^ genii and spirits 
of the elements :— rwhat . wonder then, that iaj mother's 
excited ii&agination shoald hail the arrival of sach a per- 
son, at such a moment, as' a specisCl interposition of desti- 
ny ? Mejii of such holy stamp have always free access to 
every part of the household ; and woe to that husband, 
father, or ofHcial, who should in any^way impede the pro- 
gress^ or Oppose the will of Sheikh Allee Calunder ! 

On being informed, by %n attendant, of the pregnant 
lady's wish to see and converse with him, the Sheikh solemn- 
ly, and even moumfiilly^ pronounced hi% bleiteing. ^' Peace 
be with thy lady^ so long as Heaven wills it ! the cares of 
her soul are known to me, ^nd I. come to - soothe them ; 
lead ihe straightway to her presetiee l^' So saying he fol- 
lowed the slave to tery mother^s apartment. , \ 

The Sheikh, it has. already been said, appeared id he a 
man in his prime ; scarce ilid he seem to have numbered 
thirty winters: — his halt, grown to iibmense length and 
thickness, was plated and wreathed around hi^ heiid like a 
lofly turban, and partially sprinkled with ashes'; a few 
feathers of a pheasant, with a branch of the Arabian jas- 
mine, were stuck fancilully on one side ; two full, piercing, 
and deep-seated eyes, blazed from under Ixrows of intense 
thought, above which rose hisbigb and noble forehead ; a 
fmely formed^ and aquiline nose, gave dignity to his face, 
naturally of a graceful ovail, but which how thin and care- 
worn, betokened the austerities of penance and abstinence ; 
a large and handsome beard hung/in i^ndulating curls 
around his cheeks, and half concealed & mouth, whicli 
could ^scinate by the sweetness of its smile, or add terror 
to the dark frown of the brow. - 

The figure of the Sbeikfi was in harmony with his( eoan- 
tenance : lofty, graicejy, and nervous, it bespoke the pow- 
er of the mind that animated, yet seemed to. prey upon it ; 
for his frame -was wasted almost to emaciation. A tat- 
tered mantle, oi various colours, formed but t scanty 
covering to the upper part of his body i a thin strip of 
.cloth was wound around his loins ; the skin dT a 
tiger hung over his shoulders : on his feet be wore (he 



wooden slippers cominon ta dervishes *, and in his hand 
he bore a stick of ebony, with a crooked crutch-like han- 
dle, on which, , when seated in meditation, he couk) rest his 
aroQ, and to which many people attributed much of his 
supposed magical power. 

The^eikh, as he entered the room, at the upper end of 
which my mother was'seated upon a cushion, solemnly utter- 
ed the salutation of peace, in the name of God and his 
prophet ; and seating himself opposite to her, remained 
for more than a minute bending his keen eyes mournfully 
on her countenance. No one ventured to interrupt this 
silence, till the Dervish rhimself at length spoke as follows : 
—r^^ Daughter ! the angels of good and of evil are alike 
the messengers of AH^h^ and both must be received with 
meekness and humility ; learn, then ,^to bend with resigna- 
tion to his will, that the blessings^ which his goodness 
bestows may not elevate thee unduly, nor the sorrow^- he 
permits to assail thee in this vale of' tears, weigh' too hea- 
vily on thy soul. Thou hasi dn^amed a dream, which 
indeed has in part imagined tO: thy sleeping mind the future 
destiny of thyself and of thy oflipring. Thy soi:d shall be 
gladdened by the birth of a^ son, but thy joy shall not 
long $ndure. He will be lost to t^ee before his youthful 
energies have attained.' maturity *, many pei^ils, much of 
adversity and various adventure shall he elxperieni^e, but it 
will be to surmount theni all v for more of good than of 
evil fortune is written on his forehead, and his star shines 
bHghtly though it be environed with many baleful influen- 
ces ! But here the veil is dropt, and Heaven in mercy to 
its creatures, denies the dangerous gratification of perfect 
foreknowledge. Be satisfied then, my. daughter, with the 
promised good fortune of thy. son, and seek no farther to 
pry into faia destiny or thy own : be buIrj^ that, if thou dost, 
evil will result from the attem]rt. My task is now ended, 
and, for the present, thou seest me no more. ' May God 
protect thee !" So saying, the Sheikh arose, and quitted the 
apartment slowly as he bad entered it, leaving all who had 
viritpessed this extraordinary interview too much bewilder- 
ed to think of stoppings or even addressing him : and 
whether the attendants without had held careless watch 
was n^ver known, but none of them observed thci 
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Sheikb quit the fort; or even the riHage, Dor was he heard 
of kny more at (bis period. 

My mother, for some tim^ afler- this evep^v continued $o 
much a prey to anxiety, that her health was much afl^cted ; 
but the representations of ^ her most attached friends, and 
the revival of hope, as the painful- impresi^ons of her 
dream and the Dervish's visit wore off, suceeded in quiet- 
ing her apprehensions. The period of her confinement at 
length arrived, and I was ushered into tbis'wd^d of caF'e 
to the unutterable joy of my mother, j,he happiness of 'my 
father, and the satisfaction of the house in general. 

But the scene' which took place around her during her 
confinement, brought vividly to my mother's recofiection 
her ^painful dream. There were the old women, «8 anx- 
ious in reality as they had been in imagination, about, the 
•propitious moment of the infant's birth ; the deviation 
proved considerable, but under circumstances so equivocal, 
that the most learned of the gossips in tbb ^ science of 
astrology were quite at fault in deciding as to the chances 
of good or evil fortune to the child; and my mother's 
anxiety was so painfully revived, that, forgetting the Der- 
vbh's caution, she determined to consult the village astro- 
loger, and endeavour to extract some Comfort ' from his 
predictions on the subject. 

It was,' however, in vain ; the old man, aftefr calling, to 
his assistance the profoundest problems he was master of, 
declared, that an influence over which he had no power, 
baflled all his attempts, and spread an impenetrable veil 
over my fiiture fate : thus my mother was forced to submit 
^ to a second disappointment. , 

It happened that, after her recovery, when, according to 
custom, she proceeded to the bath, from some accidental 
cause, she was ip^uced to use the village Hummaums, 
instead of the private' ones in her husband's palace. In 
turning down the narrow and retired lane which led to 
these, accompanied by her female attendants, her course 
was arrested by the appearance of a figure in a garb of 
a Dervish, whose lofty figure and commanding voice pro- 
claimed at once the Sheildi Allee Calunder. ^^ Infatuated 
woman !" said he, as the party with one accord stopped,. 
an^ with suspended breath drank in his words : *^ miserable 
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ahd ujibAppy! why didst t^u disregard idy solcsnn 
tKafniog ? Know that thy fatal curiosity has drawn ruin 
upoatl^e I and dearly sbalt thou pay fof thy presumptuous, 
Imt abortive attempt, to penetrate the .secret will of Hea- 
ven !" \ 

For a while the women, all stopified with terror, were 
unable to utter a word I At la^t, my mother, observing 
that the Sheikh was about to retire, summoned force to 
exclaim, ^^ Alas ! holy Derv^, tafciepity on the anxiety of 
a mother : remember how much cause she had for alarm : 
nor condemn her too' eager 4e8ire to learn with more dis* 
tinctness the fate of her ^on 1 Forgive mv fault, |ind pray 
that Allah may forgive it likewise ; aiad be aure ^hat rich 
alms shall flow. &om my husband's treasure to the shrines 
of Mushed' tfnd Kerbela i* whither it is my intention to 
make a pilgrimage, as soon as circumstances shall permit 
me to leave m^ family T ' . 

^^ Daughter,^' replied the Sheikh, severely, ^^ remember 
the sin of the first woman ; recollect its punishment, and 
think not lightly of t^y fault. To me^t was entrusted to 
warn tbee oT ihy danger— to me it falls to denounce, the 
punishment of thy^ disobedience— to Allah, and to. his 
prophet, humble thyself^ and endeavour to avert tl;e hea- 
viest weight of thc«e. disasters which otherwise wjU surely 
overwhelm tbee. Seek not. again to penetrate the hidden 
things of late, but rather strive to prepare tjie mind of thy 
son for what that chequered fate may be ; teach him pa- 
tience and firmness in the hour of adversity ; gratitude 
and moderation in prosperity : And ae the hardiest plants 
are nursed among the rocks, avoid undue indulgence, and 
seek to strengthen his body, as well as his mind, by health- 
ful exercise and wholesome toil. By such ' conduct seek 
to appease the wrath of Allah, and shun the storm which 
threatens to burst upon thy head. Me thou shalt see no 
more." — So saying, the Sheikh pasjsed on, and^-soon dis- 
appeared. . 

* Mushed, the burying-place of Inueum R^a, the Eighth Iipaum of 
the Sheah Mahometan^, who was poisoned at Toos in Khorasan, by 
Mamoon, son of Caliph Haroon-«il-Rasheed. Kdrbdahf the mauso- 
leum of Hussun and Hosseia the sonrt)f iSHi^, murdered at that pl%ce 
by the lioldiera of Yezid. 
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For soDii^ time my moiher was in despair at this mysted^ 
ous deniinciationof wratlt; Imt, as no misfortune occurred 
immediately, jin<^ ^ I throve to her hearts icontent, the 
impression wore off by degrees. Her gossips and attend- 
ants sought to quiet her fears by sundry pithy arguments : — 
^^ That a l&dy of her .rank was to be punished, or even 
threatened with punishment^ for a^ little natural, nay, praise- 
worthy curiosity !— rhow extravagantan idea !- — and at the 
will or word Of ^ beggarly fakeer too i it was too ridicu- 
lous ! It wad only a pity that her husband^s furoshes;^ had 
not been called on to lay bold, of and bastinado the im- 
postor -into morq civil apd comfortable terras/'. In ^short, 
so much was said and done about the matter, that my 
mother was roused to' throw off the feelings of dismay 
which ever and anon would weigh upon her heart ; and 
she was so successful at last, that even her pious inten- 
tions-were shaken off along with her alarm, the alms ^for- 
gotten, and the pilgrimages put off from ch[onth to month, 
and then from, year to year, tillthe vow and its original 
cause waxed faint las a shadow without form or substance, 
or like the sahrab* of the Desert, which ever flits frpm the 
approach of the thirsty traveller. 

Meantime I .grew up a great favourite with my father, 
and in due time a brother and two sisters were added to 
the family ; while the Koordish lady, who. was introduced 
into the harem a year afleiLmy mother, presented the Khan 
with two boys. 



CHAPTER m. 

9ISST AiyVENTTTBES. 

The lands and village of my father wete situated on the 
borders of the great desert which stretches 'from the banks 
of the Koolzum (pr Caspian) Sea, to ihose of the river 
Oxus : they were consequently much exposed to the in' 
cursions of the Oozbecks and Toorkoman tribes that wajt- 

* Tent-pitchers and siveepers. 

* Sabrab, water of the desect— 'the mirag,e. 



der ev^ it^ aail • trfaa sl^ this- period^ in ihe fJielik 4^jb of 
Pensia, ravaged SLh^nait widi impunify, §mm SeiTukbs and 
Masiied, eirea to the Ixordera of Irak>* M other days, mj 
fathei', who was «. warrior of no Bieta naM, wotdd often 
master Ina depandeolSvaad lead diem to attaek and pkmder 
tb^e imeniie&v.evea in iheir dwn campa: bat 'tiaaai had 
cbanjg^ed; ibe character of the nation had fiiUen with that 
of ita kHrereigm-^the good^ but weak Shah Hoossein, — 
into ao eff^inacy that portended ita downfidi ; and these 
maraoderjs had in eonseqiienbe beeome so daring, that 
many towns and vllkif es on the skirts of the mountains 
bcMeriBttf Uiis Desert;, had ahreftdy become their prey ;- and 
my iat)ier was forced to content' himself with merely re- 
pdling attaofc?, instead^ of making Ibem as formerly. 

The Too^koi^ian tribi^ of l%keli, supported by the Ooz- 
becks df Khyvab, had become paiticelariy danng in oiir 
neighbdurhood ; they had even apfMroached so ^slose as to 
i^rprise and plunder a small village bdongirig'to ray fiither, 
not many miks fi'omvhis dwellibg. But he, hearing of the 
outrage, collected some of h]9 moetii^asty adherents, and 
pmsumgthe robbers, overtotdc them when off their guard, 
during their first night's halt. Disregarding the disparity 
of namberto, he took advairtage of tb'eir xsbndision, charged 
them, — <»t agreatmany to'pieces^kitledone of ^eir prin- 
cipal chi^ ; releilsed all the captives they had taken, and 
returned home witfa^ many prisoners* This feat repressed 
ibr a while the boldness of the Toorkoman^, but it created 
in them a tiiirst for vengeance, never to be quemshed bat in 
bis blood. ' ^ 

For some months every thing retnained in quiet, bat after 
that time rumours beganto be circulated, that small parties 
of t|^e Toorkomahs had been cAwerved lurking among 
some ruined villages,^ and in the ravines in our neighbour- 
hood ; and intelligence having at length arrived, that one of 
theae had ai^proiushed nearer than usual to our village, my 
father, summoning his best soldiera, left home one evening 
in hopes of surpriskif them. i%e night passed, not with- 
out anxiety ; — ^but litSe did any of the ftmily <keam of the 
Ate that was hanging over them. 

3 
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In the grey of tiie.tnbr&iDg^esoqndoftioree v^asheacd^ 
and the watchmen on the walls gaye notice that the Khan 
was approachibg. ^ The gates were immedktely thrown 
oped, and several of the h)habitants, both men and womeii, 
went out to roeetr their frienda/Teturning,a&-thej. hoped, 
suQcessM, and laden with booty. But they were soon ter- 
ribly undeceiv^ *, for, as the foremost of the troop camt; 
near enough- to be. recognised, the unhappy villagers de- 
scried the wildfeaturespf their Toorkonran foes, seowliibg 
from under the Kuzzilbash caps aiid turbans. A loud 
scream of affright told their enemies .that they were disco- 
vered, and instantly spurring their horses to full speed, they 
pursued the flying wretches, making way with iheir swords 
to right and leil, aiid entered the gates almost. befor^^the 
alarm had reached the few guards Who remained en duly. 
All who attempted resistance were cut to pieces in a mo- 
ment, while a party of the villains,^ dashing forward to my 
father's fortified palace, seized on the gates, which were 
beset with fugitives^ before they could be effectually closed. 

Young as I then was, I can yetremember-wdl the shrieks 
of horror and despair that arose as the Toorkomans, with 
their huge rough baps and hideous countenances, ail smear- 
ed with dust and blood, butst inlo the private apartmdnt^: 
— the yell of agony arid frantic entreaty that hurst from 
the old wohien and eunuchs, as. some of the stern savages 
hewed them in pieces, while others seized on the youhger 
females and childrep, still seems to ring in my ears. • The 
nurse, who had tended me from infancy, was speared by 
two ruffians as I clung to her, adding mv cries to hers, «nd 
i was covered with her blood. Child as I was, this out- 
rage roused my pun.y wrath, and, drawing the little dagger 
which was thrust into my girdle, I dashed it against ope of 
the murderers, who instantly raised his spear with an oath, 
and would have pinned m^^ the ground ; but his compa- 
nion struck the weapon aside with his sword, crying " Hold, 
hold I harm not the child! He i^a brave fellow, and I 
shall keep him to attend upon my little Selim." 

In' the mean time others' seized my mother, who only 
thought of protecting her younger children ; but they tore 
them from her arms, and throwing them screaming upon 
the slaughtered bodies of tier servants, hurried her along 
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with all && younger females beyond the \faUs of the fort: 
According^to Ui^ir custofn 09 sueb occasions, tbey carefully 
forboro to esicumber their retreat with any whose old age, 
or^Qxtreine. youth, mightretard them on the march, or who 
were aot likely to fetch a high ptijce as slaves : all such they 
merciles^y ^aughiered ; and, as they dragged us along, 
we could seethe work of death going on : wie heard the 
shrieks,- and trod on the tisaujgled remains- of our • friends 
and relatives;* • . ' - 

At length the pillage Was complete ; they gatbeted 
together their prisoners and plunder,, bound the latter has- 
tily upon , the camels and othejr cattle belonging to the 
village^ and led- them forth from^ the gates. Some of the 
young females were jplaced upon C&mels ; others were seated 
and secured behind their raVishers. My mother^ whose 
beauty, in spite of „ her despair, was so- great as to attract 
the notice of the same person who had s^ved my- life, and 
who proved to be a chief of soipe. consequence, was accom- 
modated with acamel^ and. placed under the* special care of a 
trusty attendant : my efforts and entreaties to get near her 
were also attended to, and I was seated/with hec upon the 
same animal. But all the male, and many t>f the stronger 
female prisoners, having-: their ^bows . pinioned behind 
tbem, and being secured by a tppe to the saddles of the 
horsemen, were forced to follow on loot. ^ ^ ■ 

The signal was now giv^, and the whple party moved 
rapidly forward. ^ Loud cries of^despair arose on every 
side as ^we left behind us our . desolate bloody homf s, and 
saw. the hope which was still entertained by many, of 
rescue by the, Khan's party, fast failing. Alas! we soon 
learned that bis fate had b^en the prelude to our own. 
Anxious to discrover the enemy, he had. divided hia force, 
at first but smaM, into two parties, in order tOr scour the 
country. more effectually ; and had unfortunately fallen in 
with their pritiqipal body closely, ambushedv He vv|is sur- 
rounded and fiercely attacked^ almost before he saw his 
danger; the greater number of hisi people were killed 
around him v and he himself was speared from behind, 
while defending himself against three of his enemies. It 
was the dresses of our unfortunate friends that had been so 
^ucceasfiilly used to deceive the watchmen of our village ; 
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md in our pr(^e88,oiiwftrd, weiiad'the addUioiia] miserf 
€if aiarchiog through th^ p9» wl^ere-ijtre disMter ted taken 

Slace, stfsewed witii tbeif attipi and -maiigled bodies, 
f y poor VBMlhei fint learned the full extent of tier mkfoi^- 
tune, from seeiDg her lius^nd's w<^-kDown suh and 
turban on pne of hertguards.: it waa ber/death-blpw. ' 

The wail and laooentaiion which accompanied the- first 
partof oiir prog^esfif aubeidedtby degrees, intoatifibii sobs and 
silent despair, as we toiled along tfi^ex our captprs^ ^it^9 
regardless of ih^ weakfma or weasiniess of ibW prisoners^ 
urged 01^ their horses, dfag;ging the poOr wretches forcibly 
along, goading them with the butt ends of- their famces, 
and dcarce giving them^ time to rise, when pain or accident 
brought them to the ground* Several of th^n gave up, in 
despair, k>ng before the evening of that dreadfiii jday, and 
yielded up their lives under the* spears of the Tootko- 
mans ; indeed, tpiur' course might have been traced by the 
carcasses of a^n and cattle, and the shreds of goods, or 
bales of merchinidize, aba^diHied ip^e ntpiditjr of our 
retreat ; for the robbers well, knew that the alarm would 
soon be general, and made great exertions to get beyond 
all danger of pursuit. 

My mother for a Jong while lay ^niost insensible upon 
the pile of clothes wh^ch had been placed upon the camel 
for her accommodalion, efaspihg me ever aiulinon with a 
convulsive ehudder to her heart, but neither uttering a 
word nor shedding e tear. Her lips, as she sometimes pros* 
%e.d them to my face, were {>arched and burning ; and her 
eyes wikl, but sunk in their sockets, resembled those of a 
^iog person. Towards evening sjijer becamemore traii- 
quil, and at length addre^e4 nie by my jiame. ^* Ismael, 
Janee I'* ray dear boy, thy. mother is dying, the Angd of 
Death is at hand ; and I thank Allah that he has permitted 
me so soon to follow your father. I have this day witness- 
ed the ruin, of our bouse, the ^daughter of our family, and 
the murder of my beloved husband ; the blow that reunites 
me to them is merciful, and I am truly grateful for the 
boon ; — but you, my cl^, your fitte distracts me with 
(vpprehension, and gives me the only pang I fed in quitting 

* Janee, ^ my fife^.'*— A Bersltti expression of «ffectioii. 
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(\m earth. Yet \trlio -CTot read the book of fate ? - the sfttne 
destinf that preserved your life .thia morning when all your 
faoiiiy perishi^, may Btill thatch 6ver and preserve it<, to 
raise the fallen fortunes of year house, and to take a sig- 
nal revenge on its destroyers." . I <^ould only answer with 
my tears ;' my' mother's death-like looks diqtressed and 
appaHed me, and thQixgh her words sunk into my memory 
1 could with difficulty follow their sense; ^^ Ismael !" slie 
continued, ^^my dear orplian boy, listen to the dying wordi; 
of your. mother. ChildL though you are, you have heard 
tb^ circumstances connected with your birth — alas ! bould 
I have ^reseen- tha.ctuel fulfilment of those prophetic 
warnings'! Kno^y that your futnre-s&te and fortune are' 
chiefly m ygur ov^n Hands ; happiness 6nd prosperity may 
be yours, but it will depend on your own prudence and 
forbearance to render therm,, permanent. Restrain your 
passions, my child, and taking warning by your mother's 
fate, submit the longings of . indiscreet curiosity to the 
restraint of moderaCioH and reason. Forget not, Ismrae), 
the &ith of your fkthers ! Never abandonee tenets and 
doctrines of the Sheah"*^ persuasion. Keep in mind your 
noble descent : remember that yovu hold your lineage 
from the tribe of Affshar, fatthful to their friends, terrible 
to their eneniies. . You are now unhappily in the power 
of the last, .^uid must bend to the storm that cannot be 
resisted. • But fortune, like a morning of spring, soon 
changes from^dark to bright ; .the star ofyour destiny may 
yet shine forth, and the murderers of your father and your 
family may in their tuca eat the bitter fruit of their ruthlesn^ 
deeds from your hand. . One thing more keep in your 
memory : — the sage wbo obscurely foretold your fortune, 
and whose denunciation against me J now see fulfilled in 
this calamity;r~the holy Sheikh Alice Calaiyler surely still 

* It 18 generally known that the religion of Islate i&diTidecl into two 
principal sects : the followers of Omarf and those <^ ^Uee. The former 
consider Qmar to have been the legitimate successor of the Prophet, as 
God's yicegereni upon earth. The latter attribute that distinction to 
Allee, the son-in-law and friend of Ma&omet ; and many a bloody war 
has been the consequence of this difierence in religious opinion. Fot 
particulars regarding these two isects, D'Herbelot, Ohardbj an^ Mid- 
co1qi*8 l^tory of Persia may be consulted. 
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exists '..seek hiin, mif topi, ftodoiake his 4Souti6^1s t|^ guific 
of your step»: ycsjtir motJier hafl too certain protrf that 
th^y are true as the words of fate 5 as such receive them — 
would I had done so!'* . < 

In this way my motifet contimied to impress me wjili 
her last counsels, as often as her weakness would permit ; 
and the ^eater part of her^ wools, spoken under etrcum- 
stances so painful 'and peculiar, 'made, it may eajuly be 
imagined, an iadtelibleimpression.on ray young mind* 
« At last the wetai? march oonciuded ; the Toorkoman^ 
found it impossibb to urge on either prisoners or cattle 
ftrther ; rest and food were absolutely necessary. 4- ^^^' 
low among some sandrhilleT, wWe a few wells aflforded or 
supply of water, served fpr our em^mptng^ground, and 
the whole par^, captors and captives, gladfy obeyed the 
order to halt, and sooght.a^ short relief from tbeir misery 
or &tigtte, in sleep. Not quietly, however, iRwre the poor 
captives permitted to sink to repose : the task of unload- 
ing the cameti, of rtibbihg down and tending the- liorses, 
of whom upo^ a march the Toorkomans are always more 
careful than of themselves, was forced 'upon the wearied 
wretches. 

Their capitors, in the mean time, seizing on. socb of 
the camels as had sunk under their loads, and well know- 
ing they would never rise again, cut their throats, and 
speedily dissecting the carcasses distributed them among 
their party. Fires were made of such dry weeds and cat* 
tie-dung as could be collected, at which the meat, cut in 
pieces, was scorched rather than roasted, an arrow serving 
in place of a spit. Happy were those among the femi^e 
captives, whose youth or .beaiity had ibund favouf in the 
eyes of their masters, for it procured them a slender share 
of thi9 rude ^fat ; while ofhers^ who more requii^ it^ 
were forced to be content with a morsel of dry bread and 
drop of muddy water ;'and even this did not fall to the lot 
of all. 

When the meal was finished,- prepacatiom were made 
fer sleep, and for securing the prisoners. A circle was 
formed bv the Toorkomans, within which th^ forme^ were 
placed, along with the caitfe and the baggage : and those 
who were thought likely to attempt esoaj^ing in the night 
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^ere pinned idovn bj a horee-doth thrbwn over Ihem, on 
eitber end'xyf which lay one of these guards^ thus prevent* 
ing the posability of their stirring. Sentries were then 
placed on every side^ and the whde party were permitted 
to take repose as best they couhL 

A cadancholy resting-place it was, indeed : even at this 
distahbe of time I shudder to think of the miseries of that 
night-^of all that live^Iong day. I have witnessed many a 
scene of blood and horror since that time, and each, in 
succession, has fiided niore or less from my memory with 
passing years ; bnt the impressions made on my young 
mind by the c^urrehces of this hideous day, never have 
and never can be efiaced. '. 
' Some of the popr Captives, overcome with fatigue, but 
of powerful athletic frames, suh^ at once to sleep of the 
profonndest kiikd: others, in whom grief struggled with 
weariness, gridftned and wept long er^ they were r€Ueved 
by sleep. But there were many whose strength, exerted to 
the uttermost, now totally gave way, and they sank ex- 
l£au6ted on the ground, to ri^ no more ;--rto these no sleep 
came'^a resiloss moaning continned for a while, but 
in the moraing they wer(e found dead and stiffened with 
the cold, iuBt wberc they lay down. - . 

Of this number, wais my hapless mother. The chief, 
Omer Khan by name, who had, preserved both her and 
me, bi»d directed such attendance to be given as could 
easily be rendered by one of his followers ; and the. man, 
to do him justice, did not neglect his master's orders. 
But it was toQ late-^tfae food which was offered she reject- 
ed, giving her portion to me, whose appetite was hy no 
means injured, either bf the long march or by grief, and 
who readily accepted all 'that was offered me. Her 
strength was quite gonetrt^fiff voice failed||uj|) she was 
imable, to expresd^^. anxiety and affiM^fon, otherwise than 
by clasping me Convulsively to her bre^tst as I lay beside 
her* Pained and alarmed by her silence, l called loudly 
on her to speak to me, and cried bitterly at her continued 
inattention. At length, in a low uncertain tone, L heard 
her exclaim, ^^ My child! my child 1 — ^ Allah, Allah!" 
While her arms seemed to seel^ me, and her eyes were half 
cbaed and sightless t — ^as I turned to embrace her, her 
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arms dropped powerless from me, a groan escaped her }ipd, 
and «]ie remained motionless. Ignorant of the change 
that had taken place, I tried^ to rouse her, and to attract 
her attention by caresses, but finding all in vain, I was 
struck with a strange alarm, and wept aloud; By this 
time all around me had sunk to rest, and my cries were 
quite unheeded ; nature, exhausted at last, gave waf, and 
I dropped into a heavy sleep upon the dead body of my 
mother. 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE TOORKOMAIV CAMf . 

T&E camp was in motion before.morning dawned, and 
I was housed from my melancholy coueh by the attendant 
who had charge of my mother and myself. He soon dis- 
covered Chat al} was over with her, and finding me wet whh 
the heavy dew, ahd«ti0' with cold, h^ thought that I had 
shared her fate, and went to report the circumstance to 
his master. Omer Khan, disappointed at the double loss, 
came up to examine into the fact, and arnved just in time 
to see me, who had been roused by the eflfdrts of his ser- 
vant, stretching myself, and^ again attempting to awaken 
my mother. " Take the boy Away," said he { ^' the woman 
is gone : leave her where she lies, and let the boy still ride 
on the same camel as yesterday — come, despiatch'l" But 
when they told me that my mother was dead, and attempted 
to carry me ftom the body, the violence of my grief was 
so great that it affected even the rough chief who bad 
taken charge of me ; he patted.me on the head, bade me 
be of good c0er, promised that he would take care of me, 
and left me' to his servant Hamet, witll a strict charge of 
kind treatment and attention. ' 

Hamet was fortunately a good-natured fellow ; he sootb- 
ed me with wonderful patience, and when he found that 
all would not de, he lifted me without farther ceremony 
from where I lay, and placed me screaming upon the 
camel which had been prepared for my mother and myself. 
What J)ecame of her body the wild beasts and ravens of 
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Che De^t can teU ; bot Hamet totk from arootiil her 
neck a talisman^ cofnnstin^ of a small silver box, in which 
was a cosn^ian stone engraved with some qiystical cha- 
racters, and a piece of paper inscribed vdth some verses 
from the Koran ; this he threw over my neck to please 
me:-^iJ: attf acted nkf attenjdon and quieted n^ for the 
momei^, mnd it has beet^mf companion ever since. 

Wo quitted our halting-plaoe just niler the hoar of mom- 
iniif prayer^ whibh was Sulj perfbrined ; and we marched 
forward into the Desiert,. leaving behind Qs many of our 
feilow-'priscmefB along with my unfortuimte mother. • Peace 
foe to their dust! may their souls drink ki the pure joys of 
Paradise M-tfaey early leil thi9 weary pilgrimage^ and esca- 
ped from many sorrows^ and the long oheedess' captivity 
wbicK^waited jtfae sarrivers. > ^ 

The day passed' on in the same fatiguing exertion as 
tUb last, and like it had, its victims ; for though th^ nights 
weM piereiogly cold, the sun was so pgw^ul in the day- 
time, that the sands of the Desert ^aent forth a burning 
heat. Luckily for the wretched prisonwra, the rapidity of 
our progress was as fatal to the cattle as to human life, 
and our dsi^ytors were indiiced to relax in their rate oi' 
i^peed^y in'Order to eetoote as. much as poasiUe of the booty 
ivitii which these cattle were load^.; had it i)ot been for 
tbia, few of the prisoners ooidd have held out at all. But, 
indeed, as the danger of pursuit abated, Che Toorkomans 
themselves were, disposed to move at an easier rate, and 
though ihe Isecond day's, journey was extremely painful, 
the third and following ones became gradually less so. 

As for me, althongh I had by no means become insen- 
sible to the loss of my mother, yet as thei fatigue fell but 
lightly, in comparison on mo, and as my -friend Hamet was 
kind, and gave me nearly enough of food^^lnch though 
xoarse was* made palatable by hungeK I got reconciled 
to my condition, and only now and thki inquired ^^ when 
we should reach hame.^* 

It was on the eighth day of our marcb^ having left far 
upon our right the ancient city of jMerve, which . spreads 
its ruins in a wilderness, like l^admor of the Desert, that, 
emerging from a long track of low sand-hUls, void of tl^e 
smallest vegetation, we looked dpiyn upon a green strip 
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of country, through, which, among beds of reeds, stole a 
sluggish riv^r. The stream occasionally' swelled out into 
a small marshy lake, and its blue waters gave a freshness 
and beauty to the spot, the more delightful from its con- 
trast with the sterility around it. 

The river was bordered on each side by meadows,, 
yielding excellent pasture ; - and thoush, at this season, the 
grass had lost some portion of its verdure, it still furnished 
abundant food to numerous herds of cattle that strayed 
among it. Groups of tents, black from their covering of 
coarse felt, were sprinkled here and there, and; eren at, a 
distance, we could discern their inhabitants moving; among 
them, or sitting at the doors of th^r r^pective habitations : 
every thing announced that we had reached our journey's 
end — that we had arrived at the Toorkoman camp. 

No sooner had the advance of our party issued from 
among the sand-hills, than they were observed, by the 
scouts of the camp, who are generally stationed in; posi- 
tions from whence they may see and give notice of any 
coming danger ; and who, observing lis, set up a loud yell, 
which occasioned multitudes to issue from the tents, with 
eager and anxious inquiry. But a shrill, peculiar cry, 
from our party, instandy changed the warning'voice of the 
guards into a joyful shout, and the alarm of tiie camp into 
loud . clamours of congratulation^ Men, womep, and 
children, poured tumidtuously from the nearer aouls,"^ to 
^eet us, and* the air resounded with loud screams of joy, 
mingled with exclamations of reply to the watch-words of 
our party. 

Still we pressed forward, and gained the banks of the 
river, where now and then a few stunted broken trees 
might' be seen dipping their roots in its waters, and afford- 
ing some scanty shade. 

After a pretty long course, we reached the residence of 
Hyder Bey, the chief, wbp had headed this enterprise, and 
in front of it the party halted, surrounded by increasing 
crowds from the neighbouring aouls, all eager to hear the 
news, and learn the piftrticulars of their countrymen's 
exploits. 

* Aoal, orOolous,— « subdivision of a tribe or camp; a Turkish 
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' The wild tind characteristic scene which en^ed, made 
an impression upon me not easily described; Here were 
multitudes of the savage Tdorkomans, whom fhad been 
taught to hate, if not to fear, clad in coarse* wrapping 
gowns, scarcely girded round their bodies, and their huge 
rough caps, with their wild broad features, and Ihtle angu* 
lar eyes, lighted up with uncouth joy, all clamorously con^ 
gratulating their countrymen on their good fortune in cap- 
turing or destroying so many of us poor Kuzzilbashes : 
and the women with their fiat Calmnck faces set off by 
enoVmpu» heiad^dresses hung all over with gold or silver 
coins, their hair in long plaits, hanging behind and on 
either side the head, twisted with silver bells and buttons, 
came rumdin^ in their loose flowing shifls to meet their 
husbands or ^sons, and screaming out inquiries as to the 
booty they had brought. 

< The party that'had arrived, on the other hand, were busy 
bringing up the prisoners and .baggage, unloading the 
beasts of burden, and arranging their captives; who, 
worn-out, squalid, and almost naked, awaited their fate in 
mute despondency. The loud shrill tones of inquiry, the 
yells of congratulation and joy, the shrieks of distress 
from those who now for the first time learned that they had 
lost relatives — ^tOnes of exultation, expostulation^ quarrel- 
ling, and abuse, mingling with the bells of the camels, the 
execrations of their drivers, and 'fifty other indescribable 
sounds, in one stupifying din, formed a striking contrast to 
the silent add motionless misery of the wretched captives. 
Through the kindness of my good friend Hamet,I had suffer- 
ed So little for some days, and had been so well treated on the 
whole, that my fears had in great measure given way, afid 
I rather enjoyed the novelties that passed under my obser- 
vation ; but thd show was how over, and mgr destiny was 
soon to be decided. 

The family of Hyder Beg^ consisting of his father, a 
withered old man, with a few long white bristles for a 
beard, and eyes almost inviisible among the wrinkles of his 
cheeks and brow, — his mother, an old croncf, like a half- 
animated corpse in a brown parchment skin, with sundry 
women and children, rushed out to meet him, clinging 
round him, and taking his horse, bis arms, and accoutre- 



menla fton|Ui» >H?ith i^9beti<mitois^ ; mA he soon disati-^ 
p6kred with tliefli into his tf^. A similar roceptioA 
awaitedOfbeK Ktan^ my master ^i protector, wbo after 
tbe first etnfratulations wiere over, spyipg me {ierehed on 
the fop of my camel, eafied to Haonet to take me down, 
and carry«ipe into the inner tent, iirkare was his faToorite 
wife. ^^ Here, Khaniim,'"* cried. he« ^^ I^v« brought youa 
youqig.KuKasilbaah to attefid upotik yotic Jittle ^Um^ an<i be 
^ his playfellow ; he is a brave little fellow too^ — ^be would 
fairly have put me to death, if he had but had strengtli 
enough, in defeikce of his old fool of a nursoc; and I donH 
doubt his turning out an excellent band tit a chappow :t — 
take him, and be kind to him." ' ^ 

' The lady, whose &ce, ikovfgh downright Galmuck in 
features, was foil of goo^humour and vivacity, received 
me very graciously ; and seeing, that 1 was^h]r^«lid ibat 
my heart was fult---jfbr the thought of naf own nrother 
came across my mind with' a renewed feeling of bitterness 
-^she took me by the hand, bade me welcome and j^ar 
nothing, and, calling to oi|e of her women^ seiit her to 
bring her soiji, little SeKm, to h0t immediately. 

Selim was a tall boy, nearly two years okbr than -myself, 
well made and handsome, though his features partook 
somewhat of the C^mUGk cast of Ihs mother; he wts 
strong and active, and- already could ride a horse*, and draw 
his little bow, with any one of his years in the camp« GresC^t 
was his delight when his father told him that he had brought 
a little, servant for him from among the Kuzzilbash dogs ; 
— :^>and a fine little ghourumaauff| it is," added (>mrer 
Khan, " and a brave one he'll be if he liyies." 

^^ But what can be do, fa|^r ?" cried Selitn, citing 
his keen, but good-humoured epes over my aiUious coun- 
tenance and dishevelled dress ; ^^ He lool^ as if he still 
cried afler his mother! Can he ride a horse, or shoot a 

* Khanum is the feminine of Khan, Lord-^and signifies Lady, the 
iTife of a Khan. 

t A chappow is a tendering esqpeditioa, the nature of v^icb will 
hereafter be moce particularly expkined. 

X Ghoiiminsaug is a Turkish word of abuse, which may be translated 
by the English wwd '* Scoundrel," although its literal meaning is even 
still more gross— it it in Tery frequent use where Tcirkish is spoken, and 
• sometimes, as here, is used jocularly^ 
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bow? or4oes iie Icdow how to ran, or leap ?r-^Weil, at 
aiiy^fate, he can rudaod pick up my- arrows, and in time I 
WfU teac|i biin better thtn^/' 

** GhUd," observed bis iQother« "tbe poor ^. is tired 
andiiungry; taka.bitn an4 gi?e hitn part of your supper 
and bed; andte-morrow you ehaH sed what be cjm do, and 
teacb himifbi^ you pleaee." . 

. Selioi now todc me by t^ hand, and led me to an 
s^partmekt behinjd^^e prineipat tent, where there were se- 
yerstl women an^ <bhildren huddled together. Here was 
tiovelty and variety enough to engage my attention, if i 
bad been in a mood for amusejdent : — what a contrast 
was this .rude tent .to ail I hfid^ver befere s6^ in' the shape 
of a bulMtatton ! Iilstead of a Ineatly-finishedT well-carpet- 
ed «partin»e|it^ the 'wicker-walls of this den^ covered with 
black ietjt, were Inii^ with aHrthe trash and litter peculiar 
to a Toorko^Mui tent :*-^eid -pack-sadtfles and camels' fur- 
niture ; leatiber-foagBlbr holding milk aBdehurning buttery 
ooekingopota, 4)rdhen woodeafpiatters ; a drum made of a 
hollowed, wpod<^n'-ydck, covered with a piece of sheep- 
i;kin ; bags of vdried etiids* .and Of wool, bladders filled 
. with taliow and with butter,, old boots and pilas of sheep- 
akin^ii lay lleaped in ev^ry corner^ soliciting attention in the 
8abv>objtcurii^ of the place ; while from the ends of the 
wooden wickefWork.-of ibe walb hung sbeepiikin jackets, 
fi|r-<»p6, women's 4shiils and head-dresses^ tattered trow- 
s«>s, bows and arrows, swords and spears, in all imaginably 
con^iaiion, Abeady, too, had.part of the plunder of our 
village mingled vridk it; and shaids, turbans, caps, silken- 
shirts and trowsera, clocks and' slippers, with caHeeoons 
and metal-platters, basins and ewers, bits of broken look- 
ing-glass, ornamented 'boxes, aladmany other things of the 
kind, were now eubjected to a very curious scrutiny by one 
part of the women and cliildren, wMe aome of the female 
meniala of the ^mily were employed in wo^ng carpeto in 
a loom at one end of the t^nt, and .others laboured at 
s^akkig the milk in ^ lea&ern 'bag. to extract the tutter 
ftom it. 

* The eurds, eapresaed from the mIDc, ei* butter-milk, ara often difeft 
inUmami, andfweianredthiis. Thej are bcQheainiaH,ap^,iiiiaDd with 
4rater, fSniii a pleasant aciduJoasbeverase. 

4 
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My entranee,>f ave a turn to their curiosity; womeDand 
children gathered roiiod Hie m a momeotvand beset ^e with 
a thousand questiotis, tp which J paid no' attention whatever : 
a sense of forlornne^s rose td my heart, and, dining close 
to Seiim, F could not repress, my tears ; and fain would 
have shrunk into a dark corner to sobi>ut'the bitteriiess of 

* • * 

my feelings. It was at this moment that. I spied an urchiii, 
of about my own age,^ decorated with the well*known 
shawl which had beeuipyfathe|> turban ; the -same that 
hdfi been taken from^ his murdered body to serve his mur^ 
derers lis a disguise) and the sight of yhich had so lataUy 
affected my poor mother. , ^ 

Bursting with indignation,! sprang from the side pf Selim, 
and, aiming a furious blow at the tittle wretch, seized and 
49ecured the shawl from faisi clutches, before he dreamed of 
the attack. A loud scream was instantly set up by the 
child, and echoed by all the women. "" WulJah.!"* "The 
Kuzzilbash dog ! '' '' The cursed imp of Saltan i*' '^ What 
Befws is this ?" " Ah, the ghourumsaug 1 seize him* beat 
him, kill him !*' " What devil is this that has, got among 
us ?" cried all speaking togetfaer^ and,^ecoi}ding theirtor- 
rents of abuse by actions, they .assaulted m'e at once^'— even 
Selim'tui-ned to me with an eye of fire ; bi\t^ dadhing some 
of them from me, and eluding the rest as well as I could, 
while I held my prize above iny head, and my cheeks glow* 
ed with anger and excitement, *■*■ It is my father^s turban,'' 
exclaimed I, " and do one shall bave.it— «-oa one shall get it 
'from me!" 

« WeU done, my KtUe fellow," cried Selim in his turn, 
his anger giving place to a smile of approbation ;^ ^'keep 
the shawl, and no one shall take it from you--^no one. shall 
touch you or it, while I am your master." 

With these words he dispersed the grumbling children; 
and, in spite of the aiigry efforts of the women, he*led me 
clear off to- his own corner of the tent, wherO) after sharing 
with me a hearty supper of soup, thickened with barley- 
bread and well seasoned withgarliCrWith plenty of butter- 
milk and water to drink, we rehired to sleep upon a parcel 
of felts, hatidng a warm sheep-skin pelisse to cover us ; nor 

*: An oath or exclamation eqqivilent to, HesTens !— by God ! 



^M'l'awake.uiitil the noiser of the^cattto a&d tl)e bi»tte <^ 
morniog aroused my compaiiibn and jnyself to the bosinettB 
of llieday- 
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CHAPTER V. 



THi: CHVSBMAM JEJHALUBE. 



The en45kiiiping)grouDd of the jsioal^ to which niy n^aster 
Om<er Khap belonged, wks pleasant m itself, and particular- 
ly grateful when contrasted wUh the^ wide extent of desert 
around it The banks of tbe river on which it was situated 
had oncebeen .well inhabited, and thickly sprinkled with 
towns, villages ai|d gardens', for a conisideraMe extent both 
below: and above the city of Merve ; but the^e were now 
all in ruins, and^ for'a eoiisider&ble distance rouhd the city, 
totally Uninhabited, except by marauder^, who took shelter 
among ^em for the purposes df concealment and plunder. 

Beybnd, aiid &rther removed intothe Desert, these ruins 
aerved^ as' points of rendezvous, and permanent encamp- 
ment0 ioi^tlie Toorkomc^n tfibes, wJbo' formed' them into 
strong holds for storing their booty tfnd- proteeiiiig theii 
wives and fk'milies in ca£(e of attack. The vicinity of the 
8tream,/tdb, gave encouFagement to some of 'the more in- 
dustrious annonglhem . to cultivate li little ground; for, 
wherever wMer could be procured, a rich crop of com or 
fruits, as watei^-mek>ns, eutiimbers, and the like, waft sure 
to reward the husbandman. > 

It was at such an establishment we had now arrived, 
fiuins of considerable- extent, but. quite overgrown with 
rank grass and wee^s, announced that a village of no mean 
she had once existed here. A Small square enclosure of 
iPOn-dried bricks probably at dne time that of a fortified pa- 
lace, with towers at each corner, bad been so far repaired 
as ta Tender it proof against any "surprise either by horse of 
-foot, and in this were formed several depots of goods be- 
longing to the chiefs Und richer individuals of the tribe : a 
few shops constituted a^azar, and there was alsasufficieat 

"^Seepage 30. . 
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Saeeto contain tbewomeQ and childfen, ^ritit tlconnddra* 
» part of tbe cattle of tbe apul in ^as6 of ^uiger. 

But the Toorkomans alwaya prefer their black tenta tp 
any other habitation ; -and these- were scattered about in 
groups usually forming a squarev having behind them enclo- 
sures made of split reeds, to contain their c^attle fl^t nights. 

Many of the^e sqaarefr were "very pleasantly placed ; f6r 
a few 9.tfaggling trees iiidicatiDg where orchards once 
stoo<], were scattered 'about; and banks, oyergrown >with 
rich vegetation, offered. shelter frpm the^wind^ and .at, der- 
tain times of the day^ a shad« from the fieri^e rays of ^ 
sun. .- , . ' ^ ' • - \' * . • 

In one place, tbe river, which' someftmes ttF«s hardly visi^ 
b]e amoi^g the reeds, icbok a »Weep bene&ih a i^ouldber'iif 
the bank rather high^ than the rest, jBind swelled out intp a 
little lake ; a white sandy b«tacb ef tweiity or ihirtf yardt' 
in length bounded its waters at the foot of this bank,- whi^ 
rose above, it covered with green turf. Nearhf^ in 4he ceii* 
tre of this beach, a spring i^. clear cold 'water, which took 
its rise some hundred yards, off,, under a rOCk, fell into the 
lake. So tempting b, spot bad >not b'een negWti^d in days 
of yore : the spring, from its source to the mftf^b of the 
lake, had been enclosed within. a garden;,* which, to judge 
l^y its remains^ mustiiave b^ngedto some ppwerfiil prince. 
One tradition attributed it to AfrMiab^ — another, witb 
9Kire probability, referred k to the^time o^ the first Caliphs. 
Much care had, at all events, been lakei» to embdUish the' 
gardeki ; canals^ with' stone cisterns, htid once adorned it, 
and fountains might be traoed, which scattered th^ pure 
waters of the £^eam around to cool the air*. A great nuany 
stumps, for the most part qqite decayed, bat some of which 
still threw odt a few siekly sfaoots, proted that grovel of 
orange; pomegranate, and other frtut trees, once flouriished 
here, &nd long slender runners of the vine still crept anooog 
the tangled weeds, < 

; > Just upon the edge of the bank, the little stream, aHer 
filling a c^nal, had been trained to Ml over an artificial 
cascade of stone, ithe sides t>f which had been adorned with 
ornaments of tbjB same ; but' the canal was almost oblitera-^ 

* A kin^ ofTArtary celebrated in the 3hah-N«]iieh» of Ferdousee^ 
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ted, tod Uie dfdne ovet whioir tbe wtter toshed wtfs^bio* 
lieii,^d hftd (UlieaiA duch..a manoer as to confine the 
stream still more, A rude sfMMit of stone had been placed 
so ais to^coQect.it in th^ basin below, and to enable the 
wonien tq fiU their water-vessels more easily. A huge old 
sycamore tree^ once the chief ornaaiei^t of the garden^ 
grew )>n one side and overshadowed the basin ; and a viae,* 
which had rooted itself^ among the broken stones, £E>rqpied 
a^«till closer op vering, protecting the water f^om the rays 
of the dan, so as to render it always cool and refreslung. 
It was a delicious spot, And had become the fay^ourite. ren* 
dezVous of the whole aoul'i. the> women came morning and 
N^evening to fill their jvater-skins : the elders of the men met 
to smoke their. calleeoons* under, the shiide, and the youths 
to talk; over their ejLplpits performed or antidpated^ to play 
at .gimmes of chance, and listen' to the tales of a Kissago^l 
or to gossip with the women ; \he children sported beloi;!^ 
npon the green bank, or threw themselves^ioto the spark** 
ligg waters df the little lake 4t its foot.^ A more delightful 
9Mie of pastoral fufid palr|arehal bappiness after a rude 
fiishion, than this, spot exhibited, pannot be conceived ; mx 
could 4t have beeir readily, credited that the men, who, 
when uftounted apdarmjsd for: plunder^ were so stern jand 
ruthless, wading through blood, ^lid^ sparing neither j^^;noff 
ssex, were^ th^.same whonow.satbiftpp/ and harmless with 
^ir families beneath tbe old^gycamEore, at tbe quiet Ghush* 
mah Jemallee;!. Bucb was the place to which I was now 
conveyed, where .most of my boyisb years >.were passed, 
and the recollection of ivhjch I cannot eVea now recall 
without-emotionsof'the most lively tenderness. Around, 
fi>r'many miles, lay the meadows, where the tribe pastured 
tiieir fiock&and herds until the.grass was nearly exhausted | 
after which; the >greaier part of the camp moved i^ong 
with the cattle to other places aflfording more abun<hmt 
herbage.: , 

From this time forward I became one of the family ; the 

* Kpes, on the priAcipte of the iBdiap hookah, but having only a 
wooden stalk, imtead of a snake, for smoking tobacco through water. 

f A profi^onal teUar of stories and roBMueeSf common over all tbe 
-East 

$ The "Fountain of beauty." . > 
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gobd-buiDOiired Ooier Khan wirs^ ^oii6tant in, hhr roogk and 
boisterous kindnesfi^' to t!ie child #h(fee hfe he hadpreser* 
▼ed; and Selim, his son^ became so icHid of me tbat^fae 
would seldom let me quit his si^rbt. H^ look a pride in 
teaching me all that he ^inlself ^d learned, cOnsiating 
principallj of athletic exercises, ridingv iisiog tbe 8f>ear, 
the bow and arrow, and fh6 scymetar, or Persian sword ; 
at ail of which w^apons>ji)i3F ympg master.ti^as so expert, 
that before he had attained hi» fourteenth year, few could 
compete with him in their use. His horse, taught to obey 
the least, sound of his Voice or movement of bis body, 
seconded his mastier'g' address so we!l,'that his spear never 
failed of striking the {>oint he aimed at, and turned so 
swiftly from the dbock, that bif adversary was ever diaap^ 
p<MRted of his reven^. It v^as Jtaught to take part jn 
every combat^ and to asmst its master^s efforts' with 'its 
heels and ti^etb^ From its back, faij» arrowswere dtschar*. 
g^d with' th^ mo6t unerring skin ; seldom did be miss the 
braasen basin- hung from the highest pole *; and he 'marked 
With infallible precision ti)e smallesit opening in his opp'o- 
nent's ooat-of-m«tl. The baH .of Wetted cotton, the turban 
of twisted cloth, the tbickest hide, and the tough^t-^acaled 
fish, alike gave way before the address with which be 
wielded his* keen-edge^ scymetar/ Ev^ry one predicted 
that Selim Beg wou^ be the pride and the champion of 
his tribe. I was his ^apt pupil, and mfaiiy a hearty ^^ Barick 
ttlab^' did my cldsfe and steady emulation <^f his exploit 
call forth from the old Oostadf^i* who had been his early 
tutor, and who still continued his instructions to us- both. 
Envy or jealousy were not in ihe noble nature of Seltm 
Beg ; and the nearer f approached to bis 6wn adroitness^ 
tbe more he loved and caressed me. Thus, tboMgh in sta- 
tion I remained a sliav^-in the bouse of my master, like 
other captives of my nation, ^.condition in reality was 
happy and comfortable. . If the refinements and luxuric^s 
adopted in the houses of the Persian khans were not to be 
met with here, there was at least kindness and cordiidity, 
ho6{Htality and plenty. 
Tbe lot of xay unfortunate Mow-captives was very dif- 

* Oostadet a master ; a teacher of any profesfliflo» 



fereot jrom mine. After being allowed to test a very few 
days, that they might reorqit a little from the fatigues of 
their last severe march^ during which time they were scan- 
tily fed with barley- bread and a Uttte milk, they were dis- 
tributed^ according to. the claims <^the captors, in various 
ways. Some remained for a while among the difierent 
iU>utB, (employed either in herding casoels, or in cuUivaling 
the earth ; but the far greater portion were sent farther 
north into the Desert, both in-order -to place them more 
beyond the-possibility of escape, and to be nearer the slave* 
markets in the Oozbeck stately from whence merchants 
came periodieally to purchase such captives.-. The women 
were ehiefly placed, either as Goncubines:or. slaves, in the 
Karemtf oftbe^hiefs, where probably they consoled them* 
selves fer dieir misfbriunes, in the enjoyment of that influ- 
ence which* the mijlerior beaqty of Persian women fre- 
quently .'seeufes to ^captives ofthiit nation dver their 
Toorkomlin lords. 

I saw but few of these captives again,; one or two of 
those who had $Slen to the lot ojf persons m the neighbour* 
ing aouls, and<who remaiiied with them until told to slave- 
meipchahts, uped to recognize 'me, and would j^peat to me, 
when opportunity ofi^red^ many of the circumstances, 
connected with our common misfortune^ or would entreat 
me to use the influence I was supposed to possess with the 
Khan, my master, for indulgence, <xr for pardon, as might 
be required ; but the8e,'.pne after another, all disappeared. 
One woman alone.Kved for a longer time in the aoul, and to 
hibr it was in a great measure owing that I retained so exact 
a recollection ,6f my family and early misfortunes, and that 
I continued in the faith of my ancestors a zealous Sheah. 
This woman, had belonged to my father's household ; and 
although, in consequence of her being but little employed 
about the person of my mdther or her phi]dren,Ibad known 
her but slightly, when. I saw her soon after our arrivd at the 
aoul and recognized her as one of my own people, I flew to 
her with uncontrollable delight, and burst into a passion of 
tears on her bosom. The poor creature was hardly less 
ajBTected, and ever liler, while she livedo which was but for 
a few years, she sought opportunities of seeing me, — an 
indulgence which) to say the tni^, was by no means pro- 
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Mbited^'^'-'and delighted to converse witfa me op a&thathaci 
passed — <m my family smd rights — oa what I had oace beea^ 
and what I was now reduced to* .. 

Her. own mislbrtucie wasserere Enough ; die bad been 
draggled from, her faosband and family^ from a condition of 
ease and -comfort^ to one of solitary seryitude and toil ; 
for, being jieither yoong nor beautiful, no harem opened its 
gates to recmve hec — hard menial labour was her lot : and 
though, in other respects, not harshly treated, she became 
the drudge .of a whole faq[iily, whodid i^ot spsire her toik 
Thus, her mind .became embittered 'to the present as she 
dwelt xipon the past ; she -hated the authors of her misery «. 
and sought to cherish in my young breast an equally lasting 
and violent sentimeirt. She^i^nted to me the-lftrocities g^ 
the dreadful day which cut off our family and clan from 
among the living ; she reminded me of^my Inurdered father^ 
and the words of my dying mother; and she* charged me 
never to lose sight of the revenge which 1 was hound to exact 
for the slaughter of toy parents. Above aiU-she conjured 
me, by every sacred name^-^^ iV5ver to forget that I had been 
born and bred in the o'nly ^true faith, a worthy Sheah, a 
i^Uower of AUee, the only lawful successor of the Prophet, 
— blessed be his name ! — ^I jvas pow,'^ dhe Miminded me, 
^^in the land of Soonnies, these dogs,.*worte even than 
infidels," (and sheispitin holy ablK](rrence,as in duty bound,) 
^^ to desert the faith of my fathers would be the worst of all 
disgrace, besides being the most certain path to perdition f' 
and her zed had -ah earnestness, and her expressions an 
emphasis, in enforcing thesox injunctions, which coropera- 
ting with the. charges of "ny dying *m6ther,~ impressed the 
subject on. my mind too powerfully ever to be effaced. It 
was an appeal to pride aad^QonMancy which had its effect 
on my youthful heart, evenl)etbre I could x^mprehend the 
merits of the question^(as praise be to Allah and the Pro- 
phet ! I now fully do)— and. enabled me to withstand all the 
attempts that were afterwards made to seduce me from the 
true faith. ~. , 

This honest creature not only explained to me, as well 
as she was able^^wbich^ it is iriie, waanot very intelligibly 
-^the nature of the difference between the two great sects 
of Islamismt (if indeed the heretic Soonnies can properl]^ be 



ioeladed in that blesBed rdi|rion,) but she taught, and par- 
tlcuhirly insisted q^ the Teiy important di^rencesohsecved 
■ between tbenli in the. forms of prayer and ether rituals; 
charging me^ as I valued the joys of paradise^ as I hoped 
to drink from, its rivers of deiiGious milk,.and bariL in the 

ganoes of its dark eyed Houris, nfiverr.to qease cursing, 
mari Abubekr, Mo&viah, and' all the ,usurper's tribe, — 
never to u^e the abominate attitudes of the Soonnies. 
nor kJsep my arms hanging down during the time orprayoTt 
nor in my ablutions to wash the bands ainl arms jrom the 
fingefirs upward, a^ these heretics doc which is. causing im^ 
purity to flow from the extremities toward the nobler parts ;, 
and, thanks to AUee and the Twelve Imaums S their'servant 
has adhered most strictly to her instrueticttis. The death 
of this excellent creature was a mtsfortune which K keenly 
felt ; for it was tike cutting tfae'la^ tie thatbound me to my 
country arid fainUy. 

One part pF.her injunctions^ however, I never could 
obey : she classed among her enemies and nky own, the 
whole Toorkoman race^ without exceptiofa ; and would 
have wished,- good a^uU that thelives of every one of them 
could bdve lieen/cramined into one'chestj and the key deli« 
Teredinito her hand-^littlejoftercy would they have received. 
Heaven knowsl^r— nay even my master and preserver' ahe 
v^ould not except from h^r gei^eral thirst of vengeance. 
But though she possessed the power of exdtipg my child- 
ish >krrath to avow of hatred and revenge agaiiist those who 
had destroyed my family -and <clao,l never could be brought 
to include in this denunciation a single Inember of the family 
of Omer |^han. They were to me« second kindred ; for I 
fek that Fhad been cherished by them as if 1 were indeed 
their'sOQ. In truth, the vow itself was.a delusion, like the 
obligation of some imaginary, hereditary duty, for the sen- 
timents that gave rise, to it in time died entirely a way : yet, 
strange as it may appear, this visionary duty continued still 
to weigh upon my heart, and, jike the traditions of past 
ages, grew strbnger, though less, definite with the lapse of 
time. . , 
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Thus passediny days caimiy and happily. The^tien 
of the aoul was chie% at the Chushmak Jemalleer but 
onceiH the course of the year's revolution, i^ gebOrally 
moved over the Desert for a while to other pastures, that 
our corn might have liberty to ripen, undisturbed by the 
ctole, and our favourite meadowy to recover their eu8tom<- 
ary itch h€94iage.' The quiet of: our Jives was sometimes 
interrupted by an. incursion from a neighbouring state or- 
tribe, and chappuws, or plundering expeditions, were un- 
dertaken, as prospect of advantage tempted oiir chie&. ' A 
few individuals were destroyed, and many prisoners, with 
a due. prqpo/tioh of booty*, were pretty, regularly brought 
into camp ; btit no serious misfortune was experienced by 
this division of the tribe, nor did any^ change of conse- 
quence occur foil Several years. - - : 

But though, in general, I was treated with -a kindness 
which left litlle difference b!^t ween me;^nd a child of the 
family, there were occasions on. which i became forced to 
remember that I was but a slave. More'thad once, in 
moments of pride and thoughtlessness, forgetting- my true 
condition from the lightness of py chain, I fell intjp. seri- 
ous disputes with youtig persons t>f 4he. tribe; and. even 
of my master's family ; and I suffered severe rebukes ftQm 
Omer Khan in consequence. ■, Oh such occasions, my 
friend and companion Selim Beg would generously step 
forward and assert my innocetirce, jor insist upon my right 
to defend my character -and -repel^ insults. But his father 
or mother would reply, ^^> You forgot,. my son, that he is 
bat a Kuzzilbbsh — ii miserable Sheah : he must not forget 
himself, however indulgent toe may be.'' 

It was after I had beenmore than four years an inmate 
and servant in the ieot of Omer Khan thatl experien- 
ced a check of. this description, more pftinful to my feel- 
ings than any thing that had occurred sibce the commence* 
ment of my captivity. In- the family of Omor Khan there 
bad once bisen a Persian captive, taken in a plundering^ 
expedition that had extended almost to the gates of Nisba^ 



f^ilr.^j She waff of tbe tribe of Bemxt^jjaimg ftod beau- 
tiful) and bad falleD to tfae4ot of Omer. Kban, wbo imme- ' 
diately placed iierm bis bareiB,and became so fond of ber 
ibiLt be raised ber to tbe rank of^one of b& wives.^' In 
^e time sb^ presented bim witb a daugbter, lovely as a 
obiM of tbe Peris ; but sbe died soon after, giving it birtb. 
The child was taken in charge by. tbe Kban?s principal 
.wife, tbe inolber of Selim Beg, wbo p^baps^^ra^not sor- 
ry to be rid of such a rival in. ber .j^busband's-afi^ctions ; 
and it became a great favourite witb^ its adopted mother as 
well as its &ther. It grew^pace, and sui^passed in beauty, 
as well as in sweetnesiiof .<ii^H>sttioft, all ^e^children of 
the aoul. 

This little girl was about three yeara younger than my* 
self, and for some time she atiriicted my attention nq more 
than any of the other c^iildr^n in the family. It happened, 
bdwever, about] two years after my arrival, that several of 
the children pf the aqul^ among whom was the little Sbi<» 
reen, were itmning and playing about,, upon tbe green 
banks of the little stream, close to the lake. ^ They rolled 
and tumbled, and pushed each other Mnto itbe water, or 
i^>]psfaed it in one another'^ faces, as th^ fancy seized them; 
when an awkw^ard, iurbu1ent>boy, observing that^ tbe little 
girl kept timidly aloof from tl^ roughest of the sport, 
came suddenly beihind her, and pushed her so rudely that 
abe fell, into a deep part of the water, wh0re, confused 
wi^ the shock, she floundered about unable to get out. 
The rest stood, apart laughing' or amazed, so that the poor 
little creature 'might have been drowned- outright, had it 
not happened that I was passing tow'arda the tents, and 
startled by the noise came rtmning^o see what was Uie 
matter. I instantly plunged in, and seizing hold of the 
poor sufferer carried her. io the bank; nor did I quit 
lier, till, soothed and recovered from her terror, I led her 
carefully to ^her father's tent. This circumstance created 
an interest for the-^bild in my mind which I had never felt 
before, and which was fostered and increased by tbe lively 
vgratitude sbe evinced towards me ever afterward. In all 
ber little grie& and vexations sbe would fly to me for sym- 

* A celebrated city of EhoraBah, near which are the finest, if not 
ibe only ToorqaoiBO laihes in the world. 
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^fa%ft&d relief; her Bianaer^tomewftfliiiBbf affeetimi 
' and cofifidenee, dot did IJul of ifetuffiing to^er tiie land- 
ness which she b«Btowed upon me* 

The fondiMss which I hk for Shireen was Sy no tmeaas 
lessened^ as I beheld her increase in ^reacB and slatare, anct 
as the charons of childhood began to matiire^'^ving fMromiae 
of ^he perfect beaufy to b6 expeeted fi<om the. ^-grown 
'Wofnan.. Yet I had fiever drought of her bjut as a sist^, 
as a child of the fomiy^rbich had adopted an^d brqQght me 
tip,; and. all my conversation apd conduct towanls her 
were directed by that ftehng. Perhaps, indeed, the unre- 
strained H^edoiB of intercourse winch had grown \j^ 
between all the i^embers of thie family and myself, led me 
too much to forget iny^ true condition, and laid the founda- 
tion of fut|fre humiliattoh. • j- ' 

One day, when many of the children of the camp had 
met in the cool of the evening to enjoy their little spcNts, 
and we had all engaged in a game jnrhich represented ibe 
attack of a chappoW upon an enemy's village, I conceived 
that Sfaireen,Vho performed the part of a captive, was too 
fkmiliarly and roughly han^od by a lad about my ^wn age 
and size, the son of a petty chief of'the same tribe ; and 
my displeasure was augqfehted by the idea that Shireen . 
herself did not by any means repel, as I thougbt she should 
have done, bis odious familiarities. After repreasipg my 
impatience for some time with gi^at difficulty, it at last 
broke forth ruddy enough : I seized the lad, and threw 
him violently to some distance, while, taking' Shireen by 
the hand, J attie(mpted to lead her froni the place. But 
she, resenting my interference, and perhaps vexed at the 
mme being broken up, with more anger than I thought 
she cpuld have a3sumed, broke from me ; and bursting 
into tears, demanded what I meant by thus ipsulting her. 
^^ Insultmg ff&u^ 'Shireen !** exclaimed I, confounded ; *^ I 
was only protecting you, as is my duty, from the insults pf 
that ruffian yonder, whose impertinence I wonder you can 
bear.** "And who gave you a right to wonder at or 
judge of ray conduct ?" cried the little girl, hec eyes glit- 
tering with anger through the teara that stood in them ; 
^^ how came you, you KUzzUbasb slave, to interfere with 
me, or presume to teU me who I am or who I am not to 
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play with ?'^ By this time the youths who had recovered 
himself, came up and joined io the damour, without daring 
to strike ine^ for he had already felt the force of my arm. 
He poured out the grossest abuse upon me ; called me 
slave, unbeliever, dog, a scoundrel who should be impaled 
alive, for my insolence in presuming to lay hands on the 
son of a Toorkoman chief. He ende^ by bidding me 
know my proper station and go about my business, nor 
dare to mingle with such as they, nor meddle again with 
what I had nothing to do with, or it should cost me dear. 

Thunderstruck at the anger of Shireen, unjust as I 
thought it, and stunned by the torrent of abusive epithets, 
which placed my unfortunate situation so bitterly before 
me, I could not utter a word in reply ; but turning a look 
of deep reproach upon her who had so long been my af- 
fectionate companion, I le^ the place, and hurried to our 
tent ; where, casting myself on the ground in a corner, I 
.gave loose to the tears that could no longer be repressed, 
and wept bitterly. 

The next morning I found that my conduct had been 
canvassed by several members of the family, to whom the 
childish quarrel of the previous evening had been related ; 
and that the Khan's wif&, who, though kind and good to 
me in general, was fond of keeping every one Mu4heir own 
place, had blamed me severely, and concluded that the re- 
proaches of Shireen and her young companion were just. 
My friend and master, Selim Beg, on the contrary, true to 
his affectionate bias in my favour, loudly advocated* my 
cause, accused them both of ungenerous petulance, and 
decmr^ that they both deserved to be severely punished 

for U' 

ft appeared too, that the little Shireen herself, after her 
burst of vexation at being so familiarly and even rud^ 
treated by a slave, in the midst of her companions, had 
subsided, had sorely repented of her unreasonable anger, 
and was ready to break her^earion recollecting the pain 
she had given to one whom she loved as a friend. Nor 
was her distress lessened oa seeing me the next day, with 
swollen and downeast eyes, turn from all intercourse with 
the family, avoiding her in particular, and betaking me si- 
lently to the duties which I usually had to perform. She 

5 
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did not veqture to address sne, but viewed me with side- 
long looks and brimful eyes, earnestly watching for an op- 
portunity of. reconciliation. But my feelings had been too 
severely wounded, and my heart was too proud to yield at 
once, to these pacific overtures. ^^' The slave,'* thought I, 
^^ now knows his distance, and shall keep it ; he requires 
no more such checks to his presumption, as helmet with 
yestefday ;" and I turned indignantly away. 
. These high-wrought feelings continued for many days, 
in spite of the sootbings and solicitations of the kind Se- 
lim Beg, who, by evcfry generous attention, sought to calm 
my. wounded spirit, to reconcile me to my condition, and 
bring me back to the social terms on which I had formerly 
lived with the whole family. His well-meant efforts were 
not in vain : youth easily accommodates itself to circum- 
stances, and rises buoyant over the misfortunes that threat- 
en to overwhelm it. jBy degrees my natural gaiety re- 
turned ; I resumed the routine of exercises and amuse- 
ments, as well as duties ; 1 met the individuals of the 
family, and even those who had witnessed the affront I had 
received, without shrinking or blushing with shame ; and 
need I say that the silent but earnest efforts of the gentle 
Shireen to effect a reconciliation were no longer repulsed. 
One 6(^m the course of her litUe domestic duties, she 
was attempting to lifl and carry a load, beyond her 
strength ; I was passing l)y, and paused a moment to look 
upon her : it was the first time I had ventiared to do so 
since our quarrel, and, doubtless, my face expressed less 
harshness than before ; for Shireen looking timVily at me, 
and then casting her eyes on the ground, said, althost in a 
whisper, " There was once a time when Ismael woiJd not 
have stood idly by while Shireen was in distress. " I could Re- 
sist no farther : " Let me try, Shireen, and I will carry^ 
your burden for you ;" and taking it up I walked away 
with it. She followed me, and Vhen 1 had deposited it 
'where it was required, I turned to her, and saw her eyes 
full of tears. " Shireen !" said I, " have you for^ven 
the offence committed against you by a wretched slave 2" 
She could contain no longer. *^ Oh, Ismael !" cried she, 
running and throwing her arms around me and sobbing 
violently, " miserable wretch that I am, how could- 1 be so 
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Wicked, SO ungrateful ! What could tempt me to d»tress 
and injure my faithful companion^ ray best friend ? But, 
indeed, I never, never can do so again : — forgive me, dear- 
est Ismael ; forgive your little* Shireen 1" Who could have 
resisted such an appeal ? — certainly not a boy like me ; I 
returned her caresses, wiped her eyes, and swore to be ever 
her guardian and protector, the most faithful and attached 
of her slaves, 

. From this time an affection of the. strongest and tender- 
est nature grew up and increased in my heart for Shireen : 
— she became the object of my. fondest and most anxious 
solicitude ; J watched over her steps, her wants, her health, 
as a mother does over those of her child, and could scarcely 
bear hei to be out of my sight. Nor did this affection 
continue long without return : — Shireen^ eager to make 
acpends for her fault, took every op|)ortunity of giving me 
proofs of her gratitude, believing, that the emotion she felt 
proceeded from that source alone. Yet, young as she 
was, female delicacy, in the course of time, taught her to 
restrain btsr fMings ; and her affection was rather to be 
detected in kind looks and silent attentions, than mani- 
fested in dny more palpable shape. 

Children almost as we still were in years, it may^eem 
absurd to translate our early feelings into the language of 
passion ; but 1 rather relate the impressions which those 
^ays have left, thata the feelings themselves as they were 
developed at the time. It was doubtless the tenderness of 
our years that rendered the parents of Shireen indifferent 
to aU that was going on ; — tbe singular attadhment of the 
little girl to the young Kuzzilbash slave,* and his devoted 
attention to her, were remarked, it is true, by all ; but they 
110 more entertained suspicion of improper consequences, 
than they would have suspected that slave of hatching a 
plot to destroy the whole tribe^ 

It may possibly appear strange and improbable to many 
of my countrymen,, that a slave, even loured as I was, 
could enjoy such uninterrupted opportunities of intercourse 
with a daughter of the family, or that ^e children of dif- 
ferent sexes, at ages so fair advance^, should be permitted 
to be so constantly together. But it must be remembered, 
thai the strict seclusion in which other nations professing 
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Islamism hold their females^ io obedience to the injunction9 
of the Prophet— (to whose name be praise !)-r-is by no 
means practised atnong the Toorkomans, or indeed among 
the wandering tribes o( any country. On the contrary, 
their women employ themselves constantly in the domestic 
duties of the family, which lead them, both out of doors 
and. within, to mingle with the men ; and this without wear- 
ing any sort of veil, unless it he a small piece of silk, which 
sometimes is hung before the .mouth and chin. Indeed, 
moving about, as they constantly do, exposed to all the 
inclemency of basons and all'the inconvenience of an un- 
settled habitation, it would be impossible for them to ob- 
serve the scrupulous delicacy which separates the sexes in 
fixed communities ; nay,, they go quite into the other ex- 
treme, and rival in their habits all that is iM us, of the 
freedom permitted to their women by the Franks of the 
West. 



CHAPTER Vn.^ 



THE CHAPFOW. 



Yeabs rolled on. Hyder Beg, the chief of our aoul. 
had fallen in a plundering expedition against a village near 
Khabooshan, and Omer Khan was recognized as the per- 
son of greatest importance remaining ; for the Toorko- 
mans possess too restless a spirit of independence to place 
themselves nominally under the control of any particular 
chief. Each head of a family, in proportion as he acquires 
riches by his courage and wisdom, becomes a chief of more 
or less consequence, without any direct assertion of hi^ 
authority ; on the contrary, such an attempt wduld be apt 
to prove the ruin of his hopes. 

Omer Khan was rich, his family was large, and his cour- 
age and address in leading the tribe on plundering parties 
was so remarkable, that, without possessing any great supe- 
riority of intellect, his influence in the aoul became exten- 
sive. The high promise of his .son-Selim Beg, now fast 
growing into manhood, had a powerful effect in his father's 
favour ; for the tribe saw in him a leader likely to surpass 
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the father in talents and prowess. Already bad fae^ at his 
earnest entreaty, been permitted to accompany ,a small 
party on an expedition of some peril ; and tbe readiDess 
with which he bore aU privations and fatigue, tbe high spirit 
of enterprise and the sagacity he had evinced iii suggesting 
and assisting in the es^ecution of plans lor the success ci 
the adventure, had surprised the best and oldest warriors of 
the party. • >..'. 

There was, in truth, at this tiittd «ufficienf scope for en- 
terprises of such a nature. The kingdom of Persia was 
distracted by tbe troubles consequent upon the Affghan 
conquest. Ashruff, their leader and prince^ held sway 
over almost the whole southern provinces. Malek Mah- 
mood Seistance had erected the standard of rebellion in 
Mushed, and overawed a great part of Khorasan ; while 
Shah Tahmaseb, the Ust noniiinal monarch of the Suffave- 
an dynasty, was still acknowledged in Mazunderan, Astra- 
bad, and some few cither places. 

While AshrufT found it difficult enough to maintain him- 
self in the souths and Malek Mabmood was strugghng 
hard with his opponents around Mushed, the northern and' 
border districts of Khorasan^ torn to. pieces by the jarring 
interests of a multitude. of petty chiefs, all' striving for in- 
dependence, lay open to the inroads of the Oozbecks of 
Boekh^ra and Kyvah, who, with the Toorkomans of the 
Desert, ravaged all the borders and threatened Mushed it- 
self. The Tekeh tribe were not slow to take advantage 
of this state of things, and, either in company with its pro- 
tectors of Kyvah, or alone, upon its own account, -was 
cont'mually on tbe alert, carrying terror and desolation 
even to the gates of Nishapore and Subzawar.* 

Though sufficiently desirous of permission to make a 
display of my prowess, I was thought too young to accom- 
pany my master, SeUm Beg ; but Oitier Khan, who was 
pleased with the spirit I displayed, promised that when 
I should have completed my sixteenth year, I should 
be permitted to accompany the party, and make my 
first essay in arms. To this period, accordingly, I looked 
forward with inexpressible impatience. I could not, it is 

* Citiet of importance inKhorassn- 
5* 



dO ADVSNTVRES OF 

tnie, forget that I wfts a Persian, a native of tlie very 
country agaioat which we were to carry aroas ; but I had. 
now almost become a Tekeh in feeling; the terms on 
which I had lived with opiy protectors had been such as to 
transfer to tbem a great part of my filial sentiments, and I 
burned to approve myself worthy of their regard. Besides, 
this was the only way in vehich I could acquire such dis- 
tinction as might wipe out the unhappy stain attached to the 
situation in which I was placed. It never failed to recur 
to me with a pang, that I was a slave ;— but then slaves, by, 
dint of their abitities and courage, often rose to the highest 
stations, and I was^ bold enough to think myself not defi- 
cient in these qualitie8^why,thep, might not I also succeed ? 
Ambitidn began to stir in my heart, and I felt the desire of 
moving in a higher sphere than that which our little camp 
could afford. . 

Whatever scruples I might have entertained regarding 
the field in which I was likely to begin my military career,, 
they were removed nt the time when my period of proba- 
tion was about to ei^pire, by a hostile call in another quar- 
ter. 

A feud of long standing between our tribe and that of 
the Eersanees, tributaries to the Oozbecks of Bockhara, 
broke out afresh, and with a violence that foreboded a 
fierce and bloody war. This feud, which had originated 
in and been kept up by a series of murders, robberied, and 
reprisals on bot^ sides, had for some years sunk into a 
surly neutrality, which had in a great measure thrown each 
party ofiT its guard. 

About this time a small camp of Tekehs, among whom 
were several families intimately connected with our aoul, 
in ranging through the J>esert to_change their pastures, and 
near the confines of their usual bounds, fell in with a party 
of Eersanees returning froq;i an unsuccessful chappow. 
The provocation, if there was any, remained unknown : 
perhaps a few taunts might have exasperated the unsuc- 
cessful marauders ; perhaps they were rendered more than 
ordinarily savage by their disappointment : however that 
might be, they set upon the Tekehs, who consisted mostly 
of women and children, incumbered with cattle and bag- 
gage, and by no means prepared for such an assault. The 
few men defended themselves as well as they could, but 
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fell one by one, father than submit to the fate they foresaw 
for the survivers. The women and childreo were bound 
as captives on the~ cattle, and hurried off with unspariifg 
rapidity to the most distant haunts of the tribe, where they 
were distributed i^s slaves, never to be released or heard bf 
by their friends. 

When the news of this disaster reached our camp, it 
filled every one with horror and with rage. The ferment 
wad dreadful ; vows of vengeance were succeeded by the 
most energetic preparations. The elders met in council, 
while the rest got in readiness for the expedition, which 
they could not doubt would be decided on; for the 
feelings of hatred and rage were too deep and universal to 
leave any chance of moderate, far less of pacific councils. 
Orders were immediately issued for every man able to 
carry arms to prepare for marching ; expresses bearing a 
like import were despatched to all Qie camps in the neigh- 
bourhood ; and within six hours afler the arrival of the in- 
telligence, three hundred men, well mounted and armed, 
with provisions sufiicient for eight days, awaited but the 
signal to leave the camp. 

I was one of that number ; necessity came in aid of my 
urgent petition, and I was permitted to attend my young 
friend and master, S^lim Beg, upon this niy first campaign. 

While busily hurrying about, collecting the few necessa- 
ries which, besides his arms, a Toorkoman carries to the 
field, I almost ran against my dear Shireen, who, hearing the 
bustle, and learning its cause, had thrown herself in the 
way to meet me. Her cheek was pale and her eyes swam 
in tears. ^^ Ah," said she, ^^ Ismael, and so you are going 
with my brother. Selim on tWs chappow ?" — " Yea, Shi- 
reen, this day your slave commences his career as a soldier, 
and, Insh-allah I* it shall also be the first step to honours 
and freedom. You shall have a freeman, and a Beg or a 
Khan, Shireen, for your servant, instead of the poor cap- 
tive Ismael." — ^^^ Ah, Ismael, see that in seeking these 
honours you do not lose your life ;-— what can you, a mere 
boy, inexperienced in arms, expect to do against tiiese 

♦ * Insh-allah !— " Please God I"— an expression in constant and nni- 
^ versal use in Persia. ^ 
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fierce £ersafiees, that have slaughtered so naany of our 
friends I Oh, how I wish you were returned from this vile 
business ! But what if you were ; you Would only return 
to set out on some other hateAil chappow, till at last yoa 
get killed hke my poor cousin Hassan. Why, why, cannot 
we still be children— still play together by the dear Chush- 
mah Jemallee ? Aias, these days never, never can return T' 
— " Nay," replied I, " Shireen, db not thus forbode evil :-^ 
you know that the old astrologer, Oong Beg, has predicted 
great success with little loss, — be of godd cheer, then ; I 
shall return^ Insh-allah, and bring you a little Eersanee for 
a slave. '^ A loud shout, intimating the arrival of fresh 
horsemen, forced m^ to break off. I offered to salute Shi- 
reen, but she, bursting into a passion of tears, threw her 
arms around me and sobbed upon my breast. At any other 
time the sight would, perhaps, have overthrown my reso-^ 
lution, but I was too highly excited at the moment to think 
of any thing but glory, and plunder, and slaughter. So I 
carried Shireen into the tent, kissed and pressed her to my 
heart, gently disengaged myself from her arms, and hurried 
to the place of rendezvous. 

Here all was eagerness and bustle. The men were buck- 
ling on the harness of their steeds, which were neighing, 
kicking, and pawing the ground with impatience. One 
was still busy fitting a spear-head to its shafl ; another 
cramming an extra number of arrows into his quiver ; 
some were binding up the . scanty supply of barley-cakes, 
and grape- treacle,* or dried cheese, that was to support 
themselves and their horses upon the mi^rch ; others put- 
ting on such pieces of mail as they possessed, or adapting 
their dress to the purposes of active exertion and sufficient 
defence froip cold. But the greater number, already 
equipped, stood by their steeds, or were seated in the sad- 
dle, cursing the tediousness of those whose incomplete 
preparktions still detained them. 

Arotind and among the troops, the women moved hurri- 
edly about, dealing out the necessaries of accoutrements or 
provision to their husbands, their sons, or their brothers. 

* The juice 6f grapes, boiled to a thick jelly, forms a very common^ 
article of food on dl warlike expeditions, ad it contains much nourish- 
ment in small bulk. 



Most of the females, well-accustomed to sucb occasions, 
performed these offices qaietly, as matters of course. But 
there were others, whose pale faces and uncertain steps 
betrayed their terror and anxiety, and proclaimed that they 
were agitated by newly awakened interests of the tenderest 
nature for some among the band. 

At length the whole, mounted and arrayed, awaited but 
the signal for moving. Many a gallanrslrmy have I seen 
since then, and I have fought in many a desperate field, 
brightened with victory or saddened by defeat ; but though 
these may fade from my memory or leave, but confused 
recollections behind, I never can forget this day, when the 
career of military adventure was first opened to my view, 
bringing along with it the hope of freedom, and honour, 
and rapid advancement. As I vaulted on the gallant horse 
which my patron had provided for me, I felt as if the whole 
Desert around was too confined for 'my course, and it 
required all my powers of forbearance to control the exu- 
berance of my spirits, and withhold me from giving spurs 
to my steed and. bounding headlong onward* The wise 
may smile at my boyish extravagance, but they will forgive 
it : I was but sixteen, and felt myself enrolled among men 
for the first time, armed and mounted for manly duty. 

Our cavalcade, after all, though it dazzled my unprac- 
tised eyes, would have made but a poor appearance com- 
pared with thdt of regularly organized troops. A few of 
the best and wealthiest of our men were indeed cldthed in 
shirts of mail, composed of steel and brass links interwoven 
together ; with a steel cap, fitt^lg close to the head, from 
which hung down flaps of the same linked mail, intended 
to defend the n^ck and shoulders. Some, instead of the 
linked mail,~ wore four plates of steel, embossed with vari- 
ous ornaments, and laced on the back, breast, and sides ; 
thus serving to defend the greater part of the body. And 
those who could boast of a complete suit, added armlets of 
steel, ending in flexible gloves of steel scales lined with 
thick quilting. These were accounted as the champions 
of our troop, who like a forlorn hope, were bound to take 
the post of danger on all occasions: but few, on the 
whole, were thus defended. Some wore gowns thicU^ 
quilted with silk and cotton, which formed a sufficient djf 
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fence ag^nsl the blow of > sword. But the greater part 
had no defensive armour except tbe tallsmaDs, which al- 
most every one wore in profusion ^ bound round his arms 
or fauDg about bia neck ; all of which had been procured 
from such dervishes or great astrologers as chance had 
thronn in their way while travelling through the Desert. 
Such are deemed of inhhile use by many ; — for my own 
part, I neither affirm nor deny their value, although I have 
more than once seen poor fellows, trusting to the efficacy 
oTtheir talismans, have th^ heads cloven by the sabre of 
an A%hBlin, or dashed to pieces by tbe ball of a Turki^i 
caDnon. But theni no doubt it was their fate, and who 
can contend against fate ? 

Our offensive arms consisted principally of the spear, a 
sharp three or four cornered head of eteel, fastened on a 
slender but tough and flexible shaft, from eight to4en feet 
long, in tho use of which the Toorkomans are very expert ; 
and when, dropping tbe reins, they leave their well-trained 
Bleeds to bo regulated by their voice or the inclmation of the 
body, and grasp the spear in both bands, shifting it with 
the rapidity of lightning from one side to the other, it is 
difficult either to avoid or withstand Iheir shock. Every 
man also bore a bow, made of the horns of an animal 
and braced with its sinews, very strong and elastic : — all 
were trained to discharge their arrows with unerring aim 
from horseback ; and such was the force with which they 
were delivered, that few coats of mail could withstand 
them when shot &om a moderate distance. Besides these, 
most of the party carried scymetars of tbe fabric of Herfit 
or Mushed, some of high value, which, in the hand of a 
powerful man, could sever a buERiIo's head from its body 
at a blow, and have been known to cut an ass in two, with 
so little apparent eSbrt, that the animal would remain for 
some time standing as it was when it received tbe stroke.* 
Some of our men hung an iron mace, or a staff heavily 
'"" ' ' 'th iron, at their saddle bow, and all wore the 
ir common dagger, at their waists. 

t oT cutting oniu in two at a blow, is slid even now to be 

"•eraia — the rest of the etory aavoura attiie 
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Such was the general descriptipn of our array ; — but 
though a captain of Nadir's well-trained Kuzzilbaahes 
might have smiled at the appearance and accoutrements of 
our party, he would have been struck with admiration at 
the manner in which they were mounted. Full two thirds 
of the whole sat on horses of sixteen hands high, whose 
large bone, clean limbs, and muscular frames proclaimed 
their strength and activity, as the hardness of. their some- 
what scanty fle3h, the sleekness and gloss of their coati^, 
the brightness and fire of their eyes, and the quick quiver- 
ing motion of their ears when they tossed their he.ads aloU 
and pawed the ground with their feet, declared the excel- 
lence, of their condition and high spirit. . There was not 
one of these horses but would have performed a journey^ 
of five hundred miles in five days,* and each was trained 
after the Toorkoman fashion, to fight for his master, and 
seize his enemy with his teeth. The remaining horses 
were stout Yaboo$,t or galloways, of fourteen hands high, 
less beautiful, and less swifl than the larger and high-l^red 
horses, but perfect in the essentials of strength, and pow- 
ers of endurance. 

Such was the party that now, with eyes sparkling impa- 
tiently from under their huge fur caps, waited but the sig- 
nal for marching. But this important step depended on 
the decision of Oong Beg the astrologer, who, assisted by 
one or two. other professors of the same valuable science, 
with (istrolabe in hand, was busy ascertaining the height 
of the sun, and the position of the heavenly bodies, in or- 
der to declare the lucky moment for departure. It ar- 
rived at last : and the old man, raising his voice, announced 
the auspicious conjunction. — Omer Khan instantly gal- 
loped to the head of the troop, followed by his son, and 
several of his chosen attendants, of whom I was one ; and 
uttering a loud shout, away we rode, each caracoliing and 

* This may seem an extravagant and improbable assertion, but it is 
borne out by authentic accounts of the extraordinary marches which 
even in these times are performed by the Toorkoman and Persian 
horses. 

t The name given in Persia to pack-horses, or ponies, of almost 
every size, which do not rank under the more dignifi^ title of "Asp/' 
t. e. Horse. 
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bounding in the fulness of his spirits, as iiis horse chose to 
-carry him. This irregular movement, howevef, was soon 
exchanged for a steadier and graver pace;-^the horses 
seamed to be aware that they hud serious- work to perform, 
and the whole party soon fell into the usual quick walk, or ra-^ 
ther pace, at which the Toorkomans travel on such expe- 
ditions, and which carries them on about five miles an 
hour. As we passed by other camps on the river side, we 
were joined by fresh parties, and before night closed in, 
our force amounted to full five hundred men. 

At the hour of evening prayer, a halt was called, during 
^hich, after performing our devotions, we administered a 
very sparing feed to our horses, eating still more mode- 
rately ourselves ; and after two hours' rest, we again 
mounted and pursued our march. We nOw quitted the 
course of the river, and struck into the Desert more to the 
eastward : — it was important to avoid all observation, and 
particularly so to keep clear of Merve «nd the tribes 
encamped around it, from whence the alarm^ if pnce ta- 
ken, might soon be communicated to our intended victims, 
and our own retreat very probably cut ofi^. In this man- 
ner, we travelled all night, keeping our course chiefly by 
the stars, and by certain land-marks, only known to the 
more experienced of our troops. 

In the morning we halted again ; said our prayers, fed 
our horses, and refreshed ourselves at some wells disco- 
vered by our guides, but which, being partly filled up with 
rubbish, would have escaped our notice without their aid. 
After the usual short rest, we resumed our march throagh 
a country consisting principally of sand-hills, interspersed 
with hard, sun-dried, clayey plains, or low flats covered 
with saline efflorescence. No vegetation was to be seen, 
and it was with difficulty that a suflicient supply of bitter 
brackish water could be procured, to enable our horses 
and ourselves to pursue our journey. 

We continued our course, tending rather more to the 
southward, for another night and day, by which time it was 
judged that we were not far from the object of our expe- 
dition. We had left Merve and its river far on the right, 
and had approached that part of the Desert bordering on 
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tiie idtstri^t of Andkooees* near- which lay the hauAt8<xf 
the tribe tbat bad-injured us. This night we did* not Ven- 
ture to advance far ; but^ detaching some sm^ll scouting 
parties for infornnition, we placed sentinels around, axid 
lay dpwn to sleep juntii the dav^ of day. 

J^orning had not broken hyi^ ere qur scoqts returned, 
and reported, that though we were stilHoo-far from the aoui 
whi6h Was our object, '^discover apy traces of its inhabit* 
ants>they had nevertheless ascertained our ^exact position, 
a^d reckoned upon ^he^next night for completing oiir en- 
terprise. We iiow Once nolore advanced :--^the".' greatest 
caution was adopted to- conceal our approach from the 
devoted victims of our revenge ; one or two horsemen 
Were sent in advance, and others thrown out on each flank, 
to fiive the earliest notice of any symptom of habitations. 

At leiigth one of the advkhced^ guard came galloping 
back at speed, upon .which we all halted. He told us that 
a smoke had been observ^ at a7distance,''which was belie^ 
ved to proceed from the fiersanee cainp, and that traces 
of cattle could be aeen in the sand. We were now travel- 
ling in a^eandy track, Varied with, uddtilating hills of the 
same nature. They rose rather higher upon the left ; and 
OD^ of our guides assured us that just beyond them we 
should find 6 chain of low. moist spots, where water might 
be procured, /and grass also^if it h^ not already been 
eaten bare oflT the ground by the .cattle of our enemies. 
Qur sQouts pressed forward to ascertain that this desirable 
place of ambush was unoccupied ; and the ejcpected signal 
being soon made, we kll "filed to the left, dOwa a. slight 
descent, and found oursejves sudden^ in a spot whibhj 
cont]:.asted with the scorched-up barrenness thl-ough which 
we had m^ched, might have been termed fertile and beau- 
tiful. The hills riEOng around, formed a naturid hollow Or 
enclosure, of a mile and a half long by half that extent in 
width I an emerald tint covered the whole of this space, 

* , V 

* Andkooee is 9, town situated in a distriet of the same name, be- 
loaging to the province of Balkh, the ancient Baetria* . It is about aiztf 
or seventy miles iOstant ^om the ancient and mined eity of Balidiy and* 
the same firom the banks nf the Ozos ; it coiitains 15p0 or 2000 houses, 
is Bun^unded by many camps of Tooikomans and othec wandering 
tribes, and is sitDiated on tiie borders of the Desert. . 
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except in tbie centre, Wlier^ there was H muddf p<md; at 
times evSfleiitly filled with water, though now dry, and in 
ivhich holes had been dug to prdeure that indispensable 
necessary of life. That this spot had been lately occupi- 
ed, was evident from the traces of cattle ey^ry wtere visi- 
ble, and it was eiqually maniihst that it had been aliandoned 
in consequence of tHe pasture being quite exhausted. It 
nvas, nevertheless, a most desirable spot for our halt-; and 
our half-famished horses made a shift still to crop a Very 
comfortable regale, while their riders, having posted' sen- 
tinels on the heights^ threw themselves o£l the ground ^o 
take a short rest; " >. ^■ 
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CHAPTER V«I. 

THE OHAPPO^, CONTDfUEi). 

* ' T^E SUB had set, and tHe moon, &st completing her 
second 4|uarter, shonef full upon iis before the word was 
ghento mount and set forward. -.During the daylight, 
every one had examined "bis arms ; repaired the damages 
incident to a long liiarch ; and fitting his harness- and ac- 
coutrements for immediate u^, had -prepared himself, xis 
well ss (Srcurostances would allow, for the chances of a 
desperate struggle ; and when -we once more resumed, our 
inarch, every one knew that before, we Qould again seek 
repine, or dismount from our steeds^ the event of .that 
struggle must be decided. Except to myself, however, 
anilf perbaps to one or two odore raw hands, I do not be- 
live that a reflection of the kind occurred ; the rest were 
all too well inured to blood aad danger, and too confident 
of success from the excellent arrangement of their mea- 
sures, to think of any thing but victory and revenge ; but 
(We, who for the first time in our lives were to measure our 
strength in earnest against a powerful enemy, could not 
^entirely restrain the yearnkigs which Nature in- such cir- 
cumstances experiences. , 
^ We mailihed in perfect silence. However disorderly a 
body of Toorkomans may be 09 ordinary occasions, a 
sense <)f common interest restrains the most turbulent on 



euterfjIiiseQ like the {>re8ent. Nothing was now to be heard 
but- the tread of tiie horses, and now and then a &int clash 
of arms, Ever^ man seemed now to hold his breath, and 
grasped his quiver apd hi^ bow, that their .tattle might not 
hetray them. M length the fiuint bark pf« dog was, heard 
by the horsemen, in < advance, and the whole iwrty. was 
once more (mlted. The night^was' more than hailf spei^^ 
but the plan, of our leadera waa-not to attack the camp 
till the earliest dawn, tbar <mr people might have the full 
advantage of their enemiea'. surprise, without any risk of 
those tnistakes which night attacks so (»fte(r produce. The 
principal camps were^xalculated to. be still four miles dis- 
tant */so we continued full two hours in this anxious sitqa- 

tion^ without darings to advance nearer, for fear of giving 
the alarm. ' /, ' ^ - 

About three in the morning, w.e once more got into mo- 
tion : /the moon Wa& setting, and a deep gloom fell around ; 
"but the-qiiick eyes of our leaders coqld detect the first flush 
of the fadse' dawn* ii> the East. ^As we rode^along^ this 
appeapance\vanished ; but soon a broader light extended 
it9elf graduidly from the horizon to the zenith, ftBd objects 
at a- little -distance became visible. Our band was now 
separated into tvro divisions ; one of which filed off to the 
left, while that with which I remaiiied kept .straight on- 
ward. Presently, dark lines of low objects could be dis- 
cerned, still, at a considerable distance ; and we moved on 
in a direction that led u^ between. two of thes^ lines. It 
soon appeared thsLt they were tents, atid > beyond them en- 
closures, containing the cattle *spread over a large space of 
ground. 

A deep l)ay, or a long howl, had occasionally given us 
iplimatioQ that the hug0^ dogs which guard every tent as 
Well as the cattle enclosures, were on the alert, tbot^i^h not. 
yejt alarmed ; but nov^x>ne or two loud, sharp barks, fol- 
io wed by Im universal yell from all quarters', told fis that 
we were discovered by these trusty guards. This was the 

* " Subah Kauzib,'* the ^ytn^, or false dawn, is a phenomenon com- 
mon in t^iese, eairtx^ countries ; eonsisting m a^bxightnefts which appears 
from aA hotir to half an hont before the true dawn commences. It may 
b(6 some optical deception, depencBng upon refrfetctiofi of the sun's rays, 
eren when he is considerably below the visible horizon. 
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weU-knowihpr^ooncert0djiignal: ^^ Forward! forward T^' 
shouted Qmet Kbaii^ who was now at our head ; ^^ Bis- 
maiab! Bismillah,!"* 

«' AUah ! Allah ! ,^ekeh ! Tekeh •" iinswered ^very jab^ih 
and dashed forward at full sp^d towuds the tents. Hard-*. 
Ij ^)MUB there ,time<~for the alarm giyeh by th«^ dogs to .be 
taken by the^stiH deeping inhabitants, when our horsemen 
thundered in amopg' thenu The first of the m^n^ as tbey 
rushed from iheir i^nts^to see what was tbe/m4tter^ ran. 
upon- our lancea or a^words ; .and efen those who. came 
firom a greater distance, unfurmed and confounded, fell uiv" 
resisting before their ruthless .murd^era i/ 

Shrieks now rose on all ^ides :Vr-mea, women, and chil- 
dren, finding np safety in their tcpts^ were seen fosbing 
firom them half naked, and attempting ig fiy ;-<r-the- dog^s, 
frightened at the uproar, parked and bit at every thing ; — 
Ihe cattl^, partaking of their .terror, broke down their slen- 
der enclosures, and scoured Over thci plain' ; and the tents^^ 
the slight fastenings of which were cut. by ifne hprsem^n, 
or bursty by the flying- cattle, were over t'uriied^ and their, 
contents scattered abroad. Fires now ^ burst forth in 
some, which, blazing abroad, threw a wild red. gleam over 
(he scene pf tumult and carnage. 

No opposition could be offered to us, fori none of our 
enemies could find arms or horses^ nor had they any rally- 
ing point to form upob. We ^ had but to slaughter, and. 
mercilessly did we that morning avenge our nrordered 
ftiends : — men, women,, and children fell indiscriminately 
in the grey dawn ; for all passed so rapidly,.that before the 
light was clear, the whole Was nearly over. - 

But our task was not at an end. We had, it is true, de^ 
stroyed the principal division of the camp, while pur 
fi-iends bad been as successful, with anbther of , nearly equal 
size; but th^e were several spaaller.aouls in the neigh- 
bourhood, and it was soon disouvered that the fugitives . 
had gone to join one of th^^, the inhabitants of . which, 
having taken the alarm, had' armed themselves, and were 

I - ■ 

. * Bvmiltaht '* In the name of God." An ezclaxnfttion constantly in 
the mouth of allMahoaietfths, who pronqunce it on all Oifjca&ions, before 
commencing even the' most cpmmon - operations of life : it is prayer 
invocation, and blessing. ~ « ^ 
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now advancing to ascertain and oppose the force of their 
enemy. .; ' .' 

. • Poor wretches I the effort was worse than oseless. Not 
a man of oar party had fallen ^ not a. scratch was received 
by us in the first encounter,- so that^ intoxicated with car- 
nage, ^nd undiminished in nutabers,.^we ^wept on like a , 
Whirlwind to meefthcqi. But not a moment did they 
withstand the shock: theil' numbers were small; they 
hadvpot two hundred men, indifferently armed and mount- 
ed;; and when they saw «is, reeking with the slaughter of 
their frieiids^ come tl^ndeiring down upon . them, they 
broke and fled r itthen^a»too late ; we ofertook them 
in a moment, and many^were at once borne down and 
trodden u|ider: foot. : The remaii^der, however^ seeing that 
nothing was<;a.be guned.by flight,. took courage from de- 
spair-, and boldly faced us. .: This was ^he first resistance 
weliad mefwitfa, and, I s€>on found all iiaj skill called into 
action. , . . , 

My friend and master, 3^1im Beg, was. among the fore- 
most of his party in .pursuit :. he^ had char|red. through, the 
enemies^ troops and when they rallied be &und himself in 
advance of his own men, and almost surrounded by five or 
sisL of the enemy. In the whole. affair I had kept ray eye 
upon himi, pressing forward as close as possible to his 
side ;• and now we^wcre together, opposed, as I have men- 
tiQiied, to seme of the stoutest champions; of the enemy, 
rendered resolute by despair. At the first charge^ Selim's 
spear entered deeply into the breast of his opponent's 
horse, which, searing upright, caught the blow intended ibr 
its rider ; unable to recover itself, it fell backwards upon 
him ; but the spear was broken, and while thus disarmed, 
the lance of another, at full speed, had reached withm a 
yard of Selim's body; I saw the coming danger, and be- 
lieved him lost, but rushed with jny drawn sword upon the 
fellow, while,' almost mad with alarm, I .uttered a loud 
shout;: he started at the noise, and swerved fromjiis 
course— ^e. spear bat grazed the shoulder of Selim, 
though the shock almost overthrew his horse ;*-but my 
sword descended on the neck of the foe as he passed, and 
he rolled from his horse upon the ground*' I. gazed at his 
huge bodv for an instant, as he lay, and dren^ mj long-hel4 

6* 
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breath; but tbi^ Uttii^d paose was nearly fatal. J wa« 
recalled to niy<setf by a blow, which, parried by Selim'ts^ 
«word, whistled harml^y past ^y head, and we were ia- 
stantly and elose^ engaged with.twd otbera of the eBemy, 
who came spurrjo j^ to . support their fellow comrades. 
Others of our pe^le now joined dsy jiist as Selim had suc- 
ceeded in cleaving his opponent's. head ^;. whifle I, less for- 
tunate, receiyed a blow on the neck, which^ though the 
wound it inflicted was slight^ .aJmost tumbled me iiron my^ 
horse : ^d I migbt haTe fared ill enough^ haid' not old 
friend Hamet,. who, f^oin the first rencounter had kept me 
in view, spurred dp. at the rooinent, and 'thrust his lance 
through the man who ^ah it. 

I saw nothing more .for ^m^ timci; but, indeed, thj&. 
whol^ was over-^^e flower of the ^n^my's force had been 
destroyed, and the res^ in flight fell an easy prey, er es- 
caped by the fleetness of their horses and superior know- 
ledge of the ground. Oui' men now halted, and stragglers 
from the pursuit came 4a to" the; loud shouting of their 
comrades. We returned to the scene of eui^'flrst attacks, 
while a small fbrcro was sent .totbb i)iferior cf^mps to seize 
the women and children, and bring the most valuable. of 
the moveables to, the place of rendezvous. .^ 

To one, like ma, unaccustomed to carnage, it was an 
appalling scene. In the. intoxieation of youthful spirits, 
maddeneid by the ishouting and the din of arms, the ' 
atrocities that were committed by the uncertain light oi' 
early morning, had, in a great measure; escaped my no- 
tice ; — ^in the eagerness of doing V hardly looked at what 
W8^s done : but now, as we returned to the scene of: hor- 
ror, with spirits satiated with carnage, and saw the victims 
of our fury, cold, silent, stiffening in their blood, with 
what different feelings did I- view it! Lifeless mothers 
were there, with their pale arid mangledohildren, who, in 
their vain attempt at flight, had Men under- our un- 
sparing swords. Mi^rable old women, with their grey 
hair clotted with blood, and young girls, lovely as the Hou- 
ries o£ Paradise, their bosoms gashed with wounds, lay 
tiampled' on by the cattle, among burnt and overthrown 
teats, and all the melancholy wreck into which the demo- 
niacal work of a few minutes had transformed a populous 
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and well-ordered. 'camp.- When these terrible effects of 
oujf prowess flashed' upon ' nay ine^p^ienced eyes, I be- 
came rooted io the spot: howevec/ unmoved the hardy 
and' valiant heroes of our band <night be,I wasoirerwhdmed 
With 'Sadness iind. horron It recalled ,lo my memory most 
viyidly and painfully a^ scene of my cbildhood^ ;wiiich had 
begiin tp fade- from it like b dream ofah^ night; the 
slaughter of my clan, and the death of my mother^. were 
again before thy eyes, and, the yidions of glory :and promo- 
iion, after which I haii panted ^o ardently, b^ctm^ for the 
time worthless and disgusting. , ' , 

In this sad find bitter mood, while others spread about in 
search of plunder, I. wandered through the ruined encamp- 
mtent, dweUiii|» painft^ly on the dead and dying, as they 
Tay -scattered oil every side; when, passing by a heap' of 
"rubbishy ,donsist>ngV^ ad ii appeared, of broj^en reipds and 
balf-bunit scrapd of the black felts which cover the Toor- 
komans'' tenls^ my eye was!Caught by aslight movement in 
one- part of it* I went up, and had scarcely touched it 
witli my spear, wh«n I was 'startled by a screani from be- 
neath the heap. ; -It was n poor little^girl, who was endea- 
vojuriiig to conceal- herself among, the niins until the search 
.should be over., ',She screamed piteously, when I pulled 
her from her biding, place, nor for some time could T bring 
ber tb do any thing but tremble and shriek out ^^ Amaun ! 
Amauni* pity me unhappy!'* I was in no humour to 
barm her, but, drawing h^ gentiy towards me, told her, 
that if> she would come along with me, no one should be 
pertmtted tb tholest her ; iSr H soon occurred to me that 
if the little creature could pe- preserved, it would be just 
the present I had promised to. Shireen. >' But you must 
take my mother tool" cried the poor child with great 
earnestness p*>you must take care of ber too-rhere she 
is, sorePf hurt, iind she will not>peak to me !" t followed 
the poor thiii^ to the heap of rubbish ntdong which lay 
her mother,— but sho was akeadyVquitedead. When she 
comprehended4hat this was t&e case, her g^ief and dismay 
knew no bounds : she iell pn the bddy shrieking with an 
anguish that made my hekrl sore, and soon rendered her 

• ■ ■ - ' ' ' ■ . - 

* "Mcwy,*' or "quarter." 
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atmost insensible ; of this state I took, advantage to carry 
hcfi- in my arms baok to the place of rendezvous. 
- When I made, niy appearaAee fhtnTl^aded, I* was saluted 
from all quarters with loud jeers a^idkughten 

" Oh, ho !'* said qm^ **'hcre, Ma&ter Ismael has taken, 
c are of himself ; he has'taken an Eersande wife^ at le^as^t.^ 

" Ah, young Wo^od, yotfng bidfod," said.another, shaking 
hi&head, ^Vthis is the way with these young fellows ; but 
he ,T^oui^ hav6 dene, more wisely if be had secured her 
ornamients, witliout the wprthless Tparcaise." . 

'^ Or, sqppose he had caught hold of a few more camels 
and caltle^" said a thirdr 

" Is she: nit rather yourig-fo^ yoo, Isinael ?*' ;asked a 
fourth;; — " but every one to his liking« Now, I prefer tht^ 
jade of a mare, which will help nie to cairry-my. ^ooty, to., 
a worthiest baggage^ whom I should have to carry -my- 
self." ' '■ : . / * _; ' 

At ^ this moment, Selim, coming up, looked- with some 
surprise at my little burden^ and was also about to make 
some remark,^ whea I stopped him by felliiig hip wliat I 
had seen and done '^ adding, tb^t I. intended ^io carry the 
girl back with me for bis sister Sbifeen. ^, ~ ■ 

" What are you' drednoniiig of, man ?"^aid he ; *' bow 
can that .young creature ever aqcoinpany you? we shall 
have enough to do with the viable plunder we have got 
— we can't encumber ourselves with such things as thfet;'* 

" She shall be no encumbrance, I^ swear tp' you," qried 
I earnestly ; '^ I have nb plundei*^ nor do I want any. All 
I want is to keep my protnise to your sister, and she shall ' 
share my horse, and give trouble to no one ; -so do not^ my 
dear Selim, oppose me in this : rather aid me with your 
voice against the clamour that I know will be raised^." 

" Foolish boy," cried Selim, "'you do not £now what 
you are undertaking : th^ child Will nev^r reach our camp^ 
and you must, oh her' account^ give iD^ all your share of 
booty, which might be of so much use to you hereafter." 

He was proceeding in bis remonstrance, when Omer 
Khan, whom I had not seen since the end of the fight, 
caine up, attracted by the earnestness of our discourse. 

" Barikillah ! Ismael,''^ cned he, " you have made a 
good job pf your first campaign ; why, you are a perfect 
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PehlewaD,<*-a herb. Seiihii $eUs me ypu saved him an 
ugty blow, t shaQ riot for^dt that ;T-^b3at what the plague 
have you got tl?ere?" ad%d he, observing the Jittle girl, 
who, stunfi^ and; frightened at the bu£it^.clung> round 
me, and hid her face in the skirts of my* gpwh;^" what 
young animal is this ?«-7»what do you mean to m.dke of 
her, eh ?^' •" . ; , ^ - ^ , - , > . . 

I blushed,' and. httng my. head, rathef alarmed at tkei 
view he seemed likely to tako of my |[)roject,3vheh Selipi, 
pitying my embarrassment', took up the discourse^ told Qiy 
story^ and added, that my little captivj^ wad meant as a pre-' 
sent for> his daughter. '^^'A pi^esentfor Shireeni^'^hoed 
Omar Khan,, l^nitting his bMmsand bendibg his keen eyes, 
on me ;'^^ and what has'lsiiiael to djo with Shiieen,* that he 
^should think of expo^ng himself, qv. plaguipg ns, to make 
her presents ?" • Li ^ hesitating tone I now told tfai^ Khan 
of'Jny promise to his daughter, but I did .not think it 
necessary to relate. aS the particulars df our parting sc^ne. 
He still loojced suspiciously and ^ith somo displeasure at 
me; but' Selim, taking; my paf|^ ob^^rved,^' that there was 
nothing" unnatural ia my wish^o pake a present of my first- 
fruits in war to one of my patrot^'s family ;'' and added, 
^^ that I had promised my ehkrlge s}iould>give no trouble to 
any; one On the retreattr-^and, indeed," added he, ^^I 
db not think she .will long plagtie even him, for the poor 
little ereatupe seems so nearly dead already, that she will 
Qertainly be left in -the sands ere. ha}f ouir first taarch is 
oveci"---" Well,*', exclaimed Omer Khan, after some pause, 
^^ th^ youth has behaved like a man to-day^ be has won his 
right to Tavour,.. and shall have it; I wish he had baen 
wiser, ho wever-^but let him have his faticy, only take care 
that it does not impede our retreat ; ajid remember," added 
he sternly, "I will have no playing, the^ fool in my family." 
Wi^h this hint he turned awa^ leaving Sdim and me look- 
ing on each other, with some confusion, 'r 

" My father," observed Selim. aftei* a pause — " my fa- 
ther is ruffled, but he^'is fond^of ypO, and you mpst not 
mind occasional asperities, wjiidh occur in 'the very best 
of tempers. It is OQly on^ some^ particular subjects that 
he is apt to become so m\iQh displeased ; and of all these, 
vviatever is connected with the management of his family, 
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particularly the female part of it, i^ most «pt to J^ude his 
feelings aod alarm hid suspicions/' He- paused, but. was 
about to resume his speech, when the clamour of parties 
arriving with 'prisoners arid catde,— ^-female shrieks, with 
the curses of • their'Captors, and the loud shouting of the 
chiefby ivho' endeavoured to maintain -some degree of 
order, broke off* ouf discourse. We ran to our posts; 
Und I, finding^ my friend Hamet already on ^futy, guardirig 
some plunder -that belonged to the chief, easily prevaiJed 
on him t<) tdke charge of mjL little captive, while I went 
to.assist in i^epaj'iiigibr OUT retreat. f ;■ . 

This step could not indeed^ have been long delaj^ed witfa- 
out^immifient danger. We knew ithat several^ menf- of the '■ 
plundered aot^ had inade good their escape'^;^ and tfabugh 
we bad ascertained^that there was* not within a. coasRlerable 
distance ahy camp of sufficient force t^ afford the moans of 
pursuing us with efie^t, it waa.still obviously jmident, with 
our tired horses, to lose no time in regaining our own ter- 
ritories', before any force that might be mustered could 
overtake us. Before ithe sun. was three hours high, the 
work of plunder as well as that of death had been completed, 
and in two hours^ niqre that plunder was bound, upon the 
cattle— -chiefly horses and camels— r^hich w^e determined 
to carry, with us ; the rest were slaughtered or maime^. 
Our ptisonerSf consisting of about two hundred woipeii and 
girls, with only forty or fifty men, were pinioned and set ujron 
the spare beasts, or mounted behind ourselves on ^the 
strongest of our horses ; and the whole party, thus^encum- 
bered^ quitted the scene of desolation, and turned their 
faces homeward. The preceding sun liad set on that u<r- 
l)appy cannTp and Its dependent aouls, in plenty^ comfort, anwd 
peace, crowded \^ith full two thousaikP. souls of every ^ge 
and sex, rich in cattle and ih goojds^^the next day it siione 
I3p6n a heap of smoking ruins; bilt there was no x>ne. to 
weep, over them, for tfa« wolf, the jackal, and the vulture, 
were feasting in the blobd of its warriors, and its few re- 
maining daughters were, led for ajvay into slavery. Such 
is Toorkoman war and ToorltomanjGvenge ! 



CHAPTER IX. 
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^ ^ ' " ; TH^ BBTBEAT. 

DfiTEKHiHTO takeep my wbtd,.and to be iolep&ndenfof 
.^I assistance, I coouived a sort of cushioo behind nay saddle^ 
^pon whicti I seated ray little prize, with ber arms about-me ; 
and secured her from.a(^ident_by.a shawl passed round her 
body^and mineu' Bhe qphtinued for alonif time to cry bit-, 
terly ; ^ till at length she fe]! into a sort of stiippr^ and beoame 
quiet.. I enpouraged .her as well as I co.uld, and by s^6oth- 
ing expressions succeeded in in^iiring hec with rathej: more 
dopfidehee ; although she could not.be brought to. forget 
that she was in the hands of thgse whomT she .bad been 
taught, to^ dread (jroov her earliest chiidhopd, and who bad on 
that 4ay destroyed all her family. ^ But the poor child soon 
became miserably tired ; and I wat glad, when, after a most 
&tiguing& march,^ which lasted until about three hours, after 
supset, we' halted at some wells in a low spot^ where a few 
half-dried herbp, along with Boiiie bafley irom the plundered 
camjpraflbrd^ a scanty re^reshmeaito ojir horses an^ cattle. 
Tbe^exhauBted state of tjtose, as well as of the prisoners 
and ourselvfts^ required a few hours' repose, even :at the 
hazard ofa surprise ; and, indeed, soTatigued was eVery one 
with that 4ay^f work, .that I belie y6 the watch was but in- 
differently kept^ but nothing disturbed our rest. I wrap- 
ped up my tittle charge with all Uie care I could, and took 
lier.to sleep in my arras. . • . ' 

Next mornings before -the sun was up, the more prudent 
and active of our company summoned the rest ; and start- 
ing from profound sleep, we proceeded to load and march. 
Anxiokis for the comfort of spy j)oor captiye, J gave up the 
idea of carrying her behind me aH the way^ and made in- 
terest with Hamet to procure her a place, for this day's 
march, on one of the lightest lo$L(fed camels ; where, neslled 
in among a pile of felt and carpet furniture, the little dam- 
sel sat more at her ease than on the croup or my horse* 
But I to<^ care to k^p out of tiij milster's way als far as 
possible, for fear of awkward questions ; eveq Selim made 
no observation on the siifajebt : and although, from the 
dropping and disabling of animals, and the necessity of lets^ 



Bffiting valuable captii^S; -who w.ere unaMesto eointinue the 
march on foot^ the remaiDing' cattle became still more 
heavily iadeti, I continued tbb whble (lay free of my burden-. 

In this manner we proceeded, though not without alarm ; 
for the rising of , the dust on .either band gave us reason 
more than once to dread that ourvfpes hadovertaken us; 
and otice, a smalF 'party of iiorsemen certainly came in view 
Upon our d^nk, ne^r enough to«obsprve our strength, biit 
np large body made their appearance, nor did wo ezjjeri* 
eiice £ki attack of my sort ; ''although, Heaven kpows^ 
we left traces enough, and dismal ones, in our coursb to 
guide pursuers. * ^ . 

As we approached our owp territories, our chi6i&, anxious- 
for the preservation of the valuably boot^ and captiVeS) in* 
stead of relaxing, urged on the march more ralp»idly than ai 
fh^t y and such is the excellence and higli conditioD of the 
Toorkbraan hoir^es, that they bore this;, increased fat%ue 
without disti^ess, and even appeared to ihcreader in spirits, 
as their instinct told them ithat. the termination of their toil 
approached. The poor women and younger prisoners, in- 
deed, felt it severely, and a g^od' many, unable to endure it 
longer, were leil to their fate. But it Was weH-for us that 
the foresight of our >chi6fs had thus u;'ged'us-ibFward.^ On 
the evening of the fourth day, when we knew that our own 
camp wais almost in sight, some of the rearward hbrjBemen 
came spurring up^tatell that a cloud of dust was seen rising 
behind us, which, from its extent, betokened a large bpdy of 
horsemen. These tidings produced an immediate bustle 
in our host*-the weary cattle were goaded forward, the 
bonds, of the prisoners drawn tighter ; as manj as could 
free themselves of encumbrance got r<^ady for action, and 
fell into the reai* ; but all pushext forward at the most rapid ' 
pacein their power, the strong and acthre pressing and push- 
ing on the slow or obstinate. Woe be to hitn or her among 
the prisoners who failed or fell, for they were mercilessly 
murdered, both to terrify the rest into exertion, and that 
Ihey might neither escape, nor inform those in pursuit of our 
real condition. Not a word was spoken, hor a sound hea^d 
but the quick trampling of the horses' feet, and the loudly- 
uttered threats or abuse of those who urged on the priscto-* 
ers, or their fiunt cry for mercy aa the but-end of a lance 
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w«B applied Uk qvockeQ Iheit fnotkips. Haiqr u| eje IP99 
ttfraed' to^ioiMl^ to the. W9f^ as Ihe biige odiimn oi 4i|Bt 
roee yet higher and depser >iib the w)iid« and proved too* 
surely that our punmers gained upon ua fiist.. 
. At lastvaa the wind ifeered to one side, those farthest in 
the rear could mark the ^eam of a spear^ pr, of a steel-cap, 
bteaeking thrpug)} the cloud ; and soon the dark forms of 
those who hwp them aught be distinguished $ but at tUi 
^tixne, too, A ciy of ^ofAotix the advance .^f our cohii9ni 
Vfi^h had jest croaroed a low ridge of 8and-hillbcks,^om- 
mimicated the glad tidings^ that the first en^mpments of 
ioyff tribe werejn'view* .A few of the foremost horsem^io- 
eUmtly darted onward to ji^ve notice of oiir eppreach, md 
beat op for asisistance to repel the advancing foe» 
. By ^lis idem our enemi^ were within.less than a ode : 
tb<^ had learned from some of the dWbM people, left 
behind in our r^eat, that wis could aot he&r before them, 
apd had in consequence ui^Bfed their h<H'6es to the utsoost 
of their /Steength to overtake us before we should be able.^ 
toarriye within reach of. aid, 4E!o tfaat^ though noW wtihin' 
our Vie w^ they were forced toadyante at a pioreniedesate 
pace,>in ordetr to giv6 the rear tiine to close op. The 
ahe&txin our Ccdumn told them that tiiey were late y never- 
thdesa tjiey closieid with hs, and poured a flight of snows 
nfoa our rear-g)iard; whicb, in good , order, and inspinted 
by the nearness of succour, fcttumed the salute as they 
retreated ; and this desultory dnrmiabing continued for a 
mile or two, without much ,eS0ci on either side. 

And now iresh and more continued ahouts firom the ad^- 
Tance of our party, as they rode across the laal sandy 
ridge near our own sweet river, announced* seme new 
event ; and soon the j<^i tidings spread, that a consider- 
el^ tropp of horsemen were advancing firom the nearest 
tents. Upon this, otir heroes, certain now of victory, 
where bot a moment before eiven safety was doubtfol, fint 
halted to form a little, and then with bniddloutd rushed 
forward to charge the enemy, who were by no means pre- 
pared forauch an assault.. They received us, however, 
boldlf , and for a &w minutes there was a ifieree and close* 
handed janiggle with the spear and the sword ; but the 
news wlj^ielt had given spirits tp us, qpread also to the ene- 
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iity, canyitig with it the chili of diMpj^utment. ThS^r' 
did not wait for the appearance of their fresh opponente^ 
but hastily, retrisated upon their still advanoiog rear ; the 
whole thiis fell into confusion, which our men would rea- 
dily have taken advantage of, but their bor^es were inmost 
worn out, and the- night was. &8t coming on ; so,iifter a 
last charge, in which several of the enemy were ,cut to^ 
pieces, w^ turned and> rejoined the line of march, leairiog 
their^h troops to pursue bur victory if . tb^ tboughtfit. . 
These, however, consisted only of about one hundred 
und fifty men and boys, mounted, on the spur of the nio« 
anent, to ,assista detachment from ouir camp, which had 
beea^sentte seek. inteUigetice of iis ; aiid they were too 
weak to»risk. any thing alsne against the enemy ; so, leav- 
ing theor to retreat a:s they best mig^, we all made our 
way ^to. the first large aoul, where we' remained for. the 
aig^t, vigikuidy wi^tchioig against any assault on the part 
of our defeated pursuere. But from them we were quite 
secure^; the scouts sent out fot intelligence rbporteds on 
their retiira, that they had certainly retreated homeward ^ 
from some of the wounded, they learned thi^t the force 
bad originally consisted of about four hundred and fiiiy 
men^ rapidly got together from the neighbouring camps, 
to endeavour, if poeeoble, to overtake us encumbered with 
bur plunder. Of these, more than sixty had been disablod 
or killed in our skirmish and charge, or had^ fallen behind 
on the route ; so that they were now too weak to attempt 
any thing of importance where the alarm had been «e 
effectually given, and they, had consequently sought .the 
speediest road back to the neighbourhood of Andkooee, 
and the banks of the River Aiiioo.* 
..The next day we arilved happily at our delightful home 
by the Gbiishmah Jemaltee, &Q<^ were welcomed by those 
we had left thefie, with a rjoy at our safety which was not 
the less lively for ^* rich phmder we had succeeded in 
bringing home. - I may weM say our safety, for out of the 
M^hole miQiber that left the camp, we ^d not lose above 
ten or a dozen menv and most of these were killed in the 
skirmish within iight of our homes. It was calculated, th^t 

* The Oxus, 



ototir enemies nbt less thaii a, ttKnisaaid s6Qls,iD6ir, yromso^ 
and cfaildcen, were killed or taken prisonerai* . Their 1o«b 
in cattle could not be ei^miited ; but We succeeded in 
bnnging into^ camp about tiiree Iiundred hoEses, and an 
eqaal nnmber- of <^aiitel8, besides yaboos,' and inferior 
animals. Such was the result of a well-concerted enter* 
pri^e^ aided by good fortibey and conducted with coiirage 
and skill/ 

When the Kitan and his immediate attendants reactiBd 

tibie tentS) the whole of bis futnUy fashed out to receive 

him, and my^ sweet Shireon. advance«i timidly among the 

rest ^ the women : her eyes, which waiidered over the 

party, s6on ieati^ on.iav; and I iieheid her beautiful 

eoanlenance illuminated by-a flush of joy, which wad niln- 

gled with wrprise as she observed Ae harden which I had 

now resumed, seated po my horse^s cioup) and ohnging to 

me with reiiewed alarm«> When Bhireen came\in turn -to 

salute her father,' he took her kindly i|i his arms, and after 

embracing her, was about to pasQ on ; when, recolliecting 

hiflhsctlf,!^ exclaimed, ^^By the head of the Propliet, I had 

forgot! Where is that vagabond of a Kuzzilbash, that 

played the &ol abotit bringing a present for this girl ? let 

liim cc^miB forward now." I made my appearance in much 

ednfusipn; -ftNr^this was not, the time nor tiie manher 

in ^ which I . meant ^ to have offered tbe gift, for 

which I ha4 braved so' iniiich. : But the.iUian was not 

-to ' be denied^ perhaps ^he Busq|>ected my hope of a ten-^ 

der inteiriew, which be tiid not choose his daughter should 

be exposed to ; . and resolved to crush this, with all other iboli 

ish and aspiring hopes, in the very bud. . At his desire, I un« 

&stened my little charge, who was still bimkled to my back, 

and set her- on the ground before hioi.~ The poor thing, 

half dead firom, fotigue^ Waa^almost annihilated by the half- 

stern, half*JQCular manner of my master, who,^ taking hold 

of' h^r not in the gentlest way, cried, ^^ Why,, what sort of 

a- baggage is this ? It is a perfect child ; she'll never grow 

to be a woman ! And what is she in such a firigfat about ? 

does she think we are gouls, gcnng to eat her>up ? Here. 

Shiffen, he^e is a young fool, who ha3 risked his neck and 

half killed his horse and himself, on purpose ta bring ypu a 
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yottog Eersanee wlm\p as an ofl^nnif* — an a ^UBzer frozEi my 
servant to hid |]iiaster!s dougbter, — do yott o^iiid ? and «^ 
such I^ peunit you to accept of it i* hut ( n^ed not iuid« 
tliere B^ist lie no inore^ such fooleries-^^yjp)] will not find 
we h RHin td be trifled wiU» \" So sajing^ hejetired uto 
Us Mnt >mth iiis fainMyf leawig h^ astounded at the tone 
he had assumedvas weil as at ^^obscace Wts eonvayed 
hy his warnings, and not a Iittle>niortified at the untoward 
cireutiastanees under iphich ^ny unlprtunate offering had 
been preisented to my mistress. The only consolation I 
bad, was in jpb8ervin|f the Jdndness wil^ which ^ireen 
feceived. the iittle- c|iptivev and the, glance, whicb told me 
that ^y attentiiin was not lost upon its object. Fatigued 
and dufiiritedvl appfied my self, with the rest of n^ com-^ 
rad^s, to tmid our^ wearied horses^ end dispose of the plun- 
der ; nor^ltSl >a|l this was cofllpletery arrai^ed, did we 
betake omrsdl^eis to repose. ^.' ,.. 



CHAPTER X. 

niajtriFKULTioN. 

NsxT moiiungfjising^eariy, I repaired to the Ghusb- 
miih J^allee, theiusud rend^vous of the women, in hopes 
of obtaiaiBg^ an interview with Shiremi. She did net appeart 
and I was vexed and disa^ointed;^^— I thought her unlsindl, 
ciuuiged^~7and after lingerhig for some, time, I i^teup hope» 
of seeing her^ and wandered from place to place, perform- 
ing my usual duties with restless ill-hompur.. 

In the course of: my work I was foiind by. SeHm, who, 
still elated widi the sucoess of our ei^peditioo, and Ul^ ap- 
plause as well as plnnder he had gained, accosted me gaily. 
sHis high spirits jarred upon m^ soul like i^ ilKtiined instru-e 
ment ; my c^plies were cold and abmpt, and^ ill accorded 
witb the state of his own feelings that h^ paused and looked 
at me with surprise. 

* The Persians usedifierent tenns to express the various descriptions 
of gifts or offerings. Thus, Enmn signifies the present of a superior to 
an inferior ; PHtkeuah, or Mtzxer, that pf an inferior to a superior ; 
M^deh a present for bringing good news, &c. 



x^ausestfaii^depreasion wb^ joy^reigns over the whole daiiip, 
wsd joa yourself share .so ki|[l^ a&d so d^ervMly in the 
{liraises that are bestowed upoD all ?«-^ay, what^ ails yOQ^ 
Isteisen" . . K 

^^ Joyi|'' i:epliedl i^loomily-^^^ joy is'fer the happy and the 
free ; — upraise — ^I lay claiai to noaa for doing my doty ;-~ 
foiit the'Kuzraibash staTO might Jiave b^n spared taunls 
and mockery, tprperihog Jus hfe, and sacrificing all his 
dumee of private booty, to carry home .a suitable present 
forbid master'^s daughter t" The emphasis I laid on iheslE) 
wcHrds brought to Selim's recoUeetion the sbene that had 
Oicciu^red ^on our return the :^ay before, between his father^ 
sistervand 'me. >^ Ah,"<:ried he, ^^ I thought as much ^ 
yoja.arfi distreand ^t toy fiuiheti^s seeming harshuM, and 
disappointed at the 'nianiier in wbiph he has taken your 
kindiy-meac^it exertions. But you must- remember,, my 
irieftd, that my father is advanced in years, and still ol4er iti 
the trade'of .war : fae^onseqaefitly makes little allowance 
for the feelings or ^ncies of youth, and sees merit only in 
the bold execution of duty-— in the performance of gallant 
and daring exploits. Your romantic promise to Sfaireen was 
a thiQg he could neither miderstaild-nor appreciate the mo- 
tives of ;^ and I can«;dbSsur€» you, that had your behaviour on 
the whole of our chappow not been greatly to his mind|' 
yOu would not have met.#ith so liracfa nndiugenee. But, 
on the other hand) your patience of fa%ue luid privaii<m| 
70urindeAtig&l^ attention to all points of duty, and your 
spirited- conduct in action, were things which he folly «s; 
timates, and- which have given him .the most favourable im-i 
pressions regarding you ; it only remains for you to support 
the credit .you > have aofuired^ "and ta' take special care not 
to lessen ord^eat thegood eiejcts it may prioduce upon 
your fortune, by ^y inconsiderate radiness of your own: 
As*to your slavery, as you call it, I think you cannot but' 
allow that it has follen more ligiitly on you than on most of 
those ill your condition ; and you knoi;^ that the &ult is^ 
prineipaliy your own, if you are not now in a situation to 
work out your own freedom." , 

I was silent ; — ^there vr^A so much truth in what Selim 
^d jsaid) yet it had sometbmg so grating to my feelingly, 

«7* 
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that for ttie ^^U I eodd notsbave fof^ a$Bd£ to reply, 
but refiiained dark and mqody, tfir^ing fKkj eyes fixedly on 
tbe grodpd. I hardly admitted to myBeUr uU that wad pass* 
ing ia my iDind, where sfai^me, vexUioriv and disappoiBtmest 
iV'ere mingled in unspeakable bitteniess. But my iiriend 

^ read that heart better than f dared to do. Considering 
me for 9. while without /peaking, ^\ Comi^t come«" at lest 
cried hef>^ clear up jopr Wow, and accompany me to the 
exercising ground ; let hot otheni^see you in this mood .; I 
iirould not for the whole booty we took, ih«t you appeared 
thus in such a season of rejoicing ;^you — one of those, best 
entitled to enjoy it — with so Jong a face and so gloomy, an 
eye ? what could people think ? wh^t would they say-? — By 
the .way,'*^ observed he in cbnttnuatfon, ^^1 «nce beibi^> 
toc4 notice to you of my father's pecuUanties, and of those 
in particular which regard the females of his ft.au)y* - We 
Toorkomans, you know, have few of those scruples re- 
garding women which are entertain^ by th^ .KuzEHbash^ 
and Osmanlees. The mysterious veil;, aiid the sacred screen 
of the harem, are little known among us ;^-:Our women 
move about in opien day, freely and Qmrestrainedly as^ the 
men ; nay, our enemiea aVer, that many of us little cai^ 
about their virtue or their chastity. Yet this is a base slan^ 
der ; ■ for I am certain, that in the families of the elders ami 
well reputed persons of our tribes, the women are. as^pure, 
and the men as' jealous of their honour, as the strictest 
among those na^ns whose womea are constantly immured. 
^ Amiong these, I may safely say, that my ftther is one 
of the most scrupidoqs ; and voe be to the man who should 
wron^ him in this point 1 Another matter, on which he is 
equally punctilious, is the sacredhess of his oath or hk 
promise^ There is, as every one kiiows, a certain degrde 
of deceit, which CMstam sanctions, and the way of the world 
requires ;* and though we Toorkomans do not carry our 

. laxi^ in this particular sa&r as our n^gfabours the iCuz- 
ailbashes,. there are none of qs, perhaps^ who havj» not 
occasionally recourse to subterfuges, evasions, or untruths. 
But when my father has once voluntarily giyen a solemn 
promise, or has been induced to bind himself to the per- 

« Thi? 10, at leMt, Pendaa rewoidiiilf aad Pcrsisn morality* 



jforthance ef 4l^y co)QidtUon bynn oatb^ nothing may eVer 
coQip^ himto vii^lQ it. 

' Mjlfy-sister Shifeeo, Ju9 ddest daoghter, ^ss been loQg 
tfte suinect of such a -solemn promise. ' Certain events in- 
ttiiecid him several feiEtrs ago to pfxmiiae ber in marriage to 
the eklefttt Wn of Hydei: fieg, his relation ; 'and the inar^ 
Hage woM ere this have been ablemnized, had liot the youngs 
ma&i who;el^knc^ to form an infimaey ^ith the son of an 
Ooa^eck nbbtemaO) sf^ited. and obtained permission^ to 
t^ ai^mpany his frieDdxm a pilgrimage to Meccav whither 
thi&iSrtbeF was bound t^ a vow : they have now been- three 
years absent, and th^r retorit,^ whidh 13 only soppoaed to 
hlbvcrbeett delayed by the idangierons and misettled state of 
the eoantriesrthey have lo travd through, is. now ^ilylooked 
for; -It is possible that-tfais eiroani»t&nce, and yneasiness at 
seeing his fiivoqrite seh^ina'reniiainingsoiong upacoomplish- 
edvma^yhave in some degree aggravated bis impatience on 
iiifit hearing of your, intended present to lua daughter, al- 
though I cannot say that 1 think hiiii very reasonable in the 
affiiir. Asit hasoccufred, fa6wever,.andasitmay bi^somehOw 
or other coiiniteted^itbtl»circurasta|icesIhave 
I tfaottght it was the p^ of a friend to advise you of them/' 
Sdim gave a particular mnphasia to the last observation, 
and,; as he eondoded^ bent a glance on, me so keen that I 
could not bear its expression, and was fain td 8tok>p towards 
Uiegrdundvin order to hide the confonsion'which overpow- 
ered 'me, aiid which htslied over all my face in a scadet 
tide^ The glance was soon withifrawn^ and succeeded by 
a look of deep^o0mpass'on,.wbich< trasbar^y observed by 
me, aa^ in pity to my evident dicftress, be quitted me,lind 
turned to loin his coaq>aniona at their exercises. 

I bad need to be akMieto reflect; there was matter 
sufficient to engage all m? thoughts. Shireen betrothed l^^ 
about to be married i My beloved compaiiiOn, ihe object i 
held dearest mt earth— till how I did not kpow how deaiv- 
about to betaken from m* 1 I never had examined the senti- 
ment I entertiined for Slireefi,it had not once entered my 
headtoddso; I i^yknev that it was sweet, and, I cherished 
it without consideriageoBSequences. Inow aawhow mubh 
bitterness I had beea preparing for myself. It seemed aa 
if the very consuminaticm of my misery w)au9 at band, and 



76 ' AmsixTWsiiM «f 

that I WAS neverto behold inybeloi^Sfaii^enagab^ ' The 
ddte^ed b»clegrdom— fol* faatd[ii! ^d detested Ifelt he muat 
be— might ^amveJn a mbiith, a Wieek, a day ; and their, 
doubtless^Omer Khan would bring to a conclusion the 
marjciage he had so mudi at heiart. There was no be^ for 
it. What was I? A slave 1 a. Kuzzilbasfa ! a Sheah 1 I 
fblt as jf I &ould . almost hnive renounced, my faith, if the 
sacrifice would faiive prdserred Shireen unmarried. — •XJjS'- 
married! Would that eioftt^nt.me ? Oh no ! I felt that her 
daily,- her litourly pNssenee was necessary to me ; tiiat to 
satisfy my longings she foiet foe wholly mine ; — ^it wasMove 
^-^pawerful love J-^that love' which I bad beard described 
in the pdems recited by our story-teQers atid bards^ tfatt 
€Hed my heart and absorbed all iny senses^ And how was 
itnOw to be sa^isfi^? Reaton, asserting her isway at' inter- 
vals, in spite of the confusion that reigded in my bri^, 
Rifled her voicci and told me, tl^t SEoreen, the daughter of 
a Tekeh chief, could. never -^b^ the wiie-of a Kuzzilbash- 
slave. ^ DeqMmdeney seized on me, and I wandered about 
In utter hopeleiss misery^ 

At lengtfi, overcome with exhaustion of inind, 1 had 
~ thrown mysdf down in a retired part of the ruiiied gar- 
den which lay behind the ChashBoah JeAiaHee, and was 
gazing on the groimd wiih tacudt eyes^ whisn my attentioii 
was excited by a slight noise in the rank grasSf^and on 
looking" up, I observed'a female figu^eislowly approaching 
the spot where I lay :-^it was ShireeD, «tnd alone. When 
she observed me^she started, and half tmned as if (o re- 
treat; but. the misery expressed in my countenance fixed 
her to the spot, for Icould not4meak: she hesitated, gazed, 
and returned: " Ah, IsmaelJ*^ said .«he, while the tears 
stood in her eyes, ^^;1 must sp^ak'to you in spite of every 
thing. You are ti&happy-— you are ill — ^what is the mas- 
ter ? I dare not stay n moment U comfort you ; but can I 
db nothing, can I send no oiie to you ?&-^my brother Se- 
lim ? tell ine.»'-^" Is it you, Shireen," cried I, "that asklf 
I am unhlippy, and desire to kno^ the cause ? Are these 
the terms on whieh we parted, or those on which I hoped 
we should have met again ? No^ you know too well there 
is a change^ a dismal chaoffe, which has blighted all m^ 
"tmom of happiness, and doomed me ftrevor to be wretch; 



ed l"r^*' Aiaa, das ['' fepliU ^ ^llme is mdeed a 
dfasqge, bat npr in me, dis«r Isma^; aot in »•, believe 
me. i am the same I ever w«b to you ; and never, never 
csB be otherwise : — ^but ob! jrotu do oot know-^I dace not 
tell you^'-rl must not) indeed I must not stay here any 
ledger ; only do net be so very jqniserable^* do not look so 
darkly^— indeaed I love yoii« ^d I thank you for all yoQr 
Idhdiiefls*-*— Oh that I dared itp speyLi-^btit I inust^go, I 
mu^ indeed, or ' > ' ' " ". ".Chr what, Shireen ? Are yoa 
afcaid'Of me, dr whift is it that yim dread 1 do you grui%e 
me a ^w* moments, whetn they may he aniong the last we 
can have together ? How soon may it be out of your 
power td see me at all !*'-^^^ What mean you ?"- .cridd she 
breathlessly. : ^^ do fwk indeed know ?" — ^* I know all dhi« 
reiea : I know )ba| 70a are betrothed— *to be . married-!^- 
teamed and taken from me — ^from m^ who cannot live 
wiChout you i"^-rAnd the misery of this thought, exoapera* 
ted by her presence at the moment, gaye me such anguish^ 
that I hid my &cein my hands, and burs^ into a passionate 
fit of teiiTs. r^ Oh, fbrmercf a sake ! fi>r Afiah^s sake!'' 
cried the po^r gir)^ terrified at this sight, ^^ be ^not ligitated 
thua-^recf^r'youfsenses, or I shall. be distracted^myself^ 
fdr i camrat endure tol see your gnj^.l Am I lees raisera-^ 
ble than you Ismaet ?— ^it was but last night that all this was 
told me ; and what^ a sight I passed I Worn but witli 
wiping, I fell asleep, and dreiamed such dreadful dreams, 
and WG^ oMy to find it all true^-my ^yea are sore with 
iveeping, and it was 6ttt now thajt I sought the cool air to 
refiresh-me a little. But do you lou^w," 6ontinupd she, 
anxiously looking around, and dropping he^ voice, as if 
afraid of being overheard-<--^^ do you know that I am forbid 
to walk or play with you any mo^e^ or ^ven to iqpeak to you?^ 
— ^^^Howi'.' exclaimed I, stiirting ap in a fury of rage, 
^^ what mean you ? who has done this? Selim told me 
that you were betrothed, but he never toUf me this !— is he 
too fal^ef — ^^^Noyjdo," interrupted she ; ^do becompo* 
sed, or I must leave yotf at once. Selini is your true friend, 
and interposed, as far to he could, wl^en my ^fathery in hi$ 
severest tone, denoune^^ia anger against me^ if I should 
ever resume the intimate terms on which I have been- with 
you, and which^it seems, he had never suspected^ pr at 
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least never attended to; ^ AhJ^ be ope^^ so angrily, aitd 
called yob by such hamfa names l--tet be loTes you, kmaelt 
for all this ; he said you were a braye fellow or you sbotdd 
llot remain another xlay in his . family— rtbat. he would sdl 
yoii to the OozbecksV Kyyab."— '' SeU me I selLmeF 
breathlesaly repeated I ; *'} did the tyrant dajre ?— but^ mer- 
.eiful Allah ! what^m I, that talk thus I — ^am I notbis sla've t 
may fa6;not sell^ kill^ or cut me pieeeroeal at bis pieaaure T^' 
-r-^^ No, no, he wiU not sell you noi*: har^ you," cried Sbi- 
jreen, in an earnest, soothing tone; ^^only moderate this 
violence^ which wiU kill me', und can do you no good ;'-^it 
is by soothing, not by irritating, jou must endeavour to re- 
. store matters to a bett^ footing. My father is now angry -; 
he dreads or suspects more than be has reason for ; but 
this wiU subside by degrees, And you will find him retom^o 
bis former habits of kindness, if yon wiU be but prudesl 
and cautious. But let us not be seen together, dear fsma- 
el ; you may depend' upon the affection q£ Shireen, what- 
ever becopies of her : but farewell now, tnay God protect 
you V-. — ^> No, no," cried I, ^Vstayja moaientf meet me at 
thd retired chasm bebintt. yon sand-hills, where the rocks 
a^e,-and where the wild asses sometimes feed ; vmee^ me 
to-morrow, after the morning work is oVer."-r-^M cannol, 
J[ cannot i*' — *'^ Then I ii^Ul iM>t leave you now j — if yoa 
wish me to retain my senses, and act with coolness and 
judgment, do not refuse me ;-^*promise V'-^^^ Oh !V' cried 
3he, wringing her hands, ^* vrhatshall Ido ! — what will be« 
eome of me ! Ob, Ismael, you are crud^ treat me thus! 
Well, I will trfU} come ; I will, indeed, do mf best ; once 
more, may God protect you!" She was gone, and dark- 
ness seemed to cover me^ I rose, scarcely sensible of 
"what I did, yet, iii a degree, less miserable than before, and 
took niy way towards the tents. • 

During the whole of this day I saw no mere of the Khan 
or of Selim. I avoided observation, and retired at night 
to meditate rathertban^tosleep,-— if the tumultuoQs thoughts 
that swept in wild succession through my mind could be 
called meditation. It -was a chaos in wbicb one* object 
^lone was <listinct, and that object was Shireen. The 
Khan's anger, and the degradation which I had suffered— 
the interdict passed on my conunnnications with bis daugh-' 



ler*-rtbe intended marriage of that daughter — ^all nringled 
iB^a^ dark and boding clotid of misfortune, that threatened 
Uf change the hue of my biUierlo happy life to gloominess 
and woe ;-^-aU my restless mtising» ended in: the bilter con- 
cfuston that-8hireen was fbreverlost to me. I had, it was 
tmevmade an appointment with her fot the morrow ; — ^yet 
to. what -end ?• what had I to propose ? whatcoqld I tell her^ 
hot that which had so often been already said ? She could 
do nothing against the will of her. father, nor could I by 
smy means shaken off the pawer and authority of my mas- 
ter^— to what use, then, was, the proposed interview ?---Btit 
i^ was late to reason ; rpaission demanded the meeting, and' 
to'go I was deterniined, come of it what' might. 

.This war of thoughts'settled into something of a. oahn 
before 'morning, and on rising I applied^ mys^f sedulously 
to my usual occupationss determined to assume an appear- 
ance of the tranquility 1 did not f«el, and try the effect of 
an unconcerned exterior and attention to my duty, upon 
the temper of my master. I was at my post, along with 
Seliin- and others of my master's h6$isehold ; and in the 
tisual exercises of horsemanship, the spear and the bow^ I 
performed so successfully as to attra;ct the praise of Omer 
Khan. *" Well done," ^aid he, " Ismael ---Mash Allah !* 
the boy wiHdoyet: — I feared that all- thy manhood had 
been expended in our last chappow, but! seeihere is still 
'some left — there is good hope of th^e. " Thit was not lost 
upon me ; I determined to profit by the. lesson, stod^ let slip 
no opportunity of gaining the Khan's good opinion : hope 
whidi never dies, revived within ^y breast, and my spirits 
rose with the buoyancy of youth ; although, had the ques- 
tion ^^ Why ?" been put to me, I should have been puzzled 
to aniswer it. 

After the ntorning exercises and meal, during the time 
which at this seison is usually gi\ren to repoise, I stole out 
to the place of rendezvous. It was rather more than two 
miles distant from our tents, and quite beycmd the strip oF 
verdure prodoeed by the. jriver. Rjbing gradually from its 
banks, thecouiitry became sandy and bare, till,^ after cfoiss- 
ing a low ridge of sand^hillst the eye lookeddown into a nai- 

* A comssm exdamatioa of praiae, l» " Braro. ! w^U 4onD !" 
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row dark rfti4iie4 tbe rodcjr sides t>f wiiktfai wUb^t a: bfade of 
grass, or bttsft, serred'to support the ligbt mov^aUe soil 
above them.' li Ms like ifa^ ^ of an aneient toiteiit.; 
but water had nev^. beea seen there^ and it was tb^ resort 
only of jackals, woive6; and pooasiopally of the gourklnir, 
6r wild asa,ih'4sbli|3e of wbieh atone ^.tbjs ^rild spot eiver 

receive vi^ters^s ' 'j "'. 

Hither I came, my limbs b^muing, with impatience^ an^ 
eagerly examined its recesses, tp, discovpr if it were pos- 
sil^tfatttt mymicttress oouldhavejtnticipated me. . But Ap 
sblitiuie was complete 4 no li^g ^fasng was there,, and Jt 
nn^iatiently paoed; tip.and down the narro^w "vaUey^ever 
andnnon cmnbingUie bank to.see if •she approached. 

Long did . I continue , AiH, in a feyer of anxiety and ex- 
pectation, and my mind was busy in framing cauM» -to 
api^Qunt for tfaesdetention of my beloted^ An ardent and 
excited imagination easily rabes phantoms to terrify and 
distress its ownte, nar vaS mine sipw at this exercise. I 
r picturedShire^ caught in dM^ act of altempting to seek 
the forbidden interview. ' I saw her fttfier^s rage, and cur- 
sed my wi^ui foUy for having exposed her to its-jfury.f I 
made many wise resoiutions of forbearance and prudence, 
swearing never mojre^ to expose her to peril, or myself to 
the risk of losing idl chance of the Kban^s ftvour, and 
consequently of communioation with his daughter, by. my 
wayward impatience. Then I asked myself, could Shi/een 
J^ave wantonly and cru<^y deceived me { could she have 
voluntarily disappointed me ? But both my he^ut and my 
reason gave .indignant denial io the mental question^ and 
I drove it from .my soul as treason againist the truth and 
:3weetnjass of her nature. 

But hours stole on, and she came not ; it was time to 
resume my duties at the camp, and I came reluctantly to 
the. resolution of returning and taking the chance of meet- 
ing her by the way. 

I had scarcjsly reaohed'the top of the sand-biU, when I 
saw the figure of a woman hurrying &st towards the glen, 
and soon recognia&ed her whom I had so impatiently expect- 
ed. ( flew to meet her, and she sank exhausted in my 
arms. '« What is the matter, dear Sfaireen ? vrhy this agi- 
tation), this terror ?"— *' Ah ! Ismael, yon know not what 
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I have tiAeA in order to keep my promise. I im& watdied, 
«od SO) I (ear, are you. We must separate immediately, 
if you wi^ to preserve . the chance of ever seeing or 
speaking to me again. It is but a few minutes ago that I 
found an opportunity of stealing out unnoticed, and I have 
run all the way, because h knew you must be wearied with 
waiting for tne, and dreaded Jest you should think harshly 
of me. But now we have no time forewords. I must re- 
turji home at oncek" 

^^ But st4:>p, Shireen,.teli me what ha»passed to-day ?" — 
^'Ohi you are getting into high favour again : my father 
eould not help romar^ng what a brave active lad you were, 
and again 'regretted that you were a Kuzzilbaah and a 
Sheah* ' You must try to keep him i;i good faoj&our, and 
lull bis suspicions to rest by caution, and then,' perhaps, in 
time we may be more together again^ and be happy. But, 
ah ! how can that be ? tbe^time approaches,, it must now 
indeed.l^e close at hand when-r-' — -—But we must not 
think of that; for there is no helpj we .must submit to 
fater 

^^ That is the deadly pang, Shireen ; that is my misery : 
-^tbis bateful marriage — is there no way to prevent it ? 
Allab,- Allah I grant me but Shireen, and let my fbrttme 
be ever so dark, I will embrace i\ with delight!" — " Oh, 
Ismael," cried she^, ^^ would that I were a captive like thee, 
and then I might ■ be happy ; then no one would, seek to 
partus." I clasped, her to- my breast, and we wept to- 
gether, but neither of us could suggest the slightest reme- 
dy. Her alarm at the ' chance of being discovered now 
became ' excessive, and we began to walk towards the 
camp. She besought me to quit tier, but my passidn was 
too wild to be reasonable ; nor was it 'until I saw Bbireen 
almost sinking at ray feet that I came to my -senses. We 
then agreed- to keep the most cautious reserve ^opon our 
words and actions in the presence of the &mily, and nei- 
ther to speak nor meet in secret for some time. Shireen 
swore, that, come .what would, she never would- love any 
other than me, and that every means in her power should 
be used to delay, or, if possible, finally to break off her 
intended marriage, when the bridegroom should arrive ; 
and we fervently prayed that this might be prevented by lus 

8 
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I 

Speedy admifisipn to tbe joyB of Paradkie. I then erofani'' 
ce4 and ieft Sbireenio dorect her course straight to the 
tents, while I reached them by a. circuit that carried me 
Tound^om an oppontd quiurter* 



CHAPTEKXI. 
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' A qOMMUHIOATION. . 
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Fos a lotkg while after this I adhered to my resokition 0^ 
busying myself in this usual occupc^ions and wu*like qxet- 
cises of our yputb, ^ahd* in ingratiating .myself with the 
Khan; nor had I any, reason^ to bedi^tisfied with 'my 
success. * I carefuHy avoided all intercourse with Shireeiiy 
except Qow and then a stolen look of fondness, or secret 
act of attentioQ, >^ Wbo^^' saith the poet, ^^shaU control 
.the affectionate intercourse of hearts that glow for each 
other ? The lover sees his mistress m the beauty of the 
fun moon : he looks upon the rose and cries, ^'Behold there 
the 8#^tness of my beloved P " - 

The season of our periodical emigrations in search of 
imsturage; wUch at this time came on, aided me greatly in 
Keeping firm to -my resolution, by diminishing the tempta- 
tions which at other times sediieed us into dtoger, wJbile 
the contiritied bustle of marching afforded li^iis opportunity 
to others of making dangerous, remarks iipon the conduct 
of Shireen and myself: thus, in the. course of time, the 
Bukpicions that had been excited, were gradually lulled. 
Omer Khan, indeed, appeared to have forgotten that he 
had even entertajned any, and resulted his wonted frank 
and kindly manner with me; while the restraint which had 
been placed upon my intercourse with Shireen was gra- 
dually relaxed, — perhaps in consequence of no efibrt bdng 
made on our parts to resume it ; and had not severe expe- 
rience kept us in some degree upon our guard, we might 
have forgotten that any such restraint had ever existed. 

Meantime our revived feud with the Eersanees kept us 
constantly upon the alert. Eager to revenge our success- 
ful expedition against their camp, sevenJ attempts at Sur- 
prises were made by them ; but though some blood waa 
shed, and some cald0 were plundered on both sides, no 
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decided advantage was gained ; and the. chief elGeot pro- 
duced was the- preventing either tribe from undertaking 
. expeditions as usual against the Ru;^lba8hes, or the 

Koords of Persian Kfaorasan.. • 

In the course^ df time^ however, both parties, wearied 
of this useless drain of strength and loss of time, as if hy 
mutual consentyby degrees willingly desisted frbm hostili>> 
ties, and turned their attention to niore profitable enterprise 
s^. The northern part of Persian K.faoi'asan was at this 
time in a state of great confusion : divided among a mul- 
titude of petty cbie&, each at the head of a tribe, and 
possessing several strongholds and castles, with more or 
less territory attached to them, there wasa constant struggle 
for superiority, attended with unceasing frays and blood- 
shed. These chiefe, when unable to resist a powerful 
opponent, would frequently call- in the aid of the tribes of 
the Desert, who thereby reaped a rich harvest ; for, inde- 
pendent of the stipulated price of their assistance, they 
never returned to their homds without ravaging some 
4l^N3ceies8 district od^ their way, and carrying the inhabit- 
ants of such villages as they could seize, along with* them 
into captivity. . . 

Among these 'border chiefe, Nader Koolee Beg at this 
time held a conspicuous placie. He was an Affshar, of no 
high rani^ born in a viHage of Dereguz^and had raised 
himself by a feariess intrepidity, united to a sound judg- 
ment, to be one of the most redoubted leaders of this tur- 
bulent province; Many and very contradictory accounts 
were given of his early career ; and there can be little doubt, 
that, borA as he was in a country at all times harassed by 
feuds and invasions, and at a period when .the whole of 
Persia had fallen iiito political and moral confusion^ the 
yoiing Nader Koolee followed the fashion of the time, and 
took advantage of the opportunities affofded him hy Provi- 
dence, as well as of the powers of his own mind, to amelio- 
rate his condition, and to raise his fortune to the level of 
his lofty and ambitious desires. It is jrery probable^ that in 
the course of this career he may have committed acts which 
cannot be justified, if brought to the test of strict moratity ; 
but who was ^ere, among all his countrymen, guiltless of 
«uch deedp ? who was there^ among the chie& and nobles 
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of tihtat day, tt^t only in Khorasan, but io a& Persiaf ^h^^ 
had not^ in sel^efence^ been forced to, shed the blood of 
hi9 kindred'? Thede were the days when the hand of ther 
father was against the son,. and that of the nephew against 
thaun^le ; when brothers were opeoorsecret foes ; when 
the cup of the. mother was. not sale from the poisonous 
<lrugs of the daughter ; and when ^ven> the husband ^dar^d 
not to.trust the wife oPhis bosom } — -how was it possible, 
inr such times^ to distinguish th& crimes which bad th^ir 
source in ambition, from those that were perpe^trated in self-, 
defence? ' ^ > 

Nader Kpolee Beg, during his stormy youth, had oflen 
distinguished himself, among the chiefs of his tribe, against 
the Oozhecks and Tqorkomahs, who continually invaded 
the Persian territoriies ; he was sometimes in open hostility, 
at others in amicable union with the -Koordish States upon 
the border ; an(| having succeeded in reducing the most for^ 
midable of his- neighbours, and establishing a very consider 
able influence^ as well ias power, throughout this quarter oi 
the province, be wa? exerting himself to recover the. city 6f 
Mushed, it^ capital, from the power of the rebelhous usur- 
per, Malik Mahmood Seistanee. 

It happened, that 3eyed Sultaun, a chief who resided at 
the old city of Diroom, on the borders of the Desert, and 
who held in subjection a considerable territory u its neigh- 
bourhood, conceiving himself injured by Nader Koolee 
Beg, and not being sufficiently powerful to attack him to 
advantage singly, invited several of the Toorkoraan tribes 
to his assistance ; and, among others, overtures were made 
to several chiefe of the Tekehs; of whom Omer Khan was 
one. Our enemies, the- Eersanees, having their attention 
fuUy. engaged io another quarter^.and being ourselves unoc- 
cujpied with any enterprise,, these proposab were readily 
listened to, and nothing was now talked of but the riches 
and plunder we were to obtain in Koordi^tan. Even the 
holy city of Mushed itself, with the rich booty it would cer- 
tainly afford, formed a tempting perspective in the view of 
those who were most sanguine. 

Enthusiastically fond as I was of adventui'e, and eager 
to join in any enterpise that promised to afford me an oppor-- 
tuiiity of distinguishing myself, 1 yet felt, in spite of my 



plmder'mg Toorkoo^an educatioDf strong scruples, both of 
iieart and conscienceV at being led tbas confessedly against 
the land of my birthlind the sacred city of smy faith. 1 was 
myself an Afilihar, — I eould not ibrget it ; and thus to be 
made instrumental to the fall of a ohief of my 6wn tribe, 
Whom fame spo^e highly o^ and that in 'the very place 
where my father and clan once dWelt in honour and re- 
nown, — ^perhaps to ,trample on the dust to which their tin- 
buried bones were npw reduced^ — there waa in all this 
something so revoking, so like parricide, that I would will- 
ingly have sacrificediall my hopes of profit or advancement, 
jta have been' excused from joining the expedition. But 
this wiEus impossible, — such scruples wo^ild have excited 
worse than laugjbter^^ I saw that my character for courage 
might suffer ; that any backwardness on my part might be 
imputed to fear of peril in the undertaking, and this I could 
npt endure : besides,-! should h4ve infallibly been jruined 
in the Khan's favour,, which at present I had the most co- 
gent reasonisi to seek -and secure. Thus I silenced my 
scruples in the best way I could, and looked upon an'ex- 
pe<fition ihto'Khorasan, on the terms above explained, with 
somewhat diminished reluctance. 

A catastrophe, however, occurred at this time, which 
changed the whole complexion of my destiny, and' threw 
me into career incalculably different from all that my 
imagination could have pictured from the occurrences of 
my past life. In order to explain this I must go back a 

little. 

The cessation of intiipacy between Shireen and myself 
was maintained only long enough to lull suspicion to rest, 
as we hoped, so that we might enjoy a greater degree of 
fi'eedom in future. The intended bridegroom did not ap- 
pear : the Khan, by nature of an unsuspicious temper, 
probably forgot for the time all the circumstances which 
iiad roused his jealousy of me, and, as I hftve before men- 
tioned, resumed his former favour and kindness. The 
restraint placed at first upon Shireen appeared. to be with- 
drawn, and by degrees we ret^urned to our old habits of 
intimacy and afieciion. But bitter experience had taught 
us greater habitual caution ; in public, therefore, we care- 
fully avoided all appearance of Entertaining any marked in- 
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terest io each ottie^ ; but in' ^roportiDO as we felt tbk cent*' 
straint; the indulgeilce of- oqr feelings^ when safe fropni 
intrusion, was more delightful and .m<)re eagerly enjoyed. 
We ofteQ met in places and at tijnes remote from eyerjr 
eye, and many a stolen interview took place in the rocky 
ctott already spoken of, the scene of .6ur earliest ai^d^most 
interesting explanation. 

The result of all this might easily have been foreseen by 
persons of more expei^iehcef although it .was not antici- 
pated bjr us : — totally inconsiderate, heedless, and indeed 
ijifnorant of consequences— ^ist^ning- only to the dictates 
of a powerful passion', infiamedby frequent t>pportunities of 
indulgence-^Shireen arid T hadt^ompleted our imprudence 
almost b^ore we were aware • that we^ had exceeded the 
earnest expression of our mutual tenderness. 

This dtolen intercourse had continued for some time, 
without our attention being awakened to aught beyond the 
delight which.it yielded us,— ^when at length I began to>be 
alarmed by an alteration in thehealtfa of my beloved Shi* 
reen. She lost her spirits, became silent and absent; her 
face grew Ijiin and wan, and her person lost its delightful 
plumpness. At times she would shrink from my caresses, 
and again hiding her face in my bosom, would weep with 
uncontrollable bitterness. ^ Still- she would deny that any 
thing wa» the matter : — she wai^ well; she asslhred me — 
quite well — her illness existed only in my fancy. But the 
change became , daily more perceptible, and I could no 
longer endure the pain it gave- me. " Shireen '.*' I ex- 
claimed one day, ^^ what. can all this mean ? do ypu love 
me no longer ? why do you thus shrink from jny tender- 
ness ? why do I no longer share your confidence ?" 

^^Oh, Ismael !^^ replied the weeping girl ; ^^ I am changed 
indeed — but not in love to you ; I do not shun your ea- 
tresses — alas ! it is too late for that !" — ^^ Too late ! what 
can you mean, Shireen ? you are ill ! Merciful Allah L you 
are dying I is it not so ?— Shireen ! speak to me for Heaven's 
sake !" — She threw her arms around me, and faintly wliis- 
pered, ^^ Ismael, I shall be <a mother ! — if indeed," con* 
tinued she with solemnity, ^' I am permitted to live until 
the birth of your child ! — and what then will become of 
you ? what will become of the wretched Shireen ?" With 
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what fervoor did I straiif ber to my breast! Sbireen a mo- 
ther I the inoiher of my child !--«her cbnfedsion only filled 
me with ihc6nsiderate joy. What youth of eighteen, in- 
deed v would not be filled wit)i pride when firat told he is to 
be a father ? But the death-like countenance of the ua- 
happy girl'; and a ^single momeot'd refiection, soon' altered 
the current of my thoughts^ and checked my exqlCfition. 
• I saw that Jthe situation^ of both was dangerous in the 
extreme, and that. Shireen had but too much cause for her 
di^ction and alarm;' Wliat, indeed, bad she to expect but 
a disgraceful eiid ?-^and her timid afiectionate nature 
shrunk with mojre affright from the thoughts of her father's 
fury, and the Pranged, contemptuous glances of her family, 
than even from the. prospect of approaching death. " " If 
they would but save my child," cried she, wringing her 
hands in bitter agony, — *^ If they would only preserve its 
dear life, and let me die quietly, I would be content, and 
bless them ! But the furious rage and malicious cruelty 
which I know will be wrecked upon me, I fec^r I never can 
endure ;— and indeed, I tbio^Ll shall not live to. see much 
of it, for I feel as if death were already near at hand, aCid I 
should rejoice at it if it were not for the thought of yon, 
dear Ismael, and the distress that you would feel at the fate 
of your poor Shireen 1 Ismael you would not forget me ! — 
yet why, v^y should you remember what would only give 
you anguish ? But, alas ! what may become of you 1 Oh ! 
what will they d9^o yoo^^M^hen all shall be discovered ? for 
I know, I ani sure, suspicion will rest upon you, and you 
wHI be sacrificed to their bloody Tevenge. But this must 
not b6 — I cannot bear the thoughts — ^you must fiy, Ismael ! 
dearest Ismael, yon musf fiy, and that without delay." 

- " Shireen, Shireen !'* cried I, wild with angufsh, " how 
can you talk thus ? Ht)w can you think of a wretch like 
^ me, when your own situation is so much more alarming ? 
I can brave their worst rage — I fear them not ; but you, 
poor helpless girl ! — merciful Allah \ what will become of 
yoi»? — what can be done ? Wretch that I am, I have de- 
stroyed her who is dearer to me than a thousand lives !" — 
Oh ! how bitterly now did I lament the blind inconsiderate 
rashness that had bi'ought us both into so dreadful a predi- 
cament ; and still more deeply did I curse my wretched 
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fortune, whi<ih had placed ime in a conditioii wbere all the 
better impalses of oiy, nature, all the aspiFations of hope, 
all the overfiowings of afiectioir aD<l love; were felt pi>lj to 
be blasted ! I groadedln the utter helplessness of my misipiyf 
till Shireen forgot her own distress in the greaiet" agoi^ of 
mine, and exerted herself to restore me to composure. 

But qorrow^ hdwever^eep, repentance, howeyer.sincere^ 
now came top late ; th^ evil was done, and a remcfdy was 
toi>e fouiid : ^till, nothing, that afforded the least hofie of 
success, presented itself to our confused minds. We hiR] 
no friends in whom'we dared to cbntldel I at one 'lime 
thought of communicating every thing to Selkii, and ti:u^t«- 
ing to his friendship for pardon and^assistaac<3 ;' but the ex^ 
periinent was too hazardous i-^-^ven if I could have endured 
to throw myself upon his'^^gener'o^ty, and «xpose irim to 
the disple&ure of his father, was it probable, th^t in a mat- 
ter which implicated the honour of his family, his Iriendship 
for a slave would be regarded ? was it not, indeed, too hke- 
]y, that indignation at his friend's apparent falsehood and 
misconduct would tend to exasperate hilai,'and render him 
a bitter enemy ? We talked of 'flight— alas, whither could 
we fly ! bow could we ever hope, to make our way through 
the vast deserts by which We were encompassed, ignorant 
as we both were of the pathway or course, and surrounded 
by camps of our o^n and other tribes — whether fl^end ot 
foe, was of little consequence to us ; and the fatigue such 
an undertaking would inwtilve, in Shireen's" i^tudtion— it 
was not to be thought of: our invention was exhausted, 
and we were forced to separate without a single practicable 
project being suggested by either. But though our situa- 
tion was as dangerous as. could well be imagiired, it was 
still possiblethat. the condition of Shireen might be con- 
cealed for a time, and better hopes might arise ere dis- 
covery took place. At all events, after our first burst of 
distress was past, we felt our hearts somewhat relieved by 
the communication that had taken place, and our spirits, 
with the elasticity of yet unbroken youth, rose as the danger^ 
appeared to recede ; the necessity, however, of providing 
for the future was sufliciently apparent, and I quitted Shi- 
reen to ruminate on the subject, and devise, if I could, some 
plan of operations. 
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tHir DISCOVERY. 

CcuNCEn or fate^ by whatever name it may by called^led 
my. steps to the rocky, dell, already often mentioned ^as the 
scene of many .tender inte.rviews with my beloved Shireen. 
It was not to be wondered at, that, occupied as my thoughts 
now were with reflections on our mutual situation, I should 
seek it mechanically. 

While winding down the oaiicow path, that led to its re- 
cesses,! was. surprised by observing, at a little distance, 
sealited on some fragments of stone, and utterly motionless, 
a human figure. Every trifle alarms the guilty ; and cir- 
cumstanced as I then was, .80 untisujil anoccurrence stfkrtled 
•me. But it was too late for retreat; and impatient of 
notice myself, I yet felt impelled to advance, and examine 
more closely this unlooked-for stranger. 

He betrayed no desire to elude me ; on the contrary, 
he ireroained motionless uatil 1 was within a few paces of 
him ; and though his eyes were intently fixed upon me, he 
opened not bis lips, but gave tne full time ^to examine in de- 
tail the whole of his singular aspect. He seemed to be a 
man of middle age, and was scantly clad in a tobe of shreds 
and patches, over which hung a leopard skin: his huge 
mass of hair was twisted iantastieally with a few faded flow- 
ers and- feathers, in many plies about his head, and was 
sprinkled with ashes ; but beneath this wild head-dress 
spread a forehead of so much majesty, — and eyes of such 
' piercing lustre shone from under their stern . but placid 
brows, that, however absurd might seem the fashion of his 
garments, no one could for a moment doubt that their owner 
belonged to a noble class- of beings. 

I had frequently seen dervishes and calunders, who, re- 
vered add protected among the tribes of the Desert, came 
freely among them on their pilgrimages to sell charms and 
cure diseases ; but though the garb of thia man in «ome 
sort resembled that which was worn by such persons, it was 
evident that he was of a far superior east to them. 

I remained standing awe-struck before him, while he rose, 
and with dignity thus addressed me : '^ Young man ! how 
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comes it tbat, thougb Allab in t|is boanty has traced tbee 
out a useful and a glorious path,*thoa in thy foAy strlvest 
to counteract so benevolent a decree,, and perversely ^ekest 
the road that leads to misery an,d ruin ?'' — ^ And who art 
thou, that thu^ arraignest pie so harshly ?"' replied-!, strug« 
gling for language and/of courage, for my guilty conscience 
had made a coWard of me; ^^and whb m'ayest- thou be, 
who, though unknown to.me,'would seetid to ret^d iny se- 
cret thoughts !"—*> Who 1 amy" replied the DerVish so** 
lemnly, *''' it boots the not to know ; enough for thee t^ 
Iearn,.that ere thou sawest the light — l>efore thy mother 
bore thee, i read thy destiny ,-^^and then I warned her, .as 
nbY/ 1 warn thee. Be wise in time, and shun the misery 
which awaits on obstinacy and folly : forget .not her kst 
\^orcls, her dying prayers I Dost thou in truth feel that thou 
hast harshly been arraigned ? is thy conscience, ^eu, at 
rest ? are th^ secret thoughts of thy bosom calm, virtuous, 
and tranquil ? Thou knowest well they are not ! With guilt 
upon thy soul hast thou wandered to this solitude ; and the 
misery which springs from folly and from guilt will pursue 
thee wherever thou mayest go ! Thou hast betrayed thy 
master and thy friend I Thou hast abua^ unsuspecting in- 
nocence ; and,^ already half apostate to thy faith, thou hast 
reconciled thy easy conscience to ah act of treason against 
thy native land l" 

The words of this extraordinary being penetrated my 
soul : conviction sat upon his tongue : i¥as there not truth 
in all he said ? Poor Shireen ! had I not ruined her unsuis- 
pecting innocence, and betrayed ray master's confidence ? 
and was I not meditating to follow that master, to war 
against my own tribe, in th^e heairtof my native country ? 
I wrung my hands in anguish. ^^ Whatever thou art," 
cried I, ^^ thou hast judged me severely, but truly ; but the 
physician who discovers the diseaise, should ^Iso know the 
remedy : — save Shireen, if not the guilty Ismael, from the 
fatal consequences of a blind and headlong passion ; let 
not the innocent suffer for the guilty ! If there must be a 
victim, I am ready for my fate ; but if sincere repentance can 
atone for unintended crime, vouchsafe Co assist a wretch 
who sees nothing but ruin and misery around him !" 

^^ The passions and the follies of youth bring their own 
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punistiDienii'' replied the Dervish, in a tcque stBl solemoi 
but less severe ; ^^ and those ..who. sow the seed of vice, 
must reap its froits i But thy case, youog man, is not 
hopeless, tor tby^guilt was not premeditated; sorrow and 
misfortune thou must indeed endure, but brighter days 
shaljcome. • For^ the partner of thy folly, fear thou not ; 
the. blooBom of her life shalll be preserved— mrore I may not 
s^y. For, thyself, the current of thy destiny rolls on, and 
may not be stayed :. here there is no abiding pkce for 
thee ! Contrive not the means nor manner of thy depar- 
ture : the former shaH be provided, tbe latter thou canst 
not choose. A star that controls the fortunes and glory of 
Irfin, has arisen in-.the East ! to its bla2dng course shall thy 
destiny be united ; and if thy conduct be wise, and thy 
heart strong, it shall lead ihee on to prosperity and ho* 
nour." The Dervish- paused : his keen burning eye was 
lazing on vacancy from und^r a> contracted brow. I waited 
awhile in mute expectation, and then attempted to press 
^ther inquiries regarding those things of which he had 
9poken ; but he stopped me .abruptly : ^^ Seek not to know 
more, young man i My mission is ended for the present ; 
be prudent an4 virtuous, and jwe may meet again : may 
God protect thee ndw ! Dare not to. follow me : I go my/ 
way— do thou go thine !" So saying he turned, from me, 
and was soon lost to . view i^mong the windings of the 
rocks.- 

Amazed, but, on the whole, relieved by the result oi 
this mysterious interview, I quitted the dell, and returned 
to the camp,.where npthin^ was spoken of, for several 
days, but the projected, exhibition towards Koordistan. It 
was some days before I had an opportunity of communica- 
ting to Siureen the encouragement I had received to hope 
for the safety of both ; nor could I at that time give her a 
full account of my adventure ; prudence required our being 
seen together as little as possible, to prevent the chance of 
untimely discoveries ; and J awaited with no small impa- 
tience the events predicted by the Dervish* 

These did not tarry long, fiut few days had. passed, 
when the Khan, taking with him a small party of chosen 
followers, left the camp on an expedition which,it was 
xioderstood, would detain him several days asray. The 
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caution which had heeh observed between Shireen nnA 
myself was at this time unfli^rtiibatiety relaxed,' and several 
interviews took plaoe bdtweQo us, some of which, as it 
too surely appeared, had h^n observed. 

On the evening succeeding one of these meetings^ as T wais 
returning to the tents, I perceived itoy friend Selim. advan- 
cing precipitately to meet me. His |iir was disordered, and 
his manner such as to fill me with an undefihable alarm. . 
" Whither go you, unhappy wreteh I" at length cried he : 
'^ know you what has happened ? are you aware that your 
crimes are discovered, and that death awaits you if found ? 
Dumb with amazement and tona<oious 'guilt, I could not 
utter a word, and Selim, after a pause, resumed: ^*Oh, 
Ismael ! is it thus you have reqtiited us ? is it thus you 
have stung the bosoms that -flourished yoi| ? Yon have 
spread discord and dishonour in a family tlfat' gave yott 
shelter when you were destitute, and you have phicked 
and destroyed the rose which' you kneW to be destined for 
another. Bloody should be the vengeance which the ison 
of Omer, the brother pi Bhireen, should' exact from the 
destroyer of -his sister ; but Selim cannot deal the blow to 
Ismael — I cannot destroy the creature we all have cherish** 
ed — the friend I once loved so well.; 'though duty, though 
honour may command it, I cannot hate you ! I never can 
forget the hours we have spent together, the love we bore 
each other While Selim lives, Ismael shall not be sacrifi- 
ced ; and may be never feel the misery he has caused to 
those who loved him best !^' 

I was yet too much confounded to speak, but the last 
words of Selim cut me to the heart, and restored me to 
recollection : the idea that be believed me to be a traitor, 
I could not endure. "Selim,'* said I ^ with eyes fixed 
on the ground, " I am a wretch it is too certain, and 
unworthy of life ; but I am no deliberate villain : — the 
wrong I have done is indeed great, and dreadful, I fear, 
may be its consequences; but. Heaven is my witness, it 
was unpremeditated. Give me up to the worst that can 
befall me, but believe my assertion, my oath, if you will, 
that I never conceived a thought of ill to any of your house, 
and last of all, could I have deliberately injured you, my 
brother in love and kindness, or her whose life I would die 



to'saVe! ~1 am guHty — most unfortimate, but l>o cold, 
deliberate seducer ; nor can I brook that I should owe my 
life to you, while yoa believe me such." My earu^tness 
W8S not lost'W^lim. ' ^^ I wish to believe you, Ismael,*' 
said he ; ^\but however, that may be, my course is clear, 
my plan fixed : — 'there is no^ time to be lost — you calmot 
return to the tents— you must- instantly fly, — 'and I will 
provide the means.' You^must with all possible secrecy 
and speed insJie off to the little mount directly south oif 
where wo stand, called. Altoun Tupt)eh,* and, proceeding 
0IU3 inile east from thenqe, you wiD find a small retired 
bolfow ; — there wait" for ine— 1 shall not be long; — no 
words-7-begone f" 

^Stupified as I was by this sudden and alarming informa- 
tion, riailed not to move at a rapid pace in the direction of 
the Altoun Ttippeh-r-whifeh 1 fortunately reached without 
interruption. As-the late events and thei^ probable con^ 
sequences passed rapidly through iny thoughts, the words 
of the Dervish occurred to me, " Thou shalt soon quit this 
spot :'^-— over the time' pr Ihe*^ manner I was to have no 
control. How soon was all fulfilled ! It inspired m^ 
with ^^onfidence, as far as regarded myself; — but then the 
thought off ShireeU) exposed to all the rage and cruelty of 
her father and his household,* recurred to my mind, and I 
would with joy have braved any danger myself, for the 
chance of rescuing her from such a fate. But here again 
the Bervish!s prediction came to my recollection with 
comfort ; for had he not assured me that the partner of 
my weakness should alsd escape t — and if his prophetic 
de<;larations Vith regard to myself were likely to be ac- 
complished, was be not also worthy of credit in those 
which concerned hej ? . * 

By the time I reached the Altoun Tuppeb, I had some- 
what regained my seifrppssession, and reasoned myself into 
a degree ofcalmfiess, although atill full of anxiety, and 
impatient for the arrival of my friend. The sun had set ; 
and, in spite of the importance of concealment, I could 
not help ascending the little mount, which commanded a 
distant view of our encampment. There it lay, partly 

* Or " Golden Hfflock." Tuppeb, signifies a « HiBock." 

9 
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seen^ pftrily tiidby tbe river banks, franquU and calm by the 
sweet evening light — iinany of the -tents were full in view, 
dotting t|^ green tneadows'witb their black lines, and the 
position of others might be traced by the bushes or sand- 
hillocks near them ;-^and there, under its great sycamore- 
tree by the delightful Chushmab Jemalle^, by the gneen 
bai^ks of which I bad ^pent sp many and so happy hours — 
now, neyermore to be seen- by me. My heart swelled to 
' suffocation ; — I threw . myself on the^ sarid with my eyeS 
fixed on the home of my youth, and sobbed aloud. 
' • The declining light sopn warned me that I must lose no 
time in seeking the place* of appointment ; and rousing 
myself from this mood o{ sadness., I soon reached the spot 
indicated by Seiim. . It was^ta small hollow, which, in the 
' winter season, was commonly filled with snow or water, 
but was at this time dry. It formed a secure hiding-place 
in the Desert ;^.and I took possession of it, ascending now 
and then to the brink, to listen and to gaze for the approach 
of my friend. _ - ' 

Who can describe the torture of suspense, wHei^ the 
weary l^ours fiit slowly by, and .the heart, feverish an^ rest- 
less, grows sick from hope deferred ! . Long did I look in 
vain for Sdim. I watche<j .the stars as they rose and set, 
apd, endless though the time appeared, I saw that hour after 
hour elapsed, and doubt seemed fast yielding to the cer- 
tainty of some .gr.eat evil, j I began at length to consider 
what might be the chances of escape, should I attiempt it, 
without any longer waiting for Selim. The night was 
ivaning rapidly, and only at night was escape to be thought 
of. My sole path of safety lay towards Khorasan, and the 
nearest point inhabited by my countrymen lay distant three 
long days' journey of the best mounted horsemen. I had 
neither horse, nor provisions, nor arms, except the dap ~ 
at my girdle : my clothes, my language, and manners wem 

Toorkbman: even should I succeed in gaining the ftontie 
what fete could I expect but that which would be dealt 7' 
an enemy ? Jl^ut, in,truth, what chance was there that t 
youth, even strong and active as I was, — on foot hunmnT 
unarmed, and ignorant.of the way, should ever reach^' 
frontiers ? — I remained bewildered and perplexed 
ThoB anxiously and heavily passed the time, ii w- y. 
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tie past sundet when I reached th^ hollow, and now the 
position of the stare declared that it wanted but one hour 
of midnight. At this nibment, while sitting absorbed in 
painful reflection on the side of the chasm, the satmd of a 
horse-traqip seemed borne towairds me on the gentle breeze 
of night, .Cautiously I stofe to the top of the bank, and, 
laying niy head on the ground, listened attentively. It 
came again, and nearer«-^bh ! the deep, the mixed anxiety 
of that moment !-^but it did not last. I ventured now to 
raise my h6ad, and, Idoktng along the horizon, saw, relieved 
against the clear jsky^ the dark figure 'of a single horsemaa 
approaching rapidly. He was soon at hand, and th^ sound 
of my own nar^e, pronounced in a subdued voice, convin- 
ced me that it wa^s my friend. 

" I hiBtVG kept you long waiting,^' said, he, springing from, 
jhib horse, " but it Was not to be avoided ; my preparations 
ha^e been ready these many hours, but it is scarcely one 
since I left the camp :— jealousy is all awake, and when 
they learn your absenclB, Which has as yet been concealed, 
th^r rage will^now no bounds;" — " Ah, my friend, my 
patron," cried I, " how'ban I tell yoji all I have endured 
since you. left me ? Your coming is as the water of life to 
a dying man. ' But tell me, tell me, how fares the unhappy 
victim of my guilty tbaughtlesiBhess ? for indeed, my dear 
Selim! the act which has created all this misery proceeded 
from no deHberate guilt ; it was the of&pring alone of 
youthful iitapmdence and unchecked affection ; and 'God 
knows^ if 'niy life .could restore the unfortunate Shireen to 
innocence and .hi^piness, I 'would freely give it — I would 
sacrifice it with my- own hand." — " I believe it, Ismael," 
returned Selim, ^^ I believe it, for I wish to do so. I think . 
you could not act the serpent'^s part, and deliberately sting 
those who fosteired you. But the deed is done — the conse- 
quences alone are now dur care ; and we mUst try to ren- . 
der them as little calamitous as possible. For Shireen you 
need have no anxiety, I pledge myself for her safety, — 1 
cannot say moi^e at present ; we have now to secure yours." 
— "But how did the discovery take place?" cried I. — 
" Talk not pf it," replied he ; "I cannpt bear the subject 
now : in a word, you have long been watched, for neither 
you nor my sister are without your enemies. And in truth, 



^* 
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IsiDael, when I learnt what had occvtned^jnj iSrst emoiioo 
was that of rage and indignation against the betrayer of 
my sister ; but an interview with-the poor giri softened niy 
wrath. . When I saw her, dying as she then thought, and 
heard her swear that .however imprudent, however blamea- 
ble you might be, you were in truth nb seduicer ; when, 
sinking under her misery and terror, pale and breathless, 
she conjured me to save Ismael, to save that friend who 
had exposed his life for mine,- 1 could hold out no , ibiiger. 
I thought of your frank and noble disposition, so remote 
from deliberate treachery or falsebood-r-of your devotion 
and love to myself, t)f your steady ''zeal and fidelity ta 
my family, and I felt that you must be less guilty than un< 
fortunate. I resolved to save you, cost what it might ; 
and I swore to Shireen that no harm should fall on Is- 
mael oit on herself while Selim lived-^-sp might Allah 
help him at his need ! : My ^BLrrangements^ are now com- 
plete, and not a moment must be lost .in flying fVom this 
place. Should the Khan find yx>ii here, not aU the kind- 
ness he once felt for you, not all my efforts in your frivour, 
would avail for a moment-r-you weie lost without remedy : 
-*4t is fortunate for us that he is at present engaged at a 
distance. Come, the night is far spent^ you must be many 
fursungs* from hence -before morning breaks. Here is a 
horse which you know well, for he. was your favourite ; he 
carried you on your first expedition with me ; a better than 
Boorraukt cannot be found in all the Kara-coum 4 he is 
yours. And here is a scymetar, the work of the celebra- 
ted Dadod Jeeshagur, of Mushed : It was taken from a 
Persian khan of no mean name, and will serve you well at 
your need. Here too is a spear, with a bow and a quiver 
of arrows, all of the best our camp affords ; and here are 
Kuzzilbash garments,^^your safety will require them when 
you reach the borders. Besides, you will find in those 

* Fanimg, is the Qreek pantsong — a Persian measure of distance, 
nearly equal to four miles. 

t Boorrauk, which signifies " lightning," was also the name of the 
Prophet's. 

) Kar»«oum, " black sand,*' or desert, a Turkish expression, often 
applied to the extensive desert on the eastern bank of the Caspian Sea. 



joab* barley-lnread and corn, enough to sapport yourself 
and ' yaur borse for- five days, and also a 3Qiall supply of 
«&id, wlkich^you will need until yjou obtain some service ; 
there is but littWof iWfot gold and silver abound not among 
UB T^yorkomans. These things, Ismael, accept as the last 
cf^rs of one who was once your friend — ^^who still, after all 
that has passed, cannot force himself to hate you." — His 
voice fidter^d — my pwn was choaked, but I attempted to 
articukte a few words.—':' Do not interrupt me,'.' resumed 
h^, " we have no time for weaki^ess ; listen to my direc- 
tions^ they are essential to ypur safety. As you leave, this 
^t, direct yqur course southwest, to the point where yon 
red star will set .three hours hence. You must proceed 
rapidly over these sandy plains and clayey fiats, and con- 
tinue after sunrise till you see some low hillocks on. your 
right-^one of these i» crowned by a remarkable height, 
which you cannot fail to observe ; and a. mile and a half 
due south from them, there are some^wellsin a low marshy ^ 
spoti and some herbage • whioh will serve as food for your- 
horse ; there you must halt and refresh — but examine the 
ground from the distant height, and see that it is unoccupied 
before you approach it ; strangers are dangerous. But 
there is little risk of pursuit in that direction, I shall take 
care to lead it otherwise." 

In this manher did Seliin, with a zeal worthy of a more 
deserving object, restraining art indignationwhich he could 
not but feel, provide for tl*e safety. of one who. had so 
deeply, though unintentionally injured him; and thus he 
pointed out the course and cautions to be observed on the 
whole way to the confines of Kodrdistah ; which, provided 
T succeeded in my attempt, he calculated I should reach 
about the district of Deregua. "And nQW^^aaid^he, 
when he had finished his direotionss " in the name of God, 
Isroael, mount and set forward, and may the proteoUon of 
Allah> and the aid of Moorteza Aaie^,t ever accompany 



you I" 



♦ Joab are bags made of capyass or carpet stuff, for containing 
clothes or other necessaries on a jonrney, and itfe carried slung one on 
each side the horse. 

t Alice, the beloved of God ! a designation by which AUeeiB often 
nvokfid for awi^nce, io the hour of difficulty oc danger. 
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It is needless to tell the tears tkat I shed, or the vain « 
attempts I.made to express the gratitude and dFecti<Hi that 
filled my soul for this inestimable friend ; opr can I deaciibe 
the acuteness of my feelings when thus quitting iiim for- 
ever. Guilty as I must have been in his eyes, I dared\not 
^seek to embrace him ; I felt that he could not but repuhie 
me. Nor was Selim's distr^s inferior to mine: proud 
and high-minded, he struggled with his feelings till the 
last; but when be saw. me humbled to the dust b^i^ his 
goodness — wrung with anguish, yet not daring to approach 
him, he could hold out no longer, his sternness gave way-^ 
he threw his arms around me, and str^ed me, for a mo-, 
ment, to his heart. ^^ Khodah Hafiz l^'"*^ cried hCi, in a 
broken voice, releasing me ; — and rushing p^st me, he was 
soon lost in the darkness. That embrace^ that blessing: 
from Selim, wa^^ worth more to me than^allhe.had dof&e 
for my safety ; it was the pledge of forgiveness juid recon- 
ciliation ; it was balm to my wounded spirit* May the 
blessing of Allah forsake me, when I forget him and hie 
unjfailing attachment ! 

While Selim was giving me the directions for my route, 
I had accoutred myself, given him my Toorkoman jubbah 
and cap, and put on the Kuztdlhash habit he had brought. 
I now mounted my horse, and took the direction he bad 
indicated. 



CHAPTER XIII. . 

THE njSSEBT, 

The heaviness of my heart for a while seemed to extend 
itSi influence even to my horse ; and lost in mournful mu- 
sings I proceeded but slowly onward* A slight stumble, 
from .the roughness of the ground, first roused my atten- 
tion, and I saw with alarm that I had diverged greatiy from 
the proper course. I lost no time in resuming it, and, 
resolving to be more cautious in future, urged the animal 

* ** May God protect, or remember yoa !'* one of the most eommon^ 
espressive, and ufeetioiutte '' farewells," in use'emoDg the Penianst. 



▲ KUaUHLLBASU. 99 

I. 

into a taXfle rapid pace^ The reiaahider of tbe nigbt 
wore aozioiisly away ; but every boar, as it pasied witl^ut 
a}afm"or in^catioo pf pul>suit, iaereased ^y coQfidenee,. 
and ^cooraged my bopes of escaping from tbe danger 
idtb wbicb I was, surrounded. 

Tbe grey d^wn at last appeared, and, as tbe objects 
around me became visible by its uncertain ligbt, I could 
detect some ineqvialities on tbe borizon, wbich 1 concluded 
to be tbe biUocks described to^ me by Belim* As tbe light 
iocfeased, hqitrever^ I becanne aware tbat Uiese appearan- 
ces were noticing more than trifling irregularities on the 
extensive plain before me, magnified into importance by 
tbe twiligbt and vapoura of morning. Notbing real met 
my eye but tbe grey and boundless desert of sandy downs, 
interspersed witb strips of bard clay, on wbich my horse 
and I were tbe only IWing things* A sense of awe, and a 
loneliness- hitherto unknown, pervaded my soul, and dispo- 
sed it to devout contemplation. What, indeed, awakens 
religious devotion like misfortuno and fear ?— they are fiir 
more persuasive to the mind than the most touching dis- 
coarse of tbe hc^iest Moolah. As tbe increasing light 
announcM the hour of prayer,^ I threw myself from my 
horse and performed my iiumaz,* witb more energetic 
sincerity than I ever remember to have done before ; nor 
did I spare tbe sand of the, Desert, which in such -cases, 
the Pr<4>het— blessed be bis name !— directs tbe faithful to 
use iiistes^d of water for their ablutions. 

After commending mjself to AHabt and caUing oa 
Moorteza AHee for assistance, I proceeded as nearly in the 
proper direction, as, judging, by tbe position of the sun, I 
could determine. Still no range of sand-hills appeared ; 
and what was worse,. no symptom of any spot likely to 
afford water.. The thirst, wbicli bad in a great degree 
been repressed by the cold of nighty now? a^ tbe day 
advanced) b^an to grow painful*; and was increased by 
the light particles of sand which, put in motion by the 
breeze, ^ntV0d my mouth, and parched up my throat and 
nostrils* My horse too, was evidenUy sufiiasing under the 
same distress; his breath became uneisy, and bis wide 

* Numaz-— stated prayen, which good Mtivsulmans perform five 
tlqieiaday. 
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jiostrils inflamed and dry. There wa9 no help, howevei^ and 
nothing remained for us but to push forward, in hopes of 
eithet falling in with the watering station described by 
8elim, or some other of those thinly scattered spots where 
a slight degree of verdure indicates moisture and the vici-> 
nity of wells. It is true thtit si^ch spots, however essentidl 
to my existence now, were fraught with danger ; as it is 
there that parties of the Desert tribes are most generally' 
to be met with : but my situation was becoming every mo- 
ment more critical, and it was better even to die by the' 
speats of enemies, than to perish by thirst or'suflocation in 
the sands of the Desert. ' . 

While I thus pursued my way - in perplexity and dioubt, L 
thought that I perceived a cloud of dust rising in the* hori- 
zon to the southeast. At firsts I took it to be caused by 
one of those whirlwinds which, even in the calmest day, 
wiU often appear in the Desert, raising its sand tQ#he hea- 
vetis ; but on a niore attentive observation, it seemed too 
low and too dense for one of these : it also lefl a traih be- 
hind it to the south,* as if it was moving in a contrary 
direction. Alarmed at this sight, J instantly dismounted, 
that I might observe What was passing pithless risk of 
being myself discovered. 

It chanced that, a little to the left of the spot from 
whence I first perceived the dust, there- was a smaJlridge of 
sand, rising seven or eight feet above the ge/ieral level; I 
led my horse to the shelter of this, and lying down bo as to 
command a view over its crest, I waited the issue, in breath- 
less anxiety. 

For some time every thing was hid from my view by in- 
tervening irregularities ; but scarcely had a qilarter of an 
hour elapsed, before I observed the cloud of dust nearer - 
than before; and, as it issued from beyond the point of an- 
other sand hill, I could distinguish a dense mass; like a body 
of men or cattle, from which now and then flashed the 
gleam of a burnished weapon. At first I thought they 
were marching directly towards me, and believed discovery 
inevitable. I dreaded lest my horse, with the instinct of its 
species, might become sensible of the approach of others, 
and betray me by his neighing, and for awhile the suspense 
I endured was more painful than discovery itself would 



have beejH ; but my fears were relieved by t^bsemnglhat the 
party was now inoviog m a courae obUque to mine, and 
thati though $o' far as a. cerlaiii point they seemed to be 
approaching, they wei;e now moving onwai^, ai^d^ rapidly- 
getting farther from me. They passed me at a distance of 
lesfl.than a mile, and, I could diacere that there were ftt least 
a hundred horsemea, accompanied by many camels and 
yaboQS* carryiQg loadsi* 

The dust occadioned by their.progress had disappeared,, 
before I ventured to resume my jpurney, or to emerge 
from my. place of concealment. When at. last I cautiously 
ascended theridgcof-sand, behind which I had taken ahel- 
ter, I looked eagerly around me, but could see neither hu*> 
mail being nor'animd inihe tirtde expanse before me. 
After a while, however, my eyes rested on a sii^^lar masa 
rising from the plain,.considerably to my left ; and upon 
examining it more particularly, it occurred to me that it 
Trembled the descrifi^ion Selm had given me of the re- 
marlsable height, neur which water was to. be found. The 
very thought gave life to my. hopes, and eagerly mounting, 
I onceiaore^urgedfOn my weary steed. 

Afy d^ance from the object 6f my hopes was greater 
than it at &i9t appea^ear tm^rw i.a|:i^«Qached closer, tfapy. 
were streQgtl)»hed by observing thai it forGoed the summit 
of a email range of hillocks, as Selim had said, but which ^^^ 
tance^ and the erroneous direction i had taken at first, htSt 
changed in appearanc^ and at fint concealed from view ; 
— ^(^id Lnow discovered how iar I had gone aatray in the 
commencement of my journey. 

A short while brought me to the foot of the Tuppeh, 
and my horse, perhaps instinctively inspired by the same 
hope as myself, pressed forward wkbh more vigour and alacri-< 
ty. I soon found myself in the track c^ the very caravan 
that had so lately passed me ; and I moved on with the 
greater caution, as it appeared clearly to b^ve come from 
the direction in which my path lay; and doubtless they 
had refreshed at the very spot which I should have reached 
early in the day, had I not wandered from my road : I de< 
termined, therefore, to follow the track, as the sure means 
of reaching the watering-place. 

* Baggage ponies. 
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It passed to tbe sovith-west of the billock, and after wind- 
ing, with ho small intricacy, among^ other sand-hills, led me 
to a level space, where a slight tinge of green declare the 
existence of moisture. My horse instantly began to stretch 
his broad nostril to the wind, and^ whinnied 'and neighed 
amain ; nor was I void of apprehension lest some lingerers 
of the party inight still be near and take alarm.' But aU 
seemed peaceful and .lonely ; a few embers yet smoking,, 
and the black spots occasioned by fires, marked the place 
which the party had occupied, and where probably the wells 
were to be found. To this spot I proceeded, still cautioudy 
£)r fear of surprise ; i)ut it was needless^— I was the only 
• human being near. . 

Oh ! with what delight did I view theyet moisband plasby 
ground around the spot where they had watered their 
herses and camels. There, indeed, was the well, its source 
partly stopped up with sand ] a precaution usually adopts 
in the Desert, both to prevent the water from being les- 
sened by evaporation,- and to hide it$ source froni enemies 
and strangers. This precaution had been but imperfectly 
taken by the party which had just made use of the well? 
and it was fortunate for me that it was so,' as, h$d they 
omitted it altogether^ tW in^tcr wuuld^ DaVe been too low 
to enable my horse to reach it, whereas the sand thrown ia 
had raised it without entirely covering it up from .view ; so 
• that muddy and turbid as it was, my thirsty steed could freely 
participate in the. blessings it afforded. I threw myself on 
jny face beside the delicious element, and drank a long deep 
draught; then tearing off niy dotfaies, I bathed my head 
and bosom in the refreshing stream, before it was quite dis- 
turbed by my impatient iiorse, who, plunging his fore legs 
up to the knees on the other side, greedily satisfied his own 
longings. I now unbitted him, and loosing his girths, per- 
mitted him to go at large among the herbage near the weU^ 
assured that he would not quit this only spot where he could 
satisfy the cravings of hunger as well as thirst. 

I had now a moment for calm reflection ; and my thoughts 
naturally turned on the events of the last few hours. The 
loss of my way, which I feared might prove my destruction, 
had, as it appeared, secured my saf^y. Had no ebstacle 
prevented my reaching the wells as early as might have beea 
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expected, I eoiald not have avoided fidling into the hands, of 
those who then occupied the place, and they could hardly 
have been welcome to me ; for it has been well observed, 
that no man in the Dese^' meets a friend. I. returned 
thanks to Allah for .the delif erance I had experience^, and 
hailed this proof of my luc^Ly fortune as a fair pledge of 
future success. . ' 

I refreshed myself sparingly with some of the provisions 
which Selim had provided, and a sigh arose in tty breast, 
as I thought of ^that true, and^ disinterested fn^nd, and of 
my unfortunate Sbireen ; for whose fate, in spite of the as- 
surances I had received from Selim and the. Dervish, I could 
not help entertaining the most lively alarm. 

I did not dare to remain longer. thap was absolutely ne- 
cessary to refresh my horse ; as for myself, so strong was 
the excitefnent of my mind, that had I been in a state of per- 
fect safety, and had my time been entirely at n^ own disposal, 
sleep would not have visited niy eyes ; so after a halt of 
two hoursv during which my horse had contrived to crop a 
good deal of such herbage us had been left, and eaten a 
^w handfula of barley from my joals,'^ I prepared to set ofi" 
afresh. 

On casting • my eyes around^ it seem^ to me that the 
party which had preceded me, must also have been in more 
than ordinary haste, for several articles lay scattered 
about, as if forgotten by their owners in the hurry of their 
departure : be^des scraps of provisions, there was a cal; 
ieeoon,t in which the tobacco was but half-smoked, a 
handkerchief, and some other trifles of dress ; but the onl^ 
thing which promised to be useful to me was a leatheril 
vessel for drawing and carrying water, \7hich had pro;^ 
bably been used to water the camels : this I filled with 
what water it could easily contain, and very gladly hung it 
at my saddle-bow. 

I now once more mounted and rode forward, directing 
my course to the southward. It was more than three hours 
past noon when I \eh the wells : the sun beat fiercely on 
my head, and the sand reflected back its rays with painful 

* Travelling bags. 

t Calleeoon, a pipe for flnoking tobacco through water, uoiT^rsafly. 
4ued ji^ ferm* 
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ibrce ; but my noble horsevtrue to bis bloo4 and race, once 
more bore me swiftly onward. Tbe oigfat ciosiog in, de- 
livered me from tbe .'ecorching beat, but^ subjected lAe to 
tbe equally xlistressing, tbouj^ less enervating inilietion of 
a severe cold wind;, for wfai<^ I was but'jll prefwred ; and 
I bad to tbanktbe hteibbood of my Toorkoman education 
for the powers of endurance, which enabled me to bear it 
all. 1 was forced^ however, firom time to time to getofi* and 
lead my horse,' to r^tore by exercise the vital heat to my 
limbs. Long, long did the night appear, as I urged him 
fiwiftly through tbe darkness, and eagerly did I hail the first 
approach of morning, which wouldrestore to me tbe bless- 
ings of light and beat, although i knew not wl^tber any 
other relief might accompany them. 

It dawned at last ; and morning fottnd me still in a wide- 
end trackless waste of sand ; which, as the sun arose, was 
only bounded by those flitting vapours whicb deceiye the 
thirsty traveller with the belief, that water is near, and have 
thence obtained the name of ^ the water of tbe Desert.^'* 
In vain I looked for tbe marks by which my friend Selim 
had taught me to recognize a place of refreshment. There 
was but too much cause to fear that I was now in one of 
those terrible tracks of dry and moving sand, and in which 
no water is ever found, and whicb sometimes, when set in 
motion by the wind, swallow up whole caravans and their 
conductors. Aias ! the morning light, so earnestly ex- 
pected, only dawned to prove that 1 Wdi^ surrounded by 
dangers I had never dreamt of. The wind, which had 
blown so piercingly all night, lulled, as it generally does, 
towards morning ; but tbe hazy "vapour, loaded with light 
particles of sand, through which tbe eun ros»red as bl^od, 
gave warning tbat the calm would not continue long ; nor 
had I pursued my course another hour before the roar of 
the Desert-wind was heard, columns of dust began to rise 
in tbe horizon, and the air became gradually filled with 
driving sand; 

As the wind increased, the 'whole plain around me, 
whicb bad been heaped by former tempests . into ridges, 
like the waves of a troubled sea, now got into motion : the 

. * Sahrab, the phenomenon of reflection termecl the *' mirage." 
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isand blew from off their brests, like spray from the face o^ 
the waters., and cbfered myself and my horse with its dense 
eddies ; while, often unable to distinguish the trye course, 
my horse toirled pver the ridges, sinking, up to the very giitfas 
in their deep baffling substance. . 

I continuedfor soote hours to persevere, struggling against 
the fury of the^^ate^ when my alarm became increased by 
observing that my horse, which hitherto had stood out with 
admirable perseverance, even when his progress was the 
most painfully impeded by the de^ sand, how became ter- 
rffied 4ind restive. He snorted, reared, and appeared unable, 
as wellies -unwilling, to face the sharp drilling of the still 
increasing storm . In vain I soothed him , or urged^ him on 
with heels ^nd hai)d ; the animal, which hitherto had obey- 
ed my voice almost like an intelligent being, now paid no 
attention either to caresses or to blows. In the severe 
squalls that drove past at intervals, he fa£irly turned his back 
to them and would not move ; and even when the wind 
luHed for a little, he could hardly be A>rced to advance a 
step. ' ' 

I scorned to yield my life without a struggle, yet saw not 
the means of preserving it. To abandon my horse would 
have been, in fact to give up hope ; for I could not have 
proceeded a single mile on foot ; yet to rj^main stationary, 
as I was forced to do by the terror of the animal, involved 
manifest destruction. Every thing that offered resistance 
to the torrent of sand, which sometimes poured along the 
earth like a rapid stream of water, was overwhelmed by it 
in an incredibly short time : even while my horse stood 
still for a few moments, the drift mounted higher than his 
knees ; and, as if sensible of the danger, he made furious 
efforts to extricate himself. 

Quite certain that my only hope of safety lay in constant 
motion, and in the chance of gaining the leeward side of 
some hillock or mass of fock that might afibrd a shelter 
till the storm should blow over, I gave Up my true course, 
turned my back to the wind, and made all possible efforts 
to press forward ; and at last, just' when both man and 
horse were exhausted, during a partial lull, I observed 
something like a rock or mound of earth looming through the 
•dusky atmosphere. — On approaching it, I discovered that it 

10 
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^ t* - 

was di&baiik of an inconsiderable lioUaw, which was now 

nearly, filled with ^and, ^d the opposite side of which, 

being exposed to the wind, had by the same means become 

merely an inclined plane: beoeath this bank 1 retired, 

resolved to trust to its prQtection, rather thaii ran the risk. 

of a farther prog^s with the imminent peril of jlerishing 

in the drifting sand, where Vision could not extend for a 

space of inany yards. 

For a time my position appeared to be improyed, and 
to afibrd the shelter required ; but it was noticing before 
the wind shifted, and the sand blew more in npoii us. Al- 
ready the choking sensation, produced by' thirst and the 
inspiration. of the hot penetrating sa^d had ^rced me to 
have recourse, though sparingly, to the water I had fbrtu- 
nately brought along with me. But the relief was little 
more than momentary ; the satne sensations. returned with 
greater violence : — my throat and nostrils Were parched 
and filled with sand ; my tongue, husky and dry, was 
almost motionless in my' mouth : and it was with, feelings of 
despair that. I saw my horse,-my only hope, in an equally 
alarming condition. I took a little of the water that was 
left, washed his eyes and nostrils, and even permitted him 
to drink U few mouthfuls, afterperforming the same offices 
to myself : tiiis exhausted my store, and, satisfied that no- 
thing more remained to be donje, I leaned my back -against 
the bank, and quietly awaited my fate. 

It seemed, in truth, to be 'rapidly approaching : the 
wind continued to roar, if possible, with increased vio- 
lence, and rthe sand, drifting in from all sides, threatened 
to bury us as we stood, while the heat and density of the 
air n^ade it almost impossible to breathe. Indeed, my sen- 
sations were so painful that I fully believed death to be 
nigh at hand. My mind, preternaturally actiVe at this 
crisis, rapidly surveyed the events of my past life, especially 
those of the last few days, and shrunk with a pang of min- 
gled impatience and horror from the terrible fate that was 
now likely to bring all to a close. While thus painfully 
occupied, and casting about my eyes with a restlessnesa 
that partook of the condition of my mind, I caught a 
glimpse of something like a human being moving through 
the gloom. Roused by the sight, and indifferent, at such 
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a in(»nent, whether 4t should prove to foe friend or foe, I 
endeavourcxl'to^caU out, but could not*— my Voiee died 
away in a hoarse croak : pa? hOrse at thd sanie moment, 
aod^ as might have been imagined^ with the same intention, 
uttered a short neigh. Our efforts were both needless, fbr 
the figure, which from the; moment We first observed it had 
kept slowly advancing, mdvedon at the same steady pace, 
and now stood before me. — It was the Dervish, Sheikh 
AUee Calupder. ' - .' 

^^ Young man,r said he, addressing me'in his customary 
solemn voice, ^^ be not dismayed ; thou hast Qow experi- 
enced the truth of my 'words, and wil^ her^afle/ yield them 
more implicit confidence. I told thee that, thou shouidst 
not long remain an inhabitant of the Desert, a companion 
of its savage, tribes ; and that the dccasion and means of 
thy departure 'would be fdund without thy seeking ; lo ! 
thou hast now left thteetn}))e9, ^lid with Allah's help wilt 
soon quit the Des^rt< I told Ihee that sbrrow and misfor- 
tune would be found in thy path ; and is not this a stem 
eardest of their future presence ? But I told thee too, that 
brighter days should not fail to illuminate thy pilgrimage, 
and these are yet tol come ; arise, therefore^, and follow 
me. ' - 



CHAPTER XIV. 



THE CAVE OF THE DERVISH. 



What might it be, in the Words or the pi^sence of, this 
e:!ttraordinary person, that inspired me so iitstantly with 
hope and confidence ? Did he indeed bear about him 
somj^ charm or supernatural influence, by which my eXr 
hausted strength was restored, as if by magic, at hiis ap- 
proach? Such were th^ thbiights that flitted across my 
mind as I extricated myself from the sand which had htii- 
-overwbelmed me ; and havijig aided the, efforts of my 
horse taget free, led him atfter this mysterious Dervish, 
whose spare, sinewy form str||pe through the furious storm 
as easily >as the spear cleaves tllB air^ 

He led the way rapidly and silently aloiig^ the hollow 
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^hieh I had entered, and which became deeper as we 
proceeded, with bold and more k>fly sides : it seemed strange 
to me, notwithstanding the eloud of sand, that inequalities 
so comdderable could have escaped my observation. Oiir 
progress, however, was short ;• — ^the Dervish tctrned to a 
rocky part of the bank^ which somewhat ovjerhnng a heap 
of fragments that had Men from its summit — several of 
these, of no small size, he displaced with ease, and disco« 
vered a hollow which appeared to extend to a great depth. 
After he had worked in this way for some moments, he 
turned to me — ?" Here, my aon,"rsaid he, " lend the aid of 
thy jouthful strength to enlarge this opening; The benefi- 
cent Allah extends his protection to ihe brutes of hia crea- 
tion, as well as to Bififul man, and commands him to exer- 
cise towards otlier> creatures that mercy which* he hiraaelf 
receives :-r-the horse, which hath served, thee feithfully, 
mu^t not be left to perish; — the noble animal must likewise 
enter here." I lent my assistance' readily, it is true ; but', 
exhausted with my sufferings, I could effect but little. The 
Dervish, however^ was satisfied; indeed he seemed, to 
require but ^little help. In a short time fhe opening wa$ 
sufficiently enlarged, and my guide, entering, ordered me 
to follow with my horse. . The sagacious animal, instead 
of starting at the dark abyss, quietly^ and cautiously follow- 
ed my steps, a^ if aware that succour and protection were 
to be found within. 

We proceeded for a few paces in utter darkness when a 
feeble yellow ray struck upon the sight, proceeding f^om a 
small iron lamp, which was suspended from the roof by a 
chain of the same metal. As the eye became accustomed 
to the dusky light, we found ourselves in a cavern, hollowed 
either by nature or art out of the solid rock ; but the di- 
mensions of which it was impossible to discover. ' 

To one who had sufi^red as I had done from the sufibca- 
tmg blasts of the Desert, the first and most gratifying sen- 
sation in this retreat, was the delicious coolness which per- 
vaded it. The defithlike pressure on my heart was instantly 
removed, and the burning heat of my eyes and the throb- 
bing of my temples were fUayed.^ A moment after we 
entered, the Dervish brdl^t a large gourd, containing 
pure cool water ; " Here, youth," said he, '^ drink and re- 



Jl kuzzhiBAsb. 109 

fresh thyself; here thou art in perfect securUy^ — I will my- 
self attend to the wants of thy steed." .' So saying, while I 
drank deep iyC the cool delicious . beverage, and poured a 
portion over my still burning brows and breast, be took 
my horse a little on one side, and loosening the saddle and 
accoufieraents, wrung the perspiration from its reeking 
sides, ritbbed it with a woollen cloth, kneaded all its limbs, 
stretched and cracked its joints, and perforined, in short, 
all that the most experienced groom could have done for a 
favourite horse : then throwing a numud* over it, he wash-s 
edirom its^mouth and face the sandthat covered then), and 
permitted it to drink sparingly from a vessel which he held 
to its mouth. He then carefully washed its feet, picking 
out the sand and fragments of stone that had got fixed 
about the hoo&, fomenting, them, to cool the bumtng heat 
which a long and painful march bad occasioned. 

All this time I looked on in amazement; I waabewil- 
dered with all that had passed, and confounded at seeing a 
man whose appearance proclaimed him to be devoted to 
meditation and prayer, acquitting himself so ably, in those 
offices which our warriors pride themselves on performing 
well. ' Before he had concluded, however, I rose to assist 
him, but he gently repelled my offers. ^^ Rest thee, youth," 
he said, ^^ thou needest repose ; leave to me this portion of 
thy duty : there will be sufficient cause for exertion on thy 
part ere long^" I soon had the satisfaction of seeing my 
fiivourite comfortably disposed of in a corner of the cavern, 
with soft dry sand for his bed, and eating from his tobrah,1 
vfith an avidity that proved him not likely to suffer from his 
severe exertions. 

The Dervishnow turned his attention to me. '^ Youth," 
said he, ^^ the cravings of naturp must be satisfied. Hunger 
and thirst, like pain and sickness^ were entailed on man 
through the sin of Sultan Adam^ our first parcint ; but God 
is merciful, and has provided remedies for our ills, which 
-we may lawfully use : eat, drink in moderation, and relieve 

* Afclthbrae-cloth. 

t The nose-bag, from which, When filled with chopped straw or corn, 
and hungTOund the neck, nil the- horses of these countries eat their 

food. 
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thy \^earin66s by sleep ; bu,t never forget that these are all 
the gifts <i Allah, and provoke not his wrath by disobedi- 
ence to his eternal laws." With these words, he placed 
before me coarse barley bread,^ried frtfits, and some crumbs 
of ciieese, with pure water whaph he brought from a dark 
recess in the cave. He then invited me to eat, by uttering 
a solemn BismiUah I* followed by a few words which might 
have been of prayer, although I understood them not. He 
did not taste the food himself, but sat beside tne in silence 
while 1 ate ; and when 1 had finished, fervently ejaculating 
" Alhumdulillah !"t he prostrated himself, with his fore* 
head touching the sand. He then rose, and Teading me tp 
another corner of the cave, where ji black felt carpet lay 
spread on the sand, he bade me " rest in peace," and left 
me to repose. 

Much as I certainly required sleep, it was long ere k 
visited my eyelids. Botii mind and body were fevered^ and 
I tossed and turned upon my couch, until at length a trou- 
bled slumber came over me ; but the visions which it 
brought were ^Xe^^ with the fantastic images of an over- 
excited mind. At first, innumerable distorted shapes reel- 
ed through my brain, among which, though many were fa- 
miHar, none could be recognized or remembered : they 
resembled the indescribable phantoms that fiit across the 
imagination of one who isn under the influence of opium. 

At last the restless shadows assumed more defiaite 
shapes, and I could distinguish among them many well- 
known objects. The scene resembled our encampment at 
the Chushmah Jemallee, with its Toorkoman inhabitants ; 
and yet its appearance was strangely altered. Shireen, 
Selim, and others of my intimate friends, were busy among 
the rest, and they seemed to be preparing a feast. I^ought 
to join them, but some fearful shadow always obstructed 
my progress : — ^sometimes Omer Khan would interpose, 
with his counteiiance inflamed by wrath and with threaten- 
ing gestures ; — at others, the form of the Dervish, enlarged 
to preternatural size, would waft the whole away by a mo*^ 

* " In the name of God !" 'Vide page GO. 

t " Thanks ! or praise be to God I" used in retoming thanks by Hft" 
iiomedan?. 
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fion of his gigafitic arm. Again I saw our camp, but. it was 
t^onfused with slaughter and blood ; the scene of my first 
plundering party appeared to be passing in it. I saw the 
furious rage of my comrades, and heard the yell of despair 
from the murdered. I saw the women flying, -and Shireen 
among them screaming for help and mercy. I sousht to 
overt^e and save her ; but the more I exerted myself, the 
more I seemed glued to 4he spot ; and the ravishers were 
just seizing hold of her, when the Dervish suddenly appear- 
ed, and bore her away from her disilppointed pursuers. 

Then came a rapid succession of strange and unintelti^ 
gible visions. -* Brilliant assemblies — ^troops armed and ha- 
bited, as I had heard of in other lands, in rich apparel^ 
mounted on noble horses ; figures of power and majesty 
marshalling them, in order. Then confusion and tumult, 
battles and plunder, with seas of blood and £re.. In all 
these, the figure of the Dervish was predominant ; it was 
he that filled my imagination, and was the ruling spirit of 
every thing I saw. As for myself, I was lost in the crowd 
.of images around me, but still I followed the Dervish with ; 
my head and eye, as if my being itself depended on his 
will. 

Suddenly there was a great commotion, and I felt the 
rush of a crowd upon me as if 1 were the object of their 
wrath. Omer Khan and Selim were among the first, with 
wild distorted visages, crying out for vengeance upon the 
destroyer, and pointing to the shadow of Shireen, which, 
pale and dying, flitted away in the distance. I shrieked, 
and endeavoured to avoid them, and stretched, out my arms 
to the passing shadow with a violence that awoke me — 
when, looking upward, I saw the Dervish bending over me, 
holding a lamp in one hand) and with the other gently 
pressing my arm. 

I started wildly around, believing all I saw to be bat the 
cotitinuation of my dream, while the Dervish soothed me, 
and endeavoured to recall my bewildered senses :^^^ My 
son,*' said he, ^Vthy visions have been troubled and thy 
sleep unrefreshing* Thy body is distempe^jred ; rise, drink 
this potion, and then thou wilt enjoy repose as well as 
sleep." I tried to rise, but my head swam round, so that I 
*eeled and fell again upon the coach. Inow discovered 
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that I was really awake., but sick aitd' faint : my templet 
throbbed, and my eyes felt like balls of fire.. The Dervish 
still held the cup eoataining the potion ; my thirst wasr 
great, and almost unconsciously I seized and swallowed 
the refreshing draught. Its effects were speedy : in a few 
minutes a delightful calm ^read throughout my whole 
frame, and soon after, sleep stole upon me so gently, and 
continued so sound, that I was insensible to all that passed 
for jmany hours* 

Recollection did not return with returning conscious* 
ness. Darkness was around me, but I :coukl not conceive 
where I was. I felt about, but nothing within my reach 
conveyed any information to me : a confusied rem'embriuice 
of terrible things rushed upon my mind, but supplied no 
definite idea ; and I was striving to recoUect my scattered 
senses, whoi the' light reappeared, and the Dervish, wKo 
bore it,>canie and seated himself beside ^me. 

" Thanks be to Allah, youth," said he, after feeling fliy 
pulse and examining my countenance, ^^ thou art now in 
safety, but thou hast escaped a great danger ; the star of 
thy destiny burns brightly, tqike heed that thou thwart 
not its benign influence by thoughtless imprudence. The 
delay which thou didst suffer on the w6y, by straying from 
thy path, was the means of preventing thy nieeting with 
those fronl ^hom thou couldest not have otherwise escap- 
ed ; and the storm which well nigh proved fatal to thee, 
has numbered among the victinos of its fury, those who 
sought for, and would have found thee, had their progress 
not thus "been stopped short. Learn from these events, 
young man, that the wisdom of mortals is foUy-^— and adore 
thou the omnipotence of Allah ! 

" Thou art now about to enter on another course of life, 
beset with dangers different in character, but not less peri- 
lous than-those^om which thou hast hitherto escaped. — 
To guard against these, thy prudence will be as needful as 
thy courage : by nature thou art sufficiently endowed with 
both — seek to give them exercise, that they may not fail 
thee in the hour of need. Yet another day thou must tarry 
in this asylum to recruit thy still imperfect strength, for thy 
toils are not over ; on the morrow, the dangers of the De- 
sert must again be faced, but they shall be stripped of their 
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terrors^ ta lliee, by the directions thou shalt receive for thy 
path." 

It was true that my strength was exhausted ; the nu>- 
raent I left my couch I became sensible of my weakness, 
and was not sorry to contemplate another day's repose^ 
before being again exposed to the toils of a Desert journeys 
The Dervish now lefl me to myself, nor was there lack of 
matter to employ my thoughts. 

In the evening, a little before sunset, the Dervish led me 
from the cavern tp the suaimit of a small eminence above 
it. The wind was now still, and the sky serene; alow 
train ofpurple and golden clouds mustered around the sun 
as he rapidly descended in the west towards the distant sea 
of Koolzum.*' The change on the ^ face of nature, from 
the preceding xlay, when terror and desolation were abroad, 
-and the angd of death seemed sweeping through the air on 
the wings of the whirlwind, was striking enough to affect^ 
jtbe most though tless« The Desert, indeed, was still spread 
around us^ and it was btfrren and desolate as ever ; but its 
terror^ were gone, and the last rays of the declining sun 
threw a peaceful gleam over its withered surface, like the 
calm smilfi of hope oh the face of a dying saint 1 ^^ Mark, 
young man,'* said the Dervish, ^> how the goodness of Al- 
lah can shed beauty over the wilderness, and extract a balm 
from misfortune, as the bee gathers honey from the bitter- 
est flowers. . It is the hour of prayer ; iet us adore and 
bless his holy name I" 

After our prayers were, over, the Dervish, turning to- 
wards the South-: west, directed my attention to that quar- 
ter. ^^ Look yondet," said he ; ^Hhou seeat that di&ltant. 
object, like a cloud rising above the line of our visible ho- 
rizon ; observe its outline, regular and unchanging in its 
form', in one part risingjo a point, and in. others relieved 
by lighter tints, as if still lighted up by the sun which has 
set to us. That is the. land to which thou art journeying. 
These are the lofty mountains of. Khorasan, flecked with 
the first sho weirs of autumnal snow. That lofly peak, 
which rises to the West of Dereguz, will be thy unerring- 
guide for the rest of thy journey. To the East pf it arq 

* The Cafjpiaa Sea. ^ 
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the moubtains, which contain the impregnMe fortress of 
Kelaat ; and beyond lie the districts occupied by the war- 
like Koordbh tribes. The distance from hence is stiJl 
great, and the path will lead thee near the ancient cities of 
Nissa, Abiyerd and Meheene ; and by many yiHages once 
populous add rich$ now desolate as this Desert. But the 
ruin» of Diroom are still occupied by the crafty Seyed Sul- 
taun, whpse-country and followers inust be shunned by thee 
^ a pestilence ; for hjs is opposed to the chief whose for- 
tnneS'tbou art doomed to foMow, the gr6at Nader Koolee, 
whom Providence has destined to be exalted 'high in fame, 
as Iskunder,'* as Chengiz, or as Timoor. Avoid, then, the 
Toorkomans of Diroom, and all the tribes of the Desert. 
It is with the Kuzzilbashes thou henceforth must associate, 
and to the Kuzzilbashes thou must look in future for friend- 
ship and assistance..'^ - 

I looked at the Dervish with enquirmg eyes. " Yes," 
continued he, ^^ it is this powerful, this fortunate', this ter^ 
rible 6hief, who shall lead thee to fortune and to honour. 
It is thy happy destiny to follow in th^ train of that brilliant 
star, whose light shall, shed a lustre on Persia, unknown 
since the days of the earliest Sooffees.t But it is a* red 
terrific planet, whose course is crossed. by many a conateK 
lation of evil power, which may render its influence bane« 
ful. Praise, praise to Allah ! who mercifully hides from 
his creatures the perfect knowledge of a- future, which may 
teem with misery I And now, my son," continued the 
Dervish, after a pause, " betake thee to repose — to-mor- 
row's s\m must see thee on thy* way ; go forth in the 
strength of the Almighty, and be thy course bright as vir- 
tue, steadfast as truth !'^ He ceased, and we returned to 
the cave. Fain would I have sought to learn more of my 
destiny — to know if I should ever again meet with this mys- 
terious being. But there was a majesty about him that 
awed the beholder, ^nd I did not dare to question him far- 
ther. He quitted me^ and I retired to my place of rest. 

* Iskunder is the ilame by which Alexander the Great is known and 
celebrated over the East 

t The Sooffee or Sufiavean dynail; was the most brHUa^t of the lat« 
ter dynasties which hare ruled over Persia : it includes the reigns of 
Ismael, Tahmaseb, both the Abbasses^ which may be considered the 
Augustan age of Persia. . 
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My thoughts for a while dwelt on the words' he had uttered 
regarding my future destiny. I have already said, that the 
fame of Nader Koolee Beg had extended even into otir de^ 
sorts, and that proposals had bten made to our tribe to 
raiufe themselves, along with his enemies against him» I 
haaalways contemplated with reluctance the chance of op- 
posing in arms a chief of my own people, and carrying 
havoc into the bosom of my own country ; and it was with 
joy I hailed the prospect of being relieved from fiiuch a 
necessity. These x^heeripg reflections were soon termina- 
ted, however, by a sound sleep, which ceased not till a loud 
neigh from my horse' startled me, and the faint light of a 
wandering ray told me that it was time to rise and pursue 
my journey. 

Reluctant to seem slothful in the eyes of the Dervish, I 
was soon equipped, and feh with delight that the vigour of 
ray body was restored, and with it the energy of my mind ; 
hope sprang fresh in my soul, and brightened all the future, 
as the beams of the morning-sun gild the summer land- 
scape. Nor was my joy inferior at seeing my trusty-steed, 
as I led him forth from the cavern, equally refreshed,- and 
full of spirits as his master :. he pawed the sand, shook his 
arching crest, and glaneed his bright eye upon me, expres- 
sing bis impatience the while l^ quick neightngs. 

I waited for some time in expectation that the Dervish 
would make his appearance ; but though all I could re- 
quire for my journey stood ready prepared for roe, my bene- 
factor was not to be seen. There were my joals replen- 
ished with food for myself and provender for my steed, and 
there was spread my light morning^s meal. I hastily par- 
took of it, still hoping he who supplied it would afford me 
an opportunity of expressing my gratitude for all his kind- 
ness ; but the time was passing fast and yet he came not. 
I then remembered his solemn benediction of the preceed- 
ing night, and felt that it was his farewell. His advice and 
directions for my route had been given me then also, and 
it remained for nie but to avail myself of them and depart. 

But what had become of the mysterious being who tra- 
versed the pathless Desert as a familiar place, and walked 
in safety through the storms where others perished ? Long 
did I muse on this perplexing subject, as mounting my horse 



116 ADVEWTUBES OF 

I rode forward on my journey ; but the more I thought of 
the adventure, and all' its circumstances, the more I was 
bewildered. At length, abandoning all idea of comprehen- 
ding the mystery, but satisfied that, be he whom be might, 
he was the agent of a beni6cent power, I mentally return- 
ed thanks to Allah for all his goodness,* and, collecting my 
scattered senses, urged on my steed in the direction point- 
ed out by the Dervish, 



CHAPTER XV. 

THE B^MCOUNTEB. ^ 

I prasuED my way in safety for many hours along the 
sand, for the landmarks given me by the Dervish were too 
clear to be mistaken ; but I found that the^istance to the 
foot of the hills was much greater than might have been 
imagined from the view we had obtained of them in the 
calm hour of morning, before the dtist had arisen and dimed 
the pure air. Indeed, as the day advanced, the haze en- 
tirely obscured them f and it was not till long after the sun 
had passed the meridian, that I again observed their summits 
rising above the clouds of dust that still hid their bases from 
view. 

The nature of the country now began to change ; tracks 
of clay and gravel made their appearance, and relieved my 
horse's steps from the weariness of constantly sinking to 
the fetlocks in the heavy sand, which had |iitherto predomi- 
nated. 

Afler a while, traces of former cultivation could be dcr 
tected ; channels for irrigation here and there furrowed the 
ground ; from the sides of which, fields producing rich 
crops of wheat, barley, dourra,^ and other grains, once re- 
ceived the water that fertilized them. The canals were 
now dry, and the fields produced only camePs thorn, and 
other stunted weeds. 

I came soon afterwards to a collection of mud-walls, the 
ruins of some village to which the cultivation had belonged : 
— the houses were roofless, and the walls had mouldered 
down from the effects of rain. A few withered creeping 
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plants, fbft podaoeof spipiaf 1^ 9aBii«ter; now hungiuKMUid 
theiB, rustiiifegr'^ii tii& wioai'-^tbe <»ilyiio«i&d td be iieard. 
The placa sem&^jtmofte desokcte even Umntbee Desert; and ~ 
I sinidderM^ as I passed by tfi^ iifsMixoiiuiiieiit of rum and 
decay. * * • . ' 

This village itru probably atnong the few that in more 
peaceable titiies-had crept fiorwafd to the confines of the 
waste, and huf consequently be^ one of tbe^^fst swept 
away, when the tribes of 4he Desert, which for a time had 
been^repeli^f mlled IfiaeJt.f&e a fbridusvt^e,>verwfaelnHng 
every thing to the- very foot of the mounlains. 

It was a Iqag time liWrpafising these ruins befbre I fi>uiid 
any other ;veitiges of habiiatione ; but toward^ evening I « 
observed; l^otb to theright and left> of me^ several low lines 
of broken- walls,-ahd the country assoiMd a^ nrore fertile 
aspect ; the^earth wias better dkd with herbage, although 
it was :^»y and wither)9d, andcpltivalion ^ad plainly once* 
abouiided. ';, - -* 

. A few miles farther dn,- myeyes w<&re gladdened by the 
dight of a strip of Verdure, irhich I found kitrdering the bed 
of a stream, at this time nearlydry :' it had bisen einploy^ 
to irrigate a great portion of the abandoned cultivation in 
the neighbourhood, but the wateitsourseil wer^ choaked up, 
and the water spent kself ifruitlesdly, milling at large over 
the country. ■ . > ; - * , \ 

I had now approached &k> near to the mtiuntains that 
their features were distinctly visible^ projecting, and retiring 
in great ridgoa and deep dark vallies. A series of smaller 
hilla cdntinded frotil their feet, undulating in various irregu- 
lar swelfs, tiil they. became lost in a loqg gradual slope 
thatstre&hed down to ihp ground wher^ I stood. This 
slope W9S furrowed; and^ partly fertilti^ed by ihany streams, 
the Buper^uous waters of which were lost in the Desert 
beyond, or were collected in a single stream, which divides 
that desert from the more fertile' country, all. the way to the 
banks of the Koolzum, into Which it &11S. ... 

^ By the time I reached the banks of this stream, the sun 
had set, and it was necessary to seek sonie retreat virhere I 
might pass the night, and'refresh myself and my horse with- 
out fear of discovery. Ascending the pver bed, therefore, 
with this intention, I soon.feund a recess where I could 

n 
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repose ipyself, su/roanded-by gtten msture, io which rxiy 
'^orse might feed ; . biit as it wouhl have heeA dangerous to 
let. him go at iiirgedil^iiigbti I employed rayself for.a wh^e, 
in cutting the longest and thickest. of the grass which grew 
on the banks of the stream, for his night's repast, permit-, 
ling him Xq pasture at wiU until di^k ; and securing him 
the;n elose^to the spoil meant to, occupy ,«aAer a m^erate 
meal, I commended myself to Allah, and lay dot^n to 
rest, ;■•.*. •-.--. . ^ ' . • - • 

The \0tLd neighing 6f Ay horse awoke me with a start, 
as the first light dt dawn t^roke in. the /East. ' Quickly 
^springliigon my feet,, and grasping my spear and sqrtQietar, 
which lay uqder.my bead, i looked arqut^d for the cause of 
alarm . Nor did i^ Ipng remain doubtful, for, at the distance 
of scarce twa hundred yards, I saw a single horseman ad- 
vancing'.— To tignt^ piy gindle round, my loins, to. string 
'my bow, and prep^e two or three arrows for use, was but 
the work of a few moments ; before (hese^.prep'al-ations^ 
howev^r^.were complete, the. stranger was close at hand. 
<« Fitting an arrow. to my bow, I placed myself upon guard, 
and ^xamined him narrowly as he approached. , He was a^ 
man of goodly stature, and powerful frame; his. counte- 
nance, hard, stropgly marked^ and furnished ^with a thick 
black beard,. bore testimony of exposure, to many a blast, 
but it still preserved a prepossessing expression of good 
humour and benevolence. His turban, which was formed 
of a c^hmere shawl, sorely tached and. torn, and twisted 
here and there with small steel chains, accQrdingto.the 
fashion of the time, was wound round a red cioti cap, that 
rose in four peaks high above the head. His oemah, or 
riding coat, of crimsbn cloth much stained and faded, open- 
ingat the bosos^, shawed the links of a coat of mail Which he 
wore below; a yellow shawl formed his girdle; his huge 
shulwars, or riding trowsers, of thick, fawn-cploured Ker- 
man woolleh-stpflf, fell ii) folds over the large red leather boots 
in which his legs were cased : by bis side hung a crooked 
scymetar in a bla^. leather scabbard, and from the holsters 
of his isaddle peeped out the butt-ends of apair of pistols 
— weapons of which I then knew not the use, any more 
than of the matchlock which was slong at his back. He 
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was moUQted on a powerful liut jaded horse, and appeared 
to have already travelled far. • 

. When: this striking figure had approached within ^thirty 
yards, I called o.tit'in the Turkish, language, oo^hnndnly- 
used m the countty, ^^ Whoever thou art, coin^ no nearer 
on thy^eril, orJ shall salute thee' with this arrbw from my 
bow 1'^-^" Why, boy/*^ returned the stranger, in a deep- 
manly voice, and4sp€»king in th6 same tongue, ^^thou art a 
bold lad, truly I but set thy heart at rest^ I mean thee no 
harm." — ^"Nay^" rejoined T, "I am' on foot and alone.. J 
know thee n6t, nor thy frxtentions ; either retfre at: once, <St 
show thy- sincerity by setting thyself on equal t^rms with 
n^ ;--^]di3mOnnt from -thy steed, and then rfear thee not, 
whatever be thy designsiv— Beware'!'* and 90 saying, I drew 
my a^row to the head, and pointed it toward? bim.^ '*^y 
the head of iny fkther I** cried the stranger,." thou art art 
abfijplute yonth hr^but I like thee well ; thy heart is stout, 
arid thy demand is just ;-^the sheep trusts hot the wolf when 
it'meets.-him in theplain, nor^do'we acknowledge every 
stranger >ih the Desert for a friend. See," continued he, 
dismoui^ting actively^ yist with a weight that made the turf 
* iring;again, '* 8ee,i yidd my advantage ;-^-^lbr thy arrows,^ 
boy, I, fear theih notV' with that h^ slung a small shield, 
which he, bore at his^ back, before him, as if to cover bis 
ftioe^ia caat© o^ 4i^o9chery on my part,^and leaving hisliorse 
wh^re it stood, he advanced to me; ' * . . 

Taught from my youth tp suSpect and to guard against 
treaehery^, I still kepi a wary ^e on the ' motions of tiie 
stranger. But there was isomething in his open, though 
mgged countenance; and manly bearing,, that claimed and 
won my confidence. Slowly^ I. lowered my hand„ and 
relaxed the- still dfawn string oif my bow, as b^ strode iip 
to fne with a firm composed step. 

" Youth," said he, "had my intentions been hostile, it 
. is not thy arrows or thy bow, qo, nor thy sword and spear, 
that could have stood thee much in ste^cl..^ I am too. old a 
soldier, and too weirdefen(|ed against such weapons, to fear 
them from so young an arm. Btit I am neither enediy nor 
traitor to attack thee unawares : I have travelhdd far du' 
ring the past night, and mean to refresh myself awhile in 
this spot before 1 proceed on my journey ;.— thou meanest 
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not," added Jbe with a smile,^^' to deny me the bx>on wbkb 
Allah extQnds^to all Ins ccefitiircis ? What! stiU suspi- 
cioua ? Ogme thep, J will increase thy ad;vaatage, and try 
to win thy confidence. ".With that beimbucUed' bi$ 
sword, and threw it, with his match-lock, upon the turf a 
little way froinliiRi.,. ^> Se^ me now unaciped, — wilt thoii 
yet trust me ?'^ Who dojtiM .have doubted longer ? I 
threw d<w^ -ray bow anda^row^ : "Paxdop," cried!, *^nij 
tardy confidence ; but be that has escaped with difficulty 
from manjr perils, fears ej^en their .shadow':— -here," con- 
tinued I, ^^ are bread and salt, eat thou pf them, thou art 
then my |>xiest, and that sacred tie secur^ the faith t>f 
both." The stranger, with anothef smile, took tbe^ofi^red 
fgodt 'fSee, youth, I aip forward to prove my sincerity. 
I coiisept to be thy guest, a9 thou- witst. first in occupation 
of this spot ; and by the holy Caaba,* I am iike to profii 
by^ it, seeing t^y stores ^eem better and larger than mipe f 
it is some ^ys^incej h&ve e^ten a bitof'bread like this. 
But now, with thy leave, IshaU bring hither my Weary 
horse, that he. too. may rest and b^ refr^ed. Here, - Rou- 
shun !t hijther, Either rwh« gave a long' whistle, and the 
animal came trotting to his call : tben looaingf the saddle 
and. appi^rtenances^^b^ scraped the siireat and dust from his 
sides, ri^bbed.bina heartily .for a while, pre$sed his muscles 
and drew his joints after the fashipii ofa ^ond^u*^ o»»«ful 
groOm ; then tjirowing over him*.au numod4 winch had 
been fas^lened to his ss^dle, he petmitted him. to graze at 
will. In all this I assisted bimy and gdined many commen- 
dations "for my ni^llingne^s and dext^Nty. — " So r Well 
done, young man, one may see that thou hast learnt to 
tend a horse ^ — there, rub hip nose well ; lift up that oQ* 
fore-leg till its joints craek. again ; now pullhis tail, no- 
thing pleases a wearied horse more than that ; lend thy 
h^nd to rub this side a little dryer :^-^there, that will do ; 
that^s Well — we'll just clap this numud on tiim to keep.his . 

* The temple, or mosque^ at Mecca, towards which all Musaool- 
litans turn their faces at the time of prayer. This edifice, or part of % 
iii attributed to Abraham) and is considered the holic&t earthly ol:g€«t oi* 
Mahomedan regard. 

t Rojishun,— rlight,.8plenclourj — a common name for a favourite hcrs^ 
in Persia. ' - 

J A horse-cloth of felt. - 
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Joins Warm ; aod now, my poor Roaahun, ^ fill tfay beOy, 
for thou liast much need." ' < " 

' Afler this task had beei^perfort^ed, the straoger, turning 
to me, said, ^^ See the first beams of the sim have lighted 
up that distant mountain ; it 19 the .hour of prayer, a duty I 
never neglept, neither shouldst thou, omit it, if thou behest 
3 gpod Mussoolman." 

,The strainer performed his ablutions in the clefir stream^ 
and used.it as ipen do who^aye^oil^d sdre and long. He 
btfthed'his head, his br^astv&nd feet, and let the cool water 
streams over his black bushy beard* He then prayed long 
aCnd devoutly, prostrating bis.^rehead upon a. piece of clay 
brought from £^rt)elah.* Being less accustomed to pro- 
tracted devoti6ns, my prayers #are ft>oner over, and I felt 
half ashamed at the eircumstanco : at last he rose and ap^ 
pro^ched me^ ^* And. now, youth, let us see what wo can 
muster for breakfast J' _ - , 

He>t6ok a small pair of joals frbnl behind his holsters, 
and pourod their contents On a handkerchief which he 
spread on the grass. Some fragments of tough old bread, 
mingled with crumbs of cheese, and a feW withered roots 
of garlic, were all that appeared. ^' Wullah !"t cried he, 
opening wide his eyes^ here, is a pretty mesS for a hungry 
m^n indeed! the Kumbacht| has treated, me worse than I 
believed; but never ~ mind. I hop6,,youqg'man, you are 
better supplied ; if not, come ^are with me-ttnd welcome ; 
there is enough to keep life in' our bodies' till we reach 
better quarters." 

" Nay," said I, " remember thou art iqy guest, we joinr 
stocks on this occasion, at a]!' events, and I have plenty for 
both." With that I (Produced my^3tore, which, thanks^to 
the Dervish's bounty, was very respectajble : it consisted, 
it is true, only of barley breads but less ancient than that 

'I'' The place in Arabia, where Hassan and Hoostaiir, sons of Allee, 
were murdered and buried. It is a.vei^ holy place, of pilgrimage for the 
Sheahs, and it is cuftomary for all of that sect to carry whh tfaein a 
piece of clay brought from thence, and stamped with the seal of the 
.high priest of the tomb, which they place before them during prayers, 
and press their Ibrehead against it when prostrating themselyes. v . 
t A common exclamation of surprise, — ^literally, ** Bj €rod !" 
i Ill-fated ! — wretch !-rft et^saaon term of reproach or abuse in 
V^rsia. 

11* 
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of ny'iiew friendi^th some toleraUe cheese^ some dried 
plums (of BocQiara, and ^ape jelly, all good, of their 
kiodif and all in duffiqient quantity to qigaet any scruples he 
might have felt at interfering with my proper allowance. 
Incbed^ such scruples seemed to t>e foreign to liis frank apd 
liberal mUure, and he eyed the eatables with a look^bat 
sufficiently declared how welcome they were.—-^^ Hah^ my 
youQg friend, you travel well pvpvid^-^uch tbin^. are 
no^ io be picked Up in every corner^ of tlie Deserf-^^bot let 
OS fall tp, BismiQab !"^— '' BismSiaii,''^ echoed I ; and we 
fell upon the victuals like men who had fasted 4ong^ and 
who might not spoil again find wherewithal M> satisfy tbeir 
appetites. .. 

' At length, both being satisfied, and a paus^ bi^ving en- 
sued, the stronger took occasion to reraaric on the singula- 
rity of finding a youth like^ myself alone . in: so.di|>ogerou9 
and desert a Country. ^ By thy, dress," added be, *^ tboa 
shouldst be a^^Kuzzilbfuih, but thy tongue and thy.bearing 
teH a different tale/' Greatly as I had be^n prepossestsed 
in favoitf pf ray «ew firiendby his frank deportment, I did 
not think it altogether prudent to entrust him with my 
story ; I therefore merely rej;>liedv that I had travelled firom 
a great disM^Mie, and ^^ encountered' many dangers, but 
that,^bylhe mercy of God, I had been presei^^ in the 
greatest extremity^ and gpt my i^tore.of provisions reple^ 
nished whisn nearly exhausiked. 

^^ WelV said the stranger, ^^ I press not to know tby 
secret : yet thOu art young ; and though bold and cautious 
fer tby years, jptiigbte^ not be the worse foriidvice or as- 
sistance froia One whoihas A^en something of the world, 
and who weU kiK>ws every foot of these dangerous plains. 
Thou hast seen^that I seek not to harm thee, and I tell 
thee, youth, there is something in thy look that draws me 
strongly to theel Tby garb, a3 1 said*befere, would speak 
thee a Kuzzybash, but thy horse, and his harness, with 
thy" spear, bow and arrows, are those of the sons of the 
Desert: — nay, I might say, for well I know their fashion, 
that the^ belong to the tribe of Tekeh ;«— yet there is 
something of more noble lineage in thy large dark eyes, 

* <* In the nmt of ixodl** (lie common Mahamedan grace ; an ex- 
clamation also common upon all occasions. 
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thy high, s|faigM nose, and the smile which pjlayjs around 
thy mouth; BUt be thou who thou-tnayest, Ibrahim Beg 
Keerklob would never take a base advantage, even pf a foe^ 
whose gilest he liath been, with^ whom.hd bath eaten bread 
an^dalt, and whose hand has been given, as to a friend, in 
the broa4 DtMert [l' 

^^ £eerJdoot" Remanded I, looking earnestiy in the war* 
rior's&ce; "thenartthou^an Aflibar7"*' "Ay!" rejoin- 
ed bef "^an A&har I am,' and not of the meanest family, 
adthough jnany' are the change of fortune that I and my 
kindred have known." ; " I too am an Affihar^" criecTl, 
my heart warming to my fran]f:rbea^t)^d flansman as I spoke, 
^' I too am an A&har ! and if I err xioi much, of the fkmily 
of Ke^rkloo also V '' Thou an AffsharT^cri^d Ibrahim ; 
'^ thou of the &mily of Keerkioo ? By the tomb of the 
Prophet^ youth,' but this sounds strangely !-^nd yet that 
countenance-rit -speaks the truth for thee ; methinks f 
eojuld read it irtUsy face I But, then, from whence comest 
thbji now ? and who.is thy fathe? ?" " Whence I am come 
thou mayest know hereafter,** 'returned I ; '• and, for my 
&ther,^now that many yeard have passed since he went to 
share the Joys of Paradiso— *wbeo cdl his family, except my- 
adf, and great jmrt of his clan, fell beneath the spears of that 
desert tribe^ from which even now thou deemedst me to be 
sprung. My father was Moosteza Khan of Karabulagh, 
who resided at Khojahdeh, once the principal village of 
thai district." ".Thou the son of Moortesa Khan Ke^rk- 
loe ? tb«B the child of Q^^old friend and companion in arms? 
By the head of my father^ w^come to Ibrahim ! and may 
tli^ hour ai our ttsetingt be propitiout !" 

With that he roee^ and embracing me, kissed me ^th 
great zeal three times on both cheeks, and held me at arm^e 
length, as if talook fenr the t&^e8a>be expected to find in 
coafirmati£m of qiiy assertion^— ^^ I must believe. thee, 
youth !" at last contiimed be ; " that open front and stea-* 
dy look could never sapport a &kehood ; and in thy youth* 
Mfeatures I can trace tiie:stemer trailsof thy brave father. 
But bow didst tbou escape the ruthless sword that destroy- 
ed thy whole bousi^ ? and liow is it that I now find thee 

*AiiffiAt Ttirkiifa tribe,' dwelKiig partly in Azeii>i|jaD) partly on llie 
confines of IQioras^. Nader Shah vna of thb tribe. 
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wandering so near the haunts of tfae3e savage b^^rdes ; so 
near too, to the scene of thy family's destractiohj'' 
V " The story," answered I, *' is long, and would require' 
more tioie thiin I should judge may safely tie giren to it 
here ; but this I may teli'thee — ^for be it prudent or other- 
wise, there is something l^hich bids me confide in ttiee, 
and young and inexperienced in the world ad I am, I fain 
would have -the ai.d^nd co.unselx>f sonie one better Icnowo 
to its ways-I have fle4 from th^t very tribe of Tekeh« whose 
tents, from the time of my father's tnu^der have served his 
son as a home : I nOw seek to be re-united to my country- 
men cTnd tribe ; and I am oif^ my way to ' j^in' that gallant 
captain,, their chief ornament and support, the victorious 
^deri if the services of one. ^ young and inexperienced 
may be accepted by that chief, whose fame has penetrated 
even to the remote corner where our tents were pitc.bQd."^ 

^^ By the sword of Allee, they shall be accepted !" cried 
the warm-hearted Ibrahim. >' To the camp of Nader thou 
shalt indeed go, nor shalt thou want a guide and a guard ; 
the brother of Nader shall himself lead thee to him, nor 
shall his dwn ^Welcome ^m the chief b^ the lesis warm 
because he presents to bis acceptance the scion of a noble 
stock, the son of a brave and highly valued kinsman. In 
me you see Ibrahim, the unwoithy*brother pf that lumina- 
ry, which, like the sun, has risen in the East to shed its. 
reviving influence over its owti Khocasan, and enlighten all 
Persia with its beams!" 

It was now my turn to gaze : young and passionately 
fond of enterprise;, ^nothing connected wi^ a chief so hi||b 
in fame a^ Nader could be indifferent to uk ; and thus, it 
the very outset of my adventures, in a manner so' extraor- 
dinary and^unloolied for, to meet with the brother of that 
chief himself, and that too at the very moment when I 
stood most in need of assistance and advice— ^the influencQ 
of my happy star was so povv^rful and so distinct, that I 
was penetrated with gratitude and amazement. In Ibra*- 
him I felt that I had acquired a warm, a hereditary friend ; 
n^eeting with him was like regaining my country and my 
family. New hopes, new energy ^ sprang lip in my soul, 
and but for one dark <:loud, which still gave its tingQ to my 
destiny, all the iUture would have been bright and glowing 
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ia my' eyes. TidUms of gloiy and/of bappiness^ flashwi 
acTQis my thoughts, nor could h for a white reply to the 
animated .sssivanees of protection which It^rfihim-so fir^fikly 
a&redme« '^ , . 

't; Allah KereemTl God is merciful ("exclaimed I at last ; 
^^ he de^ds to let his favours jhine upon a wretch like me ! 
*4^&d will the brothe^pf Nader indeed befrieiid ah orphan 
who can. projSer nothing in- return 'but his grfititude knd 
zeal I With confidence, O Ibrahim I 'do I place myself fo 
thy Mnds, assiired'that in so doing 1 am fulfilling the will 
of tfee Almighty I Ah,, Dervish ! Tiow irue a prophet art 
thou i— how viun.is H to strive D^^indt the will- of J^rovi- 
deiu^eliibi? impossible tp contravene the decrees thjit have 
been registered since the beginning, of time ^ -: The star of 
Ismael's destiny is indeed ri^g ;^ and it is truly from Kuz- 
;siibaBh^s that he baa allready reeeived, >nd must in. future 
seek support/' - .... 

Tfie eur^iQr of Ibrabim was again excited by my last 
exclaml^tieiK;,. which wi^l'e uttered aloud ; and T promised 
^to satisfy it i>y relatiiig^ my wl^de story as soon ^ . an. op- 
portunity diodld ciccuf. He then adverted to the cirpum- 
stances that hadjpccasioned his being fiuind himself aJone 
aqd m so perikms^ a spot. ^^ My brother,^'** said be, ^' was 
summoned to the. n^ifipbho iyhp^ f t <»f Kiminjosban, t>y re- 
pofts of di3turbancea.amei3t^tbe Koords ^f that district — 
no unoomtnon e.feht,.4ndejBd« He^ent me to recruit near 
Semulghafi, and to. confirm, if Icquld^thefi^iendlylribesof 
these parts in their allegiance. £ -raised a goodoaaany men 
and sent them direct to my brother^ biit there were threat- 
ening appearances in the Desert, and I wished to see with 
my own eyes the extent 6f real^ danger ; so, taking a few 
steady men with me, I took this road by the skirts of the 
hill^." "And what bas become of your escort ?'* enquired 
1 — " did you find the reports^ correct ?" " Faith ! not en- 
tirely unfounded, it must be owned,'^ rejoined he ; "for 
though I have seen no large bodies of troops, ^tbere Certainly 
ajre plunderers at)r6ad. La«t evening, while passing through 
an ugly defile, I was sorpf ised by a troop of twenty or thirty 
of the Diroom hor|emeD :-^my escof^had been weakened 
by detaching several messengers, and by a few casualties-;—'' 
and they attacked us so-fiercely, tha^ two more were killed 
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B,tf the' first burdt^ so we were forcec^ to trust totiie good- 
ness of bur horses for safety, and ail dispersed, %ing dif- 
ferent waysl to. distract the attention of the miscreants who 
were at our heels. ^ Two of them stuek by me, and grained 
on -me, set ^9t, that I turned to give them batti^t and fortu- 
nately shot <>ne of them with my pistol ; on which tbe othe^r ^ 
rail jiway asiast as I had done ut first, andl^ft th^ to pur-' 
stie my way unmolesledr ! ^ok adVahfage' of, this, to 
plunge into the most intricate and inaccessible^parfsof the 
country; biit my horse, as well ^ myselfjf began tofeel^e 
, waht of fopd and rest ; Wje wer^ id deserts where i^jotiubg 
of the kind was to be had, andva feW hours after midnight 
I resolpd upon seeking this reAptbte spot at all fiazards, 
where my horse, at least,' might i^ed and^be refreshed, before 
I should^pUsb for the pass of Detegus^'^v . 

^^I shall still,^' continued Jiq, ^^ allow my ];iprse some 
farther rest, and sna{ch' a little s1eep''myse]f, during which 
time you, young man^ who are $'esh,^may remain on guards ; 
afterwards, !we shall both proceed towarjds Dereguz : and, 
as w^ aVe now, not far from the. me^us of- proouring sup- 
plies, I sfaafi borrow a Iktle barley from your Well-filled 
joals for my faithful Rous^il ; whOy to say the trilith, was 
sorely put to his <m0ttle yesterday t but ^e has carried me 
bravely throUgtiTsaiiya hai ile^ < lAy agninaf m y fiieeu arweU as 
from tj^egi, and ^sh-allah ! dhall do so yet again and again.^^ 
The' corn: jwas quickly l)eatowed, ^anfl Ibrahim, recommen- 
ding to, me a darefiil watch,^ placed his saddle u^der his 
hea^v covered his face slighUy with « napkin, and in a few 
moments was last asleep. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

TKB SKIBUIi^H. ^ . 

The sleep of Ibraliim was that of a soldier ; deep and 
refreshing, yet short and-easily put to flight. I sat by his 
side, or traversed the green turf neajr him, for little more 
than two hours; my mind intently occupied with this for> 
tunate reacountei^ and in anticipating its consequences, 
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wh^!i a nekie, mad^ b^ t|ie honied near us, disturbed, my 
cpnipaaioQ, who.instaQtiy sprang^ to has legs,*^ aixd felt for J^ 
arms, as he gazed around.' ;I would ^ have bad him onee 
more seek repose, bat, castmif his eyes to the sun, now 
I)igfa m heaven-Ti-^^ No, no,, my friend,'^ said he, '^ we muisit 
not lose aether hour^ — v^ho'know^ how much we. may re- 
quire it ? — -1)o'w much niay.be todt or won befcMre the "sun 
sets ?-^let u^ be gone at once." Accordingly, without 
f^tl^er deh^, we made our horses r^ady,.resumed our^anas, 
mounted^aniirode Tor ward. ^ ; . 

,F0V. some time we ^^ontinoed to ascend the course, of the 
stream, which formed a r^yiuer of considerable depth in the 
slope tHat extended dowii fifom the mountaki-foot. A few 
stunted triaes here and there huQ|f over, the waters, and 
brushwood clothed the hollows in its sides ^.bqtthe banks, 
for thf most pj^rt, were gravelly and bare, - 

Afier^a course of nearly two hours, we rpse from the bed 
"of the stream, and takiog a direction mare to xthe East, 
c|;ossed a . part of , the slope, which here Jbegan . to change 
its character. The wood which partially clothed the moon* 
tains, in- some places extended downwards over the lower 
ground at their base ; and this occasionally rose into swell- 
ing undulations, covered with wood and pasture, inter- 
spersed with exteqsive tracer of cultivtifion. Ruins oi' 
villages became more frequent as we i^roached the moun^ 
tains ;^nd' still farther distant, among the' receding valleys 
of their skirts, the smoke which arose j&om amid .the trees 
and corn-fields prpclaimed that we were S4)proacbing the 
abodes of men. ^ -. . 

During this part of our ride, which lay over compara- 
tively leyel ground, I seized the^'opportunity of relating to 
Ibrahim the particulars of my life, since the tune of my 
father^s murder and my own captivity among the Tekehs. 
He was much interested by the recital,- and many were tfie 
exclamations it called forth. He Wjas inclined to yield 
Omer Khan some applause for the conduct which he 
held, towards me, hni it was constrainecBy and rather un^ 
graciously bestowed : it was a triumph of generosity over 
prejudice scarcely gained : ibr Ibrahim, though by-nature 
noble, frank, and can<fid, iiad not failed to imbibe sundry 
prejudices, and particularly against some of the Desert 
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tribes, whicli c(^ld not te cc^itef^ii, and w&e^ seUbm 
Irrougiit tmder decent control/ ^^ ¥e8,' - t>b8ef%ed he,- ^^ the 
fellovrsaYed yoi}clife,^if you.i^ill; bat to what end ? To 
make J9vl a^ akte, — ^to repder fi»^ vaNstbte to hiinielf; And 
if he d^d make a di^er^nce between yoa and other captives^ 
what geod.pnrpose did it'si^ve to you ? K^ •sm you WQfe 
a fule young Mow, and that your services would be useful ; 
thSrefor^ he treated you decently : but you see, whenibcare 
was any talk of giTingjoii h chaasce of tising'-^of becoming 
a free man, he discountenanced- k at ^^^ice. And^may 
his^ther be burnt! — the^dog! what reason did he give ? 
Why, ..that you were fait^l to your rehgipii' and your 
hotiour ; that yois werQ and would remain a ^eah. The 
accursed follower of the acciirsed Omar, may he never ^ 
the joys of Paradls^! He- deny you freedom ly^dtuse you 
dared to continue a faithfbl believer ! But he will howl 
for this yet, as well as for all the* ^ithful and holy blood- he 
ti^s shed ! And yet the dog seems lb have been a good 
leader, by your account, too. That was a wdl^manag^d 
business in which you fiil8t,drew btood ;. lie deserves credit 
for that-prompt, daring, and gallantly achieved ! But giVe 
me yotfr friend ^Hm, that is a brave. noble fellow— ^pity he 
is a Soonnee I— rbdt what better could be expected in such 
a place $nd such company ? — But Isroael,.that fellow's de- 
votion and conduct jto you will save him jfroni hell, ay if he 
were to slay a thousand Scyeds."^* 

He treated my conduct towards the unhappy Shireen 
with less seventy than I was ihysfilf inclined to do. 

^^It was a silly aflair, my lad," said he ; ^^ I cannot quite 
acquit you there. As for -what you say about innopence 
and inexperience^ and all that, it is nonsense ; I cahH be- 
lieve a word of-it ! Nd young- fellow of your age can con- 
vince' me > that hi^did not know when he was going too 
great lengths with a pretty girl^ — no, no, there yoy were cer- 
tainly to blame ; for though a soldier like me may think some- 
what Rightly of women, I hate a tr^tor — a cold-blooded 
seducer. ;-r^but I don't believe you were one. I think, on 
the contrary, your blood was^ too hot ; ypu forgot what you 

* Seyeds arc the deseendatits of the Prophet Mahomet, amd therefore 
are CODsidered as partaking of his sanctilj. 



BliQAiid Wd remembf^eil; yoii play«d the fool^ aad there ie 
en ead ofJt. Biit yopr pretty feQow of & uiiMrter, Qioer 
Khan — ^why di(f he^not give you the. giii ?— that is what be 
i^ould have do&e< had l^e meant to b8 thoi^t gfenerovia-^ 
secured her a good hudband, and himself a hrave soil* 
But never roiled, 'tie better as h is ; ymi Ace out of has ' 
clutehes, and ;aH'may he well. I hope he ia> not brute 
enough to hurt the poor little gti3; an^ I'll tell you what 
weUl do^Jsmaehr-'AB &0(Hi aa^ aiairs of Koordistan are 
isettled^ and Mushed our own, we^ll get a chosen set of 
^eU-ttiounted lads, togeth^^ add make a daih, and earry 
off your fiftistre^s; for you, by force of arms." - 
Thuff wooid Ibt^him tiiikiand.lM^ile the^way wiU^JiiB 

fy cpnirersationf-while I-fredy told bim all my iidv^ufeB. 
felt my admiri^h for his blunt^'.wiii^m-hearted gallantry 
hourfy inorea^ ; .utd he, on his part, seemed no less pleased 
with me. 

We ' continued for seme time' longer, riding jifver a track 
once fertile, and wellreultivated, but now returned to its 
original desolation. > The wild pomegfasate,'«he thorn, and 
the tlnstle, grew high in the fields, and: overran the wallis 
that forai.erly eticlosed tbem« - At lepgth we reached an 
open space, occupied by the ruins of a large walled village, 
among which- a square buildhig, with, -walls ^f greater 
hei^t, an4 t<>wers at each. corner,- rose par^icplaily con- 
spicuous.: • - ^ - . • V- r* . - 

As we {4>proached thisi[^ace^ I felt iny heart stirred within 
me, and my whole frame agitated with a .secret and^n- 
desenbaUe mnotsoo ; i^isions of past events seeMId hover- 
ing dimiy in my memory*, iiutiby sensations were' too m- 
<H^nct and too c6nfQsed te> foe iatelligM>1e to myself. At 
Istst, a vague idea shot through my brain, and thrilled like a 
fiery arrow in 'my heart '»*-^with burning cheeks and< eager 
eyes I l(3oked towardrmy companiouyand saw his own bent 
keenly upon me.. * 7 . •.^^ "^ ' 

^^Knowest thqu this spot, young main ?'! said he, afler a 

pause I ^^ if thy memory doed npt serve thee, cannot thy 

heart tell thee what walls are these ?^**^ gasped foi^ breath, 

but could not speak^^-^^Yes^ Istnaet," continued he, 

^vthese are the ruined ^nralls of thy father's hous6 ',^there 

passed the first dayi^ of thy childhood |-^within that broken 

10 

1<W 
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^Urnet thy iyea first saw .the light l-^But its courtsMU'enow 
strewed with the upbimed dust of thy •kindred, and the 
•Ibxes and wolves of the Desert rear their yoanjg'' amoiig its 
roofless obaniil^ers. Th^se are the acts' of that tribe to 
which tboq hasTso long been in bondage — such is the debt 
.of blood, which cries oiit for thy vengeance!" -- v 

I cheeked jny horse to gaze on the sceaoof my infant 
^e'ars^and my cooipanion seemed willing to indulge me. — 
Is it indeedrtrue, as some sages haye taught, that man's good 
angel bpvers over the place of his birth, and dwc^ with 
peculiar fondness on the innocent days of his childhood ? 
and that in ^ller. years of, sorrow and of crime she poiirs 
the recollection of those pure and peaceful days like balm 
over the heart, to soften ancl improve it by their influence ? 
Hpw^could it be, withoqt some agency like this, that gazing 
thus unexpectedly on the desolate home <^ my;fathers,tbe 
violent passions, the bustle, and the mbery of later years, 
Tanished from my mind like, a dream ; and the scen^and 
^elings-of my childhood Came fresh as yesterday to my re- 
membrance ? I heard the joyous clamour of my little bro-- 
t]x^TS and sisters^ our gamQ$, our quarrels, and our recon- 
ciliations were once mo'r^ present to me ; -the grave smile 
of my father, the kind but^emal gabble of my good old 
nurse, aikd, ^oveall, the mil^ sweet. voice of my beloved 
mother, as ^le adjusted^our iitUe .'deputes or soothed our 
childish sorrows — all rushed upon my mindvaod for a while 
quite Pverpow^ed me :— I covered my face with my bands, 
and wept in silence, - -^ - 

-An emotion of deep. indignation sprang up in m;^ miiul 
as I contemplated the devastation around me, and reman- 
bered the treacherous and bloody acts that had been per- 
petrated here upon my kii^dred* J would at that moment 
have braved any danger for the chance of wreaking ven- 
geance on their murderers: But deep as this hostile feeling 
entered into xnj breast, it never once extended itself to 
those who had been the protectors ojf my helpless child- 
hood : tue family of Omer Khan could, never be less than 
kindred to me. Whatever had been the crimes of its chief, 
had he not saved my life ? — ^had I not been to him almost 
as a son f-^ahd Selun, was he not indeed my brother ? did 
I«not owe bim'more than life ? was not his true and noble 
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ffiendaliip beyidiiid aU ties pf blood ? Shireen too 1 — but 
of ber I did not dare >o think. ' ^ ., 

A awoke from the reverie Coring v/bich these thoirghts 
had rapidly parsed tln-ough n^ brain, aod turhingsuddenly 
to Ibrahim Jthap^ whasat JpQking. oi» me wfth deep atten- 
tioBi: "Oh, Ibrahim," ori^ I, '> my family shall indeed 
find an avenger ; the debt of blood ih'all be paid, if^ AUah 
grapt me. the power to «xact 4t I but the debt of salt* is 
not less sacred— I cannot be ungratefulv I dare not imbroe 
my hands in the blood of those who cherished me when. I 
was helpless-^whose bread tate— r^viho lov^d me like a son. 
Nor wduld4he father-, whose 4eath I mourn, and would re- 
venge* at the hazard jo£ my life, acknc^vledge the son who 
cbiild actsoliasely.-^ • . j ^' 

'" My young-friend," isaidlbtahim, in a tone that betrayi^d' 
how much . he w;as affected*,-" set thy heart at i:est. The 
debt of salt is saor«d indeed'-^accursed be he who would 
violate the laiys of hospitality^ an4 ^gratitude ! Ibtahim 
would never nrge thee t^ do so; May Allah grant tliat thy 
,j>rincipi^s b^ dtrengthened, aiJd that thy actions ti«ver 
swerve from their di^ti^ttes, or l^iie forced to oppose them I 
But we linger here tod long ^ this is - neither ^^ime nor a 
place far delay ; eVery ruin and ravine withfin thy s^ht-may 
teem wiib enemiies :— -4et us haste to gain the denle, and get 
clear of its intricacies ere darkne^ be added to its dangers." 
; Sojsaying, we resumed our way, which led us close un- 
der the waMs of. the village^ and tb^n wound among a col- 
lection of ^majl hollows,- formed in the deep soil by the 
torrents of winter forcing their> way to the river. These, 
ravines we^ scantily, eovdred with thick shrubby bushes 
and. stunted trees, which afiTorded excellent cover for an 
ambuscade. ^ -^ , 

The saspiciOus character of tlii» ground, induced us to 

* -Or of gratitude — that whiclT is due tar those who .have ghen one' 
salt-jthat is, the means of IWiBg, ^inam^-^hanmi, and. Mmmuk'fnUcdl 
-^^tUful, or linfaith&il to one's salt^ are/pbrases used expressively, as 
grafefui or ungratehil. It is likewise well known that the. cipcumst(tnce 
of having tasted salt or food iifany dweQing^ bec<nnes a pledge of tinion 
and sa&tj between the host and guesi, which is sfiiApm viclsted even 
amopg the worst banditti — for hospi^ty is a virtue of the ftrst considcp- 
fltion in the £itst, from the earliest ages. 
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Uif e our horses on as T)ei{»idly aa^ eoirl4 witb cdnVepfenee 
and safety ; for the path, which was narrow aiid ^ny^ 
woond and twisted around the iVe^Qetit juttieg poibts, in a 
manner which miglit iiave baffled therec€4lcfetioli'of a leiss 
practised guide-} ahdwe were proceeding ia^ltnce and 
not withtfiit anxiety along a de6p and hollpw way; when 
suddenly Ibrahhn Kh^i^V ^^^ ^^^ '^ front,- checking Kls 
hprse a idomeot to alllbw me-io' elose/up^^ witb4iim, cr»ii 
out ih a4ow Earnest toii^^ ^ Quick ! qi^ck ! follow nie aV 
speed, theih^ is danger near'nst" and^spurmg-htsJior^r 
he dashed foeward at fuU gallop over height and bcdlow^ 
without stopping a ihoment,^b^t. turning ^ev^ rrow /and 
then to see if I was at his heels. ^ In this way we' hurried 
forward for several minutes, at the fisH of ourri^elis, his 
steed appearing to take care oTifpelf) while hei^iuislung¥is 
inaibhrock,: ^truci^ a light with hrs^ flint and st»el, aD4 .ex^ 
amined Jhe powder in the pan f.r^^eil he disengaged his 
pistols frort) fthe bolsters, ai)d felt that his jsvroFd was ready 
to hik'^andf and all this was done with as touch coolness- 
and precision as If he had been at exercise lijpoh. the men- 
daiin.^ ' - - ' * • 

•VWe are beset," snid be ; ^Vi saw the point.of i^ spear 
and a fer cat)Hsing over a bush in yon irayine^ aud we shall 
be iranaedia^dypursokl, for tji^er^ cannot b^^ ^4k>ubt that 
they are epfsmies ; but if we can'cross tbis^plaih, and gain^ 
the defile be^birid, where only two can ride abreast, we may 
dp well, enough jejk :*— string thyr B<5^— get thy arrows 
ready, and prepare to fight for Jife'and d^am ^— jiow is Sn 
opportunity to try thy Bftettle.^" LwasTeftdy i» a mfoifnen^ 
and agaip. received the. prdises of Ibrahiiti fbr my exper^4 
ness. ^^ Thou art a. 'eboii^e .hand indeed, yotith,''^ *said he^ > 
^^ I have gr^t confidence in. thee: by the mercy of Allah, 
we shaH baffle the rascals yet. ^' • • . 

By this tinie' weJuid got clear of the ravines, and were 
bounding over the plain lAore ^t our ease. It was some 
siix or teven thiles in bteadtb^ and thinly sprinkled with wild^ 
pomegranates and thorns, but afforded free enough scope 
for bur horses, and t<^lerable footing. We had not, how- 
ever, ridden half a im^ wlieh a low thundering noise in 

* Parade,*— exctdsing ground.' * 
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our f €isr told '^ ^hai oRr porsuets were «q ^Qr traces ; and 
tbej dipon < app^i^red emermig from, tbre ravioea we had 
quitted, tathaimmber of fifteen or twenty li&rstoien, whoise 
great ftur cap9 and long speara- proclaimed at once what 
they wece^ -^\ Stakhferidlah !"^ ci^ed Ibrahim^ ^ there's 
enough- of theiQ>, to be sure ! Oh for five or six of niy. 
brava- Ruz2iiba8hes, with their- matchlocks and keen scy- 
metars, and not one step fartheV would Ibrabiip % I But 
now fly we;iriU8t, and that, tn earnest. ';Come, come, pot 
your horse bn^hia mettle ;, I know nikie wilUerve me : let 
us we who wins the^-raee^ by the swordcof AUed, the 
stake is a sharp one P'. ' ', >/ 

. On . we swept with redoubled spe^d : -^our horses' seemed 
io know hoW/fiHich need there wfs fot* their exertions, and 
devoured the ground. The distance between iis and our 
foses visibly increased,. and they 'became scattered- by the 
nequal speed of their own horses-^the plain seemed to 
y backward, and th6 opposite hills ,to Ijppfoach fast. 
Barikillahl"t cried Ibrahjin IChai^ ^Vtbts is excellent, 
but it cannot last ^-^We roust net Jcill our hbraes ! I^et.us 
try^'what th&jeadiers of these felloWs are made of*— let us 
see what they will -say to a matchlock ball!'\ Three of 
tfie party had kept pretty well up at] . alongv <^nd .were not 
muc4r more than half^armile behind us; two. or three 
others' were spurring on atT|iriolis distapces, within a mile 
in their rear ; and last of all came onthe^nain body, keep- 
ing more together. - , 

*^ PuU up by degrees,'^ cried Ibrahkn, ^^ until these three 
fellows approach ; it will breathe* our >horseSf at all events ; 
and if we are lucky in our aim, we* may<di^Ose of some 
of them, and check the i^cst for a while." I did as he 
proposed : — the three'first horsemen^ supposing our beasts 
blown, came thundering on abreas^,. with their spears iii 
rest, protending far over their saddle-l>ows. • Already were 
they within thirty yards, standing on iheir stirrups, and 
ready to bear us down, when IbrabiiUi turoiog round pn 
his saddle, without checking his horse, gave his fire ;; and 
I a^t the saikie moment discharged an arrow at the gi^p. 

* " May God avert if 1" an expression of eoncem and astonishmeni^ 
Hkethe English ** Zounds !*' In very common use. 
t WeHdoiie! 

12* 
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Whether the hail iock place on man or- horse whoever 
knew, but there was a sudden doOd of dint, and we saw 
the middle borsetnan rollhig with his steed sevBral times 
over on the ground, from whence he never rose again ; — 
the -bthersv checking their horses- in full career^ wheeled 
off a few paces to enther side, and halted. J saw my arrow 
sticking in. the shoulder of the right*hand horse. Away 
we rode once more like the wind ; Ibrahim charging his 
matchlock as he went, ahd- 1 fitting another arrow to the 
string ;*^and Ate quickly regained our vantage of distance. 

The next two hor^men now canie np with their com> 
panions, and the pursuit/Was renewed, while we strained 
every nerve to /^^iii the jaws of the defile, which, i^ow 
hardly a inile in front, opened^ b^Ween* two rocky bills, 
sprinkled with underwood.r—^^ We might gain the pass,'' 
said Ibrahim anxiously, ^^ bjut ourholTses can ^ever keepi.iip 
at this violent rate^ and tbe pathway before lis is ierr3>ly 
rough. See you yon ruined watch-tower op the height Z — 
it is our only chance« It may stand our friend against 
these desperaCe odds— push on', and gain the tower, Ismael 
—up that rocky path to .the right. I will protect the rear 
until you are ready to command the entrance from it» top ; 
. — we shaJl at least sell our lives dearly." - ' 

There was no time fbr farther woras : on we swept like 
the whirlwind ; our borlKfi panting with their exertions, 
and two of the enemy now gaining upon us. -^I reached 
and sprang up the path without accident, although the 
huge fragment!? of rock in my way might have bafiled a 
fresher horse. I fbund that the lower stood within a small 
walled enclosure, still in tolerable preservation ; but the 
gate having been long ago destroyed, the gateway was 
open to all, and admitted my horse without difficulty. The 
tower which stood in the wall overhanging the defile, had 
its entrance also by a gateway ; but this had been partly 
built up b^ some banditti, who formerly fi^uented the 
place ; and it was wi^h difficulty that it admitted a horse 
without its rider. I sprang from mine, and dragging him 
inside, rushed up-stairsto the summit with my bow, ready 
to defend the entrance, Ibrahim .Khan, whose horse had 
stumbled from fatigue, was but just entering the 6uter 
enclosure, while \he exertion necessary to recover the ani- 



mal'g footUig had deprived;feim for the time of the use •f 
his m&fchlock I at thfer momeBt the $>reaiost ToorkoiDsn 
iras close behind with his spear. ' The moment I saw how 
matters were situated, I took a deliberate aim with my ar- 
row ; and just as the fellow was rising' to nmke ins tbrasivhe 
r^eired it up to thej^atherin bis.heart. Utteriiag a loud 
yell, he fell backwards, checking his horse cfOTudely that it 
also re^ed and feii^bk>cking up the paiii so ^effectually, 
that had his companions* been dose atbis.fieels, they could 
not have adtancedva step. • ^ 

.. Ibrahim, 'meantimev had entered and got his bo^se under 
cover ; thisn, calling ifte to assist him, we bastHjr rolled 
some lutrge stones-to the ei^ranee, so as. to impede the ene- 
iDy'&( progress. ' This-Was soon dcme, for the stones formerly 
usedstHt lay there«- We. then hurried above, to defend our 
castle*. . 

It was full tlm^ ; for how the whole party of borsemen, 
sixteen in number, had come up or were close at hand i and 
three or four were enterir^g the outer gateway together. 
Scarcely had (be first got jb^ond the threshold when the 
report of Ibrahim!s^ matchlock was beard,^and the Toorko- 
man drdpping the reins, rolled en the ground-; the ball had 
passed through his body* Nor was I kfss fortunate in my 
aim : as the horse of the sec6nd, terrified at the noise and 
fire of the matchlock, reared and turned short round, my 
arrow struck the rider behind the ear : he fell imniediately ; 
and as his foot still stuck in the stirrup, his terrified horsfe 
dragged him at speed down the steep, scattering in confu- 
fiion the re^t, who were.allbusily ascending. 

The sudden fate 6f these meti checked, the fury of their 
comrades^ onset. Not possessed of any fire-arms them- 
selves, they dreaded the effect of these weapons so much, 
that no one cared to expose bis person ; while Ibrahim, 
unwilling to expend bis ammunition, would not fire again 
until certain of doings execution : my arrows too were pre- 
cious, Tor of them no supply was -to be had. Thus there 
was a cessation of hostilities on either side, the enemy 
having collected under shelter of the wall, and we retnain- 
ing on-the watch to shoot the first who might make his ap- 
pearance. 

This pause was of no long- duration ; we^ soon became 
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sensible that the enemjr had cle^patchectone or 4^ of their 
number round thd walls, to see if entry might be obtained 
hy some other^passage lesh exposed than the gateway. .The 
first unfortunate* spy, however, Jiad> no sooner' tifinrned^ the 
corner, than he beoame exposed tx^ our shot, apd Ibrahim's 
maichlocK sept him.s(^ely wounded l)ack to^ his coqi- 
panioiik;\ - / ' ' ,^. . . 

The enemy hikd now lost four of their par^,^ and the ma- 
jority of ibB, res^.in all probability,' would;, wiUiagly have 
given up a contest' agamst' men so d^^iefate, ip which, at 
best, so « little^was xto be . gained. ^ But there were ^among 
them some:x>f a more determiiied spirit, wIki urged on the. 
resjt to teveng^ their faUen coQipapious,^and exerted^hem- 
si^Iv^ successfully to inspire them, with confidence. On 
hearing the report of Jbrahim^s inatohlock, they t^(Hiceived 
that he( must now Be unarmed, and they resolved to miike 
'a desperate and simultaneous attack. upon our barricadoes. 
At once the whole party rush^ to the outer.gateway,.soma 
oii horseback,- $ome on root ; and reg;ard1e8S of my i^rrows, 
which fle^ not without effect, the . principal^ body pressed 
forward to the entrance^df the tower, whilesome returned my 
discharge of arrows Trom their own bows^ "Below! be- 
low :" cried Ibrahim, " we must defend the entrance to 
thfe last ; we must not fosie out horses : fdlow me quickly," 
and he jrushed down to the gateway of the.towei^^ the bar- 
ricadoes of which theToorlromans had already commenced 
pulling down. ' ^ ' 

My spear now pierced. one of the foremost, while Ibra- 
him blew out the brains of another on the spot With his 
pistol : " Allah il Allah P' cried th6y, as they gave back 
for a moment at this unexpectedassault ; " they have more 
guns V- But their rage and determination was now at its . 
height { they returned to the charge^ while ^e, on our part, 
dealt them ghastly wounds with our spears and swords. 
But stone ailer stone was now falling, and the large breaches 
gav6 entrance to their spears, which not only prevented oar 
opposing them so effectually, but slightly wounded lis both. 
We were about to abandon our horses, and to retreat to 
the platform abey^ there tp sell ouf lives as dearly as possi- 
ble, whcfn a confused noise without struck our ears, and 
caused a momentary pause in the effprts of pur antagonists. 



Tbe sound tame nearer and nearer ,^ andwo^ like the 
trapip of borse^ " We. are gone," crie^ ^Ibr^nl ; ^^ it is 
a Sfre^h party' of Toor^omaosrr^et 03 ^Qend' and .die hard 
there !! - At this moment we heard a hurridi i mingled wit^ 
^^KQzzilbasbr^|$Luzzilha8b!"'ahd accompanied withiseye- 
ral shots and loiid crie& ; 'i^Uah bu*4W)ef I'-'^f cried 
Iftf^him, ^^ they are i6yKQZzi]ba£ibeSrP--W0'aj:e8afe^ praise 
be to Allah and - the. Prdpbet !— «-Hpv my ^ood ' ^stee'd !' - as 
the horses neighed loud' at the npise of: ]%» tumult,- ^^-we 
shall now face the' viUaht« on equal terina). nor need toffy 
.again:" Up be bounded to ^he pJat:fQrm op tjie. summit, 
AvbiPther I, quickly follQwed him,; «nd^from thence, indeed, 
we saw, an animating scence* . There were theie^t^main- 
ing Todrkomftps flying like chaff before. ;ihe' wind, before a 
pfirty.of for^x>r fifly.Kuss?»i)>a^UbQt«ehien, folly equipped, 
Virhose maiohlo^ks every j3ow ftnd jthen rang upon tbe ear, 
and |i horse ^f the fliers >%» seen to fall, or a. Air cap to 
roil doBg:the ground. . j^fearer^at hsnd^ fiileea«>r twenty 
more of odr ile^verers, haWng put most of the dismounted 
Toorkomans to deftth, stroiFe whp sboqld entei; first andre^ 
leas§ those who had been so sorely beleaguered. An offi- 
cer in. rieh apparel, who had just dismounted from -a oob]6 
liprse^^all foa^ming with the speed he. bad ma^, noW entered 
the court, and, followed byseveral. soldiers, approaphed the 
towLer^^ At the eiKtranc^ -he waa met by Ibrahim Khan^ 
covered with sweat and dust and blood. ^^ Whoart^thaa?^'' . 
cried the oCBcer. ^^ Hussun Allee Peg," ^claimed Ibra- 
him Klian in reply ^ *^ is it thou *l Welcome, by the hand oi' 
my brother! welcome, in any 8eason,4o: the soul of Ibra- 
]nm ! . but doubly so,' when, like the. wa^ervof fife. to a dying , 
man, thou cbhiest so oppor^nely in ^e.time'^or need." 

^^ Ibrahim Kban! Zobiri^-u-dbwlut t"t exclaimed the 
officer, starting back with sjirprise, and liQwing low tp the 
ground with respect. ^^ Ibrahim Khais alone, and in ^his . 
conditio^ ! let his slave find pardon from m^ lord-^he would 
humbly ask l-~-he wants words to express hifnself 1 — be is 

* God is great. 

f Supporter of the State, the name given to Ibrahim, the brother of 
Nader, in all Persian works which treat of this period. All great men 
bear titular denominations of a likp description, by tvliich tb.ey arc fuJJy 
bctt<?r known than by their proper names, 
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full of amazement r *— " Nay, Hiissan Aflee Beg, no need of 
so much ceremony now ; let me embrace thee, ibrtfaoiiartmy 
deliverer and veil deservest it — and let me present to fhee 
my young companion and assistant,- wbp^ I declare to thee, 
has seconded my efibrts, on this occasion, like a very Rus- 
tum.'*— ^^ Mash-AUahl'^^Jsmael, but thou hast made a 
proaporoua oommencement of tby tsareer vitji us : we had 
a tough bi]isine8a,of it With these rascals ;V^biit thjNirrows 
were keen and well planted,^ — ^by the holy Caaba, hadst thou 
UOt shot steadily and true, that fellow's spear would have 
done me harm when my horse stumbled yonder. Poor 
Rouahuo ! he has had hard work for these Vmany days past, 
and 1 must bestow myself upon one of these rascally Toof- 
komans* horses that you have taken, -to ea^e him for the^ 
rest of the journe^. Why, Hussiin Allee« I wish yeu could 
have been by, even without these fellows of yours, to have 
seen how Ismael «nd I worked y6n Hying scou^reb, with 
all their odds of strength ;— i^dt but that they are brave 
enough tooi and no doubt they would have done ouf busi- 
ness had you not made your appearance so opportunely." 
^ While Ibrahim^ Khan talked thus in -the fulness, of Ma 
heart, we had all got into the court-yard, and the soldiers 
Iiad gathered around him anxious to know- whether he had 
received^ any hurls, and- how < he came to be in such, 
peril ; for the frank and kindly jdisposition of Ibrahim had 
made him an universal, favourite amoug them. He met 
their zealous affection vvith his customary- warmths of feel- 
ing; end had a kind^word or a good-humoured nod. gf 
recognition for Everyone around him. "What! Maho-. 
med^llee, my old friend, art thou here ?^— and you too^ 
Hoossain Jelowdar? Vou ,would not stay behind, I warrant, 
when there^ifl "a ^han^e 6f getting hold of a Toork'oman 
borse. Hiih, Meer Goonah, art thou sufficiently recoven^d 
lo measure lances withAthese dogs of Soonnie robbers ? I 
know thou wpuldst not let'tby old master have his throat 
cut, without risking thine to save his — butlnsh-allahlt Ibra- 
him was not born to be meat for such curs : may their 
fathers be burned ! — and thou shalt see me life to make 
them yelp yet again, please God ! Come, who has a cal- 

♦ Praised be God ! f Please God I 
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teeooA* for me ? We both of us ne^d it, for tli^ rogues did 
not give us much time to refresh x>ur8elyes.. Gomerand 
while the men are re-assembting, Irwill tellyoi^ all that has 
be&Ben me since I quitted tlie camp at Goonahbad.V 

Ibrahim Khan then in a few word^ related all that I have 
already detidled,— ^is progress through the .border dis- 
tricts, his harrow escape frpm^Cbe birooni hprsemen, and 
finally his aeeidishtal meeting with me, and our perilous 
adventures up to- the moment wfaeii we were rescued by 
the; arrurAl of our friends. During this recital, the at- 
tention of both. officers and men was trequently directed 
to me; and among the exdamations' of surprise and of 
applause, which the detail produced from bur auditors^ I 
wais confused and distressed by the share bestowed on me, 
even while it flattered my iitanity. -The plain character of 
Qur:Toorkonlan<^conver9ation was. Ho different from the 
more inflated lUid highly-colouretd language of my new 
Persian fi:iend9,"that I scarady knew how to believe them 
sincere. Certainly, among all thp compliments I jecei- 
yed^ ndne was so grateful, or so touching, to me, as the 
blunt, but honest^ approbation of ^Ibrahim Khan himself, 
and th^ simple pbservation of an elderly man among^ the 
soldiers, who appec^red to 'be a persdnal attendant upon 
their xhief.^ " Happy," excMmed he, ^* is the mother that 
bore thee, and the father who trained thee to be so 
skilfiil and brave ^ That which thou hast done thrs day is 
worth tho whole liietime of : thousands ; and many are. the 
Veterans who wotild give all their fam€r to have fought ^s 
t&ou hast done. for Ibr'abtm Khan. Keerkloo ! . 

'* What ! old Cossim Allee, art thoo alsd hefe ?" cried 
Ibrahim, on hearing' the old man's voice: ^i saw thee 
not. before r wefoome, my trusty ol^J soldier ! - And thou 
art right as^to the youth, though iittle has he known of a 
father or a mother's :<;are. When thoashalt hear to whom 
he owes his birth, thy heart wilt swell with pride to think 
that he has merited thy honest .praise. Know; that his' 
father wa& Moorteza Khan Karabulaghee, and thy old 
master ; and see in him the sole surviver of his family, 
who has but now eflSscted his esc^e from these accursed 
Tekeh robbers." < 
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• Cossim Allee turned round, looked full aiid earnestly in 
my iac<$ ibr« vrhile^^^KhodahKereem!^'* at lastexciami^ 
ed be, castiag up his eyes and faandff to Heaven ; **> I thank 
Ihees ipereifpl AUah^' that I have been permitted 1;o 'see this 
ddiy." And the old inan,v Ailing at my feet, ku»ed 
them, and rub^d h& ^ard in tfae^i^ryduist before me. 
Much distressed, and grsAtly moved, I sfrovd to raise hini, 
but he resisted longs and retnamed pyeroome with his 
emotion, ^hile the' crowd arbund lookt^id on withsQent 
interpst, and the rugged faeeof Ibrahinf showed strong 
signs of syti[ipatl]yi At last the old man rose, «^d regard* 
ing me wistfully again witb.stresmhig eyes^ while he ^«sp- 
ed hard the hand I had given him,^' Yes,"^ at length he 
cried, ^* I can see k how,-^is father,?8 fkce is there-; but 
far, far younger and fairer.' Ai, Khanl can this be all 
that is lefl of that nobld b6us^, ^nd gallant tribe ! , and do 
I live to see that it is..So I''.-^-**^ G^e* my good Gossim 
Allee," interrupteci the IChan, ^^|hese old tales must be 
forgotten : you inost lodk for better days. • Ismael is now 
returned and ^ay light the lamp of fais^ lather's tomb, and 
revive l^e lost name bf his ^mily< ^ He is going to tny 
brother's c^mp^ ii^here he .cannot ^ilto prosper ; andthbu 
sbait follow his fortunes^,', as thou didi^ those of his father. 
The day will jsdrely cbme, when he will collect the remnant 
of his tribe, avenge the slaughter of his house, and raise 

its name higher than ever.^' /♦'Insh-allah, Insh^illaht^t 
responded Oossim Allee: ^>sO may it prove I and praise 
be to God, who h^s preserved this young iibn of a noble 
breed !" So saying, he fell respiect^ly back among those 
arbundus. ' • ,v - - ' 

I now learned that Oossim Allee had beeiiK a favourite 
jelowdar]: of my father's, who, being accidentally' absent 
when the village wa^ destroyed, had escaped the catastrophe 
it experienced. After ^several turns of fortune; he had en» 
listed in the service 6f Nader Koolee Beg, when bis good 
c^onduct had ^ained> him the protection of IbriUiim Beg, 
and the command of ten men^ 

* God is mercidd I f Please Qod I^ please God. 

X Head groom, A'om Jdow, a rein, because th^ are toi^osed to ride at 
the bridle-rein of their master, ready for any scrrice. 
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It is needless to say how delighted i wa'^, thus at every 
step, to find a friend ; and how willingly I received the 
assurances of Gossioi Allee, that be would never leave me. 



CHAPTER XViL 

NADEB. 

^^ AiVD DOW," said Ibrahim Khan^ ^^ tell me, Hussun 
AUee Beg, how it*chaneed that you came so opportunely 
to this place ; and what are the news from my brother's 
eatnp atGoonahbftd.'- 

- '^ Thy slave," replied Hussun AUee, " would humbly re- 
present, in obedience to Zobire-u-dowlut,* that the light 
of the nation and [Hilar of the state was in full enjoyment 
of health and prosperity, when bis servant turned his foot- 
stepB from the fortunate camp^ wliich, however, is no long- 
er at Goonahbad, but has been removed to the neighbour- 
hood of Deregus. The troqss of the state have succeeded 
in discomfiting the rebellibtts khans of the Shadloo tribe, 
about Sheerwan, many of their adherisnts having drunk 
Ihe bitter potion of death for their crimes, and Lootf AUee 
Khan having been taken prisoner with several of his prin- 
cipal foUowors. But while these fortunate events. were 
blessing the august arm? cif his highness, evil tidings arri- 
ved from the northern districts bordering upon the Desert. 
It is said tbat the tribes of Merve, and others frofn the Kip- 
chauk I>esert, have been summoned to assist the rebels of 
Diroom and Nissa ; and that the whole Attockt swarms 
with tlieir marauding parties. These rumours had gained 
^rength ever since Zdiire-u^dowkit left the august camp, 
and were confirmed by nrnny fugitives from the ravaged 
districts, who came to the presence with complaints and 
prayers for protection. The indignation of his highness 
was- excited by these insulting aggressions, and he determi- 
ned to move with bis victorious troops towards the point 
attacked. Accordingly the camp was moved to Chargadeb, 

* Support of the state— Tide page 137. 

t Or skirts of the bills— from a Turkish trord. 

13 
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where it 9till remains."—" Good, good, Hussun Alice V' 
interrupted Ibrahim ; ^^ no doubt my brother is at his post, 
watchful over the welfare of the state ; but it is of your* 
self I would hear — how came you to be cantering so 
merrily down this accursed pass ?" — ^^ Thy slave was about 
to observe," fej^ined Hussun Allee, ^^ that although the 
defence of the frontier occupied the attention of his high- 
ness, the critical situation of his noble brother filled his 
august mind with solicitude ; his highness remembered 
that the course of Zohire-ii-dowlut of necessity lay through 
the invaded districts ; and well knowing that the existence 
of danger would rather stimulate thee to .proceed, than 
induce thee to delay thy progress, .his anxiety became 
more violent than can be expressed. To add to the dis* 
tress, certain of thy messengers arrived. in the presence; 
conveying authentic information that plundering parties 
had already reached the frontiers. Upon this, bis highness 
gave instant orders that several parties of picked men 
should be despatclied with the speed of light to all the 
passes of the Attock, with instructions to descend by them 
to the skirts of the bills, and seek to gain intelligence of 
his august brother^s safety, or succour him in case.-of need. 
Thy slave received orders but last night from that sun of 
victory, to descend by the pass of Dereguz, and scour the 
country from the Mile-«-Toorpaun, to Koorkan Kallah ; 
when the star of his lucky destiny prevailed, and brought 
him to the feet of my lord, at the fortunate moment of his 
need." 

^'Itis weir, niy .friend," returned Ibrahim, ^^and my 
brother, as well as myself, shall thank thee for thy prompt 
and successful exertions. But it is time to think of pro- 
ceeding : We are strong enough to drive away such ma* 
rauders as these*; but who can tell what force may be 
within call, and may be collected by the few runaways who 
have escaped ? Besides, it is fit that my brother's anxiety 
should be relieved, and that he should be put in possession 
of all the intelligence I have collected on my journey ; 
therefore let the men be got ready to resume the march, 
and let two of the captured horses be prepared for Ismael 
and me, so that our own tired animals may proceed up the 
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pass with empty saddles.^' ^^^ Becbushm !''* returned 
Hussun Allee Beg, putting his hand to his eyes ; and in> 
«tantiy hurried to give the necessary orders. 

By this time the men had all . returned frotn piirsuit, 
bringing in some prisoners and horses, besides -those fi-ooi 
which *ttie party that attacked us had dismounted, and the 
most of which had: been secured. - The wounds of Tbrahim 
Khan and myself, which were of no serious description, 
were bound up*; -and mounting two of the best among the 
captured horses, we^eft the old watch toWfjr in. possession 
of the dead, and took the narrow path that led up the dehi- 
n6h,t or throat of the pass. 

The hills which formed this entrance, were rugged, rocky 
knolls, precipitous towards the dielU sind continuous with a 
series of rising grounds, that connected them with thejroots 
of the mountains. A small stream, at this time, nearly dry^' 
ran jdong the bottom in a confused bed of great rocky frag-^ 
ments ; ovdr these also the path pccdsionally led, but- it 
frequently rose sharply aver promontories of rock jutting 
out from thia mountain sides, where the- horses had difficulty 
enoiigh to make their way. 

After pursuing this path for a fbw miles, we clambered 
up t^e left side of the hill, and crossmg a narrow neck, 
among trees of moderate size, we descended again into a 
larger dell, from which 4he mountains' rose in more impor- 
tant masses, and displayed precipices of very jmposing 
height on either hand. , , 

This scenery, so new to me, attracted my attention pow- 
erfully ; vand the impressions it made, fixed themselves 
deeply in my memory. The forests which clothed the 
sidea of the fAountains, interspersed with huge grey crags, 
that threatened to crush the traveller as he passed, and had 
already sent innumerable fragments into the chasm at their 
feet ; the roar of the stream twisting among them in a line 
of foam ; and the wild confusion of rock, stumps of trees, 
and fohage immediately around^ our path, was enough to 

* " By my eyea !" or ** Be it on nay eyes I" a phrase indiiating 
the deep devotion of a seirant to a master, his acquiescence in his wOI, 
and absolute obedience to his orders — constantly in the mouths of Persian 
^rvants. 

t Literally " mouth/' often applied to the entrance Qf a pass. 
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confound the senses' of one^ who till then had only been oc^ 
customed tp the monotonous sands and barren wastes of the 
Desert* or to the smooth green meadows, and stagnant 
though welcome waters, near which he had passed so much 
oChis life. '.But the dangers of t^ path soon required all 
our attention,- for ther^ are few passes more intricate and 
difficult than the Koothul-e-Khodaufereen,^ which leads 
into that of Dereguz. 

In soo^e places the preciprices on either side approached 
90 close iogether as to leave barel> room fur the water ta 
pass, and then^we had to ciimb by a- succession oi' steps 
worn in the rock, or among great masses of its ruins ; in 
others,, the intricacies of the path were increased by the 
torrents wbich^ taking new directrons every wmter, as the 
snow lies deepest, tear. down and furrow the mountains^ 
carrying the wreck of trees and rocks along with them: la 
one place the difficulty was so great thai- we wereibr^^ed to 
dismount, and give assistance to several of the horses, which 
were least accustomed to this kind of travelling ; nor was 
it without much toil that at length we won our way to a 
more open space, high on the . mountain, where a small 
green meadow, surrounded by rocks and more scanty wood* 
invited ns to repose^a.whtle. .Indeed, night had for some 
time fallen around us, so that to proceed farther would have 
been highly dangerous, if not impossible, and Ibrahim save 
orders for the party to halt. ^^ We have happily passed the 
Koothul-e-Khodaufereen,'^ said he, ^ and the difficulty of 
the pass is over ; . nor can we be surprised in this place by 
any. enemy from below. Place two sentinels, Hussun Al- 
ice Beg, on the top of the Tungeh,t and another in advance 
at tjie corner of yonder i;ock ;—^let the horses be tucned 
loose to feed in this m,ead6w, under charge oS two trusty 
men ; the rest may all repose themselves until to-morrow's 
dawn." 

No time was lost in taking advantage of this permission ; 
every man dismounted in a mpment^^the horses were re- 
lieved of their saddles and bridles, and the numuds which 
ibrmed the saddle-cloths, being unlblded and spread over 

* Koothul it a Bteep mountain pass. 

t Tungeh, Ikeraliy ^' a strait," is applied to the narrowest and motft 
difficult part of a mountain pass^ . . 



tbeir backs were girthed around tbem. Bach man took hia 
saddle for a pillow^ and placed them in a circle, so as to 
leave an open space in the centre, wher6 the heavier arms 
and bur little bag^ge was d^^postted. It misrht have been 
hazardous to leave so many . horses at large together, had 
they been in their iisaal. vigour and spirits ; they would cer- 
tainty have fought, and probably one half would, have been 
lamed, but we knew that the e Sects of fatigue and hunger 
would keep them qdiet : their severe march up and down 
the Dehineh Dereguz,"* had sufficiently ^quelled their exu- 
berant lire, and afler a few screams^ hihneyings, knd a kick 
or two, they very industriously applied themselves to fill 
their bellies with the sweet grass of the meadow. 

Their masters did not neglect so sensible an example : 
a very compendious observance of the duties of evening 
prayer, was followed by a strict and curious search into 
every joal,t package and pocket of the party : nor were 
the stores produced to be despised. The fare, indeed was 
coarse^ but we had all fasted twelve hours, at least, in se*^ 
vere exercise op horseback, so that the absence of niceties 
was readily excused, and bread, cheese, garlic, parched 
peas and the tike, disappeared as fast as produced. The 
cravings of our stomachs bemg appeased, each man,sought 
out the warmest means of covering, in his power ; a huge 
fire was lighted in the middle of the circlq, both to keep us 
warm and to scare away wild beasts ; — and in a few min- 
utes all were fast asleep. 

The night passed without aUrm : — no sound was heard 
but the howling of wolves and of jackals, the voices of the 
sentinels^ or an occasional quarrel among the horses ; few, 
indeed, heard even these noises, so sound was their re- 
pose. 

At the first grey light of morning, however, Ibrahim 
Khan started up^ shook himself, ami rousing those near 
him, gave the signal for renewing our march. The night 
air in these elevated regions was very cold, and those who, 
like myself, ^ were slightly provided with clothes, rose be- 
numbed and stiff: the dew, which had fallen plentifully 
during the night, had wetted us through ; and the grass 
and bushes around w^re covered with a hoary veil. The 

* Pass of Dereguz. f Travelling bag. 

13* 
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ceremony of mornii^g prayers was gdt over as rapidly 93 
that of the preceding night ; — a few minutes' bustle pre- 
vailed, as each man caught and prepared his horse for the 
march ; — and in little 'mbre than ha)f an hour from the time' 
of our first awaking, ^the whole party was mounted and in 
route. I was happy to regain ihy own good horse, which^ 
renovated by a night's good feeding, and the cares of my 
friend Cossim Allee, .was now once more able to bear me 
as he was wont to do. 

After pas^ng the rock where our sentinel had been post- 
ed, we entered a narrow glen, and wound along the stream, 
which now and then received tributes from chasms on either 
^£^d. The quantity of wood diminished, and the hills 
abpve the immediate vicinity of the stream, were for the 
most part rocky, or covered with withered grassland small 
bushes ;—^where their summits could l)e seen they were 
bare, and streaked with scaurs of grey stones, 
y ..We kept alohg a very stony path, winding among such 
hills^and ascending gradually, but considerably, for about 
three'iiqurs ; .ii§hen, quitting the stream, now diminished t<> 
a mere rill,jvpje$urned sharp up a ravine, so steep and stony, 
that many fl^fHhie party chose rather to dismount than risk 
breaking' theif^oWn neck^, or their horses' wind, by remain- 
ing on their backs. >vBy this path we reached the top of the 
mountain, and after a steep descent of similar description^ 
found ourselves in a lon^^raasy valley, bounded by rocky 
and comparatively low hnK' 

The road being now^;jgood, we passed rapidly through 
this valley, and after descending a little longer among bare 
brown hills, we came in sight of the town of Dereguz, 
with its fort, lying in the plain to our left ; whjle rather 
farther distant, on the , right, appeared the white tents of 
Nader's encampmeitt, surrounded with clusters of the ka- 
raooees, or bhck tents, belonging to the tribes which fur- 
nished his army with many of its soldiers. 

At first, we were at too^reat a distance to be able t6 
distinguish minute objects ;^and as our road still wound 
among the hiUs, we soon lost sight of it. But as we drew 
near, and gained a more commanding height above it, the 
whole of its extent and de|4iki lay full in otir view ; and 
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then, kufeed, I feH toy whole soul ^bsorhed in the inte- 
rest they created^ -. , 

The troops at this time with Nader did not exceed four 
thoQsand men^ but the camp was swelled by the multitude 
of follower? and idle gazers, as well as those who resorted 
to it for protection, or on business with its chief; and all 
contributed to increase the bustle, ind Tender the spectacle 
more imposing to a raw yoUth like myself. 

^^ Well, Ismael! what think youof a Kuzzilbash Cariip V' 
said Ibrahim Beg: ''•is it equal to your expectations t 
What appearance Would it make, do you thfnk<, beside 
one of your aouls of the Desert — of some hundreds of 
your karaoOeea|?* How is it, compared with yoiir camp at 
the Chushmah Jemallee ? See, yonder are the tents of toy 
brother^ surrounded by- white screens ; and behind, and 
on either hand, are ranged those of his principal officers : 
— ^that to the right is mine, and yon large one with the blue 
border belongs Ui the brave and well-known Adinaverdee 
KbsLtt ; and there, in frr3nt of all, ffoat the standards which 
flash- confusion and defeat upon the foes of Persia !" 

I was too intent on gazing to return any answer ; erery 
energy of my mind was empk>yed in surveying and trying 
to comprehend the hitherto unimagined sights of grandeur 
and of interest, that now for the first time burst upon my 
senses. Around the quarters of .the general stretched 
lines and clusters of tents, all white and dazzling in the 
sunshine, in numbers exceeding any thing i could have 
coiK^eived. In several open spaces, double rows of hor- 
ses might be seen, picketed, and attended by their grooms.; 
in other parts, rows of tents, forming a street crowded 
with people, indicated the well-supplied bazaars ; multi- 
tudes of black tents, differing entirely in form, and appear- 
ance from those I had been accustomed to see, covered 
the plain for miles around the camp, swelling its dimen- 
sions to a vast extent ; — yet in the great and open plain on 
which it was pitched, the whole occupied but a trifling 
space — like a city in the Desert. 

As we approached, the movement and* bustle in the 
camp increased : the drums were heard to beat, and the 

* Black tents of th& wandering tribes. 
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tents and buits poured out their, inmates, who moved with 
a uniform impulse, like streams of water, to the point 
where rose the tents and floated the standards of the chief. 
" What can be the matter ?" observed Ibrahim Khan to 
Hussun Allee Beg ; '^ the camp seems all iq a bustle ; and 
yet the sight^of this small band cannot surely have occa- 
sioned this movement? they, surety know your troops? 
they must see that .we are pot enemies ? Why the troops 
are forming under their different chiefs! Some depu- 
tation must . have reached the • camp ; it can be no bad 
iiew«, for -there is no appearance of striking the tents. 
Let us push forward^ and learn what is passing." 

We now all spurred our horses and^ hastened forward^ 
keeping together at least, if not in good order ; and we 
soon reached the precincts of the camp. Every thing 
here possessed a strong degree of interest for me, for all 
was new and strange ; the dresses of every one we met, 
so different from that of our Desert tribes ; the rich har- 
ness of the horses, which, picketed by the heads and heels, 
stood in rows, eating their chopped straw ; the piles of 
arms and accoutrements, all so gay and new to me ; the 
shops and bazaars established near the quarters of each 
chief, filled with provisions and goods displayed for show. 
Even the black tents, spread low and wide over the ground, 
like a dark spider's web, were quite different from any I 
had ever seen ; and their inhabitants, with their dark ruddy 
hue, long hooked noses, deep set black eyes, heavy eye- 
brows, and full bushy beards, were beings as opposite in 
appearance to the small-eyed, flat-nosed, high-cheeked, 
fair, beardless, Toorkomans, as if they had come from 
another world. The troops were composed of Koords 
from Dereguz and Khabooshan ; Affsbars* and Jalloyers,^ 
from Abiverd, Kelaat, and the districts around them ; 
Beiauts^ from Nishapore ; and some of the Arab and 
Turkish £eliats,t or wandering tribes, who feed their 

* All names of Voribus tribes. 

t Eels, or Eeliauts, are the wandering tribes of^Persia, who live con- 
stantly in tents^ hare no settied borne, and wander continually about in 
certain districts, to which they confine themselres, in search of pasture 
for their cattle and flocks, on the produce of which they subsist. — Sec 
Malcolm's History of Persia, and other works which treat of that coun- 
try, for an alkcount of these singular people. 




flodcsio the moulltaiiis of these places, and are io soflae de^ 
gree dependent on tbeir chieis. The diversity of manners aful 
costume among these various tribes gave an additional in- 
terest to the scene, which, on the whole, was of a charac- 
ter highly calculated to impress an utter stranger, like my- 
self, with astonishment and delight. 

As we passed along,, we leatned- that a. party of the 
troops had arrived, from t^e neighk^ourhood of ^heerwan, 
bringing along with them Lootf Allee Khan Shadloo, and 
some of his followers, with others of the rebels who had 
been taken in the late expedition; and that the General 
bad signified his intention of passing judgment on them 
this very morning. For this purpose, half the troops in 
eamp had been ordered .under arms, and Nader himself had 
already taken his seat in the tent of audience and of jus- 
tice. V _- 

When we reached the Maidaun,'^ a square space preserved 
wioccupied before the Generars tent, it was completely 
surrounded with a triple rank of soldiers, disposed in a 
square. Of thes^ only «. small part- were mourrted, but 
the whole v^ere armed ; the matchlock men with lighted 
matches, the archers with beot bows, and the rest with 
spears shouldered -and swordsdrawn. Ibrahim, with Hussun 
Allee Beg, followed . by myself and a few attendants, en- 
tered this formidable iirray, which opened readily to admit 
the General's brother ; and the chief Yessawul, or master 
of ceremonies, advancing to receive him, would have an- 
nounced his arrival to his Highness ; but Ibrahim, observ- 
ing that his brother was intently occupied, did not choose 
to interrupt him, and signified bis wish to remain unan- 
nounced until the business in hand should be concluded. 
I was not sorry at this arrangement, which gave me an 
opportunity of observing the person of the renowned chief, 
to whom I was about to be presented, before that some- 
what trying ceremony should take place. 

Having entered the outward square of troops, we came 
in view of the tent of audience;, but although the front 
was open in i^U its extent^ the crowd of peofile that were 
ranged before it intercepted all view of its interior. From 

* Exercising ground, or parade^ 
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each side, a row of guards, armed with scymetars and 
balUe-axes, extended fur aboQt forty yards in front, form- 
ing a broad lane to the tent. Within these, and elose to 
its front, on efither.hand, stood parties of the principal oi9i- 
cers on duty. ' . 

But two very different groups; in advance of these, 
speedily fixed, my attention. The one consisted of ten 
stout hard-featured fellows, with strong muscular arms 
bared to the elbo'w, each holding a naked sword ; attended 
by an equal number of Furoshes,* with long sticks in their 
hands. The harsh^ unrelenting countenances of these men 
contrasted strongly with the varying expressions of the 
miserable wretches who, with hands tied behind them, and 
guarded by a strong party of solriiers, stood at a Httle dis- 
tance with torn and disordered garments, and . hanging* 
down their heads from shame or from despair — it was not 
difficult to comprehend, that these were the unhappy culprits 
brought to receive their doom : the others, their destined 
executioners. 

. Still keeping close to Ibrahim, we made our way througfh 
the line of guards, and making a low obeisance towards 
the tent, remained standing among the other officers, and 
full in the view of his highness the General, who was top 
inuch occupied at the time to remark our arrival.. 

However calculated the scene before us might be toexite 
the deepest interest, my attention was at first directed ex* 
clusively towards the chief, whose fame had filled my whole 
imagination ; nor did the view I obtained of his person and 
appearance in any degree disappoint my expectations. In 
a two-poled tent of no great size, and lined with yellow 
woollen-stufi^ of Europe^ sat Nader Koolee Khan, upon a 
coarse liumud,! spread at the upper end, near the front, 
and clad in garments which certainly would not have distin-* 
guished him from most of his inferior officers. He wore 
a kabba,j; or ordinary dress of dark-coloured cotton-stuff, 

* Furoshes are menial servants who pitch tents, sweep and lay down 
carpets, &c. and also go before great men to clear tlie way for them. 
They are also made the executioners of petty punishments, as inflicting 
tjie bastinado, &c. and in this last capacity were they standing with ih^ 
executioners, as mentioned in the text. 

t An oblong carpet of felt^ used for sitting upon* 

I The R^me of the common Persian gown, 
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l^rt routid his waisi with a shawl of small value, in which 
was thrust an ivory^hilted dagger, mounted with gold. 
Over this was thrown a barounee'^ of murrey-coloured 
broad-iclotb, lined and trimmed with black lambskins o^ 
Bockhara ; and- on his head he wore a turban, formed of 
a Qrimson shawl. 

But, there was no need of ornaments to increase the 
striking effect of his noble face and person^ Though he 
was at this time^seated, it w«aeasy to discernthat his stature 
rose far above the common size, that his person was ad- 
mirably made, and his strength fully ^qual to the promise 
of hi» appeaFanee; The peculiar rotindness of his shoul- 
ders would have given an air of heaviness to his figure, 
had. it not been relieved by the energetic activity of his 
movements and the lire of his eye ; while it added in iseality, 
as well as in appearance, Xq the force of his muscular 
powers; . Hi^ head was iiSrge ; his face nobly formed ; bis 
complexion darkened more by exposure than by nature: 
his forehead was high' and ample ; his nose straight and 
well-shaped : his eyes were dark and full of expression, his 
brows JStrOng and decided, capable of adding sweetness to 
the charm of his smile, but bending and wrinkling into a 
terrible expression of fury when agitated by anger or re- 
venge. I never saw a man whose look was so much calcu- 
lated to inspire awe, even when . in perfect repose : but 
when his energy was roused — when he spoke, and par- 
ticularly when he desired to intimidate his hearers, there 
were few who could withstand the terrors of his lispect. 
Such .was Nader Koolee Khan, as I saw him at this time ; 
and though it was willed by Providence that, in afler-days, 
I should be on more famiViar terms with this great chief, 
the impression which he fifst made upon my mind never 
lost its influence. 

There were but two persons with him in the tent at this 
time ; both were standing, and to one of them he was 
speaking when we entered the presence. He leaned his 
arm upon a steel battle-axe of great size, a weapon in the 
use of which he excelled, and his scymetai^ in a plain black 

* The Barounee is an ample cloak with sleevea, made to cover. the 
whole person ; it has its name from 6aroe», rain ; against which it is in- 
tended for a defence. 
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lieatfaer scabbard mounted with damasked steel, lay upon 
the carpet by his side. 

Atler a pause of some minutes, during which the most 
perfect silence reigned throughout the whole aiultitude, 
Nader turned towards the group of soldiers in front, and 
an officer made them a signal to advance ^itb their pri- 
soners. Upon this^ three men, who seemed to be the prin- 
cipal persons among the captives, were dragged forward ; 
the rest remained standing a few paces behind. -Then in 
a voice, clear^ deep, and terrible as that of Azrael, the angel 
of death, Nader addressed the wretched criminals. 

^^ Lootf Alice Khan Shadloo, and thou Alice Roolee 
Beg, and ye others, their companions and abettors in evil 
deeds, give ear to the words of justice. Behold, this is 
now the fourth time ye have raised the standard of rebellion, 
and disturbed with your restless treason the peace of these 
realms. Twice have we' ourselves, or those officers who 
were delegated by us, baffled your treasonable attempts, and 
then pardoned your offences, consigning them to forgetful- 
ness. A third time didstthou, Lootf Alice, consort with thy 
kinsman Jaffier Koolee Beg and the rebellious Ai&hars of 
Koorgan Kallah, (may shame rest on their memories 1) and 
it was owing solely to the peculiar circumstances of the 
times, and the timely repentance and capitulation of Jaffier 
Koolee, that the sword of vengeance did not then descend 
upon thy head. But the servant of sin cannot escape the 
reward of his deeds,-^the fool never profiteth by expe- 
rience ! A fourth time hast thou disturbed the peace of 
Koordestan, and hast even carried thy malice to so deadly 
a length, as to invite the savage sons of the Desert to fatten 
on the rich spoil of thy native land. These repeated crimes 
have silenced the voice of mercy — ^the sterner claims of 
justice mast now be satisfied. — May Allah receive thee to 
his mercy !" 

At the wave of his hand, the three unhappy men were 
forced upon their knees, their bonds were drawn tight, and 
behind each of them stood an executioner, with his naked 
sword glittering aloft in the sun. — ^^ Ai Nader ! in the 
name of God ! — by the holy martyred Hussein ! — ^by the 
mother that bore you !^' — cried Lootf AUee, struggling 
with desperate earnestness to be heard, while the others 



la^a isSiardaar^d s^me words^tsrhioh ' coilld not be^iistm- 
guished:'---buta stern arder to ^ siljence t^e accufseddogsl^' 
issuing in tbunder &091. the voice of Nftder^ aceoibpani^ by 
the last sighalof bis hand, qnickeB^d (h6 liiotioosiof lh€fir* 
^iirds, and before' thO'SenteneeyraS^t^oncladedt their heads 
roiled OB the ifround^ and. tbeir bodies still quivering with 
life, lay dehiging- the Band with gore. "■ ~ 

Bxecfationi^ were too. comiaon eveh at^thik time, in the* 
camp of Nad^p, to eixclte any gr^at sensation ; but a mo- 
saenta^^ half-supptesseii murnuir, which, .^cceeded the 
deep breathless siience that had reigned for some miputes, 
betrayed that thd spectators did in. this 6ase takesoi^e share 
in the^terftjir ofHhe «cene^ As for me, whd^y thbngh no 
stranger io oaniage, .had. neWr before seen< death thus 
dealt out by jiile* and -measure, or clothed ^ith the terror^ of 
pomp and i^'eparMi^n, 1 vwas cprnpletelyvtiorror-struck ; 
ihiB blobd curdled in my veins ; it seemed as if I wa$ about 
to enter the' service of a tyrant who made sport of man's 
life I and I felt a strong impulse to abandon '411 the ^ hopes 
and prospects which I believed so promising,' and fly from 
$0 disgusting a master. It was in vainlhat I said to ipyself 
" These men were guilty: they were traitors and rebels,^ 
and they deserved to die ;" my imagination was too vividly 
impressed with horror to listen Co the voice of reason : it 
constantly painted them, as prisoilers, bound, helpless ; — 
they raised the voice -of supplication, and were cut off in 
cold blood., with the prayer of mercy stHi hovering on their 
iips. ' . ^ 

The scene that succeeded was badly calculated to ror 
xnbye these painful impressions. / ^he prisoners- of lesser 
importance were brought forward : some of thes^^ as they 
were named, were recognized Tor men who possessed, no 
free will of thiE^ir own, but fellowed their leaders from ne- 
cessity. Such were ordered to be dralled into the troops 
of Nader,' or were set at liberty, With a caution regarding 
their future conduct. Othefs, probably cdn^idered as mdre 
independent, and therefore more criminal inthecoursetbey 
had taken^ were sentenced to have tbeilr eyes put out^ their 
ears and noses, or^ tbfnr bands cut off. ' These sentendes 
were executed on the sglot, andby no means in tiie tender- 
est manner, by inen accustomed to the^ work ; and the 

14 
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poor Uoeding wretches weije turned i€K>se« suBering and 
forlorn, to aeek^wher^ they might find jt, thasuccoor wbt<^ 
was denied them by tEeir 3^tem judgo. - . 

. Sqch scenes as this were not of ufifireqaent occurrence in 
th^ camp of Nader, and itinust be. allowed they were bat 
bad proofe of hi^humanUy. *Yet Nader was certainly ^not 
naturally disposed to cruelty : the bloody acts of tl^e period 
ht^d Ihehr source in ^dicy^alone » he- thDpgh^.that now, 
when his^ fortune was 80<coa)pIe$Q}y.^ri(nn|>haBt over aU his. 
rivals^ as scarcely to ;leave any chance of a reverse, it was 
wiser to check ail opposition in the bud, and thereby pre- 
vent insurrection,, than have it to combat when oEiatured^ In 
truth, this severity of Nader^ was • JKU^tified in a great mea- 
sure, by the conduQt of thche on whom it fell. Treacher- 
ous: and cruel them$elves, t^iere were none.vtlio woirid not 
ha via treated iiiin as they faaH been treated by binoi ; nor . 
would they have scrupled in the least as to >he inean3 of 
getting him into their pow;er, provided that could have been 
accomplished. Belfish and unprincipled, they looked only 
to aggrandize themselves, while Nader, .at ^hi» time, cer- 
tainly had at heart the welfare and the. glory of Khorasan 
and of Persia, and was criiel only because he -was not su- 
perior to his age and country. 

The tragedy I had just witnessed, and which had jarred 
so harshly on my previous high- wrought feelings, ^had its 
origin in such motives ; biit, ignorant as I was of the iacts 
and the reasoning above stated, I could^see iQ it nothing but 
cool-blooded cruelty, and would willingly have avoided ex- 
jjosing myself to its influence : but this.was now to late— I 
was already in presence of the dreaded, chief, surrounded 
by his ghards and knowi\. by several of his officers. I 
reflected too, that Tbraljiro^ his frank, warm-hearted bro- 
ther, was. my friend, and \ tried to hope for a fiivourable 
reception. 

The trying moment was at handf Ibrahim Khan, ob- 
serving ' that his brother had finished the business before 
him, left me with llussun AUee Beg,^ and walked towards 
the itent* When Nader saw him approach, he rose hastily 
jVomhis seat^ and made, a rapid stride or two towards his 
brother ; and those who were neariest, could trace the glow 
of joy that lighted up his stern features. But he checked 
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himself; and although he embraced Ibrahim, hcf- would not 
permil the fdl tide of his affeotion, or ^e joy which he felt 
at his safety, to flow freely lor th..y The trutfris, that Nader 
loved his brother warmly t and fhlly appr^iat^. his value 
as a leader;, counsellor md friend ; .but he had fpund'it otl^n 
necessary to check tb&open and somewhat '^relessin^petu- 
osity of his courage,^ which frequently Ie4 hi|n unnecessa- 
rily into danger :' besides^, naturally reserved^ and eautioee 
of lesseping' his authority, either with individu^Cls ot with 
the multitude^ "by a ftill display of his* setitimientg, ho re- 
Strained them upon principle : — thus he checked^ the 
warmth of his expressions, and although he received his bro^ 
ther with -cordial affection*, it 'was ik)t without 'some show of 
censure for the anitiety ite had caused and the risk to which 
-he had exposed himselC ^ - 

'>.KlU>osh gueldenv Khoosb gueldent^ thou rash ^nd 
headstrong brother of mineV' cried he, shaking his head, 
while the pleasure tha^ sparkled in his eye showed that his 
censure was bnt-Bp deep ; ^^ by. the hetfd of* the Prophet, 
thou deserveat that I should place thee in arrest, rs^h^ 
Chaa give thee y^Lcome from ihy -wild ^xpedition^l - Thou 
Zohi]re-u-4owh)t ?t thou the support of the state ? yet ever 
perilling it in thy 0mn personrl- Should^ thoii not better 
know thy own value, to the country,, and to' thy brother, 
than thu§ to expose thyself to the risk of falling M|i to the 
hands of our enemies ? Had the vilerebeh-of DirdoinC or 
the dogs of Toorkomans their allies^, got possession of Na- 
der's brother-, whiit thinkest thou would htve beet) his ran- 
som? By the holy Caaba !| a pretty ransom and noble 
terms would they have demanded for thy liberty i But 
come, thou art safe : thy star is fortunate, and I forgive t^ 
pain thou hast cost me. Tell me now thy adventures, and 
say what intelligence thou hast brought?' x > 

" Yoilr servantR would humbly represent'to your High- 
ness," replied Ibrahim, who Well knew his brother's real 
sentiments, ^^ that, confessing liis imprudence on many oc- 

* Welcoine! welcome ! — ^Turkxsh. f The support of the state. 

{Vide page 120. ■ 

jj This humble and formarmode of expreiision may seem overstrained, 
as from^onelbrDther to another ; but it is the universal custom ixi coun- 
tries where rank, power j. and station are every thing, and all else is con- 
sequently sacrificed to maintaiDi ihetn. Thus the Prince stands, not da- 
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casions, and lameniing.th^ uneasioess w^icb.it too ^6Q 
'gives to the sctul of his august brother — m the present ip'- 
stance, biB ventures toliope'thjjijLthe superior judgment of 
youf Highness iviil attach le99 blame to his conduct. < U^n 
leaviq^ SemUlghan:, f hy servant found lb|t so many con- 
tradictory reports- Jprevailpd regarding tne dispositions of 
the Khans and tribes of the Attock, that 'be cUd pot )iare 
to> trust to any less zealous inqtjirer th6 task of ascertain- 
ing the truth, nor confide to any other the mere .d^Ucute 
charge iofodnfirmiog in th#ir allegiance those who might 
be ^fb^nd wavering or ill-disposed. Of this- result , your 
Highness mdy judge in^ part by the contents of these pa- 
pers. Your servant wiU await yonr Highness^ leisure to 
opmmunicate all farther. particulars. As to your servant's 
adventiiresr, they are sopn told." Ibrahim then, in more 
familiar terms related all that has already been said^ prefa- 
cing the nairative with some few particulars which had oc- 
curred preyious to his rencoinnter with the horsemen of 
Diroom, and concluding' wfth.oiv fortjunate rescue by 'the^ 
party uiider Hussun AHee 3eg* > . 

^^ And now,*^ continued he,>^ permit me to introduce to 
the notice of your Highness hay yoangcompa^ion, Ismael, 
the 9on of your ancient friend and ally, Moorteza Khan 
Karabulagbej^, and I wilt ventare to -say tkat a braver or 
more promising youth, has not lor; many a day enlisted xiii- 
der your banners. Your Highness well knows, that I have 
seep sonje hard fighting, but more presence of mind,' more 
quickness in conception, or more courage in execution, 
under- very trying circrnnstances, I do not remember to 
fiave witnessed in any person, or at any age.'' Such was 
the good Ibrahim'^ ^ulogiam oh my unworthy self, which 
I almost blush to transcribe. 

" Hah I" cried Nader in reply, " let the youth approach. 

You describe' a very Roostum ; he will have a hard task, 

Ibrahim, to maintain su'ch a character as you have assign- 

. ed him ; — let the youth step forward.". \The distance .was 

ring to lift Aip his eyed, like a menial servant, in the presence of the Bing 
his father ; and the same princqde is kept np through all J'anks of socie- 

. ty. ' Nader was a gpreat chief, and his brother here addresses him as such. 
. *<*. An ofBcer performing the duty of master of the ceremonies, in th0 

. houses or courts of chiefs and petty sovereigns. 
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fiot groat : the chief Yesaawul^ approatjhed, the crowd 
fe^l back^ and I was immediately in presence of Nader. 

The chief bent the foH force of hi? piercings eye upon 
me, as if he would have r^ad my very soul. Therfe was a 
fascination in. the noble character of hid stern countenance, 
which commanded admiration ;*and subdued all to his wishes. 
The interview I had just witnessed with his- bijother'llad 
touched and interested me ; the' doubts and tnisgivingd oc- 
casioned by his apparent cruelty had abated^ and conlidence 
was gradually returning tof rny mind : 'thus, though my 
obeisanbe was prpfoandlf low, and jny. eyes* remained-bent 
upon the earth, a %ling of self-consideration kept my 
person erecti and my salute fpee from cringing timidity. 
The<5hief, with whom firmness and intrepidity were virtues 
of the first order, seemed, favourably ' impressed by my 
deportment : perhaps the soiled and businesslike appear- 
ance <it my arms and apparel, still spotted with blood from 
my wounds, had its efiect; ancl'united with what he had 
iieard frotn Ibrahim Khftn, to confirm hkn' in the opinion 
that I Was fit for his service, and worthy of his notice. 

ARter ga^ng steadily on me for a while, the chief turned 
to his brother, and said in a familiar uhder-tone, ^'^The- 
youth's appearance is not against liim ; he is young, but 
hardy-looking, and quite an-A^shar in' countenance. 
Young man," continued he, turning: to ine, " thou hast 
*- cojnmenCed thy career favourably/ ; the^Zohire-u-dowlut is 
satisfied \^ith thy conduct, and his good report ^oes far 
with me. Thou shalt have employment, and f&ir scope to 
show thy own value. Men here receive the esteem and 
promotion which their own merits determine,—- -nor how- 
ever partially we may be disposed towards thee, for thy 
services to our brother, or our antient friendship for thy 
father, shaH the'course adopted with regard to thee be dif- 
ferent. For the present, Hussun- Allee Beg shall provide 
for thy wants; thou needest refreshment and ^pepose, retire 
and enjoy them freely.?' " • 

I bowed low, and wild retiringr, wh^sn the thong which 
suspended the quiver Bit my side,^ accidentally becoming 
loose, it fell to the ground, and the few remaining ^arrows 
it contained tumbled out. cTbe accident attracted the 
eye of Nader : " Truly, young man," said he, " thy quiver 

14*' 
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looks like that of a Soldier returning from the fields th; 
shafts have been spent,' an<l spent to purpose, J hear«- 
Tbey say thy arrows, tell ^sharply and- true ; come hith^*, 
let me see thee use them." I^too^ a moment irresolute, 
and uncertain of his meaning: ^^ SUing^ thy bowV cried 
Nad^, giving the wdl-known word of command in use 
among our tribe : — it earned me bapk to. the Desert, and I 
instinctively o)5eyed ; old habits rushed dpon my midd,' and 
awakened -sTli its energy.' >* Will your Highness permit 
me to have my horse ?" — said I to the* chief, turning 'round 
at the same time to look Tor 3oorrauk. Nadei- smiled at 
my eage^ness. ^^ What is* a bow without a string ? — wbat 
is.a^ Toorkoman without Ilia horse I-t^I^ it. straight, be 
brpught." . He praised i^ figure and its spirit, and turning 
to Ibrahim^ remarked that we were b6th wild, actiive crea- 
tures, well suited , to each other. '* Yah, - Hyder ! — rYab, 
Allee!"* cried L mentally; as- 1 mounted — ^'help a good 
Sheah' at his needl for much m^y depend on this moment.'* 
I now mounted and waited'for orders to proceed. The 
Maidaunt before the tents: pf the ehief was the ^lace ap- 
propriated to military e&ercises, nor were there wanting 
butts and poles upon which to hang'^arks for the archers 
to practice at. 'the motion of Nader^s arm pointed out 
the mark at ^which I was- to aim : the crowd opened wide 
in the same direction, and I started at full speed afl^r the 
Toorkoman fashion. Three times I passed the lofly pole 
within a moderate distance, each time discharging an 
arrow ; once in approaching, Qnce in retreating, and once in 
the act of wheeling^ — and each-time I was fortunate enough 
to make them ring upon the basin which hung suspended 
by a thong from it» summit. It happened that, as I re- 
turned a fourth time, a blue pigeoti, numbers of which 
b)iilt their . nests in the wells and watercourses of the 
neighbourhood, flew oyer the plain, and whether alarmed 
and confused b;^ the noise, or sent by Allee expressly to 
do me service, it alighted upon tbe top of the pole at 
which I bad been scooting. The thought of 'making this 
the mark for. my last arrow, struck me as I observed it, 

* OB, Hyder ! Oh, AUee ! exclamations eyer in the mouth of Per- 
sians on such occasioos. Hyder is a name of Allee, and sig;nifie» the 
«Lion,'M. e. of Gofl. 

t Exercising groui)d. 
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aad I urged my horde to foHer speed, leilt the birdshoidd . 
take wing before I, come within distance : just as I reach- 
ed within » long and difiScult -shot, I naW the* first flutter of 
its wing Upon the rise ; but my bow was drawn, I uttered 
an, ejaculation to Moortez^ Allee, and^aw my shaft strike 
the bM'd before it had well quitted the pole. It flut- 
tered and fell, while the cries of the crowd retit the air, 
ai^d, '' BarikUlah !" ^ Mash&Uah t" '' Mdsbalhih t?'« echoed 
on iA sides. Many years Jiave passed «ince that day, but 
I atill ' can remember^ the thrill of delight with which I 
picked up the bird, ai^d galloping to ti^e tent, with glow- 
ing cheeks laid'it at the feet of Nader. 

'^ By the head of my fisither I youth," said he, " Ibrahim 
has not beHed thee in his praises of thy tirchery or thy 
horsemanship ; th^sd thou hast now fairly proved ; let thy 
skill and conduct in other things be but equally cbnspicu- 
ous^aiid thou shalt not lack advancement. But this is 
enough for one day : thyi^lf and thy horse need rest, and, 
in truth, he is a brftve beast, and shouId.be Well dealt with ; 
-rwhetr^ didst^hou get him t but I need not ask, for every 
bbof- and sinew speaks *bim ciesert bred, as well as 
thee. Thou art, in truth, a strange youth, stnd I must hear 
thy story at large ; — ^but not now. Get thee gone for the 
present— thou art welcome l*^' 

It now occurred to me, that the General had taken a 
fancy to my horse. I knew that . when . a great 'man has 
once signified his admiration of any thing belonging to a 
dependent, it i^ deemed equivaleht to a demand, and ex- 
pected that the coveted article shall forthwith be tendered 
as an ofiering to conciliate his favour, in the elation of 
the moment, I felt that I could even bear the bitter pang of 
parting with my faithful steed ; particularly when I consi- 
dered, that my future fortune might depend upon the sacri- 
fice. Respectfully bowing, therefore, and taking the bridla 
in my hand, I said, "May the favour of your Highness 
never diminish 1 may your .servant find .grace in your 
eyes I the horse of your servant is unworthy of your no- 
tice — but, pardon the poverty of your slave, and deign to 
accept his humble ofiering !^' So saying, I oflered th€5 

* Bravo! Well done! &c. 
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bridle to an attendant. "No, no, young manf" replied 
Nader ; ^^ the horee is a good one^ and thou meritest 
lum well; keep him, and tend him as he deserted ; 
I promise tliee thou -shdlt need his . best service.-— 
Meantime, it is thou, rather, who mayest look to me for a 
token of favour : thou hast eshausted:thy arms ; tb^ stock 
shall be replenished — now go thy ways!" " Ma^r the 
happy fortune of your Highness increase ! may -your favour 
never diminish towards your servant !" cried I, bowing 
once more, and left the presence -with Hussun Aliee 



Beg, 
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XNFORiyiAXION. 



"Bv my spuU and by the head of Nader 1" exclaimed 
Hussun Allee Beg, when we had reached. his quarters ; 
^^ thou art truly a fojttunate youth I A single hlcky actidn, 
well brought to notice, has done for thee that which years 
of hard service have hardly gained for others. 1 have long 
been an officec^-^I might say a companion, of Nader Koo- 
lee Khan : for, though the* detv of prosperity has nourished 
the ffower of his fortune, till its blossoms have fully expand- 
ed, while mine has been nipt by the withering blast of ad- 
versity ! we were companions and equals in early lifb ; but 
in alj that time I scarcely ^can remember that any yonth 
aspiring to hia service, has met with a reception so pro- 
mising as thoQ hast done to-day j I know the General, 
and am certain, from what I saw, that, however cautious 
he may have been in 'Speech to thee, thy fortune is -made, 
as far as dependr on him, if thou but carefully attend to 
thy future conduct.. But beware of improvident security \ 
As the friendship of Nader is honour and fortune, so is his 
displeasure the certain herald of ruin !— -and when thy fa- 
vour in his sight is at the highest pitch, a trifle may strip 
thee of it, and hurl thee to destruction !" 

^^Howl" replied I, willing to hear farther respecting 
the character of my new master ; ^^ is the disposition of 
Nader then so fickle, that a single lault is sufficient in his 



Qyed to 0ffiio6 tte remedibrance of loag and faithful set' 
vice ?"-^— " No !'' rejoined Hussun AUee ; >Vthat cannot ei^- 
actly be laid to tbB -General's chargo ^^ bis mind is too pow- 
erful^^his judginent ' foo sound, bis understanding too 
acpte, for fickleness to dwell in^is soul ! ^ But Nadervin- 
de&tigably active bimself^ and possessed of a frame, power- 
ful enough to second the en^gies of his mind, looks for« 
.similar exertions .in his servants ; and is, perhaps, unpea'- 
souably disappointed i^< their 'efiorts do not keep pace with 
his expeotatloDSi^ .Thus" it happens, that .& man who has 
once succeeded in gaining' Ms appiau^ie, will find, that in- 
fstead of having reached a point of security from whence 
he may look in ease^nd confidence upon the future, he has 
only attained a "dangerous station, where h$ is .forced to 
support his dear>bongbt reputation by n6w, exertions. 
Should he fail in a single poin^, h^ finds that his iiult is by 
no means extenuated i>y the merit of ^ past servicer, but 
rather aggravated by a*compari|K)n with-bis foirner exem- 
plary conducts Thus his best and most highly-valued ser- 
vants fear him ev^n more than they love him i .j^et they do 
love him.; fbr be is libimi Uy his soldiers, careful of their 
. welfare, pihd scrupulously just. He is severe towards of- 
lenders, strict in bis disciphne, ne^r pardons disobedience, 
• and bates and deS^pises-«C cbward : but who, indeed^ dares 
to be a coward whep the fi'own and the wrath of Nader are 
more terdble to the pusillanimous than4hp sword of the 
enemy!" ' 

- ^^ And is the Gren^ral/' resumed' I, ^^ as Bim(>l» and ab- 
stemious in his habits of life, and as^ laborious in the dis- 
charge of his public duties, as fame reports ?^* — " Thou 
iy lit. judge of that, for thyselfV' said HiissuuvAlke ; '*;but I 
may assure th^e that the meanest soldier in the camp lives 
quite as well, as the General does. . tie seekd not to pam- 
per hid appetite with rich pill^ws^ Jiigh-season^d kubaubs,* 

and stews swimming in melted ^ETatter s — ^sonie plain chil- 
law,t with a &w bita of meat, a little bre^d and cheese and 
radishes, or ^ even some parched peas, a few of ;which ho 

commonly carriesrin his pockets, content him for his. eve- 

♦ Koast meats; f Plain boiled rice. 
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ning*. mealf and are'sy&cientta sustain his stpengtb end eo^ 
efgy upon the most fatiguing march. 
. ^^ As for his applicati6n to .business, it w^e enough to 
destroy half -his officers, w6re they forced te do what he 
docs. Every morning before sunrise, after the hour of 
prayer, Jie is to be found in public, where he sits for^seve- 
ral hours, and where the meanest person may ba.ve access 
upon business. Jle then commtmly attends to the disci- 
pline of his trdopsv and regulates the economyof his army : 
he enrolls recruits, inspects^armsand accoutrements, among 
the various corps^ observes them af military exercise, and 
oflen bestows rewards on such as distinguish themselvea 

^^ A light breakfast^ seldom exceeding a few crumbs df 
bread and cheese, with a cup of butter-milk and water, fol- 
lows his morning empioymeVits, after which Ke again sits 
in pubhc. He then decided such cases as may be brought 
before him for judgment, taking care to seethe decisions 
and sentenceis put in force upon' the spot :^— he dictates let- 
ters, '^d transacts whatever husiness presents itself, till 
sujiset, when, after the evening -pray^6r, if not prevented by 
a more than ordinary press of business, be retires to the 
khelwut, takes l^is evening meal, and passes a few hours ia 
familiar conversation with some of his favoured friends. 
Should public duty require it however, these houi^ralso are 
dedicated to it, for he never, suffers his' own ease or appe< 
tites to interfere with su6h claims. At a late hour he re- 
tires to the women's apartment, where be remains until 
near brttftk of day ; but in spite of the attachment which it 
is said he entertains for the pleasures of .the Hareni,. his 
indulgence" there, including, the time devoted to repose, 
seldom exceeds five hours in the twenty-four. Such, young 
man, are the labours and emjfloyments of the chief tnou 
art now to serve, and from this short account, while it can- 
not escape thee that only the bf-ave and' the diligent can 
hope to thrive-under, his shadow, thou mayest also perceive 
that the pleasures and occupations of this great chief are 
combined in one object, which, fills his whole mind — to re- 
store peace and tranquillity to his country, and to drive fr6m 
its soil the enemies and invaders who for so long a time 
liave been destroying it." ^ 

^^ And are all his officers inspir<ed with the same zeal ?** 



ddmanded 1 5-r*^ itre thie ttQpps to.be depended on ? Airf 
what thinkest tbqu of the cfaasce there may l)e of ultimate 
success?'' ' ' . 

^The troops thou seest in. the campv" returned the Beg, 
^^ are the chosen of Uie army ; they consbt of Afiihars/ 
Jalloyers, Beiautii and Koords^^ til of whbm are bound as 
much by inciination aftd interest, a& by duty, to fight in • 
Nader's cause. There are few who- have not suffered 
from the incuraions of the Toorkomans and Oozbecks ; 
fK>m the malice or revenge of Malek^ Mahmood) the usur- 
ped of Mushed ^nd the country around, it ; or from the con* 
sequences of feuds with their neighbouref^the enemies of 
Nader. Hence they have jcollected under vthe shadow of 
his Highness for protection, and look to him for the means 
of. revenge upon their adversaries, and for peaceable re- 
establishment in their own posi^essions. 

" Bufkiany ate led to serve by feelings of personal re-: 
spect or friendship for Nader ^ some here are his relations^ 
otheri^ bis hereditary friends and. allies*. No inconsiderable 
number of his soldiers are adventurer^, who, willing to fol- 
low the fortunes of any successful chiefs under whose ban- . 
ner they may plunder and pillage isit discretion, have enlist- 
ed under him, because they see his . destiny triumphant; 
and although the strictness of his discipline, curbs their 
licentious dispositipns, they <:ontinue in his service because 
it is the only one now in Persia. that promises, security and 
permatience, and because they well know what their fate 
would be if they were taken with arms in their hands as 
his enemies. 

^^Tbe Koords are, perhaps, the least to be depended on 
of all our troops : these transplanted,! though now natu- 
ralized tribesr &re by no means united aqiong themselves ; 
even some of tliQ tribes are divided into parties, and each 
chief is jealous of his neighbour. . Thus Nujjuff AHee Beg, 
of Khabooshan, hates and envies Mahomed Hoossein Beg, 
of Radcan-; while the Koordsof Dereguz, among whom 
we are now encamped, dread and detest the^both^ audi 

* Various tribes of Khorasan. 

t The Eoords of Khorasan were tribes removed by orders of Shah 
Abbas the Great, from Koordistan, on the borders of Armenia, to the 
northern districts of Khorasan, where they still contintfe a distinct race. 
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consequently take refbge qnder the conquering banners of 
Nader. To-day you have seen c^a-tain chiefs of these 
Koo^-ds undergo the punishment they merited, and <v(rhich 
indeed thmr many transgressions called loudly for lon^ 
1;>efore now. I ' marked your change of counteDance<^as the 
Bword of justice fell, and saw the traces of liorror and dis- 
gust in your face, Bnt you are youn^, and Unused^to the 
severities which regard to pub}io safety requi^e^ from a 
military chie(L Who rules a turbulent country. If Allah 
spares your youth, time win make you -better acquainted 
with such sights: ay, and with more terrible ones still !'^ 

" I own," replied I, ".that to tak^ the life of men, unre- 
sisting and supplicating, in cold ^ood, in the Ihanner I 
witnessed this morning, shocked nie as a ciuel and unman- 
ly deed. H?id they %llen in battle^ it would have been 
nothing : they had sinned, and would have suileced ^death, 
and there was an end of it^-byt to slay them when hold- 
ing up theii^ hands for mercy i^-^thou^ mayest be in . the 
right, and the deed may hiive. been, needful, but f cannot 
yet eonqder the ret^ugnance I-'foel for it. It is not ^o 
.among the tribes of the Desert :^hete is ttiuch of slaugh- 
ter in theij; wars with each other, and many horrid bsirba- 
rities are cominitted on "their chappows ;* mien too a>e,'Of- 
teri.put to death by one another ; but it is in publiq or pri- 
vate quarrel, when the chance > is the same to'all parties. 
If any individual commit, a grave offejiee against the society^ 
the elders of the aoul assembling in judgment, punish him 
by loss of property, l)y expulsion, or by selling him as a 
slave > if guilty of murder, the family of the slain are sure 
to exact, with severity, the price of blood, or the penalty 
of his life; But thus to assemble a multitude for the pur- 
pose of beholding defenceless captives suffer the punish- 
ment of death thus arbitrarily inflicted, we do it not. 

^ As to myself^ 1 am not to be shocked by blood and 
carnage alone ; young as I am, I have witnessed enough 
of that, and thou .thyself bast seen that I can bend my 
weapon against a foe as readily as I would embrace a 
mistress. Biit I shall conceal my feelings another time, 
and will suspend my judgment on the conduct of others 
until experience shall have given me a right to form one. 

* PltindcriDg expeditions. 



In Jibe n^^^^ime^ oh HuaisuD Allee t my tbanka are 4ue to 
you for your iBQfit interesting ipfoi-mation^ By tby «ouK 
and by tbe head of Nader, I bese^cb you to proceed ; you 
know l am a stranger in tbe plaoe, almost in the world, 
and much reqiiire the advice of frj}»idiy and experienced 
men. like yourself; make your servant then somewhat bet- 
ter acquainted with the scene on which he is entering^ and 
you shall not find. him ungrateful or indiscreet." 

" Isinael I" repHed HussCin Allee, ^' manjr of your ob- 
servations are founded cm just ^rkiciples, and they do credit 
to yotHT feelings ; nevertheless they savour strongly of in- 
experience* - You have lived till now in a very confined 
circle, the members of which -are little remoted from a 
state of barbarism* In such a community the resti'aiQts of 
law are less required, or rather their absence is less felt 
than in a larger and more complicated system of society ^ 
because temptations to interfere, with the prf>perty or privi- 
leges of 'each other ^e comparatively fewer. > But in a 
populous country, where the evil passions Of mankind are 
stimulated into action by a thousand confiictiiig interests, 
vigorous and even' severe measures are indispensable to 
restrain their operation-; and4t is the lieglect of such 
ivholesome severity^ which tp the unthinkihg and inexpe- 
rienced may appear to be crudty, that has given rise to all 
the confusion and misery under which Persia now groans. 

^^ And when you say that such barbarities are never 
practised among ypur late friencb of the Desert, thereby 
' insinuating that they are less cruel than we, the bHndness of 
your prejudice becomes more manifesto To prevent much 
misery, rapine and bloodshed, w^ occasionally sacrifice a 
few lives, already forfeited by the laws of nations and of 
their country. The Desert tribe whom thou npholdest, 
fi-om the pure spirit of plunder and thirst of gain-^ without 
the excuse of original enmity towards their victims, and 
totally reg^dless of the misery and desolation they are 
about to cause, steal,' like tigers, in th& night, apon ^ vil- 
lage or a town, and sweep it remorselessly from the face of 
the earth. Which, think you are the mostcri^, the most 
cold-blooded murderers ?-M;hey, Or we ?*' 

Truth is poVFerful — I war silent— I could not thea- 
answer as I might siifce have done, by disking my monitor 

16 
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what proportioa of ibe mufders atid atrociticfflr tfaaf daSf 
pccuf ii^ abates which are coosidered cifilized, he should 
consider as executed purely upon pjiblic principleSf-- nand 
how many aa sitcrifices to i^mbition, cruelty^ private malicey 
or coBToaience t the very crimes which the seventies of 
the law were provided to restrain ? 
' ^^ For your de«re to foe nuide acquainted with the 'state 
of affiiirs in this country, ^ind to know something of the 
scene on which thou art nqrw to enter," continued Hussuo 
AUeb, ^^ it is reasonable ; and i|s iar as it is in your servant's 
power, he w-ill readily satisfy it ; for in truth, Ismael,! will 
confess that yottr youtb, yosur bravery, and the peculiarity 
of your situation have interested ihe greatly in your favour. 
I knew your father, though not intimately ; he was a brave 
man, and a respe^ble chief. I rejoice to see that his son 
is likely to fill his plac^ worthily, and to keep bis lamp 
bunimg ; I anrglad that the Goiieral baa appoibted me your 
host, though 1 nncy you will not long remain with me, for 
Nader never permits l^is servants to eat the bread of idle- 
ness. You are welcome, liowever,.now and at all times ; 
nor shall you want ^ friend and adviser while Hnssun Allee 
9eg is able to assist thee. At present, it is lit that we re« 
fiwsb our^elv^ with food : outride of this morning, coupled 
with the^antyfai^eof last night, has sharpened my appetite ; 
and if the" death of these rascally Koords has not sickened 
your^tomach, it should not be slow to second mine." 

A cloth was now spread upon the^oor of the tent, cakes 
of wheaten bread, the first I had ever seen, were laid upon 
it, and a large tray of whitened copper, bearing several 
dishes of better fare than that which was said txy compose 
the General's breiikfast, was brought in by an attendant, 
and placed before us. The truth, was, that my host was 
fond of good livings although he could put up with indifier- 
ent fare when necessity required it ; and he thought that as 
his dinner the night before had been but poor^ it was fiiir 
to make upL for it by this morning's repast. So the pillaw, 
full of Bockhara plums and raisins, with the savory meat- 
stew, with sweet saiice, was now introduced, and washed 
down with draughts of excellent sherbet. We both did it 
i^ple honour j nor while our fingers were in the dish, did 
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inimy Word^ pass between ub. ^^^ AUnim di^Utth,'^* at last 
said Httssuo Allee Beg, tming from hls^ stooping posture 
overtbe tray, ftnd~halduig ou^ bid greasy band fof tbe wfr- 
ter, which was poured upon it from a peWter ewer ; ^^ let 
"«rs now bave a fresh calleeobn.t Spat yonrself at ease, Is- 
maeU opposite.me hi that corner ; andTaRer we have smoked 
0(ir pipe, I will try to give you ^ sketch of the information 
you, desire." 

J[t is unnecessary, however, to enter here into the dets^ 
.which, Was given me by Hoossain Allee Beg; t4ie>more 
so, as many of the circumstaiices ^ wtU . be alluded to 
more paEticularly in tbe sequel of my narrative.- twill, 
therefore, only advert concisely to the situation of the coun- 
Hry at this period, when I commenced my public j^eer. 

Every one knows ^how grea^t was the glory of Iran when 
its. sceptre was swayed - by the earlier monarchs of the 
Suifavean race. . The vigour of their powerful admu^istra^ 
tion^wasJeltibroughout the reikis T>f%ih^r wor^esa suc- 
cessors; and even the first y eats of the feeble, though 
amiable Shah Sultaun Hoosseih, ei^oyed a tranquillity wr 
which they were indebted to the i^me :ofJii9 great an- 
eesto^Si " . 

^ But tbis coiild^ pot lajit:-<-the fatter years of this mo- 
hardh^s reign were disturbed by rebellions in theprovhices ; 
and the^ iieighbom'ing pofl^ers, who eovM ^e greatness 
and lopg pros^ieiity of reffiia, hailed with joy its increasing 
weakness, aiid watched wuh eagerness the moment of its 
^anticipated dismemberment. 

The first serious blow wito struck upon the eastern firon- 
tier^ where Meer Vais,. chief of the Ghiljee tribe ofAff* 
^hauns, who resided at Kamlahar, indignant at the oppres? 
mon under which bia eountrymen were groaning, and pro« 
voked by repeated personal induits, rose in rebellion, ppt the 
Ciovernor, Goorgeeh Kban^ and all his Georgian troops, to 
death, and-established himself in sovereign 'authority in the 
province. - . ' 

His son, Meer Mahmood, who inherited' all his fbther's 
ambition with much greater prudence, succeeded in ca- 

* Thanks be to God ! — ^the Mahomedan expression for returnii]g 
thanks on all occasions, a^ w6A as after meals. - * 

J Pipe, 
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joling the weak, ministers of tfae Sbah into giving him the 
government of Kandahar which bis father had usurped, apd 
affording him great powers and aasistanee to be employed 
against the rebellious Abdallee Affgbauns of Herat :^— with 
these h^'prosecuted^fais own schemes of aggrandizement : 
and .soon throwing off the mask^.he first seized on Ker- 
maun; and advancing into Irak, laid seige to Ispahan, itself- 

"The result of this expedition is. top well known to requirb 
mention heVe ; besides wbtcb, many of the particulars will 
hereafter be taken notice of v> detail. When Mahmood. 
was put to death, b^ was succeeded by bis nephew Asbruff, 
who at this time held possession of Ispahan, and of many 
of the southern provinces of iPersia. 

The usurpation of the, governm^it of •Mushed, and of 
maliy of the surroiinding districts, by Maleck Mahmoo^ 
Sejstaneoi has akeady h«eii adverted to. This person, a 
native of the. province of Seistan, was governor of Toon, 
an ancient city in the sou^h of Kborasan ; but hi^ving ren- 
dered himself obnoxious tothe Bhab^s ministers, he raised 
the standard of rebellion, and succeededin defeating' Jsmael 
Khan^ governor of Kborasan, and rendering himself mas« 
Ver of its capital, the holy city of Mushed : where he began 
to.exer;ci6e theilinctions of a sovereign, and subdued a con- 
siderable part of the neighbouring country. 

While, so large a portion of the empire w^s divided be- 
tween these usurpers, its rightful, but weak and effeminate 
prince. Shah Tabmaseb, held out with difficulty in the small 
portion of his dominions which still continued to acknow- 
ledge his authori^ : — this wa$ confined almost entirely to 
the small and difficultly accessible provinces of Mazunde- 
ran and Astrabad. The Turks, by a treaty with the usur- 
pei^ Asbruff, had, obtained possession of Kbuzistan and 
LourlstaDL,* in tbe^ south, and the whole of Armenia, with 
the greater part of A2erbijan,Qn the west ; while the Rus- 
»ans, on their side, had seized on almost all Sheerwan 
and Gheelaa, and were seeking to extend their dominion 
along the rest of the southern bank of the Caspian Sea. 

Such was the condition of the Persian Empire, when a 

* Two phivinces on the south of Persia ; the former of which lying 
oArUie banks of ths TigriSf bounds with the Turkish dominions of 
Bagdad, &c. 
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cliampion appeared in the person of Nader Kooleei KJia^n. 
Although sprung from a warlil^p tribe and an ancient family, 
this c1ii6f owed Qotbing to fortune or td fayour. Rich in 
his own high talents, and powerfiil in native courage, he 
caryeS his own fortune with his sword, itnd roseto theliighest 
piteft of human grandeur by the strength of. his^own genius. 
Merit and success belong not^xcluaively to those of highedt 
rank. A dark mine gives l^jrth t^ the keen and brilliant 
scymetar. Conquerors and kings have spriiog firom the cot^ 
tage as often as from the palace. Khawah, who delivered 
his country from the^tyrtimny of Zohauk," was a biacksi[nith. 
Jacoob-bin-Leis Was a pewterer. The Dilemee aoyereigns 
owed^their origin to a poor fisherman. It is not, therefore, 
matter of surprise that Nader, glowing with the. conscious- 
ness of his Own hij^Ikendowjnents, should aim at and attain 
the high distinction ol* being the deliverer of his country. 
It would be in vain to detail ijm various struggles and 
vicissitudes which chequered the years of his youth. Con- 
stantly at war with hostile tribes, he was sometimes victo- 
rious^ sometimes a fugitive reduced to the greatest distress. 
But his mind, energetic and unsubdued, rose above every 
mi3fortune, and considered only the means of repairing it^ 
By his alliance with Baba Ailee Beg Abmedloo, be strength- 
ened his inflomice, and gained many staoneh adherents ; 
while the acquisition of the impregnable fortress of Kelaat,- 
and several other castles of great strength upon - the fron- 
tiers, enabled him,^ben in distress, to retire from the fury 
of his enemies, until the star of. his fortune again became* 
propitious. 

. By dint ^.indefatigable perseverance aifd consummate 
address, by a continued system of plans^ wisely concdved, 
and boldly executed, and by a .wary and cautious line of 
policy, Nader had succeeded at thi3 time in extending, his 
authority over the whole northern districts of KhorasaQ, 
from Serrukhs to Goorgaun and J^abjerm.'^. There was no 
chief in all that long extent, who did not dread his anger 
or seek his protection ; and though petty disturbances were 
occasionally breaking out, it generally required but a de- 
monstration of marching to the spot, or the appearance 

* Two districts on the North-western booadary of Shoratan. 
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of a detachment under his brother Ibrtibitn, t6 restore tran* 

quillity. - ♦ . ^ '^ 

The object which Tor some lime past bad eccupted the 
att^ntiofi of Nader, was the d^troctio» of the li^rper 
Maleck Mahniood, and the recovery of the holy 8bnii| of 
Mushed from bis accursed pow^r. Towards the accom- 
plishment of this, much had ahready been done ; the limits 
of his .authority had been greatly contracted ; but the 
country between Mushed and Nishapore Was still in his 

possession. 

. Some time previous to my arrival, the unfortunate^ Shab 

Tahraaseb, hearing of the success of Nader against the* 

malcontents of Khorasan< despatched one of his principal 

officers^ Hussun Alke Khan, to congratulate bis Highness 

on the same, and to appoint him general of all the royal 

troops in Ibis quarter ; signifying at the same tiitie his- 

Majesty's inti^ntion tP form a junptipn witb him with all the 

troops be might be atble to muster. The mission was of 

course w.ell received by Nader, and infQrmatidn had already 

reached the camp that his Majesty was on bis way from 

Shahrood.; so that accounts were daily eypected of his 

near approach. Tbe belief was, that when the forces should 

have united, we ^ould march against Maleck. Mahmood, 

and attack him, even, should he shelter himself behind the 

walls of Mushed- ^ 

Such is a sketch of the information I received &om Hus^ 
sun, Allee Beg, with whom I continued to converse with 
much satisfaction for a considerable time*. I fo^ind that 
he was possessed of lao. mean natural talents: he had 
sbrewdness and observation enough, but knew not how to 
use them to advantage. - In truths like too many Persians, 
he was indolent and inconsiderate in tbe es^treme ; he en- 
joyed to*day, and thought little of to-morrow. Not that 
Hussun Allee ever neglected his duty i no* officer of Na- 
der^s could do that : he scrupulously performed all thftt 
was assigned to bim^ but never dreamt of going beyond its 
linuts. He was not deficient in zeal ; but the exertion of 
rousing it to activity was troublesome, so he let it lie dor- 
mant. No man was more to be depended upon in the hour 
of action : and if his commander had a service to be per- 
formed, in which boldness and decision were essentially re- 



A KTT2^ILBA5ir. ,171 

quired, it cotild tiQt be intrusted to better baiidsl^than those 
of Hus^un AUee Beg. But with its execution the matter 
was sure>to rest. As for ealculatiDg on consequences, or 
taking advantage of eventis, and following thecn up by spi- 
rited and judicious 'ioieasures, met exertions of intellect 
were totally out of the way of my worthy host ; his^bi- 
tual indolence of mind bad incapacitated bitn from all exer- 
cise of forecast. From this cavse alone he hkd fkifedto 
rise in the service of Nader; to whom he was -'sincerely 
attached ; and Nader, on his side, perfectly appreciated ail 
the good as well as the faulty points in Ibe cbara^t^r of his 
ewly friend. 

Hiissutt AUee Beg'was an A£lrhar by tribe, and related 
to the fanCiily of Baba i^Uee Beg, the father of Nader's first 
wife. He. thus possessed some - influence, which he had 
always exerted in the -service of bis chief, who in return 
treated him. with consideration and, kindness, although he 
found it ineicpedfent to promote him to apy high command. 
Hussun AJlee, therefore, remained nominally a commander 
of five hundred men, though he seldom, had more than half 
the number under his orders ; and he was employed in ser- 
vices which required more of boldness 'and despatch than 
judgment, like that in which he had so fortunately assisted 
Ibrahim Khan and myself. 

For the rest, blessed with 'ah easy temper, my worthy 
host consoled himseifibr slow promotion, by enjoying him- 
self as well as circumstances would permit ;, and it must 
be allowed that he never permitted care to prey upon his 
spiri^||or his health. H^e was at this time about forty years 
of age ; his person more inclined to fulness than that of 
most Persians ; he had a florid complexion, a handsome 
good-humoured countenance,. dark eyes, and a high nose, 
with red lips and white teeih, always breaking forth in a 
smile through the waves, of his full black beard* Such 
was the person and the character of my good host ; who 
now observing that evening was drawing ni^h, lefl me, in 
order to pay his respects to the General, and receive his 
orders for t4 morrow. 

For my part, as.it would have bden too soon to have 
accompanied him to the presence, I amused myself in stray- 
ing through the eamp, and looking at the troops, who were 
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* 



asseDibling id parties for the eveaing muster^ 6t exathinihg 
every thing around me with a curiosity proportioned to its 
novelty. ^ Nor did I forget to visit my faithful ateed, whiich 
now, under the care of Cossinr AUee, who bad constituted 
himself meerachor^'* or master of the horse, enjoyed as 
much'.as its master its relaxation from fatigue. 



CHAPTJGR XIX. 



FIBST FBUITS. 



HtJssvN AxLEB Beg' returned' ta the tent bj the hour of 
evening prayer, and soon.afterwas joined by one or two of 
his friends, attracted, perhaps, as much by curiosity ta see 
his guest, as to bear the particulars of. our adventures, 
which had been a good deal talked of in camp. For my 
part, I was so eager to become better acquainted with the 
new world on which I was entering, that every opportunity 
of seeing and hearing delighted me, and I drank In greedily 
with eyes and ears all that passed around me.- 

What a different race of beings have I got among ! was. 
the thought that perpetually occurred to ipe, at every thing 
I saw and heard; What an elegant, what a polite, what a 
refined people ! How superior to the rough Toorkomans ! 
how ^ rety unlike them in manners, features, babits ! In- 
stead of the dingy, sandy hue of the Desert tribes, the 
complexions here were in every variety of tint, from 
sallowness to the dark ruddy hue of health, and then^^ost 
to black ; but all were set off with dark eyebrows anothick 
black beards, piercing black eyes and high noses, in place 
of the small Calmuck pig's eyes, flat misshapen noses, and 
scaiity ' bristles,* serving in ptace of beard and mustachios. 
The distinguishing characteristics were strongly marked, 
yet they admitted of infinite variety in feature, and express 
sion. 

The difference of dress was not less remarkable. In 
place of the sheepskin cloak or jacket, and the brown 
woollen or striped stuff gown of the Toorkomans, covering 

* LiteraUy, lord of the stable, i. e. master of the hOFse. 
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a coarser Test, or perhaps a shirt of blue eotton or grey 
woollen<^all 'girt loosely about thetn with a rag, a leather, 
belt, or aqy girdle they anight get hold <^^ — instead of the 
rough fijir cap, black, brown, or grey, coarsely made up* 
from the bides of their own sheep; the rough leather 
boots, or, in default of theni^ the rag .wound about their legs 
and forced into a shoe like a leather bag ; — inistead of all 
these coarse and mean habiliments, what,a rich variety of 
dress was here! Nader, it is trde, was himself plain in his 
apparelvbut, as he rose in. fortphe and dignity, he did not- 
dislike to sea his officers make an. imposing and gal- 
lant appearance. In his caipp, therefore, might be 
seen the rich pehsses of shawls or sitk, or broad cloth of 
Europe, lined and trimmed with fur, and covering vests of 
gaily-QolQiired stuffs, spmelimes ornamented with gold and 
silver lace r there was the flowing barbunee, or wrapping 
cloak, o^en of scarlet bloth, with rich epabroidery ; tte 
smart oem'ah,,or. xidi'ng Qoat, with its ample skirts, and 
sleeves throwi)-. back over the shoulders ; and the warm 
kuleedjah, or fur jacket, with half sleeves, only serving to 
cover the Ijody. Then there were the handsome girdles 
of shawl, either frdm Kerniaun,, or Cashmere, according 
to the wearer's nieans ; the blue or red silk shirts, and 
trowsers of various colours^ descending below the skirts of 
the vest, even to the ankles ; there was the smart green 
high-heeled slipper, which in camp inno're frequently gave 
place to plain brown leather, shod with pieces of bone ; or to 
boots of Russian or red Hamadan Jeather. Above all, 
there was the lofty four-peaked crimson ca,p, the military 
head-dr% of Persia, which, worn by a crowd^ had a re- 
markably gay appearance ; and the small turbans'-of shawl 
or coloured muslin, that were wrapped around these caps, 
increased the . variety and brilliancy of the effect. If to 
aU this be added the more warlike figures galloping about 
in brilliant coats of mail and bright stee] caps surmounted 
by a long sharp pike, and upon richly harnessed horses ; 
the glittering arms of every kind, the spears, the scymetars, 
the battle-axes, and the matchlocks, that flashed back the 
rays of the sun from every sidcy-^-some idea may be form« 
ed of the impression made b)r such a scene on one who 
bad never witnessed any more imposing spectacle than th^ 
array of a Toork6man j)lundering party, 
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But if I w^ dazzled by the giftety of their dress^ I was 
stiU more impressed by the remarkable diiOference in man- 
ner and address between my new friends and old 
associates,. My friend Selim, aiid. it may be, a few other 
individuals in our camp, were men. of dispositions natural- 
ly mild and gracious, particularly when compared with 
the boisterous bluntness of Omer Khan, and. the majority 
of his countrymen. But I had qow fallen into the socteQ^ 
of men who maintained such a suavity of manfier — 
so warm, and almost poetiqal a flow of compliment tcToach 
other, that I was at first overpowered and confounded. 
Every observation, however -trivial,, was prefaced by- some 
flattering expression ; ef^ry action, seemed to be studied, 
every motion in some degrefe constrained. The yety atti- 
tudes of sitting were to rae so new and painful, that I 
scarce could follow the example of my host. I was forced 
Xq sit upon my heels, instead of ^rosd-legged, as was our 
usual custom ; and to show the smallest ghmps^ of a footy 
was, I understood, the heigl^t of ill-breeding. At -meids, 
the lefl hand lay Under the eame proscription ; and l of^eii 
ihoaght of the good sheep's-heads we sometimes had to 
tear asunder in. the tenf of Oiner Khan, and miarvelled 
how we should have accomplished suCrh a feat^ restricted 
as we were here to the use of one hand. 

The same fbtters seemed ^ven to be placed on conver- 
sation ; I discovered that when any thing was to be said, 
instead of coming at once to the point, it Was considered 
polite to use a world of oircumlocution, which, in my opi- 
nion, very much weakened the force of what one had to 
say. I was never to speak in^he first person ; i Address- 
ing an equal, I was to denominate myself his serv&nt, his 
slave ; if a superior, I was to be his sacrifice ; while those 
addressed on the other hand, were to be my lords, my mas- 
ters, the proiectors of the poor, the shadow of the unfor- 
tunate, &c., whether they had any right to such titles or 
not. These things, to my rough Toorkoman apprehen- 
sion, were absurd and' troublesome shackles on social 
intercourse, and I began to despair of ever being consider- 
ed any other than « rude and vulgar savage. 
' Many of these, reflections arose fi'om what I had seen 
this day, and the conversations I had ah-eady listened to ; 



imd until custoin jnade everj thing familiar, Chey were 
strengthened bf all ! heard and saw. The intercourse be^ 
tweeii Hussun Allee Beg ^nd his friends this night was of 
this description., and gave me no small amusement. 

" Enterv enter. I you. are welcome^ very .welcome, my 
lords, my dear friends, the Hght of ray eyes ! — ^you expand 
my heart with joy — you bring happiness, along with you ; 
by my soul I by Jthe head of my father ! you are welcome : 
how are your ifbble healths J."* — " May the. favour of my 
lord never Jbe less I — may your^reasure^ increase !— -may your 
noble pfo6perity endure, please God !-^Your slaves enjoy 
good health,^ they are happy in seeing yoiir honour well!*' 
Such,^ and such-like, were tiie replies that were poured by 
the guests upon their l\o8t. ^^ And your lordship, too, is 
welc<>me home — you have been missed — ^your place has 
been very empty— :youif return diffuses happiness.'' " You 
have been pleased to ordain great favour to your ^slave," 
replied HussUn Allee.; ^his head is exalted by ii !— his 
gratitude is great ; — and your noble honours are quite 
Well, perfectly free Ifirom complaint ?"»^-" Alhumdulillah ! 
Alhumdulillah !^'t — ^' It is fortunate that you say so ; 
may the blessing continue !'* All this time they were " 
standing up bowing and smiling at each other, and Hussun 
Allee now ushered them' to seats at the upper end of the 
tent. "Pray let my lords be seated^— pray occupy this 
place."--" No, by no means, not so high." " Your slave 
entrfeats."— -" No, God forbid ! I cannot sit there, it is my 
lord's place ; — ^let your servant represent in your service."^ 
" No, lio, by no means : — I could not think of it : — far be' 
it from- me I" — " Well, then iny lord Caleb Allee Khan 
will sit here, his servant will sit here opposite." — ^" You 
have ordained well." — " Bismillah IJ Bismillah !" and they 
all sat down, were silent a moment dr twe, till they settled 
themselves in due order ori the numuds, and then the same 

* This andthe whole of the foUowing dialogue is a literal translation 
of the phrases of salutation and welcome commonlv made use of upcHi 
occasions of Tisits and meetings jof acquaintances m Persia. Perhaps 
this excessive appearance of ceremony and politeness is oneireason for 
their haying obtained theitppellation^of ''The French of the East.^' 

t Thank Gk>d ! Thank God *. 

X '* In the name of God !» Generally ejaculated before sitting dowj>, 
rising up, eating, drinkiiig, oi> any of the moat ordinal^ acts. 
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Compliments V inqairiesv and replies, (word for word 
alti^ost,) were repeated, until, in compliaqpe with the cpn- 
sitant custom* at all visits, the ealleeoons* were, brought, 
which occasioned another silence^ 
> The Tborkci^^an pipes ure rude jnachihQS : a i:eed.atuck 
into a rough piece of^burnt clay,, or* a clumsy wooden 
bowl, often answers their purpose. The splendid callee- 
oons, mounted witji^ silver and enamel, whidh were used 
by the Persian officers,- were equally new to me ^ith every 
thing else. , They w^cte handed, to the guests by youths 

X handsomely dressed, with red cheeks, darjk eyes, fin^ arch- 
ed eyebrows, and long locks hanging down on either side 

"the head in' gentle curls ^ each of thesis blooming pipe- 
bearers, aa he approached his caaster, drew. ^ few quick 
whifis in order to light the tobacco w$ll, and then Ming 
off the pipe-head with the tobacco from the upright stalk, * 
to let the sifnok^ he had drawn pass clear away before hia 

' master should begin to iphale it,^he presented the instru- 
ment with a low ob^sance. . . 
When the pipes were removed, conversation was gradu- 

, 'ally resumed^ and proceeded in a somewhat less constrain- 
ed tone than at first." ^^ In a happy hour hast thou return- 
ed to camp, Hussun Allee Beg !'^ said Babram Allee 
Khan, the commander t>( a troop of Affshars and Jalloyers 
from the neighbourhood of Kelaat. ^^ By the head of the 
Prophet ! -thou hast made thy face white, thy deeds hav& 
been fortunate, apd thy fame will be great: — thou hast 

. performed an action of infinite merit, and the General is 
eternally obliged to thee for this ; he owes thee a khelut,t 
at least I But by thy soul I conjure thee ! let us hear how 
it happened r teH us the particulars, for Caleb Allee Beg 
and I are dying to know all about it !'* ^^ Oh, friends P' 
replied Hussun Allee : ^' you do me honour ; your favour 
is mor^ than I deserve ; ajnd your praises are as a crown 
to the head of your servant, as water from the rivers of 
Paradise to his soul ! What should he represent to you ? 

* Pipes. 

t Kheluts are dreBses of honour giTen by kings and prinees to iflferl- 
ors ; and consist generally of a sutt of dress-clothes, but sometimes of 
other thfaigs, — as a hone, a suit of armour, or money. A ftiU khelut 
includes not only a dress and arms, but a hone and its harness* 
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his story is short. , The soul of the great Nader^ as you all 
know, fearless for himself, was raeSedwith alairm for the 
safety of bis vaUant brother, whom he languished to be- 
hold again. The lover, in despair^ ^ries aloud to his ab- 
sent mistress^ — ^ £ am full of sadness ; night after night do 
I pine to be near thee ! coqae, my belov^ return, to bless 
the arms gf thy /Vf retched friend!'— 'Among the rest, I re- 
ceived orders to proceed with fifty matchlocks and as 
many spear§, down the Dehineh Dereguz.'^ 

HerjB Hnssun AUee recountlsd all that I hare already 
^ written ; detaitifig the particulars with tolerable accuracy, 
and by no means detracting from the zeal and boldness of 
his party. But if he too^.suAcient credit to himself, he as 
certainly attributed ouf foil share of 'merit to Ibrahim and 
myself ; he eialted us into perfect heroes \ Zal, Rooslum, 
and IsfUndeac,* were hardly fit to be compared with us t 
and I sat blushinig with sham^ and confusion. Had I been 
better acquainted with my countrymen, L should ha?e 
known that no more was meant fa^ my good host in all 
this, than that, in his opinion, we -had done our best under 
ail drcumstances, and fought manfully. 

The others were not slow in re-echoing his corapliqaents ; 
exclamation succeeded exclamation, and to th^r praises 
there were no bounds. ^^ La-illah-e-ilullah!"t cried one, 
^^ what a desperate affair ! iWhat would have become of 
us, if the Zohire-u-dowlut had been taken, by the Toorko- 
raans ? there would have been a catastrophe ! Mash-allah! 
Hussun AUee, what good fortune is yoUrsf" exclaimed 
qne, ^^ And what capital good use he makes of it too !" 
interrupted another. ^*' Our friend is always at hia post — 
always in his duty l" Rejoined the firstt *' Jnsh-alhih l{ the 
General will reward him for it P' said the second. M And 
this young hero, this Isroael — praise be to Allah that sent 
us. such a pehlewan!|| how did become by all this skill 
and boldness ? where has his fortunate path been till now ? 

* Heroes of the Shah N&meb, tii& odebimted heroie poem of Fer- 
dousee. 

t *' There is no God but God P' The first sentence of ttie Mahome- 
dan confession of faith, constantly in $heir mouthdi, as an exclamation of 
admiration or amazement. .. 

I Please God. H Hero-~champion. 

16 



What ! iva3 it six of the Toorkpraans that ^ycra kilfed f '— ' 
"Your fl^vaot cannot sayiiow many i"-r-^'' Bs^rickilkh l** 
what modesty I list^ to that. Bttt you shot the fellow that 
was gCiing to spear the Zohire-u-dowlut ?"— " Your servant 
was so fortunate !"-^" La-Ulah-e-iliillah I may Jomx pros- 
perity increase !^may your atof es be ipul^plied, young man t 
We are fortunate in your society ; you are a light to our 
steps,, and a^ sWord to bur hands ; -and your shadow will 
protect the weak t" With such extravagant expressions 
did they continue to perplex me- a* intervals^ until I was 
happily relieved by the entrance of oiiV, evening meal. 

The same young servants having laid, upon the carpel 
before us a cloth, f»ll of the stains of former, feasts, and 
never was{ied for fbar of ill-luck, brought in-a brazen basin, 
and ewer of cold water, and kneeting ^ot?n on bne knee, 
poured a little upon each of^our right hands as we held 
them one after another over the ba3in ; — this slighjk ablation 
prepared ud for our meal ; then were flaps of breiaid laid 
down .before each guest, and two large metal trays were 
brought in, containing an ample quantity and variety of 
good pillaw, and sweet and sour stews, with other good 
things, and a bowl of excellent sherbet. Silence ensued,, 
and all of us settling ourselves well forward, aKid .bending 
over, the dislies, buried .<)ur hands ixi the savouty food. 

When we had satisfied, our appetites, and washed our 
bands in warm water,, we sat ourselves back upon ,the good 
felt carpets^ and each assuming the> most comfortable atti- 
tude he could, we called for our c^leeoons, and began to 
talk more at ease. The conversation now turned upon 
the state of the. country, and the duty we should probably 
be called on to perform next. ^^ Is it true,'' asked Qussun 
AUee, "that the Shah has left Bostam, and is onliis way 
hithct ?"-^" WuUah rt>ried Bahram Allee Khan, « arc 
you so ill-informed ? Have you not heard,- then. Chat the 
§bah has already reached Jahjerm, on his way to Khaboo- 
shan, in hopes of being joined by the Koords of that dis- 
trict ? and that Hussun AUee Khan has- again been sent to 
solicit the General to lose no. time in joining' the royal force 
at Ktabooshan ? This force consists of about four thou- 
sand men, chiefly of the Kadjer tribe from Astrabad and 
♦Well done. fHeaTCiui! God! 
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MaxUilderaD, o£ whom abofiit oae-half may be Iror^men 
poorly mounted, the rest Serbau2, or foot Soldiers armed 
.^ith swords, spears, and bows, and jMU'h&ps a' few maCch- 
iocks. ' They are commanded by that haughty fellow Fu- 
teh AUee K.bao, pneprthe principal Kudjer ehie&; who Is 
reported not tp be ov^-well disposed .to the expedition." 

V^~And what news fimn Mushed f' inquired Hussun Al- 
lee. ''- Wbat is Malek Hahmood about ?"—« We hear," 
replied the otber, ^^ that Malek Mahn^od; when lie learned 
that the Shah was feaHy approaohing, advtahced from Mu- 
dhed by, forced marches, to meet him andf force him to fight 
before he could form a junction with . ouf. General, whom 
he , believed to be scarcely returned from M erve ; but, b% 
i^l^tn formed, of his near approach^ he has thought proper 
to retreat back to bis den, and we shall probably havig-to 
force him from behind the wails of Mushed, "-r^'^ And what 
have'ycm on your part gathered respecting the Chief of Di- 
room and his allies, the Tekeh and Tamoot dogs? We 
know that they have scoured the Attoek^ but it was sup- 
posed that the check giv^n to the rebels of Sheer wan and 
Gootphooloo, with the capture smd^punisbment of the Sfaad- 
ioo chiefk, would intimidate them and drive them back." 
*^ I believe that has, in reaUty been the case,^' replied Hus- 
sun Ailee r ^\we could hear of nothing beyond, parties of 
forty or fifty horsemen, and neither the Zohire-u-dowlut, 
nor the scouts from camp,, have collected any -information 
that would lead to the belief of any junction: having been 
formed, or any general plan of attack having been project- 
ed.. The prisoners ^e brought in haye been separately 
interrogated, and. they could tell of no rendezvous except 
that appointed for their own particular tribe." 

We were conversing thu5, when an attendant hastily en- 
tered, to say that a Yessawul* of the,Gener^i*s desired to 
speak with Hussun Allee Beg and his guest. The curtain 
of the tent was immediately lifted, and two persons enter- 
ing, we recognized one of Nader's favourite yessawuls, at« 
tended by one of the body-giiards. 

" Salaam Aleicoom !"t said he^^-** Aleicbom Salaam!" 

- • ' ■» -^ 

* Usher, ormaster of cerexiKmies. 

t " Peace be with you »" and ** With yott be peace !" the Mahome- 
dau salutation and reply. 
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returned Hiig9an AJtoe, standing np with respect, «< peace 
be'with yoQ-^yott^Me weleoioe — ^your presence brings us 
bonour— be seated.*^ 

After sL few. more compHmenis, the .Ycissawul thus ad- 
d'ressi^ my host. ^^ Bebold in me a ipesseffger of good 
tidings to your guest. He has found favour in the sight 
of his highness the Genera^ and I come by his Highness* 
orders to inform him^ tbdt he has been appointed one of 
the ghokums, or confidential military guards of his High- 
neds' person. And as the young Ismael cannot be proiri- 
ded with the means of equipping himself suitably for sucb 
a situation, his Highness has farther be«n pleaded to pre- 
sent him with this full assortment of ctotliea and necesaa-. 
ries ; and adds thereto this light coat of :mai], suited to hii^ 
youth, a sword of true Khora^anee tem|>er« and a spear 
with a bow and arrows such a^.his best archers bear ; bid-, 
ding liim remember ' that he- has once seen him us^ ihemr 
and may* soon require his skill again. Moreover.* the Ge- 
neral sends this matchlock brought from Rooip ;* witli 
such he arms his favourite guprds,;^-he says, that the eye 
which so truly directs .an arrow cannpt fail to aim with 
equal certainty the more deadl^ ball : , he bids young Isma- 
el strive to learn the art of using this:weapk>n, that he may 
compete with his companions in the service t yea, that he 
may surpass, them. Finally, his. Highness, knowing that 
youth may have wants Whic6 food and. clothes alone will 
not supply* and willing to see -his confidential servants in- 
dependent and conlfortable, sends this purse containing 
twenty gold tomauos, coufiselling him to be wise and care- 
ful so to use them as to do him credii^-^bis Highness asks 
no more. Such is my message ; and Ismael is required 
to attend inuster at his Highness* tent to-morrow morning 
after prayiers. ■ But his commanding officer is here, and I 
need say no more.'* .^ . 

Surprise kept the ^arty silent while the Yessawul spoke. 
Of all situations in the service, that of a gholaum was moist 
earnestly sought afler by all young men of spirit and pre- 
tensions ; ahd was the most difficult to be obtained. In 
all services of confidence and trust, on ail missions of a 
profitable nature, gholaums were the persons employed : in 
* Turkey — Constantinople ; so called by the Persians, 
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Action they foyglit arooad the person of their chief, and 
while sharing with him the post of dunger,*the3^ enjoyed the 
fullest opportunity of dminguishing tlrenidelYes in hid sight. 
Tbat^a perfect 'Stranger, known but by one Ineky action,; 
a raw youth ^esh from the deserts of the KaracoUoi,^ should 
thus at once h6 promoted to a station so enviable, struck 
all the party with astonishment ; nor was their surprise di- 
minished when they regarded the messenger sent to an- 
nounce the^apppointtnent :->-rthe General's Xes^awal himself, 
attended by obe of his guards'too 1 afid^with such a pr^ent : 
— ^it conU only be regarded as a Khelu^— a dress of honour. 
The whcde wa9 puzzling to them v but they had learned to 
regard (he decisions of H^&der so much as^ the iktts of a sa- 
perior being, «nd bad so implicit a confidence in hii^ judg- 
inent, that thiey never thought 'ofqtiestfoning my qualifica- 
tion for thi& office,; and it produced the gratify inff effect of 
obtaining for me a degree of consideration which could 
not be indifferent' to youth of my age and inexpfsrience. 

My joy at the good fortjjne that had .befkllen me was very 
considerable ; but I was not so fglly aware of its extent as 
to be at all bewildered by it. I felt the General'^ generosity, 
however, in the handsome present he had sent me, and after 
Hussun Allee bad- replied to the message of his Highness 
in good set terms, I stood up and returned iny thanks for 
bis munificence in much plainer but warmer language ; 
aqd so it seemed to be thought, for it called forth many 
compliments from all parties. The cornpany then Ending 
their tongiies, gave vent to their astonishment, but took care 
to. Boflen what might b& offensive to me, by interlarding it 
with 'many congratulatory observations, aiid many assurances 
that I well deserved my goOd fortune, ever and anoo ejacu« 
lating praises of his Highness, who so well knew how to 
distinguish and reward merit. 

At last, Caleb Allee Beg, the Koolevaghassee,!^ my fu- 
ture commatider, who had spoken but little, turning to me 
said gravely, — "Compliments are well enough, my young 
friend, among common acquaintances, and may pass upon 
common occasions ; but when people are sincere, such 

* *''Black «and ; " i. e. Desert o^applied to the Desert on the eairteur 
$ideof the Caspian sea. 

t Commatider of tte slaves— ibat Is. the gholatitlks or tuardi.. 

16*^ 
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flummery is nnsplaced and ri£caIo}£3. I h^ve lieard of 
th^e from Ibrahim Beg, who is not the man to laugh at 
on^'s beard, and who knows a brave leHow froHi a hen- 
hearted coward better than most men« Thou- art now to 
be under my command; and thou wtlt not fint) leidbra to 
ait thee -dawn aitd twine garlands M flowers. Thy com- 
panions are y6utbfl of spirit; lion-eaters;. brave feDows, 
<bat fear not the cannon v^hen it spits forth fire and baU» ; 
but be thou henceforward whi(t thou hast shown thyself td 
the Zohire-Urdowlul, and there needs no more— t;by coiH'^ 
panions win be proud of the&«-thy coinmander vnll be thy 
tt^ue friend, and thOu wilt secure that which will. repay every 
ibil, thC) esteem and favour of Nader." 
. i rose respectfully,^and thanked the Koolevagh^issee for his 
frank and friendly advice ; and then turning to the Yeasawult 
repeated my thanks for the good news he had i>rought me, 
profiering at the. same time fiVe of the gold pie<ies he had 
brought me. But iie positively declmed accepting any 
thing froln me^— ^^N^o," said he, ^^ I know thy present- cir- 
cumstances tpo well ; thou art a brave youth-, 'and the ser- 
vice thou hast done to the Zohire-u-dowlut binds every 
servant of his bro0)er to^love Uiee. Besides, to tell thee 
the truth, I hiave been commanded 1^ his Highness to fore- 
go on this occasion the perquii^e which we Persians, ser- 
vants of the great, almost itivarilftbly expect, as thou thyself 
wilt soon discover. I cannot receive thy offered gift j here* . 
after it may^ perhaps be thy turn to serve me^ fbr fortune 
is changeaMis, and too often it id to-day a kh^ha^ to-mor- 
row the feliclt^, I must bow take my leave ;. may God 
protect thee, apd you all I" - So saying,,the Yessawul de- 
parted, and the rest of the party soon after followed. 

^\ La-illah-e-ilullah !"t exclaimed Hussun Allee Beg, as 
we spread our 6arpets on Uie floor : ^^ see what it is to have 
a happy kismut (fate.) MaAy a day have I fought for Ibra- 
him ithan^ and his brother also ; and many a Toorkoman's 
and Koord's. head have I cloven. with my scymetar ; but 

* Khehitf a. dress of honour.— Feltdb, a.beam with a noose on it, ia 
which the feet of ^tliose who are to undergo the bastinado are fastened. 
The saying, which is iUuBtrative df fhe frequent changes of fortune in 
Persia, is often literally fulfilled. 

f There is no God, hut God f— -sl^e page 177. 



wben* did khekils and af^pmntii^ents showet^ down upon me 
in tliia way ? Mash-allah ! agfaoljaCum ! well^ well, tbou art a 
fortunate youth, I say again ; but thou dedervest it, and I 
enyy thee not- — why should I ? I ^m well enough o£[^I 
have a good horse, ^ sharp sword, and good clothes, nor is 
the <^ypress waist and the stag^lik&eye elhtirdy a stranger 
to 'Huds\in' All^. . I enjoy the d&y^ for, as the poet says, 
^ Who knows: whether we shall ha?e streams as clear, and 
Uowers^ as sweet in Paradise, as there are here on earth ? 
therefore, leave o^e and enty to fools, and let us be- happy 
while we may i' — ^Oet thee to sleep, youth^-r-get thee tQ 
sTeep-rA gholamn,.truly! La-iilahre-iTulIahr' - \ -\ 



CHAPTER XX* 

THE SHAH. 

Nsxi? morning, after examining the present 1 had re- 
ceived, and adfniring the several articles of which it con- 
sisted- — riches entirely new to me — -l dressed myself in the 
suit of clothes provided for me, and taking my arms salliecl 
forth to the quarters of. Caleb Allee Beg. : I found him 
mustering somts of bia-^men, e^^anltning the condition of 
their arms, ands appointing them' their several duties. He 
received me kindly, and; made me acquainted with some of 
my future companions, recommending me to observe and 
join them at their exercisesv 

While thus employed, a stir' began to rise. in the camp^ 
we observed ^veral of the officers positing, towards the. 
General's^uarters, and in a short while Qaleb Allee himself 
was sent for. This broke up our meeting, and I accom^ 
panied my eommander to the presence. 

There was a number of persons collected around and in 
front of the audience tent, where Nader was seated, and 
from these we learned the cause af the bustle^ It appear- 
ed that the Shah, hq^Ving at length arrived in the neigh- 
bourhood of Khi^boos^ati, was joined, as had been antici- 
pated, by the. Koprds of that place, with . Nujjulf Koolee 
Beg^ their chiefs at their head.. The Shah received them 
graciously, and all was going on well, when, instigated, ad has 
been alleged, by the general of his array, Futeh ADee 



184 ADVBNTtitES OF 

Rbaa Kudjer, he issued some extravagant er iioreaso&aUe 
orders to NujjuffKooIee Beg. That c^ief^it wits said, 
flatly refused to.obey tbem, upon wbieh the Shab, exas- 
perated at bis insolence, and fartber inflamed by the mis- 
representations of FoUeb AlleeKfaah, ordered the Koordish 
Crbief to be seiz^ and his bead struck ofil 

The Kpords, filled with indignation at^the loss of their 
chief, and uncertain hair much farther the torrent of. de- 
struction might extend, left, the camp and renbuneedr their 
adlegiance to the Shah ; but on fiirtber reflectibn,eon8ider- 
itig their Ofen weakness, they resolved npon landing depu- 
ties to Nader, to solicit his -protection and advice in tlib 
dilemma. These deputies had just , arrived in camp^ and 
the news they^ brought was the cause of the ferment we 
had obseryed. 

For some time I could not get a glimpse of. the Oenetai, 
who was surrounded by his. officers, all anxioqsly iistenirig 
to what was passing ; for Nader' had i^Q- interest in con- 
cealing the news,..so that the assembly was a public dne. 
At last^I made good my. ways &nd joined 'sonie others of 
the gholaums, who were standing in attendance, aiid ob- 
tained a full view of the interior of the tent.-. The General 
was seated as I had before seen him, hut hia aspect was 
altered ; his brow was furrowed into wrinkles of dispieasore, 
and the expression of his eye was dark and gloomy. He 
bad changed his ordinary dress too for a more milttary garb: 
a coat of mail glittered (>eneath his cloaks and instead of 
the turban he wore the common cap of the soldiery. Hid 
brother Ibrahim, and one or twoihoreT)ld officers, sat near 
him.; and opposite to thenh were placed the Koordish de- 
puties, who,, having told.' their tale, were answering such 
questions as he put t;o them from time to time. 

It was plain that Nader was greatly displeased ; and not 
less evident that he took little pains to conceal it. In truth, 
as the occurrences in question tended to throw odium upon 
Futeh Allee Khair, who bore him no good will, and to con- 
trast his own prudence and moderation favourably with the . 
Shah^s improvident rashness, he scrupled not to enlarge 
upon all that had passed. 

«' Thisisa brave business, is it not, my friends? Stakhferul- 
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lahl^ .A ga^ant man,. Ihe chief .of a valiant tn!>e, and 
loyal too, ret^eives a most indefinite, an uoofficerrlike or- 
der—to (Booipiy with whicb, indeed^ his force i? totally^ in- 
adequate irr^eremoostrates: his remonstrance is set down 
as a refusal ; and -before he. has time to -explain, off goes 
his ii^ead t This is^lhe method by which ^a prince in distress 
endeai^ofirs ta attach adiiereOls; Harikiliah 4^— he will find 
too' late^ if be goes on in this'' course v that he has caught 
th<» bare blade' in his b^nd ihstea'd Of. the hilt. But it is not 
the Shah^s doing,-^weak though ^he be, he has not this 
ibSy to answer for ; it; is that accorsed Kudjer Futeh AUee 
Khan who has^mialed^him by falsehoods ; it is he who has 
eatea dirt.f What think you, tbrahrm ? — What think you^ 
Shahveidi-Beg;?. this wretched Nujjuff Koolee *^Beg was 
orderied to ride to the gates of Mushed, and keep the 
Seiestanee and his whole «rhiy in check, with his handfut 
of Koorda.' Allah il Allah! Why should a chief be ex- 
pected to lead the flower, of his tribe to certain destruction, 
for no other end than to promote the intrigues of a. cursed 
KMdjer old Woman ?^. But bis -timo is -drawing nigh; he 
will pay for all this.^ We must march to Kbabopshan to 
meet the Shah, and* that -without delay. • Jn two liours the 
camp moves on to Meyabdeh; let thesoldier^ take a slight 
refi'eshment, let the bi^age and tents be packed up in- 
stantly, and let every corps march in' its visual order. Offi- 
cers t ^ou are dismissed^^-see that th^e orders are exe- 
cuted;'* 

The Khans, Begs, Himbashees^ and other oQcers, now 
led the tent, and 'soon the ihcreilsed huni and bustle gave 
token of preparation-: the soldiers and camp-foMowers 
might . be seen rQpning to and firp, and the tents here and - 
there falling, were rolled up into bundles fit to be placed 
on camels ; but stiH the- General remained dictating to 
several Meer2as,who were seated And' writing in the tent. - 
Caleb Alice, as was his duty, remained in presen6e, and 
ever and anon' received a hasty order, which sent a gho- 
laum galloping like lightning from the camp. ^ At length his 
Highness' eye lighted on me. ^^Hal^ my young archer!'* 
said he, ^^ how like you my choice of service? ateyouooa*^ 

* "May" God aTertit!'*--an oath equivaleDtto the Englisb '^Zounds >» 
t A common Version exjn-easion for telling fataehood, 9r making su8« 
representations, ' J Comijjandera of a~ thousand m«n» 
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tent? Biit I need not ask, I d^eit mjuMireyes. Fear 
,not, there will be full scope for all your energy ; but you are 
too raw yet* I'he. eagle herself imps her wing -at lower 
flights ere sb^ soars towards the sun. A stirring hour is 
coming, aee and prepare for it, At presept, you ^ are dis- 
missed, ^et you to your quarters, and be ready .for the 
maLTch.'' 1 bowed }oW| uttered'Sooie expes$ion8 of gratitude 
and entire devotedness, ai)d jc^uitted the iedt. 

By<this time, the ciinip was adl in oiotioo, tents falHng 
apace, Ipads ready, rouieis^and oameb with their tinkling 
bells, set-down in -circles waiting for their bprdens ; the 
^ servants having packed up the yekdans, ^niufiru&hes,* and 
joals,* were eating up the fragments left by their masters ; 
and now, the troops having swallowed their hasty break- 
fast, began to form in-their respective corps; The greater 
part of the force consisting of ca^ralry, made a* glorious 
show ; for the horses were excellent and well-appointed, 
and the men welkarined, and in good order. Bannerai 
spears, and matchlocks, with steel caps,.ahd coats of mail, 
glittered every wherein restless .splendour. 

Hussun Allee was not th0 last in readinesif. I found bis 
.tent all packed-.up, and* Cossum Allee in po$se8sionof my 
little bf^ggage, waiting my orders. I-;dow discovered that 
arrangements had been made for me in the equipage as- 
signed to the gholaums, and that! was to* share a small tent 
with two other young men, to whom I iiad been introduced 
this morning. My baggage, that is to say, the.ciolbes I 
bad brought fi*6ni the Desert; with the carpet and' cloak I 
slept in, took: their place along With the head and beel- 
ropes,. and other horse*gear of my companions, upOn a 
mule, their joint property, to which I was expected to con- 
tribute something in time. They were go6d.-humoured, 
careless fel]o>wa« and we had every prospect of getting on 
pleasantly together. 

At length the drums began to beat, and the army to 
move* Our post was close by ihe GeneraPs person, who 
rode near the head of the line, but' behind the advanced- 
guard, ^ surrounded by his officers and household. The 
UgholauniB followed, and then the rest of his guards ; after 
. them the cannon, of which there were three pieces, I 

t TrareDingtrunksy and bags of varioiis kind?. 
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W&s deiighteil beyond all description or control with 'every 
tbing around me. I found myself in a situation dazsUng 
beypnd my brightest hopes, and could tbiidi of nothing 
but conquests apd. glory. -Scarce x^ould I reprofs my 
bounding spirits, otl^ee)) in the sober order of the. march ; 
I enyied every horseman who darted past us with orders 
or on other duty, and iain .would have expended aome part 
of ^y superfluous energy in a good hard gallop^, 

We lek pur gronrid at nine in. the morning, and about 
four in the afternoon the tLdvftnce of oui' HnjB of -march 
reached their ..ground at Mcyabdeh, . alter u march of 
seven furlongs, or about. twenty<«igfat miles; but the 
tents^ baggage, and camp^ibUowers, did. not al) come, up 
for three hours. after. i 

In tho morning, Nader bad an interview with the chiefs of 
the discontented Ko6pds,in which he consoled them for their- 
misfortune, and promised them his protection, conferring 
a present of congratiilation upon Sam Beg, who succeeded 
the murdered Nujjeff Koolee Beg, as. chief of the tribe. 

The same day the army marched to the neighbourhood of 

ELhabooshan, near which place the Shah*s cainp was pitch- 

.ed; and it was arranged that his Majesty should receive 

the homage of bis highness the General on. the following 

day. 

Brilliant and novel spectacles now daily presented them- 
selves to my ga2e. The Shah of Persia ii-^how often had 
I listened to tales of his wealth, his magnificen<;e, his 
teirrible power I. and now I was about to witness all in his 
sacred person. I had heard so much of the splendour of 
his appearance, and the brilliancy of his attendance, that 
iny imagination was quite at fault to suggest an adeqqate . 
idea -of either ^ so I awaited the truth, with a mind totally 
unoccupied by any preconceived idea regarding it. 

Early in the morning the camp was all in motion ; tjb6 
tenfs and baggage remained' as they were, but the troops 
were drawn but in their best array. The time of meeting 
was appointed for an hour before noon, but it was calcula- 
ted that the previous ceremonies would occupy the whole 
intervening time. The camp of the Shah wqjs distant 
about five miles; and Nader intended to proceed to it 
with an escort, composed of his choicest troops^ amount- 
ing to aboat two thousand cavalry. 



188 ▲0V£R^V&|» OF 

The power of Nader was b^ Ibis time too great and 
well-esitablished^ ^nd the conduion o^ 'the. Sbfik much too 
dependent^ tp render it prydentor expedient for the forioner 
to affect bi]EinUt}r, ctr ^ vMl the real prosperity of his cir- 
cumstafiees by any afiectation of poverty. On the con* 
trary, a6 tiys was to be someihiq^.likie' a trial of strength 
between his rival vFuteh AUeeKhan Kudjer, and himself, 
his Highness I'ather strove to add tp; than detract from^ 
-the power and splendOiir^of his appearance. Accordingly^ 
the whole of the ghdiaums; to the number bf two-Mindred ; 
the ordinai;y guards, about four hundred /nord ; with fifteen 
hundred picked AffsharsV-Jalloyers, and Koords^ were 
drawn out in order. The ghdlamns and ^ gfuards 4n rich 
dresses and bright armour, mdunted. upon 'i^uperj) horses, 
with silver-rmouii^d harness^—^many of theni with heavy 
silver chains imd breast ornaments hung around tfaeijr hor- 
ses' necks, — armed with 'muskets orinatcbIodks,and Kho- 
riiBanee scymetars, all brightly polished, 0ia<!e a^magiiifi- 
cent show ;— '-nor was the appearance of the other troops 
greatly inferior. Nader himself chose to be plainly dress- 
ed ; he wore the Kuzzilbash cap and^a light cdat of mail 
— ^he was a Soldier, he said, and would wear a soldier's, 
garb : — his girdle was of plain Kermaun shawl,' and his 
6loak, neither very new nor handsome, was lined with 
. black lambs' skins. Well did he know how little his tall 
majestiG figure required the aid of dress. But the officers 
who accompanied him made amends • for any deficiency of 
their chief. His brother. Ibrahim, the commanders of the 
gholautns, of the musketeers, and of the artiHery, with 
Several others of rank, were splendidly equipped in armour^ 
with gallant crimson and other richly coloured doaks, and 
gay shawls around their caps. 

In this array we left our station, about nine o'clock, and 
marched slowly towards the Shah's camp, our young gal- 
lants galloping on in front or darting across the line, 
practising. the spear or the jereed, to prove the.goodne^ 
of their horsemanship. I joined in this amusement, and 
was nojt ill pleased to find my horse and myself a match (or 
the' best of them in agility and skill, if not in strength. 

. Our Course lay across some rising ground to the east of 
the small towu of Khabooshan ; and on reaching the top 
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of these, we gained sight of the royal encampment Spread 
over Jthe plain ' beiow :— there were the red serpurdehs* 
whiob surrounded the royal tents, and before them floated 
the imperial banners. Even at this distance we might see 
a busy movement among the tents ; and when their senti- 
iiels descried our column descendiag the hill, the drums 
and trumpets sounded, and the music of the royal nokara 
khanehT came floating toiwards us upon the breeze. 

Unlike the audience tent of Nader, which was open at all 
times to view, the whole of the Shah's pavilions were sur- 
rounded by an extensive enclosure of the aforesaid serpur- 
dehs, or screens, so that no* one could approach the royal 
quarters. B0fore thede, on the maidaun,| was drawn up 
a body of caValry, and a still larger number of foot soldiers . 
were ranjged in two lines on either side; " A number of 
officers and horsemen^ who- were standing in froi^ of the 
droops, now advanced to meet us, as an istackballll sent ta 
receive and welcome tlie General on the part of the Shah. 

It soon appeared that Futeh AUee Khan was not ^mong 
tbem, as ought to have been the case ; and this disrespect- 
ful neglect did not at all tend to soothe the feelings of Na- 
der towards this nobleman. All the other chief officers of 
the camp, however, came ; and a^r the customary com- 
pliipents we proceeded totvards the dur-khanBh.§ 

Our approach was regularly announced by the Chiaoo- 
shesir who went in advance ; and by the time the General 
had reached within three hundred yards of the serpurdehs, 

* Serpurdehs are screons forined of canvass stretched upon wooden 
poles, about eight feet high, and placed like a wall ardund the tents of 
princes and great men, for purposes of priyacy. 

t A band of music^ consisting of drums, trumpets, horns, £cc. is al- 
ways an appendage of royalty in the East ; it is stationed^generally in 
an apartment over the gate of the palace, and pl^ at stated bours; 
and upon all occasions of ceremony : it accompanies the King wherever 
he goes. 

I Exercising ground, or square space kept vacant before the tents of a 
prince or commander of an army. 

jl The ceremonial of sending forward a deputation to receive a great 
man on his approach to any |dace ; or perhaps, the deputation so sent, 
is itself called an Istackball. 

§ The gate of the palace, or entrance to the tent of a great mail) where 
his servants and officers await bis orders. Is called the dur-khaneh. 

If Messengers, heralds. 

.17 
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one of his Maj^ty's lords-in-waiting came forward to say 
that the Shah had impatiently awaited his arrival^ and woulci 
almost immediately be ready to recei?e\bim. . In the mean 
time,^ the troops were ordered to halt some five hundred 
yards distant ; and only the General and his officers, with 
a few of his chosen attendants — 'among whfom I had the 
good foctune to be — went forward to the-, royal tents. 
" Great men in Persia are too apt to detain their servants 
pr their suitors lotag in attendance before .granting them 
permission to enter their presence.- Thia is done, no 
doubt, to enhance the favour of admission ; but it fs uii- 
gracious, and often produces needless irritation. Notwitb- 
standing the peculiar situaj^ons of the Shah and Nader, 
that monarch could not entirely depart from this vaia af- 
fectation of state,, and unwisely^orced his Highness to wait 
nearly half an hour at the gate of the serpurdehs. Nader 
made no remark, and, indeed, the indignity Was too con- 
temptible to be taken notice of; but it did not escape ^his 
Highness. 

At length it was announced that the Shah was in ih6 
pavilion of audience; and- the first screen being' drawn 
aside, we were admitted into a small space behind another 
screen, which alone intercepted the view of his Majesty. 
The General then was permitted to advance, and each of 
us in turn came forward, making three low bows, with ^our 
hands placed upon our knees. The master of the cere- 
monies then ushered the General forward, followed by the 
chief ofincers, while his other attendants were desired to 
remain outside of those who formed the royal suite. 

The tent of audience was a large handsome pavilion of 
white, cotton, ornamented with crimson mountings, sup- 
ported on three pillars with golden balls on the top, and 
lined with yellow silk. His. Majesty was seated upon a 
sofa coyered with gold brocade, and leaned against a large 
cushion of gold cloth, embroidered with pearls. His dress 
as it appeared to me from a distance, was blazing with 
jewels ; but it only consisted of rich cloth of gold, magnifi- 
cmitly wrought into flowers with precious stones and ena- 
mel. His^rdle was covered with jewels, and his arms 
were bounp around with armlets of pearls and emeralds. 
His turban of gold muslin of India bore the royal Jikab, or 
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plume of diamonds and feathers ; round his neck was a 
collar of large pearls, from which hung a jittering orna- 
ineiit of .many coloured stones. His dagger-hilt was set 
with precious stones, as were his gold-mounted sqymeiar 
and belt, which lay- on the musnud beside him. It was k 
brilliant and novel sight in my eyes; and little did I then 
think bow dear these glittering gems were to cost him. 
On 4he one side, within the tent, stood Futeh AUee' Khan 
-^on the other, Hussun Allee Khan^ the chief minister — 
both in their robes of state: Qn the outside ^tood groups 
of royal guards, Yessawuls, Peiih-khidmuts,* executioners, 
iand (int-pitchers^ in rich dresses ; and in front, the chief 
officers of state, extended in two rows. It was altogether 
9 splendid assemblage, and, combined with the profound 
silence and ceremony observed, the spectacle it formed 
was very imposing. . 

When Nader approachedto salute the Shah, his Majesty 
|)ronounCed ,with a loud voice, *^ Khoosh amedeed !t thou 
art welcome, Nader Koolee Khan ; thy good services have 
reached the Shah'« ears, and he thuiiks thee for thy zeal.^* 
In saying these words, he m^de a movement as if to reach 
liis hand towards his Highness, who, kneeling down, took 
nnd pressed it to his forehead,^at the same time professing 
himself the humblest and most devoted of his Majesty's 
slaves. 

The conversa^on which now took place was carried on 
at too great a distance, and in too low a tone, to reach us 
where we stood ; but lifter wards we learned thi\^ the General 
bad given a full and satisfactory account of his whole conduct 
to the Shah, proving thereby his fidelity and zeal. He ven- 
tured to pass some cehsure upon his Majesty's advisers for 
their conduct towards Nujjuff Koolee Beg : be assured his 
Majesty that the Koords were now willing to devote them- 
Belves to his service, but recommended that he himself 
ehould be permitted to deal with them. He strongly urged 
the expediency of immediately advancing with the com- 
Suned forces to drive Malek Mahmood out of Mushed, of 
which expedition he would himself take the command, 
while his sacred Majesty should remain safe in camp near 
Kha.booshan ; and it was accordingly decided that the 
♦ Bodj-servants. f Welcome ! 
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troops should move forward without farther d^lay. His 
Majesty then declarec} his full approbation of ail that his 
Highness had said, assuring^him of his unreserved thanks, 
and ordering him to be presented with the full kheiut, or 
dress of honoiK, given to a khan and general of a province; 
After the usual ceremonies, the party received leave to quit 
the presence ; but orders weregiveii'that the troops should 
remain in their ranks until his Majesty should advance the 
light of his fortundte countenance, and behold the heroes 
before whom his enemies were to flee like antelopes of the 
desert^ or like leaves before the breath of autumn^ . 

This desire of his Majesty had been anticipated, and 
therelore gave rise to no other inconvenience than that of 
detaining the men inactive upon th^ groupd, exposed to the 
heat of the noonday sun. The Geiieial retired to the tent 
ofFuteh Allee Khan to partake of a slight repast, until the 
Shah should be ready ; and, indeed his Majesty gave us 
ample time to refresh o^selves, for it* was/uU two hours 
ere the trumpets announced that he was ready to mount 
his horse. This being broiught forth, and the royal retinue 
having got all in order, the Shah nfiounted, under a dis- 
charge of swivel artillery from the backs of Qamels, and, 
accompanied by the General and all his own officers and 
guards, rode forward to the ground which ^as occupied 
by our troops. 

His Majesty was evidently very much struck with the 
brilliant appearance we made, and the excellence of our 
appointments ; and though there is no>doubt that his jea- 
lousy was excited, he made many gracious compliments to 
Nader on the good order of his army. Nothing very re- 
markable, however, took place ; we escorted the Shall 
back to his tents, and then returned to camp ourselves^ 



CHAPTER XXL 

FBOMOTION. 

Early next morning th<^ army was in full march to Mu- 
shed. If we had tiot now the glitter which had been di^ 
played during our late visit to the Royal camp, we had 
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more df the busineaa-like appearance of soldiers preparing 
to dispute with a powerful enemy for a great priz^. The 
gar dppardl packed among our baggage, gave place t6 the 
well-worn working^suits of many a day's . service. The 
horsemen bound behind them such stores of provender as 
w^e sufficient to render them independent of the' heavy 
baggage; the infantry loaded themselves with ammunition 
and provisions ; and all, arranged in their separate corps, 
inarched on with sedate step, and in tolerably compact 
order. 

The progress of the march needs not to be- detailed : 
cluring its progressi we were joined by several large bodies 
of troops, summoned irom different quarters to take part 
in the irapending- contest ; so that our numbers ^ rapidly 
augmented, and our encampment was^ daily enlarged. On 
the sixth day, after passing the ruins of the ancient city of 
T<»>s, the Ic^y gHded dome of the sacred shrine at Mushed 
was seen gleaimng above the haze that still hid the city 
from pur view. At this sight, the soldiers shouted loudly, 
*-^ The Durgah ! the Durgah ! the tomb of the blessed Ima- 
ttm Re^a ! Bee bow it shines to lighten our steps ! may the 
aighl be propitious ! Insh-allah V* The whole army seem- 
ed now inspired with a pious zeal ; even Nader urged his 
horse onward with increased impetuosity. Perhaps he 
desired it should be s'een that be participated in the feeling 
of his soldiers; but it was only fbr a moment: he quickly 
restrained himself, and soon ^Her the army encamped for 
the night wHhin about two fursungs (8 ti&iles) from the city. 

The next day was, in all probability, to bring us into ac- 
tion with the enemy ; arid although I tb<n]ght it likely to 
prove a very different matter from the skirmishes in which 
I had hitherto been engaged, 1 was allanxiety for the trial. 
It was well known that Malek Mahmood possessed a for- 
midable artillery, in which he placed gr^t confidence ; 
particularly as our array wa» but ill supplied with these 
formidable engines, so- totally new to rue. There were 
four pieces, of small size, in our camp, which bad power- 
fully attracted my curiosity, as they stoo<| in pahrs on either 
side of the Generars tent. This curiosity had been greatly 
increased by the accounts given me of their dreadful pow* 
ers, so that I burned to see them used. Until my adven* 

17* 
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ture with Ibrahim Kban, I bad never seen the e£[ect ^f any 

sort of fire*arms. . At the Shah's camp, the ZumboorttkB, 
or camel artillery, firing in salute as his Majesty mounted, 
bad impressed me with a great idea of th^ir powers : but 
what were they to cannon of the size said to belong to 
Malek Mahmood ! I was impatent to see these engines of 
^ death, and h£ar them roar, even at the ritfk of proving their 
effects in my own person.' 

• The troops were in motion by dayligbt ; and the bag^ 
gage under a strong escort being left to follow, we moved 
forward to occupy a convenient position for commencing 
operations against the city^ Our, forces, which continued 
to be joined by many repalled detachments, together with 
some of. the Shah's troops, amounted noV to upwards of 
12,000 fighting men. \ " 

Those of the rebel Malek Malunood were not calculated 
to exceed that number ; but^ as a constant course of de- 
sertion and recruiting was known to be going, on it was 
impossible to depend implicitly upon the accounts we re- 
ceived. 

Upon occasions of importance, like, the present, it was 
not the custom of Nader to trust to. the vigilance of others^ 
matters that he could attend ,to himself; be therefore rode 
in person at the head of his troops, detaching a few hun^ 
dred meq as an advanced guard in front, and^some well- 
mounted borsen^en on either fiank, to give notice of the 
appearance either of the enemy, or of ambuscades, but 
performing the duty of recoimoitring principally himse^. 
He was attended in this by many of his principal officers 
and gholaums ; and the whole of his guards rode in a com- 
pact troop behind him. 

No ambuscade was attempted by the enemy ; indeed the 
ground di^ not favour any such measure ; and the army 
proceeded unmolested to the environs of the city. But 
when the advanS^ had reached a point, rather less than two 
miles distant from the walls, where the road to our . en- 
camping ground diverged from that which leads to the 
north-western gate^ some of the horsemen came galloping 
in to tell that the broken ground near the walls upon our 
right was occupied by an armed force, whose spears and 
G^s appeared above the ridges. 
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. Uoon repeiying this intelligence, tBe troops were ordered 
to halt, while the General with some of his attendants rode 
forward to exaipinef the ground. It- soon became elear 
enough that a strong body pf the- enemy wei;^ posted to 
dispute our passage,' bpt near enough to the walte of the 
town to secure their- retreat if unsuccessful. Satisfied 
with what he had seen, his IJigbness was^about to return, 
when a flash likje that a( ligbtninflT (Parted fi'om behind a 
mound of earth, succeeded by a dense white cloud of 
smoke, and a .thundering roar, and immediately a^ noise, 
like the hissing of fifty serpents, passed ov^r^our heads r 
^^ Hah ! tbe ghorumsaugs !"* exclaimed Nader, ^^ they hav6 
cuitnon there ; ^e must drive them away from that." So 
raying, we all rode back to the troops without suffering i^ny 
farther molestation. 

His Highness now. told off a certain number of his 
guards, and fiflee^n hundred men of his best cavalry, and 
directed his Jbi'otber Ibrabim to lead the rest of the arpay 
towarjds their ground, keeping a line farther to the lefi. 
He then shortly told the chosen party, among whom I was 
permitted to remain, that.it was his intention to attack and 
capture, or drive off, if possible, the guns that had been 
planted by tbe eneody to interrupt our line of march, and 
that he depended on them to do their duty ; ^^ B^cbusbm !"t 
cried the officers, and the men answered with a shout. 

The General led the way, and we marched in silent and 
compact order, taking the adyantage of the hollows and 
irregularities of the ground to get as near as possible, with- 
out discovery, to the spot where we believed the enemy to 
be posted ; but the birds had flown'. They knew that 
Nader would not fail to make a desperate attack on them, 
and resolved to meet it in less practicable ground : — we 
saw a -few of their horsemen, and sooie spears and caps 
disappearing half a-roile a head. '^ We must pursue thiem, 
but cautiously," said Nader, ^^for the groupd becomes 
more intricate ;- but I know it well; follow me !" 

We now moved on at a hand gallop to give them as 
little time as possible for forming in their n^ position. It 
was not long before we overtook our foes, and they stood 

* Scoundrels ! . t By our eyes I 
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to receive us. ^ Bismillah 1" shouted NaJer, strikiog his 
stirrupa into his horse's flank ; *' we have them now : fol- 
loir roe !*' On we drove, but had not made thirty yard&, 
when balf-a*dozen flashes, and as many loud reports in^ 
front, told us plainly enough where the cannon, were posted » 
This time their aim wits better ; the balls >wbi8tled, in 
among us, killing and disabling, near a ^lozen men and 
horses. 'One poor wretch fell close by my side : a large 
shot struek his horse in the neck, and himself in. the body, 
hurting them both, mangled and bleeding pa the girouod. 
I siiuddered^as I witnessed this first specimeo of t^ terri- 
ble eflects of artillery. 

The boldest of us were checked for a moment by. this 
salute; but Nader's well-known voice recalled us to our- 
selves— " Forward, forward I" shouted he, " now while 
they Are loading ;" — and crying,** AUab, Allah !" in reply, 
we pressed onward with renewed spirit to the dangerous 
spot. But here again we" were baffled, for a .deep Ihotigh 
narrow ravine covered the front of our foes, who, finding 
us so determined, did not venture to await our Rttack,vOr 
even to re-load their gups, but drew them oE in safety 
while we were ^ endeavouring to surmount the .natural 
obstacles in our way. We effected this, however, sooner 
than they calculated on ; and though they succeeded in 
dragging off their guns, we overtook a covering party of 
cavaky, some hundreds of which were cut to pieces in 
revenge, for the companions we had lost by their cannon. 

A|8 we pursued these, we came in view of Malek Mab- 
mood's whole army, which had been drawn out behind 
some hillocks, to protect his artillery, arid take advantage 
of any fiCvourable chance that might offer for attacking our 
troops. No such chance had occurred. The bulk of our 
army was moving on in good prder to the iomh of Khaw- 
jeh. Rubbee,% where it was intended to encamp ; and the 
chpsen detachment, under the command of Nader, after 
having driven off his vaunted artillery, showed so determi- 
ned a countenance that no one dared to attack it. Malek 
Mahmood, therefore, contented himself with cannonading 

* A tomb of some sanctity, about four miles from Mushed, OTcr 
vr\ich a splendid mausoleum was built by Shah Abbas the Great. 
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us from a distani&e tliat preventecl atiy considerable loss f 
UJid the day passed in skirmishes, all greatly to our advan- 
tage* At the approach of night Maiek withdrew into the 
city^ and left /us to form and intrench our camp at leisure. 

It is unnecessary to deiail -the particulars of this, siege, 
which lasted tW^o months ; during which time constant skir- 
mishes, and some actions of more importance took piiice 
between the armies, generally to pur advanfoge, and the 
discomfiture' of the enemy. But one or two incidents 
occurred, which deserve notide. < - - ' . 

When Shah Tahmaseb was forcedJo fly from the power 
gf the Afigbauna into Mazunderan, he was compelled to 
trust himself in great measure in the hands of the Kudjefs, 
a pdverful tribe, who had their chief residence jn that 
prgyioce, and whosa chief, Futeh AUee Khan, very soon 
obtained an influence over him, which he exercised with- 
out either delicacy 6r moderation. But th^ unfortunate 
monarch, though tinable to breiCk his chains, was not tlie 
less sensible of their weight ; and it was to Nader he look-< 
ed. 86 his deliverer from his secret' as well as his declared 
enemies. Futeh Allee Khan, who was by no meand plea? 
sed with this expedition to Khorasan^ and woujd willingly 
have witnessed the discomfiture of Nader, solicited leave 
to return to Mazunderan, upon some private business, 
meaning to withdraw a large part of his followers. The 
true motive of this ill^tim^ requedt was easily discovered 
by bis Majesty's counsellors, who/accused the Khan of 
treai^onable correspondence with the rebels in Mushed ; 
and the Shah, not sorry perhaps to have so good a pretext 
for getting fid of his troublesome protector, ordered him 
into confinement in the camp of Nader. ^ 

In all probability his Majesty did not deem himself se- 
cure from the consequences of this decisive step,, while (he 
disgraced nobleman lived ; and one day, a&er we had been 
near a month encamped before Mushed, a certain ofHcer 
from the King's camp made his appearance at tlie quarters^ 
where Futeh Allee Khan was confined, and demanded ad- 
mission to.the prisoner. The guards either recognizing 
the royal messenger, or possibly having secret orders to 
guide their conduct, made no opposition, and admitted the 
oflicer and his attendant. The.unfojrtup'ate. Futeh Allee 



I9d JSAVBHtVISiXB &lp 

Khan, aroused tndeiy from sleep, opened his i^es io isee- 
his most tpvelerate foe, attended by a m sen whose father he 
had put to death, standing over him wi|th naked swords, 
and iacea dark with implacabie hatred. Hb calied aloud 
upon his guards, but no one rej^ed ; he tried- to spring 
from bis couch, but the powerful arms of his murderers 
held him down ; he struggled for a while in hopes thatJhis 
cries^ might bring him assistance, but all was siiehce. lie 
then knew that his hour was come.**-*'- Majfiglerpe net,'* 
said he indignantly ; ^^ let me die decently, and like a nisn 
•*^1 will make no farther resistance.'^ Benealfa the lifted 
swords of the two miscreants, the hapless nobleman koelt 
down, stretched out his neck to theblow, and fell a corpse* 

The bloody bead was sent by express* and laid at the 
feet' of the Shah : it is said he shuddered as he saw' the 
ghastly features of his once powerful though overbearing 
^ pfotector ; dim forebodings of ^vil- came over his. mind, 
and he half, wished the deed undone. ' Whether any part 
of this blood lay on Nader's head^ cadnbt tell, and I will 
Hotaurmise; at all events, a powerful rival" was by thebe 
oieans removed from his path. 

When Maiek Mahmood heard of the death of Futeh 
AUee Kban,^ who certainly was a brave man and a ^ood 
officer, he resolved to take advantage of the surprise into 
which he calculated' the royal army, consisting chiefly of 
Kudjers, would be thrown -hy the loss of their chief: and 
for tills purpose, mustering the choicest of his remaining 
troops, with the greater part of his artillery, he salKed out 
one morning very early, intending to attack the camp of 
the Shah. 

But Nader, who contrived to obtain exact^ information 
of all that passed within the walls of Mushed, received ac* 
counts of this intended sally, in time tO". prepare for disap- 
pointing- its object. Having selected five thousand of his 
best men", and appointing three thousand more as a reserve, 
under charge of Bhahverdi Beg, he marched from camp 
before daylight, and posted himself about two miles from 
the city on the road which Malek Mahitiood was to take. 

This road, after leaving the gate of the city, winds at 
first through some rough .broken ground, and then among 
orchard walls and niioed enclosures, which extend to a 



considerfibte distance' on this skle of the walls. It would 
Iiave been dangerous to take post among these enciosures^ 
where ^e might be outflanked and surprised in our turn ; 
so we took t>ur station on the plain just beyond tbe last of 
them, intending Uy attack the enemy?s column as it should 
issue ^froffl the narrow lane. 

We waited with impatience until the trampling and 
neighing of horses, with the dull lumbering sounds of the 
heavy guns, ga?e rvotice of the enemy's approach : for, as 
he wished to conceal his march froni the knowledge of 
Nader, he neither blew trumpets, nor beat drumst .His 
appearance was the signal for our attack. Oyr cavalry 
galloped forward and quickly droxe. in his I^^ing squad* 
rons with no small loito ; and. they dispersed to the right 
and leflt bke chaff before the wind. But Ibrahim^ Khan, 
the commander of his artillery, a brave and skflful officer, 
quickly perceiving- the danger of such a surprise, not only 
to the troops, but to his own artillery, suddenly wheeled 
five or sii^ of the guns through an opening between two 
orchard walls, while three or four other pieces were halted 
and prepared in the road ready to receive us. Tberefor^^ 
as we thundered on, dispersing their cavalry and clearing 
the way before us down the road^ these guns .opened in 
our front, while the others, commanded by Ibrahim Khan 
in person, poured a destructive discharge of large shot and 
pieces of broken iron upon- the .flank of the troops that 
passed within their range. This soon checked the charge 
and threw the advance of our troops into confusion, for 
tbe loss by this first discharge was terrible. But while 
they were reloading their guns,* our men, encouraged by 
their oflicers, and still more by tb^ voice of their chief, ral- 
lied again. A part of them, headed by Nader himself^ 
charged down upon the guns in the road, while others 
wheelers round the enclosures, seeking for an opening by 
which ibiBy might penetrate to those commanded by Ibra- 
him Khan, which were too formidably defended to be at- 
tacked in front. 

* Asiatics, particularly those who, like the Persians,, hare but little 
experience in the use of artillery, take along time to load theur guns :— 
a large gun is seldom loaded and 0rcd oftener than cnce in a quarter of 
an hour. 
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It chanced theit just before the firdt charge Was made, 
having been despatched with orders to a corps upon the 
right of our^line, t had not returned to my post w'ben the 
action commenced, and could not therefore }pin in that 
part of the charge which swept the road. Prevented from 
foHowing, by th^ crowds that blocked up the narrow way, 
I caHed upon the right hand squadrons to follow me round 
the endosure which interrupted bur course; and no officer 
of rankbeing nigh, the men recOgniaingmefor one of the 
confidential gholaums,ibllowed' me readily* to the number 
of about two hundred, and we galloped as hard as our 
horses would carry Us to the point where the .loud cries and 
the cannon ^iil[)ots announced that the battle was hottest. 

My lucky star was predominant. ^ Scattering a few of 
the enemy's horsemen, who were formitig after their first 
discomfiture, 'we found ourselves just' in rear of the guns 
commanded by Ibrahim Khan, now again belching forth 
death upon our friends. Not a moment did I hesitate. 
"Allah il Allah 1," cried I, waving my sword, "the guns 
are our own: charge for Nader! charge, follow me!" The 
men seemed inspired with my enthusiasm^; they never 
checked bridle, but das'hing .their stirrups in their horses' 
sides^ bore down life lightning on the tdpechees,* who, 
occupied with their pieces, were not prepared for such an 
assault. But we wer« not long unopposed ; the quick 
eye of Ibrahim perceived our advance in spite of the con- 
fusion, and be ordered sotoe of his men to wheel round 
and receive us, while the fugitives now collecting in crowds 
attacked us in rear. It was now for life or death we fought ; 
the half-armed topechees fell before us indeed, but bullets 
were pouring in and scym6tars flashing from behind ; some 
of us in turn were forced to face about and repel these as- 
saults, while I still strove to reach the spot where the gal- 
lant Ibrahim was struggling to maintain his guns. ' One of 
tiiy comrades, to6 rashly approaching, was cut down by a 
blow of his sword ; and as I came on he levelled one at my 
own head ; but, using a Toorkoman's sleight, half slipping 
from ipy horse I eluded the blow, while, with a back-handed 
stroke, I succeeded in cutting the reins of his bridle, and 
thus rendered him defenceless. Fain would I have given 

* Artillery-men—gunncrt. 
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htm quarter, and carried my noble prisoner to Nader, but there 
was no time for parrey : unable to direct his horse towards 
qie, he drew a pistol with his left hand, and before I bad 
well recovered my seat it flashed in my face-^the ball grazed 
my cheek so close that I was half blirkded with the powder, 
but, as^ his finger pulled the trigger, he receirved my sword 
full on his neck, and fell with his bead almost separated 
from his body. Half stunned as I was, I made an effort 
to- secure my prize, while, at the same moment, a loud 
n^se in front announced some new event. But I saw not 
what it was' — another blow on the head, from behind, 
broughtrme to the ground, and I beard nothing more. 

Wl;ien I recovered my. senses, I was seated on a bank 
supported by n^y old 'Servant Goflsini AUee, who hdd my 
head against, his breast ^with cme hand, and was stuffing 
some pungent perfume up n\y nose with the other. On 
gazing about, I percieived that he was assisted in these 
offices by Yar Mahomed, one of my messmates, and that 
Ibrahim Khan, the QeneraPs brother, attended by ^ome of 
His officers, was standing near us, looking on with an air of 
great interest. 

. ^y See ! he recovers 4'' cried my companion, ^^ he opens 
his eyes." ^^ Alhumdulillah !" responded Cossim Allee 
fervently, and Ibrahim Khan came forward. ^^ I rejoice," 
paid he, ^^my young friend, to see^you so far revived ; we 
feared. you had made a step too far in front, and received 
your passport to Paradise ; but there is enough ^till left of 
you to taste the joys of this earth yet awhile longer, I hope.' 
I shall tell my brother of your safety — he will be pleased 
to hear of it. Take care of him, you Cossim AUee ; and 
you, Yar Mahomed, see him safely Qpnveyed to camp." So 
saying, he galloped off. - 

My recollection was now restored. I tried to rise antl 
look about me, but sick and faint from the blow on my 
head I fell down again, while the others exhorted qie to 
have patience awhile. ^^ But where are the troops ?" crie# 
I anxiously, " What has happened? Where are we? — '' 
Where is the enemy ? — Where is Ibrahim Khan Topechee- 
bashee ?"* "The enemy is flying on all sides," relied 

* Coimhander of Artil|ery. 
18 
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Yar Mahomed ; ^^ moat of those who fitill live are by this 
tune wHhin the walls of Mushed. Oor -victory is com- 
plete ; the greater ^Hirt of their cannon remains in our 
hands ; and I may add, that Ismael deserredly enjoys tb« 
crisdit of having in no small degree contributied to this 
fortunate result As to where you are^ raise him, Cossim, 
and let him look . round.^. I stood upon the bank with 
Cossim's aid^ and raised my eyes yet aching with pam. 
We were still on the field of. battle^: the dead and the woiuided 
lay tbipkly scattered around among the broken ground ; al 
a little distance was the open space where the catmon of 
Ibrahim had flanked our first charge, where 1 had attacked 
him and so nearly received my .death. Parties of horse 
were still scouring about after a few flyers, who had not 
yet got under shelter ; others were returning, in obedience 
to the trumpets which announced the place where the main 
bddy of our troops were collecting. But hundreds of strag- 
glers were still making the best of their time, and proying 
their dexterity in stripping the dead bodies, without being 
particularly scrupulous as to- which party they belonged. 
The walls of the city were hid from our view by the en- 
closures about us, but dro(^ing 'shots aimed at such of our 
men as ventured too close in pursuit, proved that they were 
weli*mann^d against assaults^ 

As I stood and inhaled the firesh breeze, my strength 
returned by degrees : my wounds, which were not in them- 
selves very dangerous, were bound up ; and I found myself 
strong enough^ as I hoped, to sit on my horse and ride back 
to camp. 

I now learned that Nader, having headed in person the 
charge made upon the guns in the road, and succeeded in 
obtaining possession of them before they couki be fired a 
second time, had driven the enemy before him in uUer and 
irremediable confosion for a long way ; but, recollecting 
the artillery in his rear^ he returned with the design of out- 
ting off their retreat to the city. On reaching the opening 
where they were posted^ determined to charge, them, cost 
what it might, he was surprised, instead of receiving a 
volley of shot, to see thtftopechees almost totally destroyed, 
defending themselves against a party of his own troops 
who bad got into their rear. On galloping up to improve 
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this adviLDtage^ he was just in time to witness - liijr afikir 
with Ihrahtm Kban Topechee-basbee, and to see me 
knocked off my horse by one of ^tbe topechees, with the 
butt-ead of a musket. Another instant deeided the affair ; 
the whole gunners ;vere cut to pieces, and their gtins rer- 
mained in our hands.* But Nader did f^ot^ forget his young 
gbolaum: he ordered Yar Mahomed to take care of me, 
and by his aid, and that of Cassim, who came up at the 
same time, after securing my horse, I was dragged from 
amofjg the dead and dying, and carried to the place where 
I first recovered my senses. Thus I had the satisfaction 
of learning that ray fortuiiate movement in flank proved, 
m truth, the means by which the better part of his artilliery 
had been tak^n from the enemy. Ibrahim Khan* when he 
saw the increasing confusion of his friends, would not have 
failed to withdraw his guns by the very way which so well 
had served us for attacking them. 

My head was giddy sttll, and I rode so slowly tiiat most 
of the troops were on ^eir return before I reached camp. 
Upon entering it, I was overtaken by the General himself, 
as much • begrimed with blood and dust as myself. No 
man, officer, or soldier, exposed hitaself more than Nader ; 
and OB this day his person- had been in imminent peril : one 
horse had its bead shattered to pieces under him by a can* 
non shot, and two matchlock balls had passed through his 
clothes. His terrible battle-axe had done its duty well : 
it was said that eight Affghauns had drunk the sherbet of 
death from his hands : and, m truth, his appearance seemed 
to confirm the report, for, though unwounded, he was 
spattered with blood from head to foot. ^^ Hah ! fsmael, 
ttty friend,'' said he^ with a gracioud smile, ^M give thee 
joy of thy success and thy* safety 1 Thy gallantry and judg- 
nient have not been overlooked, nor shall they be for* 
gotten : when thou art able, let me see thee.'' But I was 
not like to be able soon : when I reached the tent, a sick 
dizziness came over me, and I once more lost my Senses. 

On recovering, I found myself stretched upon my own 
couch ; my arms and clothes had been removed, and my 
friend Yar Mahomed was seated on the ground beside me, 
together with a grave-looking personage, whom I after- 
wards understood to be a man pretending to some know- 
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ledge of surgery, and for .^hat reasop entertaiDed in the 
camp. This sage put maiiy tjuestions Id me, and gave me 
a good deal ^f pain by examining my wounds ; but my 
head 8wam round, and I could miiie no satisfactory replies, 
so he continued io prate for a while, iu a jargon, which, if 
my senses had been clearer, would have beien equally un- 
intelligible ; and tbeix binding up my wounded cheek, and 
applying some simple fomentation to my . bruised temple, 
he took his leave, saying, that -he would send me a decoc- 
tion of very powerful drugs, which, Tnsh^allab, would make 
me soon quite well.- 

Whether this vaunted medicine would have done me 
good .or harm, I know not, for I never put it to the test. 
A sharp fever came on, and for some days I was uncon- 
scious of all that passed. The loss of blood from my cheek, 
aided by a good constitution, probably saved my life ; and 
afiber a week's hard struggle, the fever left ine, weak indeed, 
but in a fair way of recovery-. My wounds healed by de- 
'grees, and though a slight giddiness remained for some 
time, they gave- me no more trouble. 

During my confinement I was more than once cheered 
by a visit from my steady friend Ibrahim Khan ; and Na- 
der himself sent frequently to inquire after me while I re- 
mained in danger. But-it was not until three weeks after 
the battle, that I was able- to pay my first visit of respect 
to the General, and even jthen I was pale and emaciated 
fi*om the efiects of confinement. 

I experienced a vefy gracious reception, and his High- 
aess, after taking occasion to remark that he was greatly 
indebted to ' my decision and gallantry for the important 
fiuccess gained by his army on the day I was wounded^ 
continued, ^^ {.believe, Isimael, that you desire to continue 
near my person, and in truth, I wish it also : therefore, you 
shall ^till remain one of my gholaiims ; but I give you the 
rank of captain of two hundred men in my guards, and de* 
sire that henceforth you carry the title Of Beg, which is 
your right by birth, and which I shall take care to have 
confirmed by the Shah, for your good service in his cause. 
The khelut of your office shall be sent to you immediat^y. 
Take care, of your healtli, that you may be enabled soonta 
resume your duties." 



Prepared as I was to expect some signal proof o£ the 
Generars famir, that which was now bestowed upon m«, 
so far exceeded my antieipatioos, that at first it overwbdm- 
ed and confounded me; >^nd its afler^efTects on my mind 
were not, Ifear^ of the host descrtptiofi. I was grateful, 
very ffrateful ;t— but if the triith oiust be told, pride and ar- 
rogance aroi^ in tny heart — I began to think myself a great 
man, assumed a loftier dir than before, and committed di- 
vers other follies of a similar sort. Neglect 'of duty, how- 
ever, was not among^ them { and as soon as my health per- 
mitted, I returned to my usi|al constant attendance at the 
the dur-khaneh, and the customary military service. - 

sTedipus as the siege 6ad been, it drew to a close before 
I was able to redome an active share in it After the loss 
of bis artillery, Malek Mahmood r^ever dared to show him- 
self without the walls ; his sallies became more rare and 
less effective ; his troops were thinned by casualties, but 
still more by desertion ; and although we had not enouglr 
of ammunition to render the captured guns of service to 
us, their loss was so great a deprivation to our foe, that 
the fate of die city soon became clearly inevitable. 

The catastrophe was o(>]y % little hastened by treachery. 
Nader^ who had kept up a constant intercourse with certain 
persons within the walls, foun4 means at length to prevail 
on one Peer Mahomed, an officer of rank in the service of 
Malek, to favour our entrance at one of the gates, of which 
he had the charge. This man, f<>reseeing the imminent 
downfall of his master;, Ivas desirous of providing for him- 
self, and stipulated for the government of Jam, a town be« 
tween Mushed and Herad,' as the price of his treachery, 
which was to be accomplished by murdering the guard of 
the gate, and opening it to our troops' upon a certain night 
agreed upon. 

On that night, Nader, taking with;him a' large pa^ty of 
his best men upon foot, silently approaebed the town, and 
leaving the greater part of them concealed in the broken 
ground near the walls, he crept cautiously to the gate with 
a small number of attendants. To avoid, as much as pos- 
sible, the chance of disco very, they ranged themselves dose 
imder the wall ; which, the ditch being dry, was eas^ 
done ; and in this situation they remained for two hours, 

18* 



1 



206 Jc0V£!CTURSS OF 

at which tkne their attention was aw.akene4 by two or three 
half-stifled <:ries, and three or foar bleeding heads were 
thrown among them from the parapet above. This was 
the preconcerted signal. True to his promise, Peet 
Mahomed, aloQg with a trosty attendant, had fallen upon 
the sentinel and the few guards on doty, and put them. to 
death, throwing their severed heads over the ip&ll. Nader 
and bis men ran to the gate, which yieldied to their eJOTorts ; 
and making a signal to the ambushed troops, they rushed 
in and secured the post» Before the alarm had spread, the 
troops, already told off in divisions, ran to their several ap- 
pointed post^, and, putting the enemy's guards to deadi, 
seized on all the important points of the place, with little 
resistance. The troops of Malek Mahmood attempting to 
assemble in hatfte were cut to pieces, or fled with their 
master, who shut himself up in the citadel. Nader first 
cleared the way to the sacred shrine, and .then turning to 
^he left, drove all before him to the gardens of the Char 
Baugb, of which he took immediate possession. 

As soon as the day broke, Malek Mahmood made an at- 
tempt to recover the town. Issuing from tlie citadel, he 
attacked our troops in several points, but totally without 
success : and this failure proving to him the folJy of farther 
resistance, he surrendered himself next day at discretion ;- 
declaring his resolution of renouncing the world, assuming 
the garb of a Dervish, and taking up his abode in the sa- 
cred mausoleum. This was done in hopes that such jj^ous 
projects would induce bis highness tl)e General to spare his 
life ; and it had the desired effect. 

After having coinpletely secured his conquest, and made 
all the regulations immediately necessary, the first act oi* 
his Highness was to proceed with <his officers and suite to 
prostrate himself at the tomb of the holy Imaum Reza ; 
and I shall never forget the sensations with which I enter- 
ed the magnificent square, and approached the sacred 
shrine in the dim obscurity of the lofty mausoleum. But 
- of these matters hereafter. 

The next point was to dispose of his captives ; and this 
was very speedily arranged. A few of the ministers and chief 
oficers who were understood to have influenced Malek 
Mahmood to continue in his rebellious course^ when he 



A KC2ZII.BASB* 207 

otherwise would Im^e^ aohmitted. to the royaJ clemency, 
were put to^death ; but upon the whole little blood .was 
shed. A part of the troops were enrolled in ouf ^rmy. j' 
and the Afighauns who^ were not required, or who did not 
wish to BefVe, were permitted to return to their 6wn 
country. ^ _,- - 



CHAPTER XXII. 

HUSHED. ' . 

Naj>si^ having thu^ succeeded in one great object of hi» 
wishes^iGCOvering the holy city of Mushed, the capital of 
Khorasaii^ fronv its rebel usurpers — resolved to make it 
bis residence for some time, in order to regulate the affairs 
of the province, now wholly submitted to his authority. 
With this view he made it the head-quarters of his troops, 
sent for his harem and his sou, Reza Koolee Khan, from 
Abiverd, and took up his abode in the ack, or palace. 

^This proved a holiday- time to me and many others 
besides : the fatigues of war, the calls of duty were relax- 
ed, and we , ei^oyed ourselves as soldiers are wont to do 
when their toils are over for a time. And there was food 
enough to satisfy the most voracious curiosity, — ample 
scope for the indulgence of pleasure in all its varied forms. 
Since the period when I quitted my Desert life, although 
it had be^n' my fate to witness much that was dazzling and 
exciting, nothing resembling a town had yet fallen in my 
way ; for the Koordish villages were mere collections of 
wretched mud-huts, scarcely more imposing in appearance 
than our fair and well* made^ tents. Now. for the first time 
I entered a city, and that city one of the first in the empire, 
the capital of Khorasan, and above all, the seat of that 
holy shrine to which every pious Sheah turns with reve* 
fence, as to. a second Kit^eh.^ 

Many a day,. while we lay encamped at the Khawjah 
Rubbee, within a short fursjing of the walls, I gazed with 

* The point where Mecca and its holy temple lie; and to which every 
true Mussulman, wherever be may be situated; turns his face ^hen he 
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intense interest on t^ lofty gilded <!ome of 'the shrine, the 
tall slender minarets, and the magnificent assemblage of 
buildings that surround it, composing a group in the cen- 
tre of this great city, which nev^- fails to attract every 
eye, even when it gazes from the greatest distance.' How 
. I longed for the anticipated moment, when the road would 
be free to enter' and devour all its wonders I What fanci- 
ful pictures did my imagination form of every thing it con- 
tained y and all how* ui^ike the truth 1 

On the morning we entered the city, we were all too 
much occupied with our duly, too busy - in pursuing the 
enemy, and ^curing his abandoned positions, to pay much 
attention together ol^ectsf but on the succeeding days, 
when an Was comparatively quiet, and when tb«^ comple- 
tion of our GeneraPs arrangements permitted his servants 
to enjoy some leisure, I wanderietd about with' some of my 
companions, determined to satisfy my curiosity to the' full. 

We first made for the Sahn, or grea^ square. What a 
splendid scene ! ' Its high arcaded buildings, covered with 
porcelain of the richest colours disposed in the most taste- 
ful devices, all glittering in the sun ; the two lefty gates at 
either end, and n'oble archways in tlte sides, all similarly 
adorned, and one of which gives entrance to the holy 
mausoleum ! — the gilded Su6cafa khaneb, with its nume- 
rous conduits filled with streams of water perpetually sup- 
plied,; — the ample gilded dome, and slender minaret cover- 
ed^ with blue and gold, rising like a mighty sceptre to the 
skies I — ^these were the first objects that fixed me gazing 
to the spot, and filled me with wonder and delight. 

Nor was the living picture that occupied this splendid 
scenp less curious or less attractive ; the crowds of mool- 
lahs, priests, pilgrims, soldiers, merchants, and every vari^ 
ety of trade and denomination amoqg the faithful, that 
passed and repassed through each avenue to the Sahn ; the 
rich goods displayed under the arcades of the lower story, 
which, like those of a caravanserai, are let out as shops ; 
the groups of people bargain mg at these sliops, or praying 
upon the grave-stones with ^ which the place is paved, 
fornted a scene of very varied interest ; — and the buzz of 
business and religion which rose on the ear ; the hum of 
prayer ; the cries of saints and pilgrims on the blessed 
names of Allee, Hoossain and Imaum Reza ; the gabble 
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and the quarrels of those who were driving their hard 
bargains, mingled in a ^roar of sounds as incongrous 'and 
confused as the. groups that uttered them. 

We entered the^ Mausoleum ; what a striking contrast 
from the scene that led to it ! Its lofty and dimly-lighted 
chambers seemed boundless in their obscurity, and the awe 
which .overwhelmed my faculties was heightened by the 
deep silence, the mysterious character of the iong-gowned 
figures that flitted about with soundless step, arid the low^ 
measured voice of prayer that issued fronif the chambei: of 
the shrine. 

" Seek you to perform your devotions ?" demanded 
one^ of the Khadums, in a low whisper, ^^ behold me 
ready to conduct you/^ Even the gay thoughtless 
youths my companions, who came but to gratify their 
curiosity, were infected with the awe which I sincerely 
felt ; and we all followed our conductor in silence. 

Prostrating ourselves, with our foreheads touching the . 
isacred threshold, we prayed a blessing upon the departed 
Imaum, and all the tribe of Alice, his predecessors ; and 
then entered the vault of death, which no infidel may ap» 
proach and live. Here repose the< bones of the departed 
Imaum (blessings be on his name !) and here also is depo- 
sited the dust of him whom all Sheahs abhor for his perse- 
cution of the blessed race of AUee, while they respect his 
great name, his liberality, and justice to all the world 
besides — the mighty Haroon-ul-Rasheed. 
■ The shrine, with its rich screens, its brocaded canopies, 
and numerous glittering orfmiuenis, presented a striking 
contrast to tbe^ groups of grave turbaned' priests and hum^ 
ble devotees, all prostrated in prayer around it ; and the 
impression made upon me by this solemn pomp was so 
strong, that I no longer w,ondered at the endless ' crowds '^ 
of pilgrims that resort to this celebrated shrine from every 
part of Persia. 

After reciting the customary prayers, and walking three 
times round the tomb^ we made a trifling present to the 
Khadum, and quitted the Durgah,. by the entrance which 
leads to the mosque, and square of Gauber Shahud,*.so 

* She was the wife of Shah Rokb, the celebrated grandson pf 
the still more celebrated Timoor, the conqueror and destroyer of th< 
East, 
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called from their founder. Even after gazing oa the 
splendour of the Sahn^ we were struck with delight at the 
beauty of this most ^elegant of mosques^ with its Blender, 
porcelain-co?ered minarets, and single majestic dome. 
But it would be endless to describe the various roosqoes, 
medressabs, and caravanserais, of thfs great city, the pride 
of Khorasan, and whose fame is over all the East. 

The extensive and well-filled bazaak's were objects of a 
djfiereAt but not inferior interest. With what delight did 
I traverse thai long street, which with a canal of running 
water in its centre, stretches .from one end of the city to 
the other. I gazed at the well-filled shops of the long 
bazaars that border this canal ; th^ rich silks, shawls, and 
furs, the gay cloths of India and Frangestan ; the tempt- 
ing booths of the fruit-sellers, the cooks^ and confection- 
ers; the neat arrangement of the apothecaries* many- 

. coloured drugs and liquida.^ But the shops of the armour- 
ers and harness-makers had the greatest attractions for me. 
The gold and silver tnoun ted horse-furniture with isharp 
bright stirrups, and gay martingales with breast ornaments ; 
the brilliant suits of armour, both chain and plate, bright, 
damasked, and clouded ; the well-tempered Khorasanee 

' bla^s, darkly brilliant, and dangerous as a woman's eye ; 
the curious matchlocks and pistols from Istambol, and the 
endless variety of knives, khunjurs, and daggers. These 
were the things 1 coveted ; I would willingly have made 
myself master of the whole, and, indeed, it was not long 
before my purse began to feel the effects of my visits to the 
bazaars of Mushtnl ; it would xaquire to have been better 
filled to keep pace with my thoughtless oxtrAvagancB. . 

Another species of luxury to which 1 had hitherto been 
comparatively a stranger, was that of the baths, which 
were. the constant resort of our idle youth, and which I 
now very I'egularly attended, for the sake of pleasant soci- 
ety as well as for personal enjoyment. 

I had not before suspected that these public convenien* 
ces were attended not merely for purposes of health, 
cleanliness, and comfort, but as a lounge, where people 
met to hear the news and gossip of the day. There, 
early in the morning, might be found the grave Moollah, 
emerged from bis cold-vaulted ootaugh (chamber) in the 
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Medressdli, glad to coin« and repeat his prayers in an at- 
liiosphere of comfortable warmth ; thedruriken debauchee, 
staggering in to get rid of his racking headache by sleep 
or perspiration ; the merchant who left his caravanserai in 
hopes o£ meeting others of his trade, and perhaps of dri- 
ving a good bargain ; or the newly arrived pilgrim, import- 
ing all the news only a twelvemonth old from Sheerauz, 
Kerniansh'ah, or Tabreez. — The soldier would lell of his 
battles,^and'sp6culate on the great Nader's next movement ; 
while the young rakes would boast of their intrigues, or 
invent lies to make plain men st^riB. ^ 

In the spacious vault of the Hummaums^ half lighted by 
a few wretched lamps struggling for life with the moist 
Hiisty vapours of the steaming reservoirs ; as the eye be- 
came accuston^ed to the thick obscurity, one might gradu- 
ally perceive sundry groups and single figures, naked to a 
strip of cloth around the middle, and in a strange variety 
of attitudes. Some having happily undergone the full 
operation, seated in conversation, enjoying the enlivening 
fumes of the, calleeoon ; some who, to a stranger, might 
seem to be undergoing the torture extraordinary, stretched 
u[)on their Sacks, while attendant faniiliars kqeelin^ by 
by them, or bestriding their bodies, rubbed^ kneaded, or 
twisted them in the most outrageous fashion, making their 
limbs resound with cracking of their joints, and the slaps^ 
which every pow and then they bestowed on them. Others, 
again, undergoing the serious operation of having their 
beard and nails dyed ; the former black, the latter orange 
colour. These are forced to lie stiff upon their backs for 
at least three hours, having their beards, eyebrows, hands^ 
and feet covered with poultices of pounded indigo or hinna 
leaves, and never daring to move a muscle -all that time, 
for fear of spoiling the whole operation. Then again to 
look into the great reservoir, smoking and steaming away, 
with a dozen of naked creatures tumbling about in it, like 
as raany^devik in hell — all such sights, to a stranger like 
me, were full of interest ; and though the novelty soon 
wore oj6r, the other attractions of the place became 
strengthened by custom, and few days passed without my 
paying a visit to one of the best-frequented Humma- 
ums. 
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It would have been well for me if. such had been the 
most reprehensible pastime I indulged in. But idleness, 
daitb the 'proverb, is the mother of mischief ; and so it 
proved with me. The constant political duties which Na- 
der found to occupy him in Mushed, engrossed him so 
completely for a time, that his military pursuits were in a 
great measure abandoned, and the duties devolved on his 
officers; . Detachments were sent to the frontiers, and to 
every pl^ce where there was cause to dread drstni4)ances, 
but his guards and household remained for. the most part 
unemployed ; I among the rest, was in this situation, and 
so engrossed did I become with my new pleasures, that^I 
neither sought for, nor put myself in the way of active oc- 
cupation. 

I have already observed that quarters in camp were as- 
signed to me in the same tent with two other gholaams ; 
their names were Yar Mahomed, and Fouje Allee Beg. 
They were both some years older than myself, but both 
were pleasant, good-humoured fellows, so that we soon 
became intimate companions, if not devoted friends. Yar 
Mahomed' was kindly in his disposition, and though far 
from deficient in spirit, yet of quiet, sober, and somewhat 
indolent habits. Fouje Allee, on the other hand, though 
equally good-humoured, was a thoughtless, blustering fel- 
low, of strong passions, entirely devoted to pleasure and 
amusement, and careless of the feelings of others, pro- 
vided he gratified his own. ' A headlong courage, wbicb 
oflen carried all before it, had recommended him to Nader 
but his Highness was too clear-sighted not to perceive his 
total want of coolness and discretion ; and his opinion of 
Fouje Allee might be gathered from the nature of the ser- 
vices assigned him to perform. His bull-dog courage was 
not at this time required ; so he was idle, like myself, and 
free to bully the men, and debauch the women of the capi- 
tal, at his will and pleasure. 

Among the evil propensities of Fouje Allee Beg was an 
incurable spirit of gambling; whatever money he got, 
whatever plunder he procured, he was sure to lose sooner 
or later at some of the common games of chance ; for he 
was by far too rash and impatient to continue long a win- 
ner. The occupations incident to a march, and a siege, 



bad in some ^i^peein^rupted the indu^ence of this pro-- 
peQsity, but" now thst he was an idle man, ami in a great . 
city, J]^ gave, the reins lo it with an eageriiess proportioned 
to the previous restraint and the increased field i^f tempta- 
tion. . 

A* gamester id never at a loss for time or opportunity 
to indulge bis favourite vice, ^nd' every greftttewn is pro- 
vided with receptacles for such votaries of fortune. Fooje 
AUeeBeg.was not longin discovering one of these retreats 
sniteid to' his 'pQr}^e^^ it was in an obscure lane, close to 
the principal bazaar, and not'&r (rom.one of the most cele- 
brated' medressabs of the city. ;To this den of vice and 
misery, hundreds daily and hoarly flocked, glad,* like him- 
self, to relieve the tedium of idleness by the excitem^t of 
staking their property upon a chance, even though that 
chance* should leave them destitute. But these were not 
its only visitants^; it; wa$ the resort of others, who did not 
resemble^him in ^eedless rashness,- biit who came like the 
tiger couching ft>r his springs to seize on the unwary, and 
sfrip him of his property by any means, whether foul or 
fair> The unfoftutiate Fouje Allbe, guiltless, at least, of 
this sort of deceit, became the victim of villains, whose 
cooler passions gave them an advantage over his intem- 
perate heat. ^ He did not suffer alone ; but I will not an- 
ticipd^te. 

• This was not the only evil practice into which I was led 
by my companion-— but why should I single him out par- 
ticularly ?. the vice of the place was by no means confined 
to a few. In a camp like ours, composed for the most 
part of men who, till they found permanent and profitable 
service with Nader^ had been freebooters, plunderers, or 
persons of desperate lives ; and who all were natives of a 
country where morals were by no means strictly attended 
to, a great degree of licentiousness might reasonably be ex- 
pected to prevail ; and, to say the truth, it existed very 
generiUly among all ranks. The officers were brave and 
devoted to their chief, but too often dissolute in their private 
lives ; th^ loved plunder and money more for the means 
or enjoyment it afforded than for itself; and being little in 
the company of priests, they probably forgot Ihose texts of 
the Koran, which interdict the faithful from those delicious 
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potations prepared from tb^ blood of the grape ; while, 
dfirelUng on those parts which paint the joys of Paradise^ 
they loved to anticipate them in the arms of doch terrestiial 
houries as fortune threw in their way. . 

In the camp and in the field, the strict discipline enforced 
by Nader, controlled in some <^egree, this teodeney to ex- 
cess ; but when the. army, comparatively idle, was qdax- 
tered in the city, it broke out with an inveteracy wluch 
sometimes required the severest'- checks. Mushed ivas a 
friendly city ; no plunder ^was therefore peraiitted ; but 
nevertheless, the atrqcitiei^ committed in taking possessi(Hi 
of it were neither, few nor trifling,^ and in spit^ of the se- 
vere punishments indicted * upon pffenders, they conUnued 
very frequently to occur. ' 

It is not to be believed that a youth like myself, however 
naturally well-disposed be might be, could witness daily so 
n^uch vice and licentiousness, disgnised as it too often was 
und^r the seduding cloak of gaiety and pleaSftfre, without 
being, in some degree infected ; and thougb.at first J joined 
the debauch, or mingled with the unprincipled of both sexes^ 
with a dislike approaching to disgust, these better feelings 
by degr.ees gave way, 'and I gradually came to enjoy the 
sensual gratifications Which these scenes horded. I 
became a. rake as well as a gambler. : ' 

My two companions and myself were lodged in a house 
situated in tiie~straet leading from the palace to the shrine 
and the great baitaar. Eyery morning we repaired to the 
Dur-khaneb* to^ report ourselves ; but when it was notour 
turn of duty we soon Jeft the palace, and Fouje Allee aad 
I would sally forth in quest of adventures, while Yar Ma- 
homed, whose more sober disposition led him less to wan- 
dering, applied, himself to our little household duties, and 
prepared good cheer for us on our return. 

Our frequent absence from the palace, and our eternal 
love of idle dissipation, did nof escape the observation of 
our commander, Caleb Allee Beg, , who more than once 
remonstrated with me very gravely, and warned me against 
the course I w^ pursuing. Even Ibrahim Khan, who al- 
ways continued his peculiar charge of me, though firequently 

• * Palace gate. . . 
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absent oa military expeditioos, bluntly told me qf tlie change 
he heard of in my conduct, i^nd cautioned me in strong 
an^ earnest terms ; while rtiy" faithful Cossim Allee was al- 
most broken-hearted at the alteration be percei-ved both in 
ttiy condii^it and appearance ^ for the irregularity -of my 
life had it§ effect upon my person, and, I beceme thin and 
pale, in comparison with my former healthful condition. 



■ ^ 1. 



Cfi AFTER XXriT. ^ 

THE PRIGST's nAREH. 

There was within a short distance of our lodgings an 
old mosq.ue, which,' though once a handsome structure^ 
had fallen into decay, and was at this time little freqiiented. 
A few ancient Khadnms, .however, were stiH attached to 
it; and Its mimber*,.W£is Sometimes occupied by an aged 
Mootlah, who read a chapter or two from the Koran, or 
bestowed a Eriday lecture upon some of the heighbours, 
who, probably lazy, like myself, preferred performing their 
prayers at this place, to walking ,on a^little farther to the 
holy shrine. . - 

This mosque was adorned with two handsome minarets, 
from- whence an old Muezzin e.choed the call to prayers, 
which floated on the breeze from the loftier pinnacles of 
the Durgah.t They edmmaaded an extensive~view over 
that quarter of the city in- which we lived ; and although 
menf are not generally suffered to. ascend such places, it 
so happened that by making friends with the Muezzin, I 
was permitted frequently toenjoy the fresh' air, and to see 
the rising or the setting" of the sunfi^om the top of these 
minarets. . . ; . 

The- terraced roofs of the city lay at my feet, as I gazed 
from this elevated station, ^ and in the. mornings of the hot 

* Pulpit. 

t Place of worship, or adorafion ; applied emf>hatically to all places 
o^ pilgrimage, and in this place to the tomb of the.Imaum Reza. 

. I In Asiatic cities, men are not permitted to.asceivl places ivhich over- 
look the toivQ, lest they should abO' overlook the haremi (Mother people, 
and see their women. 
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season, when the inhabiteiits are accustomed for the sake 
of coolness, to repos^ in t}ie open air, on mattresses spread 
upon these terraces, they might, no doubt, 'have afibrded 
many curious and edifying scenes.. . But at this .time the 
season was too severe for such exposure, and the first signs 
of animation in the mornitigs were to ^ perceiiied in the 
areas belonging to^e Houses around. 

The city of Mushed contains within its walls many en-^ 
closures and gardens Of considerable extent, attached ta 
the various palaces of the rich ; and though the quarter 
around this mosque was too much crowded with houses, 
whether inhabited or ruinous, lo admit of so great an ex- 
panse of surface, there still were to be seen several resi- 
dences of large size, each of which comprehended a suita- 
ble number of courts within its bounds.- 

One of these dwellings was close to the mosque, and 
my unhallowed eyes not only commanded the whole of itsr 
premises from the minaret, but could distinguish the ar- 
rangement of its several parts. There was the low, con- 
fined entrance, leading by various narrow sand tortuous 
passages to a small court : at the end of this stood the 
pubhc hall, or dewan-khneh,' a neat, but unpretending room, 
lighted by two large windows of carved wooden-work, 
opening on the court, and spread with coarse mats instead 
of carpets. More than once I saw an old man of grave 
and forbidding aspect, dressed in a huge green turban and 
dark Arab cloak, sitting in the corner ; — tbe number of 
people, all wearing the dress of the learned or the holy, that 
came and went to pay their homage to this person, de- 
clared sufficiently that this was the abode of some highly- 
revered Moollah. 

Beyond this outer and public apartment, I could discern 
another suite ; and though the distance prevented me firom 
distinguishing minute particulars, I was satisfied that com- 
fort had by no means been overlooked by the old gentle- 
man in the arrangement and filling up of this khelwut, or 
private retreat. 

But that which attracted me most, and rivetted all my 
attention, was a cpurt of larger dimensions than the first, 
more neatly laid out with parterres better filled, and a cis- 
tern of water in the centre. The small apartments dispo- 



sed around this eUddsure; ttie hiuidsome. hall at oner end, 
with its. curtained windows; tbe articles of female attire 
whieli migbt be seen hanging out Iroiii doors and windows ; 
and^ above aU, the buzz of tongues Which frequ0ntly arose 
firoin tbe pl4ce, was' ktffficient of themselves to |>rocIaim 
that thi^ was the harem of the wprthy doctor, everf had liV" 
ing proofs'* of the fa(5tT>eeh wanting^, but. secure ' as they 
believed themselves to be from all prtifane eyes within the 
lofty Wall of their dwelling, many WQn\en .were continually 
seen flittiog about ; proving that the forbidden place did not 
want for ininat^ ; and I could in iTancy distinguish thfe quick 
hurried step and less studied appare,! of the slaves^ from 
the moriB dignified mien of thosre whose furred and flowing 
garaients proclaimed them as the mistresses of the mansion. 

But thchigb my eyes, at all times' sufficiently sharp, were 
not certainly deficient upon such a service, they could dis- 
tinguish no farther ; neither flice nor feature could be mad0 
out; ^veff of those who wore no veil ; and though I return- 
ed as frequently as I. dared, to gaze from the minaret, it 
was but to increase my curiosity, without the hope of 
gratifying it. - " \ 

One evening, while employed in Watching the feoiale 
figures who were rurining about, gaily chasing each other, 
ohajttering. and clamouring with unrestrained mirth, my 
eyes, in wandering over the building!^ chanced to rest upon 
ah old house, close to the eastern wall of the harem. Like 
many others iiv the Jieighbourhobd, it appeared to be. a 
tenantle^s ruin ; and the devil put it in my head, that if I 
could manage to get unperceived upon its roof, I might 
enjoy a nearer view of the houries^ contained in the old 
MooUah's paradise. \ ' 

Accordingly, stealing out one day unobserved, I went 
prowling about in'thie direction of the' old house v and after . 
scrambling a good deal among muddy lanes, puddles of 
dirty watery rugged excavations and ruinous walls, I made 
my'way into a very narrow passage, which, updn close 
examination, I became certain; communicated with, the 
eastern side of the harem. High mud-walls bounded this 
passage on either side, from its commencement in a dirty 
lane, until^ diving* urtderground, it lost itself in a darkhole^)^ 
Wneath a row of houses. 

19* 
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FoHowing this obscuf^ path, i pwnedhf a low door^oa 
the left haml> the sound, of fem^lei voices ^^^ccaslbnally 
heard from behind. it, sOfficien^Uy declal-«d ijbat this com- 
municated with the ladies' apartmepts. Excited by this 
success^ I groped my. way o&warcl for several yards, mvtil 
completely stopped ^ a wall, in which there was another 
door closely shut This did not/sOit. iny purpose, and I 
was cautiously retiring-r-for it was a dangerous sp^ot for a 
man to foe foutid io-^when a faint raj of light falling on 
my eye from the'.left, induced me to exaniine the wall ba 
tbatside more clodely* ^ , . • 

I, found that the obscurity of the passage had at first 
made me overU>ok a doorway in this place, which had been 
partially closed with an old mati thedoor itself having been 
taken away^ After Tist^Ding awhile, to discover if the 
building bad any inhabitants, I ventured to put aside the 
mat, and enteriog found myself in a darfe ruinous oufer 
room, like thd porch, wher^'servants wait at a npbleman^s 
gate ; a passage led from this to a smalf court in equal dis^- 
repair. As J stood gazing around me, -a lofly building 
close by caught my attention, and in it I immediately re- 
cognized the object of my search. 

It consisted of two stories, above which some former 
occupant had ei^ected a jehan-numah* of materials so slight, 
that little of it now remained except some crumbling walls. 
Cautiously Iinoanted the narrow and broken steps which 
ledto vthifl place^ . and peeping about, found mjrself just 
where 1 wished Jo^be— directly overlookiDgthe old doctor's 
paradise. M this time, however, all was aiiH : a shrill 
voice, indeed^ mi^ht now and then be heard, sharply scream- 
ing out the name of a slave ; but nothing wi^s to be seen : 
--nit was not an hour when the iadies were in motion ; so, 
detighted with my discovery, I retired cautiously as I had 
advanced, resdyed to make an early use of the advantage 
it gave me. 

On the following morning, as soon as possible afler the 
inhabitants began to stir at this cold season, I flew to my 
post, and luckily gained it without interruption. In passing 

* Literally, " showiog the world.^ A place from wbence an ezten- 
fdve prospect -is obtained. . It is fipplied to lo^ towers built for the pur- 
pose of commanding an extenaiTe vievr. 
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thd IitU0/<bor I' heard the h^ia of voices, and wiiep I p^p« 
ed clowfi upon tb^cqurt from a break iq the ruins, I found 
it . was ail iv-a bustle.; Half-a*d6zen^ woioen^ soiqe with 
veils on -and some iwithout'^them, were running abon^ en^ 
gaged, as it seemed, in a variety' of domestic duties. Some 
were cleaning the calleeoons ; some weVeteazik)g cotton 
to stuff cushions and mattresses \ others vi[ere spreading 
oQt dried fruits, the winter store^to freshen in' the short- 
lived sun. of December^ or picking rice and . kiditnis^es,^- 
probably for the piUay that was to form their evenings re- 
past..- Trowsers, vests, silk handkerchief, and shawls were 
hung out to air r and a general activity prevailed. 

Of the women, those who wore no veils had, «s might 
have been guessed^ faces little worth concealing : two Were 
blacks, one had the flat features of* a Calmuck, and the 
twoL others had faiSesmore wrinkled than- a melon of Kesh ;. 
but the lender figures and graceful rboviBineiits of three^ 
wha were veiled, promised something better, and I fer- 
vently hoped that some accident might remoire the envious 
scceens, and. bless me with a sight of the charms .they^ con- 
cealed. 

I was still eagerly gazing 6n ail this, when niy attention 
Was attracted by another figure, who now came upon the 
sce^ne. fler look, her^air^^er voice, at pnce declared her 
to be the mistress of the pKe.. She wa$ tall ttnd elegantly- 
formed^; the cypress wi^ist of ^he poets was well illustrated 
by her figure and her gait; A vest of green velvet, em- 
broidered with gold, and-iined with fur,;Wa^ confined about 
her waist by an>orange-coloured.shawl: while another of 
rich crimson, and of ample dimensions, floated around her 
person, and fell in graceful folds almost to her feet. A 
black »lk veil idling from her hirge turban, half-hid and 
half-displayed a&ce which le^ the ^gazer no power of 
dwelling on lesser beauties. . ^The black pencilled brow 
rose over an eye full and dark as the antelope's^ but pier- 
cingand commanding like the eagle's ; while a cheek vying 
in its hue with the blossom of the pomegranate, gave eani- 

* A sMaH raisin, prepared fitun the Sulta&a grape, entirely free of 
stons0» and oi fine flvrourV macfa in tase as an isgrdditotin cookery. 
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est o£ all the lovelioess wirieh was yet concealed. Her 
voice, as. she called upon her womea, wiis like soft majjes' 
tic music, and her piesience in a moment restored the si- 
lence and decorum which it was so ^ell calcida.ted to in- 
spire. ' / 

She stood for a' while overlooking the labours of' her 
slaves, and at: length withdrew along 'With them, leaving 
me transfixed with admiration. ' -I was not, howev)sr, io 
wholly absorbed, but that ^ power was' left me to reihark 
another veil wafted asidp by the breeze, which reveirled 
features less tnajestic, indcfed, than those of. the owner's 
splendid mistress, but so playfally swe^t and arch, that 
they might well have robbed that lady of a part of that de- 
votion which, she seemed rather tp demand than 'solicit. * 

From this timetbarqined house became iny daily resort ; 
I discovered the hours;at which the old gentleman's faiiiily 
were most frequently visible, and became acquainted with" 
the persons of most of them. I afterwards found out that 
this ruin had formed part of a very large estabHshment, 
belonging in former times to some rich nobleman, hot 
which it^ present master, the old doctor, not being able to 
occupy entirely, had divided into sever'al dwellings, accom- 
modating himself in ihe first place, and' abandoning to de- 
cay such parts as were not rented out to others. The old 
buildiilg, which sp conveniently served my purpose, had 
never beemnade-use of by Mim, and was totally neglected ; 
which may account for the inattention of leaving unguarde 
ed a point so dangerous to its' master's honour. Every 
day I feasted my eyes upon the lovely rose-garden of living 
beauty, of whwb it commanded the view, without attempt- 
ing to make any nearer approach, and d^priv^d, as it seem- 
ed, of the :hope of ever tasting its sweetness. But each 
visit to my hiding-place gi^de me bolder ; I continued 
longer at my post, and becai^e less iittentiv6 to scrupulous 
cohcealm^t. More than once had I remarked the eyes 
of the lovely Fatimah — so it seemed was the dignified 
beauty named— 5-wandering towards the broken walls that 
concealed ine ; but as her looks seemed to be neither di- 
rected by curiosity nor suspicion, the circumstance rather 
tended to increase my rash security, than to teach me pru- 
dence. 



One fine day^ on reactuog- mj station^ I taw^at a glance 
that tberje .was a. more^than or^Dary bustle in tli£ harem ^ 
that the preparations of a feast wiBre carrjfing on: . The 
curtains of the haS werq drawn up ; the carpets^ before 
lyiiig folded in heaps, were spread upon itis floor ; the pave- 
ment before it, and the pathways leadings to it, were swept 
clean, and every thing w.as pUt into perfect order. . The 
slave-girls, in their best.attire, hurried to and fro, and bore 
in their, hainds all the .different utensils requisite for laying 
out a superb entertainment. 

Presently F^timab, followed by two of her women, one 
of whom was the sweet-looking creature ^hom I had b&- 
for€ remarked, crossed the court, and took her seat at one 
of the windows in the hall, i She had not been there long 
before the shuffling of slippers, and the sound of laughter 
from many voices apprx>aching, ^were fallowed by the en- 
trance of several females ; wlio, Ihrewing off the blue 
checked veils which covered them, from/head to. foot, ap- 
peared in the form of ^ieg^v^j dressed ladies, and th^ir 
attendants: It was now plain that this was an^ entertain- 
ment given, by Fatimah to some of her female friends. 

My heart was tumutkipusly filled with pleasure, mingled 
with no small share of apprehension,. at this sight.. There 
is soD^ething in the sanctity of the harem which appesds so 
3trongly to the feelings of every faithful Mussulman, that the 
boldest of them shrink at the idea of violating it. The 
gradual approaches, and the long impunity with which I 
bad contrived to pry into the privacy of the old doctor's 
family, ha4 in great measure , quieted my conscience, and 
blinded me to the fear of conse()uences ; but-in this man^ 
ner to become a spy upon the persona of other women — 
the wives of men unknown to me, appeared a degree of 
impudence so unwarrantable, as to merit^-L could not but 
acknowledge it — the severest pdnishmonC; Yet the delight 
which I experienced at beholding' so inany lovely women, 
blazing in the fulness of their unveiled charms, intoxicated 
me so much, that I became be^dlesJB of Consequences, and 
was fixed to the spot in iJuirestrained admira^on '! 

As soon as all were seatedt, conversation commenced in 
the - most sprightly tone : calleeooas were brought ; tea 
and sherbet were band^ round; and, after a while, the 
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dlave-gids brought in a plenti^ banqoel^ to .which ih&M- 
dies did very sufficient honour : ^how fain ^6{i\d' I have 
joihed them.! . .* , . ^ -^ ' 

No sooner were the dishes rerfiov^^ and the company, 
after washing their hahds, h&d settled themselves cbm|ortar 
bly, leaning on their siikeri pillows, than 'dancing-girls were 
introduced, whbsB. Voluptuous mo veipents appeared tp give 
no smfall pleasure to their lovely spectators'; and I was so 
transported with the Whole scepe, that I forgot allcaution, 
and pressing forward to enjoy it mor^ fully^ was quite un- 
conscious that my person - became exposed to view ;• nor 
was it until I beheld the Jarge eyes of Fatimah bent full 
upon. me^ that t awoke t^o a Wnso of my dangerous posi- 
tion:— I was fascinated — tixed to the spot! My, treason 
wa^" clearly detected \ yetv though'' certain that the alarm 
must instantly be given, [could iiot fly ; those darkiadiant 
orbs held me speli-boUnd. But the hghtnings whiqh they 
shot weipc not those of* anger ; no alarm was given : and 
my "Wonder arose, with returning , recollection, at the ex- 
traordinary forbearance w^iich delayed the punishment doe 
to my cmdacity. '^ ^ 

I might have long continued gazing thus; and perhaps 
undisturbed,' but there were. other eyes as sharp, if notas 
beautiful, as thpsfeof Fatirtiah. An old attendant, follow- 
ing their direction, caught a glimpse of ray figure as it pro- 
jected from behind the wall, and screaming out *' Treachery ! 
treachery ! — a 'man ! a man 1" she effectually alarmed the 
whole party." 

All rose in confusion, and ran Bind squalled in concert. — 
" What means all this ? what hews are there ? what is the 
matter ?"— ^^ A- man ? a man ?^Oh, Mahomed ! ^ where is 
he ? Yah Allee t what will become of us ?" with fifty other 
like exclamations, echoed froni all sides. The slave-girls 
ran about, hot jtnowing which way to look ; the ladies hid 
their faces with their hands, and sough^ for their veils, be- 
traying more in thejr confusi^on than they yet had exposed to 
view. Had there^een no dread of consequences to check 
my mirth, it was a scene of laughter. Fatimah hersetf 
shrieked louder than the rest ; but an expfessive glance 
declared to me that from hei; Lhad nothing to fear — told me, 
entreated me, to look toiny safety, 
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It was full' tiin^, for the whole tribe was in full commo- 
tion, and a confused^iuciQiry had by' tfaiiB time arisen as to 
th^ gfouods qf the alarm. " Where was the intruder ? who 
had^^een him ?" demanded several voices ; and soon that 
o£ Fatimah was beard, laughing at the rest for their un-, 
fopn^ed terror. ' But the old hdg who 'had' seen, me was 
neither tp be ct)nvinced nor silenced so easily '; she exalted 
her cracked pipe, and swore, '' W'oliah^ Billah !"'"^ that she 
had seen a ipan half hid behind the broken walls of the 
Goombuz>e-Khan,t close by^ and insisted on an exan^iina- 
tion of the pk^ce : adding, ths^t her master , the Moojetehed4 
should be informed of it, that proper chastis^jment might be 
inflicted on the intruder. ' - - 

During this uproar, I had 4c9cended from my peeping 
station, and was' cautiously looking out to see if the path 
Was clear en^ugtto'leljnO effect my escape. The clamour 
was so high that I heard every thing that passed, and was 
seilsible of a rush being n^ade, to the postern door of the 
harenr,by which I had to pass, with th€i view no doubt, of 
intercepting me in my^i^ght.. I was puzzled whether to 
take my chance of concealment ^mong the charms of the. 
ruins, or to face the old doctor's servants, and escape by 
breaking my way through them. Fortunately for myself,^ I 
chose the last expedient. There was a bustle at the door 
as I passed it, as if they were forcing i$ open ; and as my 
retreating footsteps rung on their ears, I heard them cry, 
" There goes the haramzadeh r*§ " There goes the mis- 
creant!" — "He is off ! he is off!" .But in a moment I 
gained the lane ; and although I recollected passing a 
fbmale figure clos^ to its entrance, I heard no more of my 
pursuers. ^ , 

• 

* *Ab oath equivalent to " By God I" f The *' Khan's tower.". 

I Moojetehed — a ** high priest.*' ' 

§'LiteraUy, " base*-bom" — ^a tferm of abuse very obnoxious to Per- 
sian ears, but nevertheless frequently used. 
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jCHAPTER XXIV. 

• "^ . ' , • 

TBE XNTEBVISW. 

When J reached my lodgings iind began to reflect more 
calmly on>dl tbatiiad pasi^, I became satisfied that no in- 
convepietit discovery could fbllow.from^ my ungnardedim- 
prudence ; but it vexed me deeply to thiok'th&t 1 had in all 
probability deprived myself of an amusement which had 
occupied a part of my time so agreeably ,-^or it was cer- 
tain that I must not think of revisiting the ruins : — add 
thpugb I certainly had not at this time formed &ny plan for 
improving tny acquaintance with th^ ladies of the doctbr^e 
harem, I ielt that the deprfvatipn of that degree of com- 
munion with them, which 1 had for some time past enjoy- 
ed,^ would be like ' losing, the society of old and deUghtib! 
ffiende. 

I believe that the mortification and paip I suffered wBile 
this privation' lasted, led ine for* the first time to form de- 
signs which I probably never should have entertained if 
things had gone on as before ; but the magnificent beaiity 
of Fatimah, tuid the arch loveliness of her slave, haunted 
my imagination, now that I could no longer behold them, 
and I thought thkt, unless 1 could procure an interview 
with one or the. other of them, my peace was gone for 
ever. 

Where now, will it b^ said, was the love I once bore to 
the unfortunate Shlreext — to her whom I had sworn to 
love for ever and aloiie — whose innocence I had betrayed, 
whom Lhad left in peril of her life on my account ? Alas ! 
I was changed ; my own innocence was gone, and with it 
the simple tastes and better feelings of my early life. 
Since the commencement of my wild and reckless career 
in Mushed, if I thought of Shireen at all, it was with a 
mingled sensation, of pain and shame, that made me glad 
to banish her image from my heart.. It reproached me in 
her own sweet and gentle way for my thoughtless, my un- 
feeling conduct ; and. i could not bear it. I rushed into 
dissipation, a^d courted pleasure even in its most licentious 
form, to drown the bitter self-upbraidings which such 
recoflecti^ffls produced. 
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la the present' instance, mytimpfttience did not endure 
\oftg, although it was not-re^eved by any effort of my own. 
Returning, from the baths one morning doon after the event 
I have^ just related, a female figure closely veiled attracted 
ray attention in passing, by coughing in that significant 
manner so \;^e]l. known to all youtl^ul gallants, and then 
walkmg on, ^turning her head to see if I had caught, the 
signal. 

-^.Ever ready for an adventure^ I followed witho\]t scruple, 
and she proceeded, lfM>king' back at each turning, until by 
a ^succession of circuitQUs lanes we had reached a^ deserted 
and. ruinous quarter of the town with which I was quite 
unacquainted. At length, uncertain wliither, or for what 
purpose, she. might be conducting me, I called several 
times to my guide, desiring her (o stop and let me speak 
to her 4 But all the reply was another significant gesture, 
ailer which she continue^ her progress, until at last, diving 
into a. dark alley, she disappeared from my view. 
• I now- called out loudly without Teceivin'g any, reply ; 
but resolved, if possiUe, to force an explanation of this 
tmacoountable conduct, and to discover whither the adven- 
ture was likely to tend^ 1 plunged into the alley where my 
conductress had disappeared, and groping my way in utter 
darkness, advanced .^i|h all the caution I could use. 

For fifteen or twenty yards the path extended without 
interruption between walls of , damp cold earth ; and I 
confess that some misgivings did cross my mind as to the 
designs of my guide in dect>ying me; as it seemed, into so 
suspicious a place. J cared little for what might happen 
in daylight ; but against surprises in the dark, who could 
provide? I.waa halMnclined to make good my retreat, 
while there was yet time. 

My cogitations^ were interrupted by an accident; I 
came unexpectedly upon a descent, and being quite unpre- 
pared for it, stumbled, and fi^l down several steps cut in 
the earth, just as a door at the bottom of tliem fiew open, 
and my conductress appeared at it, holding a lamp in her 
hand. 

The loud shout of female laughter which followed, dis- 
pelled my appreheiisions, and my hitherto silent guide exr 
claimed with something of a sneer, " So t here's a jouth 

go 
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of mettle — ^n^tfaer darkness nor danger can check bis • 
progreas in an intrigue ; let him but g0i sight of a woman, 
anid away he follows the waft pf her veil, if' it lead him 
into the very bowels of >the earth !-~* Well, he is young-, 
and peril is the price of pleasure ; the joys of Paradise are 
cmly to be reached through . the dark gates of death — but 
he may find the purchase a dear one ; — bring him along, 
slaves, bring him along!" 

Dufing this address I rose sib wJy from the grounds some- 
what confounded, but luckily, unhurt by my Ml ; and; mu- 
sing a little on her conoliiding observation, I roechanictiUy 
accompanied two veiled . females. Who seizing each an 
arm, led me through the door. /By the light of -the lamp 
we traversed a subterraneous passage, the mud-built waUs 
of which were cold and gt-oen with danlp. A door at the 
fiirther end opened upon another flight of steps, by whicii 
we ascended to a vauhed apartment like that of a bath, 
built of bricks, and sparingly ornamented With -lackered 
tilesk ^^ Stay here a little,^' saidmy guide,^^ and on your 
peril stir not till my return." 

8tir? how -was I to stir? or where was I to go, bewil- 
dered as I had beeo with' the various windings of the way, 
and attended as T still was by my'two female guards ; who, 
though they quitted their bold, and retiring a pace or two, 
stood with hands respectfully crossed on their breasts, were 
still ready to give the alarm ^should I attempt resistance-or 
reU-eat. But, in truth, 1 had no -intention of trying to 
elude their vigilance; I. was. too desirous, to see the 
end of this singular adventure, to quit it^on the very point 
of discovery. Silence, ho^iv^ver, had not -been enjoined 
ine, and I made use of my tongue to question my fair at- 
tendants^ as to the object of my detention. I asked them 
where I was ? who it might be that required my presence ? 
— ^was it their mistress ?— -it must be so ; — was she fair ? — 
young ? — beautiful ?-^I varied these questions in form and 
manner, but %all in vain ; not a word could I elicit ; and 
ibr once, two Women persevered in holding their tongues 
and keeping their counsel. One of them, for a moment, 
placed her finger on' that part of her veil which concealed I 

her mouth, and then returned to her niotionless, respectfiil 
posture ;•'— but that was all-^no farther isign nor word 
espaped them. 






Like a fool, I l)«soiigiit tiiem to take off their veils ; and 
when ibey would not answer, swbte. I would, tear them off, 
aDd'ino,ved towaj'ds one of them,, as if J was going to put 
my threat in-execution.' But shaking their* heads signifi- 
cantly, they waved me-baek with an action so- decided as 
to^ render ine ashamed of my silly bravadd; and 1 gave up 
all hopes of learning'any thing from them. 

I continued nearly half an holir in this awkward and anx- 
ious condition, whep the door re-'Opened, and my conduc- 
tress making her appearance, 'beckoned me fprward. My 
two guards once -more- seizing my arms, led me onwards 
through a short passage, which was 'closed at the opposite 
end by a thick quflted curtain. It rose as if «elf-lifted, as 
we- approached, and a ,blaza of light burst uponvme, so 
dazzling after the obscurity ' I had been kept in, that for 
soma moments I could distinguish nothing. 

As. my eyes grew familiar with the light, I pei;ceived that 
I was in a small apartment, exquisitely fitted up with all 
that could contribute to comforiand to luxury. The roof 
was painted with flowers of azure and gold ; richly flow- 
ered hangings of felt and silk covered the greater part of 
the walls 4 and the shelves and recesses were filled with 
china and other ornamental toys; Carpets t)f .the most 
brilliant colours covered the floor, and along the top and 
sides of the room were spread the thickest and softest na< 
muds of KermaUn. A brilliant fire of wood, . blazing in a 
handsome recess, diffused at once a delightful fragrance 
^nd a genial heat through the apartment ; — and several 
silver lamps, and candlesticks, bearing wa^en tapers; shed 
a light equal to that of noon-day. 

But it was not immediately that these particulars could 
be observed, for my whpl^ faculties were at first engrossed 
by one object ; and that was a lady of majestic mem and 
richly-dressed, who sat leaning upon a silken cushion, at 
the upper end of the apartment. Her face was closely 
veiled, but the first gUmpse I had of her exquisite shape 
thrilled through my soul, as making a low obeisance I stood 
attentive to receive her conlrnands.^ 

The lady gazed at me for a while through the laced eye- 
lets of her veil, and then making a signal with her hand, 
my guards and conductress withdrew, leaving us entirely 
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alone. Her. demeanour was so noble, and the whole stc^gne 
was 80 imposing — ^so unlike the ^haunts oi^ vice and ibllf^ 
which I had too much freguented of late-*-that I stpod for 
a time irresolute and confused. At last, uncertain how to 
behave, I made a step forward^ and prepared to address her^ 
when the lady herself arose, and ihrowing aside her veiU 
discovered to me the well-known features, of Fatioiab I 

" Stranger 1" saidjshe — ^*and yet can those be termed 
strangers who have watched each other's looks as we have 
done ? — 'Vvhat canst thou think of a woman who, thus un- 
solicited avows her love for one, with whom, till nqw, she 
has never spoken ? Yet, if thy looks, thy conduct, 'inter- 
pret rightly the feelings of thy heart, they hav,e deelared 
that she who now addresses thee, is neither an object of 
indifference or disgust. Btit let thy lips confirm the tale 1 
instantly relieve me from all dread of a degradation I could 
not endure — the thought that I had humbled myself to one 
who never sought this meeting." 

She paused for a reply, while her eye shot fire at the idea 
which ber fancy had conjured up. 

Scarcely recovered from my sjiirprise, I knew not how 
to address her — how to express my rapture at the interest 
she had expressed for me. ^^ An object of indifference i^ 
cried I ; ^^ say rather of the deepest, admiration — ^the most 
devoted love 1 Ah, lady ! you little know how I have 
watched your steps — your looks — your actions, even when 
I dared not hope for such an event as this." — " I know 
more than you think," replied the lady, with a heavenly- 
smile ; "I know who vou. are, where you live, and bow 
long you have watched all that passes within the walls of 
my dwelling, Th^t I was the objeet of your gaze, I ven- 
tured, perhaps too boldly to believe : it is in that belief I 
have sought this interview, and I seek its confirmation from 
your own mouth. Ismael, let me feel that I am justified f 
let me not deem myself unworthily degraded I" 

Eagerly did I assure the beautiful Fatimah of my entire 
devotion — of my enthusiastic adoration of her charms — 
and painted with all the ardour of passion, the earnestness 
with which I daily awaited her appearance, hung upon her 
steps, and watched every glimpse of her countenance; nor 
did I find it very difficult to persuade my mistress of m\ 



lore, or reconcile her to the advtirices she had ffiade to fa- 
vour-it. ■•■'.' ..-■•■■'••'"' 

,A» fimYiwity and confidence grew between us, I related 
to her the whole origin and progress of my passiouv fto'D 
the first distant view. I had fi-om the minaret, down to the 
day when I was driven fi'om my' post on "the ruined house, 
by the alarm which was sj^read by the ojd woman. '" Ah !" 
said shie, laughing heartily, "that Was truly a pretty afiair ; 
you nearly pAid fi)r your fgol-hardiness that day, l can tdl - 
you : had I not stood your fi-iend, you had been taken to a 
certainty, and then how Would you have looked? — 'your life 
would' cbrt^inly have- been the sacrifice^ 

"When i found.it impossible tb silence the old crone," 
continued Patimah, " I contrived to get hel^^ of the key of 
the small postern-door, from .whence 'yorur retreat must 
have been intercepted, so that it could not be opened in 
time, and pursuit I knew would be in vain.. ' For manjr ' 
days before, I had placed a servant in waiting, to give me 
notice of your arrival at yodr p6st, and with ord^er? to take 
care that nothing might disiurlS^ ydu in your concealment, 
or, in case of discovery, to mislead your pursuers. You 
bad not twice visited the ruined house, before 1 saw you, 
had your watched, and discovered who you were. I ob- 
served your attention 'fixed upon me : your appearance, 
the enterprise you displayed, interested me, audi resolved 
to learn whether you were worthy of my notice. . Often 
have I myself, closely veiled in poor apparel^ watched your 
steps, and_ dwelt upon your features and your person. I 
have traced your haunts ; I have regretted your dissipa- 
tion ; and I resolved to make an effort to deta^ih you from 
so dangerous a course. Whether my pains are to be re- 
warded, is now to be seen. Ismael, yoti must not disap- 
point m^. For the present, let us amuse ourselves ; we 
are here in a retreat secure froM allinterruptipn, and I 
shall endeavour to make the time pass agreeably j but it 
is now the hour of breakfast, and you must partake of some 
refreshment along with me." 

She clapped her bands three; ^mes^ up^n whieh & private 
door opened, and three or f^ female $}aves entered, bear- 
ing trays, covered with the choiceat dishes. Our appetites 
wqre courted by the most delicately-seasoned kabaubs and 

20* 
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stews^omiBlettes, creaios, and sweetmeats ; and tbe richesi 
sherbets of pomegranates, of limes, aiid of cinnamon, fa- 
voured with rose water, mantled in china basins; t» quench 
our thirst: . -" 

. Fatimah, with the swe(2test smile, now inyited me to sit 
by herself, and beeped me with her own hand to the choi- 
cest morsels, first tasting them to give them an additional 
relish* I in my turn,, when i found a dish of sujrpassin^ 
flavour^ entreated her io accept of a' portion from my hand, 
placing it myself upon th^ cake of bread* before her. 

After we had spent some tjme in^satisfying our hunger, 
she once more clapped her hands ; upon which two of the 
slaves, who' had ail retired, after placing the repast before 
us, returned bearing a flagon and several drinking-vessels. 
" This,'* said she, *'^ is the cordial which fools ^nd &n&tics 
forswear, as forbidden by the Prophet^— (praised be his 
name !) — ^but which wise men love, find use as one of the 
choicest boons bestowed by Heaven on man. It raises tbe 
sinking spirits — it is balm to the broken heart— -it heightens 
the joys of love, and anticipates those of Paradise. This 
wine flowed from those delicious grapes which blush on 
the plains of Nishapofe ; — for the enjoyment of this, did 
the sweetest of poetst forsake the splendid court of the 
great Malek 8hah, and the friendship of his vizier, the wise 
and magnificent Niaam-ool-rMoolk ;— ^receive then, my love, 
this inspiring draught from tbe hands of thy servant, and 
enjoy the delights it bestows." . 

The wine, in truth, was ^ excellent, and Fatimah and I 
drank several bumpers of it so rapidly, that we both began 
to f(5el its influence. After a while we became somewhat 
sobered, and Fatimah, turning to me, obserred — **• Ismael, 
my friend, I have. heard something of your adventures r 

* The Persians at meals lay iHarge cake, or flap of bread, upon tbe 
doth before them, which' serves jbs a plate, to which they finequenti)' 
traufer portiOBs of the victuals which are in dishes before them, while 
teanng .off morsels as required ; if is also eaten along with their meat, 

t Omar Keyoomee, a native of Nidiapore, who, when offered ho- 
nours, weal^ and titles, by hU early friend, Nisam-ool-MooIk, preferred 
the cafan repose and quiet eiooyments of his native countiy, the reve-^ 
nues of which ^ere^ ^stoved upgatEiv) a/sordiiigTy by theSbcgral vj- 



iadeed, they are still in men's motOha as a subject of con- 
versatioB ; but I desire mueh to hear all that has beft^W 
you from ypur own lips. But first it is fit that you should 
know something of her to whom you are. now bound, I 
trusty by willing .ties — who has encountereid no small' dan- 
ger for lyour sake, and who would bf ave death itself to do 
you good. . , ,.' 

" My story is neither long nor even^fu^- . I am by bir-lh 
an Afi|[hann, of the noble tribe of^ Barukzei. My father, 
as well as I can reinember, was a respected elder'* of our 
village, which was situated in a refnote mountain district,' 
greatly exposed to the attacks of the Hazarabs. In one 
of these attacks, about twelve years ago, our village -was 
surprised and plundered ; the greater part of its men were 
put to deaths and its women "and children carried off. I 
fell to the lot of Sultaup AHee Hyder Beg, a Hazarah chief, 
who. had been active in the assault ^ and in his family I re% 
mained until I was twelve. years of age. . . 

^^ At this period Khorasan was goviBrned by Ismad tChan, 
on the part of Shah Sultaun Hoossein ; and though- the 
royal power was then, in its decay, and troubles were con- 
tinually arising in th^ province, the authority of its govern- 
or, supported as it was by a large military force, was formi- 
dable enough to command the respect of the .neighbouring 
predatory chiefs, who accordingly endeavoured to conciliate 
his good-will.both by fair wor<£i and presents. 

^^In some negotiatic^ of this sort, I was made over to 
the Khan, along with sundry, fine horses, and several doo- 
staaukht camels. I was then just rising into w:omanhobd ; 
and the Khan, who was curious in the selectifti of his 
Jiarem, was highly pleased with the promise of beauty 
Avhich he was pleased to discover in my person. The AflT- 
ghaun women of my tribe, like all those of the taore north- 
ern districts, are fair, and possess a natural bloom not in- 
ferior to that of the Joveliest 6eorgiat)s, while their fea- 
tures, perhaps sometimes too strongly marked^ ace gene- 
jrally animated with an engaging eatpjessSoQ of spirit and 

* Reisti-sQjSeed— Uterally, '* wliite»)>eard,'^-^sne!dec, Qr patriarch of 
a tribe or village. ' ' ) 

t,Hatiii|@twohQiDp8. 
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intelligooce. In sbott, ihe Rhan was delighted with hi# 
acquisiiioDf and ia doe Ume I became his principal favour- 
ite.- "."•;' 

*^ But the Rhan #a8 too ^neral an admirer to be con- 
stant in his attachments : be was, indeed, fickle in the ex- 
treme ; and perhaps bis indi£ferencc$ to me was hastened 
by another circumstance — I did not appear likely to -become 
a mother. Certaiait is^ that afler enjoying his favour for 
three years, his attentions ceased, ahd my spirit was wound- 
ed by discovering^ too clearly that -I- had lost sdl power over 
him. Ne^ect I 'could not endure ; and though I had 
never loved ihe Khan-much^ I n9>w bated him, and those 
for whom he had abandoned iae. 

^^ About this time, the troubles of Khorasan in- 
creased, and the city of Mushed itself became a scene of 
intrigue and faction. Ismael - Khan ' experienced sufficient 
jdifficulty in maintaining his authority, and had recourse to 
every means in his power for str^gthening his party in the 
city. Among other' expedients, he did not omit to pay 
attentions to the priesthood, who at all times exercise a 
very important infiuence in the place. 

^^ Among these hbly demagogues, he who now calls 
himself my husband^ the Moojeteh^d''^ Meerza Allee Moo> 
kuddvis~^(shame b^ on his beard!) — held a conspicuous 
place, and to bim w6re the attentions of Ismael chiefly 
directed. This demure old hypocrite, ptofbtindly skilled 
in the act of cajoKng ihe world by appearances, bad- suc- 
ceeded, by a long course of cant and dissimulation, in raising 
himself, in the opinioa of the people, to the dignity of a 
saint. C^ry word be spoke, every maxim h^ tittered, 
was received as inspirati<m ; riches poured in' upon him 
from every quartet, and high and low crowded around him 
whenever he inade bis appearance in public, to crave his 
counsel, and receive his blessing. 

^* Oh ! how little do they who put their faith in such 
venerable cheats — who exhaust their own coflbrs to enrich 
them^-^who place their necks under their feet, and confide 
their very souls to their keeping — ^little do such men know 
-on wiiat a rotten staff they leietn ! But who that sees them 

* High-prieit.. 
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as ihey walk with sancdfied air, their eyes cast upon the 
ground in- holy abstraction, telhng their large b€%ds, and 
muttering incessaiatly as if in prayer — who that hears the 
sage precepts. which drop from their mouths, and the deep 
religious intpnation with which they lecture Tromthe sacred 
volume ; (hat watches their rigid observanceis of prayer, 
their fVequent and scrupulous ablutions, their hatred, their 
intolerance of all heterodoxy and schism--::'who that hears 
and sees all this, and sees no mor6, can doubt the since- 
rity attested by so inany external proofs ?. But were men 
to follow these candidates for canonization into their khel- 
wuts and uhderaons,'*^ and see them give loose to sensuality, 
intemperance, and vice,. how soon would .their opinions be 
ehaoged ! Then would their avarice and ambition stand 
detected ; then raight^he meek benevolent priest be seen 
transformed into the cruel master or the tyrannical hus- 
band, vying in the caprice and inordinateness of his appe- 
tites with the most licentious prince ; and the ascetic who 
would imprecate all ~ the curses of the Koran upon the 
wretch detected in' selling a^ flagon g[ wine, might be 
found himself indulging in all fbe delicious intoxication 
produced by opium, by maajoon,t and by arrack,| 

" This very Meerza Allee Mookuddus,.were you to enter 
his public hall, and see him surround^ by his disciples — 
bow simple, how meek, how pious /would he appear ! no 
sign of wealth to be seen— every -thing about him plain as 
in the house of the poorest MooUah : — ^^qarse mats cover 
the floor instead of carpets — the walk, formfed of clay: 
and chopped straw, are left in all their nakedness : his cal- 
leeoon is of plain black leather mounted with brass or pew; 
ter ; and if he gives a dish of tea to a guest, it is handed 
to him in cups of the coarsest china. 

^^ But enter his khelwut, visit those parts of the underoon 
frequented, by himself, and -mark the difference. Ilicher 
carpets, softer numuds, are nawhere to be found than yoti 
will see in hi§ apartments ; and screens, curtains,.and hang- 
ings of the finest velvets and ailkd df China ; mattresses, 

, , • ■ ■ 

* •Private, and women's apartments. 

t A narcotic preparation, generally from BJiang — ^that is, a subsfunce 

<^>xtracted from the leaves of hetnpt of a very intoxicaUng natQi:e<. 

f Arrackj is ardent spirits of every Jdnd. 
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pillows, and cudiioDs iituffsd with eider-down* from the 
Caq>iui 869] shawls of Oashmere; fur from Astrakan 
and Bockhara ; china of the rarest qaality in cups of silver 
— ^ali in full profusion, administer to the poinforts and In^n- 
ries of this self-denying saint. 

^^ instigated by the appeals of Ismael Khan to his avarice 
and ambition, this infamous old deceiver exerted himself^ — 
at least) so he professed to do — in appisasing the dissen^ 
sions which bad arisen in Mushed and its neighbourhood. 
If he was sincere in these exertions, the sequel showed 
how much his influence ha^ been overrated :— but let that 
pass; Ismael had received intimation that the Meerza 
was no less devoted than himself to all the luxuries of the 
harem ; and among other proofs of the favour which h& 
showjered upon, bis worthy ally^ /was proposed for hia ac- 
ceptance, as a beautiful and accomplished, slave, whom he 
would have made his wife, had not peculiar circumstances 
interfered to prohibit it. His wife ! he never meant to 
wed me 1 — that was another of his insults. J, an A%h«un 
of no meau rank, well Worthy of his h«nd,-^-4ie took ad- 
vantage of my youth, qf my condition ;■ robbed me of all 
tiiat wnH valuable, and when ' weary, passed me off as a 
vde slave to the next sensualist whose caprice was attracted 
by mv rejected charms.*' She paused in great agitation : 
h»T oneek glowed, and her eyes jgflistened with a demoniac 
fire ; her look was tisrri/ic. " But he is gone !" said she ; 
^« he has dearly paid for his crimes ! he has Suffered for all 
his insults to me, though not by .my hand ! 

" To return to my story. He contrived that the Meerza 
i^hould see me unobserved : it was enough ; the old volup- 
tuary was smitten with my beauty, and eagerly accepted of 
the Khan's offer. . Both were pleased ; the one to get rid 
of a troublesome burden, the other to acquire on such easy 
terms what he considered as a valual>le possession. I was 
informed of my fate without much ceremony ; but to 
sweeten the draught, it was added, that the Meerza had 
agreed to make me His wife. To me the transfer was a 
matter of indiflerence. I could be no worse off than in 

'*' A down of the finest description for pillows and cushions is proeu* 
red from a kind of duck which breeds in great numbers on the banks ol' 
the Casjiian sea. 
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the Khan^s jz^nenah ; and eren had | been dicposed to 
object^ (Q what good purpose would it baye been ? — ^th« 
Khan,' if he pleased, might bav;e sold me ^ a slaye in 
the basaar :; or the cord, the knife^ or the bowl, might easily 
have been applied to rid .him of one who hung heavy on his 
hands. • . , 

I bad not b^en Jong introduced into the Meerza's harem, 
before I p^Kseived that my condition .was altered for the 
better. I was disgusted, indeed, with the looks,' the age, 
tgad the infiridaities of my new lord ; but the love he had 
so weakly conceived for me, gave me an obvious advan*> 
tage^ which J was cesolvejd to improve. 

" The Meerza had only one lawful wife, at this time an 
infirm old woman ; but he made up for it by filling his 
harem with a number of the handsomest slaves he could 
procure. They all hat^d him, and racked their inventioni^ 
to deceive him; the, consequence of which was a succes- 
sion of atrocious cruelties, not perhaps exceeded in any 
zenanab of equal extent in the empire. 

^^ I. set about concihatirig this old wretch, and succeeded 
so well that his dotage became complete. But though I 
encouraged his love, I would not grant him^a single favour 
until he hadvduiy and formally made me his wife. It was 
^ difficult game to play, but so artfully did I manage the 
old man's temper, and inflame his passion, that he prefer- 
red to- gain upon my own terms that which without this 
sacrifice he feared to lose entirely; for, whenever he 
threatei^d force, I declared that I would > put myself to 
death, rather than yield to him otherwise than as his wife. 

^VThat point once gained, the game was my own. He 
became ' more and more enamoured, and more and more 
fearful of losing what had infatuated him. By degrees, I 
forced him to get rid of many of his female slaves, and es- 
tablished myself suj^reme in -the haretn. A comparative 
calm ha@ reigned there since I entered it, and the cruel 
consequences of his fury or his jealousy more rarely occur. 
I do not attempt entirely to control his inclinations, for the 
bonds by which I hold him might break if too tightly strain- 
ed ; and the knowledge that I wmk 6ccasionally at his 
irregularities^ procures . for myself a degree of fireedom 
which I naif bt not otherwise be able to command. 
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^^ It is how five years since I became bis wife, and nrf 
dislike to fais odibus person and more odious <;baracter has 
ratber incre^ed than diminished. The state of contiDual 
restraint I have lived ia, has long become irksome beyond 
measure, and I have experienced an earnest longing to pour 
out my pent-up affections on some one capable of appre- 
ciating their value. ^- I saw you, Ismael^and something 
whispered that you wer« the man : my good star -seems to 
have bestowed you upon me, thwart not its beneficial iofl|i- 
ence. Ismael, I cannot brook a rival in the heart of him JL 
love : — if mine at all, you must be whoUy nnne : — bew,are 
of betraying my confidence-^— draw not down ruin on the 
heads of both by rousing the jealousy or revenge of an 
injured woman I" . . 

She oeased-*-^]ightnings once more shot from her eye as 
she uttered these i^ords,;and her contracted brow betrayed 
the keenness of her feelings, -and the violence of her tem- 
per. It was not without a sentiment allied to disgust, that 
I marked the bitter spirit which frequently broke forth both 
in ber looks and in- her words. :-^such feelings or such 
threats were not, methought, fitting- to accompany the ex* 
pression of woman^s love. I remembered the mSd ti^n- 
derne^s of my own Shireen, and the recollection thrilled 
thcoiigh me with a pang of anguish. But the frown of 
Fatimah vanished- like a.cloud.from the mountain's brow, 
and her face ~^as once more radiant with smiles ; my sen- 
ses were fairly intoxicated with her dazzling beauty ; the 
voice of reason and prudence was stifled in my breast, and 
I vowed to her Undivided and eternal love. 

We continued to converse until late in the day. I told 
her my story, but could not bring myself to be explicit on 
the subject of Shireen ; it woujd have seemed to. me like 
polluting some holy shrine. * But Fatiinah saw enoUgh to 
guess near the truth, and tpld me it was as well I had left 
my little mistress in the Desert, firom whence there was no 
risk of her ever coming to claim me. 

The hour at lengUi warned us to separate. Embracing 
me with passion, and assurinir me that I should speedily 
iiear from her, my mistress committed me to the care of 
her old slave ; who conducted me back by the same passa- 
ges to a point whence I could regain o^ lodjpng. She 
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^rew aside h^ veil as she was abcmt to leave me, and I re- 
€o^ised the maiieioud features of the6ld hag who had 
persisted in alarming the company in the Meerza's harem, 
when I was discovered on the house-top. ^*' Well,^' said 
the crone, with » hideous grin, ^^ are ^ou satisfied with the 
end of your- adventure — are you content with your recep- 
tion ? I ho^ you bear me no malice for the trick I played 
you ? But I did not mean ydu to break your Heck ; I ne- 
ver dreamed you would have ventiared so far as you did. 
Biit," added she significantly, ^^ you will find, before all is 
ended, that thtJdewho woidd enjoy the lo-ve of my mistress, 
require a^^ood stock of bcddness.'^ 

I interpreted the first part of this address into a hint for 
something in the shape of a present ; so I proved my for- 
giveness to &e old duenna, and my love for her mistress, 
by slip{Hng a fow pieces into her hand, and left her, musing 
a little on the obscure import of her last expressions, which 
I neither liked nor comprehended. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

» 

XNTRIGUfiS. ZBEBAH. 

Fbom this time I passed but few days without seeing 
Fatimah, whose eminent beauty and inexhaustible variety 
of conversation and accomplishments, together with the 
devoted love she manifosted for myself, fascinated me so 
completely, that in spite of the uneasiness, even alarm, 
which the sallies of her impetuous temper would sometimes 
occasion, I continued spell-bound by her charms ; and 
though the thraldom was sometimes oppressive, I neither 
dared nor folt disposed to break it. It was not that I loved 
her-*-my sentiments for Fatimah partook but little of so 
refined a passion } it was an intoxication of the senses — a 
tyranny of the imagination, in which vanity no doubt had 
its full share. But in truth, ray mistress, more than any 
woman I ever knew., possessed the povi^er of turning the 
heads of those whom she desired -to attach : if not in love, 
I was at all events dazzled, bewitch^, enslaved. 

The haughty and overbearing spirit of my mistress was 

21 * 
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not the only quaBty which threatened her lovers with ruin ; 
other obliquities of character in time developed themselves. 
One day, on coming to the nsual, place 4)f rendezvous, { 
found, her in very low spirits *, and on looking at her face, 
I saw she had been in tears. . For a long time she refused 
to tell me the cause ; but lit last, when I complained of 
this want of confidence, she smiled faintly, and said it was 
a matter which I could not remedy, and therefore she had 
been unwillinff to. vex me by adverting to it She had had 
a quarrel with her miserly old husband, who refused to give 
her money for certain clothes and ornaments which she 
required : " And in truth," added she, " I wanted it for 
other purposes : I owe money where it is unpleasai^t to be 
in debt, and may suffer great inconvenience ; while the v,ile 
old Meerza thinks only of stdfing his strong boxes with 
tomaiins^ and sequins 1 But come," continued she, seeing 
that my feelings were fully interested in her distress-^ 
^^ come, we need talk no more of this at present; let us for- 
get all care and be merry." So saying she cleared her 
brow, and nothing more passed at the time ; but the cir- 
cumstance dwelt on my mind, and I resolved to yield her 
such assistance as I could. 

The next time I visited my mistress, I brought with me 
twenty tomauns, the greater part of all I had saved fi'om the 
money I brought to Mushed. 

Her eyes glistened with joy when I presented it to her, and 
entreated her acceptance of it, as a mark of my devotion 
to her ease and comfort. ^^ Ah ! my dear Ismael !" cried 
she, ^^ I cannot rob you in this manner ; yet I own that the 
loan of this money would just now be extremely conve- 
nient. It might indeed save me fron^ serious danger ; nay, 
it may be necessary to the continuance of what it would kill 
me to loose— our future interviews 1 Oh ! why am I not 
independents-free ? why am I bound to that miserable 
wretch so fast that. I cannot break the chain i But he can- 
not live for ever ! and when he is gone, Ismael, I shall be at 
liberty — free to prove the fiilness of my love for you ! Yes ! 

* A golden coin, vaiTing in its Talne ; being* worth in some plaedis 
only fi^een shillingB sterling : while in others, particulftrly in Kfaorasim, 
it rises as high as from thirty to thirty-five shillings. 
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I will take your money : but as a loan — only as a loan wiU 
I accept it, to be repaid with fall interest hereafter." 

This was the first truit that opened out 4 new point in 
my -mistress' character. Highly improvident and prodtgal, 
she was rapacious in a corresponding degree ; and Unable 
to procure from the coffers of her husband sufficient funds 
for supplying her extravagance, she scrupled not at any 
means of obtaining them elsewhere. AH this I disc^^vered 
afterwards ; for at this time 1 was blind. I only felt de- 
light at finding it in my power to prove, in however smalV 
a degree, the devotion, the gratitude L entertained for her 
who had distinguished me so highly. 
- The ice'once broken, however; her requests, or demands 
I may call them, came heavily and rapidly. One day she 
was in distress, because a-merchant in the bazaar threaten- 
ed to apply to her husband for payment of certain silks and 
brocades she had purchased. At anothei" time she re-' 
quired the means of. purchasing the dlence and assistance 
of her own servants, towards the continuation of our in- 
trigue ; and again she was drowned in tears and choaked 
with sighs, because a friend 4D»fher^s had coaxed h^r hus- 
band out of a beautiful set of toorquoise ornaments ; and 
she pined to have one that should outvie them I — :the jisw- 
els were ready, but the money, the whole at least, was not ; 
and the odious jeweller would neither abate of his price, 
nor give credit. What was to be done ? who could with- 
stand such arguments ? Not [ at least : so Isold clothes 
arid arms sufficient to. procure the sum required ; and to 
restore to my capricious mistress her smiles and good hu- 
mour. 

But anxious as I was to please her, and all too ready to 
sacrifice every thing for her service, I could not disguise 
from myself that the course I was running led to .destruc- 
tion. All my money was gone— indeed, I could not 
have procured the sums which I expended, had. not resour- 
ces of an unexpected nature opened to supply me. In 
spite of these, however, I was forced to dispose of the 
greater part of my clothes and valuables, and to run in debt 
besides : ruin stared me in the i&ce, and I becanie absent, 
melancholy, and desponding. 

U was during this course of folly, that, wandering list- 
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lessly one eveniog near the scenQ of our rendezroos^ swo^ 
m^n^ closely. sbroaded inJierTeU, passed ore at a rapid 
pace, and touched me gently with the back of her hand. 
I turned at the signaJ, and- following so as to keep her ia 
view, overtook her just as she entered a ruined building not 
far distant. 

It was a toofless hovel : but a screen of mats and reeda 
hanging* upon the farther wall,^ promised something better 
within. The female was in the act of lifting it when I 
made my appearance, and lingering a moment ere she let 
it drop, she invited me to Ibllow. 

I scrupled not to enter, and found myself in a small bu^ 
neat apartment^ constructed like Jthose of the peasantry, of 
mud, and carpeted only at one end with coarse fl^lts. J^ 
single lamp gave light enough to show all that was within ; 
and by it I discerned two females, one.of whomi was my 
unknown guide ;. the other, a^total stranger, withdrew im- 
mediately at a signal &om her companioo. ^ 

When* we were alotie, I approached my fair conductress, 
who trembled much, as I be£rged her to inform me whdm 
I might be addressing, and what commands «he might 
have for a stranger like myself* " Ah, m,y loi'd !*' repUed 
a Jow sweet voice which I thought I recognised ; " how 
much I fear you will blaiAe me for this step : — and yet I 
could not help it — I had such reasons for wishing ta see 
you— ^tofipeak with you— to — to." — She hesitated and stop- 
ped in great agitation, while doubting and dreading I knew 
not what ; I tried to soothe' her, but entreated her to con- 
ceal herself no longer. ** Who are you then ? — ^speak 
again — I surely know that voice — remove that veil, I be- 
seech you, and let me see these features.'' Slowly was the 
veil removed, and disclosed the arch and lovely features of 
Fatimab's beautiful slave, whom I had admir^ so much on 
the day when first I saw her mistress in the court of the 
Meerza's harem« Ever since that moment her form had 
-haunted my imagination-^even in the arms of Fatimah I 
often thought with a sigh on the milder though less daz- 
zling charms of her slave. I sometimes suspected she 
might be of the number of the veiled shives who attended 
her mistress at our meetings ; and once I thought she sigh- 
ed as she passed me \ but her face was always concealed* 
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SO I was left to my own coqjectures, whicb, ho doubt, 
served to keep alive an interest that might otherwise have 
died away. - ; 

At this unexpected appearance of Zeebah, all the^love I 
had conceived for her awoke in full force. Iflew to the 
beautiful slave, and clasping her- in my arms poured forth 
an incoherent torrent of thanks for the meeting she had so 
generously given ine, and professions of the most ardent 
R>ve. But she, gently disengaging herself, said, ^^ No, no, 
my lord, these caresses belong to my mistress^-it is not for 
her slave to rob Ifer.of them — it was not for this I brought 
you hither — we must not speak in such a strain." — " Ah, 
my charming Zeebah!" cried i, interrupting her, ^^ what 
injustice is this to yourself and to me ! If you knew what 
I have felt for you ever since first I saw you, you never 
would treat me thus. I admire your mistress ; I should be 
ungrateful if I did not esteem. her ; but you I Ipved from 
the moment I first saw you^ nor has my paission ever suf- 
fered the smallest decay. Let me then inoprove-the fortu- 
nate chance that has brought us together, and let no thought 
of youMiiistr^ss intrude to^ give us uneasine^. " 

It were needless to detail- the ce^cplanation I had with 
Zeebah ; her heart pleaded for me more effectually, than any 
t^ing I could havo said. However smitten ^I had oeen with 
her beauty, she had conceived an equally favourable opi- 
nion of me during the times she had seen me with her mis- 
tress. We soon understood each other, aujd I passed some 
happier hours with the gentle Zeebah in this lowly dwelting, 
than had ever fallen to my lot with her more, brilliant mis- 
tress in her more voluptuous retreat. • 

It was not immediately that Zeebah reverted to the catise 
which had led her to seek this meeting ; but afler a while 
she did remember it, and the respect and terror she enter- 
tained for her lady resumed their accustomed sway. ^^ Ah ! " 
exclaimed she, ^^ how can I ever meet the eyes of my mis- 
tress after what has passed ! What indeed can you,' my 
lord, think of one who has thus betrayed her trn^t ? Yet it 
was of my mistress that t meant to speak— *it is fdr your 
sake that I venture to do so. Take heed to yourself, my 
lord ; — ^beware of Fatimah ; — you do not know, her ; — shc^ 
is animated by the most dread&l passions, and her resolu- 
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tion is equal to perpetrating Hie darkest crimes* 8ke lotes 
you fondly^— madly ; but her love is ever dangerous, and 
may be fatal. . Her devotion is only to be equalled by her 
jealousy, and ihp man. who should slight her aSectioD, or 
betray her conhdence, would be certain, on detection, to 
fall a victim to the deadliest revenge. If : she but suspect- 
ed what has passed this night, both you and I were lost ; 
go where we m^gfat, her agents would sqrdy find us. But 
this shall not be-^wbatever ^may in future. tako place be- 
tween us, must be, conducted so cautiously that it can 
neveir become known to her. 

^^ But you, my lord, 8|and in great peril on another ac* 
coutt. I have not been loag the attendant of f^atimah ; but 
her servants h&ve hihted, for they dare not* speak more 
plainly, that this is by ho. means the first infidelity she has 
been guilty of towards her lord. I can gather also that her 
lovers- have paid. dearly for h€r favours; that the intrigue 
never failed to terminate in their ruin. You have already 
experienced her rapacity ; others have proved its effects 
yet more fatally. Perhaps she reduced these only to pil- 
lage them ; 'she loves you, but does not pillage you the less. 
You best know your own resources ; but, however exten* 
sive they may be, beware of her continued and increasing 
demands, which will exhaiist them sooner or later, and in- 
volve you in ruin/* • 

This discourse of Zeebah's afl^ted me powerfully, and 
^ more so because it found an echo in my own experi- 
ence. I saw the danger iato which I was running, and 
resolved to stop ere it was too late. I had already ^suffered 
severely, but my casq was not yet past remedy. In con- 
versing farther yi^ith the kind and affectionate slave, we both 
agreed that it would be a dangerous measure for me to 
break off at once with Fatimah ; the effects of her disap- 
pointment would not fail some time or other to reach me 
in a fatal shaped and the life of Zeebyih might likewise be 
involved in the aaroe^ peril : it would be better we judged, 
that I should trust to circumstances, and take advantage of 
all favourable opportunities to withdraw myself gradually 
from her society ; — ;perhaps it might be prudent to retire 
for a while from tiie city ; but this was a measure we were 
unwilling to resolve on, as it would grievously interrupt our 
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own interviews ; and these, however imprtident they might 
be, even with et^erypossihh^precat^op, we were I'esolved 
to continue. . - 

With.these laudable designs we separated, and, delighted 
with tbe soft endearments of the charming slave, I certainly 
at the time resolved Ho free myself from tbe chains ^ of her 
imperious and rapacious mistress. But I . was young and 
in£rm of purpose — ^Vanity got the better of prudence : how 
could a youth like me, so thoughtless and so ardent, resist 
the blandishments, the devotion, of so fascinating a creature- 
as Fatimah ! The next time I* saw her, she looked loveli* 
er, if possible, afid was kinder than evei': — perhaps a con- 
sciousness of my own unworthiness made me think so. 
Besides^ no fresh demand was made upon me at the time, 
nor did any opening present itself for promoting in the 
least degree my plan of gradually detaching myself from 
her. The charm of JPatimab's beauty and wit wrought its 
usual effects : my resolution wavered, or at least became 
inactive ; the force of Zeebah^ warning was weakened, and 
I relapsedinto the same dangerous state of reckless infatua^ 
tion as before. / > 

During these events my propensity to play had not 
slumbered y many hours both of the day and night were 
spent in the worst society and most nefarious practices of 
the gambling-houses in the bazaar. The turns of fortune 
were various ; but, though I sometimes found myself in' 
possession of considerable property, it was but for a mo* 
ment : and it much more frequently happened that I was 
stripped of all I had, and forced ta borrow, where I could, 
the means of paying for my daily expenses and carrying 
on my various intrigues. ' Like most of my acquaintances, 
I was deeply in debt ; and when fortune favoured me, in- 
stead of ap^ying my gains to the payment of these debts^ 
the whole was squandered on ray extravagant mistress, or 
staked on a vain attempt to increase my stores. 

From the painful and disgusting scenes which occurred 
in these abodes of vice, I would fly to banish care in the 
presence of Fatimah, and to inebriate myself with the 
luxuries of her retreat and the beauty of its mistress. But 
when exhausted with such pernicious excitement, it was 
a rest and relief to my wearied soul to be soothed by the 
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gentle Zeebab, who ever and anon, under vnrio^ prelen- 
ces, would steal from her duties, and meet me in the hum- 
ble dwelling of a poor but devoted friend. The afiection 
of Zeebah waa purely disinterested ; and its value was 
increased by a knowledge of the danger she braved £o 
give me proo& of it Often when the means of procuring 
mon'ey were in my 5)0 wer, I have pressed a present upon 
Zeebah, but it was always^ mildly but steadily refused. 
"No, Ismael," would she say, "I can receive nothing 
from you; there are too many claims upon your purse 
already — ^keep it to answer these :i — I would rather assist 
your wants than couisieiit to add to your embarrassments. 
I wish nothing from you but permission to love you still.'' 
— How could I resist such disinterested gentlehess? — I 
still admired Fatimah perhaps, but I loved Zeebah with a 
tesderofss which only yielded to. that which once filled my 
heart for the unfortunate Shiroen* Once did I say ! — that 
heart in truth was still hers. The rays of beauty roigbt 
play over its surface for a while, — the tenderness of a de- 
voted being might warm it into temporary .fondness,^ — ^but 
the flame which glowed there for Shireen, had grown with 
it from childhood ; and in spite of all the follies, all the 
infidelities of yoi^h', it remained there in its centre unex- 
tingttished and unquenchable ! 



CHAPTER XXVL 



THE YOUNO MERCHANT. 



One night, as Fouje Allee Beg and myself were returji- 
ing rather late from one of our nocturnal rambles, in pass- 
ing through a narrow lane our attention was attracted by a 
noise of shouting. and struggling in a dark passage close to 
us ; and running up with the paper lantern which our ser- 
vant usually carried before us at night, we found a weU- 
dressed man, armed only with a stick, defending himse^ 
against two soldiers, who, having tried in vain to seize 
him, had attacked him with their swords. ^^ Stop i stop i*' 
eried. Fouje AUee, holding me back, ^^ let Us see the fun 1 
Let us see what play this pigeon will make against the 
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hawks — we can take their prize from them, you knaw, 
when they strike it, if it proive worth o«t while;" " Staf- 
fer-ullah T Fouje Aliee,^' exclaimed I, shocked at his unfeel- 
ing levity, an4 breaking from him, *^ the man ytrill be mur- 
dered ! Hollah, you ghorumsaugs ! let that man alone, or 
I will cleave you to the teeth. What is ^be' matter ? what 
has he done to yott ? ^ak, you ruffians !" My interference 
was just in time— another moment and the man, already 
slighUy wounded, in the arm, would have been cut down, 
when my. shouts made the miscreants de»ist, and, seeing 
my naked sword gleaming in their eyes, and recognizing 
us by the lantern light for two of the* Generals bousehold,^ 
they took to. their heels and disappeared in a moment. 
• The person whose life we had thus fortunately saved, 
when after a nK>ment he recollected himself, paid his com- 
pliments with so pleasing a voice, and expressed his thanks 
in terms so well chosen, that my curiosity regarding him 
was much exdted, and I readily accepted his, pressing 
invitation to accompany him and partake of some refresh- 
ment at his lodgings, which he said were close by. 

Fouje AUee, who now had changed his tone,^ waaaa wiU 
ling as I ta see the end of ^he adventure ; and lending our 
new friend the support of my af m, we proceeded but a short 
way down the same dark passage, when we reached a 
small door in a high mud wall. Here our conductor stop- 
ping, whistled, and calling out '^ Yu^uff!" in a low clear 
tone, the door opened and gave us acc^Bss to a small but 
very neat area, in which there was a cistern of water, with 
parterres of rose, jasmine, and pomegranate plants, 
mingled with flowers, all in the nicest order.' At the 
lower end there was a small dewan-khaneb or hall, open* 
ing upon the court with three windo^vs of carved wooden 
work, and covered in tlie inside with oiled paper. 

Yussuff, a negro slave, opened the door of this hall, to 
which we ascended by a few steps ; when our conductor 
bidding u? welcome, begged us to enter and be seated,, 
pointing at the same time to the highest seats, he him- 
self taking one half way down the roonl. 1 objected to 
this arrangement, but the young man insisted — ^^ Xou are 
men of rank, I am confident," said he ; " you are my 
deliverers too — the highestseat is your due in every way— 
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do not distress me by. refasing it." Foiije Allee, whose 
impudence never stood in need of encouragement, took 
his seat accordingly ; but I would not consent to occupy 
my own place until I had prevailed on our host to seat 
himself opposite and nearly as high as either of us. 

While tbis point was arranging, Yussuff brought lights, 
and being despatched again for cjaJleepons we bad time to 
look about us. The room was smaH, but exquisitely neat. 
The waUs, though built of mud, were plastered with po- 
lished stucco, and all the edges and corners adorned with 
borders of the same. There were several small recesses 
in the waU, the shelves and soles of which weie covered 
with blue velvet, and filled with little elegancies of China, 
looking-glasses, ornamented boxes and other knick-knacks. 
A fine Herat carpet covered the floor, and thick, soft, 
richly flowered numuds of the best Kermaun fabric were 
laid along three sides of the wall. 

But our host himself soon occupied all my attention. 
He did not appear to be more than twenty-five years of 
age ; he was tall and handsome ; an oval fiice of a healthy 
olive complexion, with large dajrk oy««, a well-formed nose, 
and full red lips, were set off by a short but full black beard, 
which fringed his cheeks and chin from one temple to the 
other. His dress, which was scrupulously neat, denoted 
him to be either a man of letters or a merchant, — certainly 
not a soldier. A daxk green kabba, closely fitted to his 
shape, and tied across his breast, was girt around his, waist 
by a fawn-coloured shawl ; and a cloth cloak, correspond- 
ing in colour with his kabba, and lined and trimmed with 
black Bockhara lambskin, defended him from the cold of 
the season. 

" You are welconi^, sentlemen, to the dwelling of your 
humble slave,*' said the young man ; <^^ you have rendered 
me an essential service, and I wish it were in my power to 
show the sense I entertain of the obligation : I am wholly 
yours." — ^" We esteem ourselves fortunate," replied I, "in 
having come so luckily in the way, when these ruffians were 
abusing you so shamefully ; but, if it be permitted, we 
would gladly learn who it is we have been so fortunate as 
to assist, and how you came to be in such circumstances." 
-— •* Yes," echoed Fouje Allee Beg, casting a sly look at 



me, " we are quite delighted at the chance which brought 
us 80 opportunely to drive away the villains. By the head 
of the Prophet ! : though, they were light of foot ! I wknted 
to seize hold of one of them as he darted off, but tchick I 
he wa^ out of sight before one Could stretch out one's hand \ 
I am Jiappy that the Aga* has got so well off, but it ap- 
pears to me that ha is hurt nevertheless." And now we 
discovefed for the first time, that the young man's arm was 
bleeding. 

" It is nothing, gentlemen," said he ; " if you will permit 
your servant to retire for a moment, after you shaU have 
smoked a calleeoon, I shall have the trifling wound bound 
up, and shall get ready some refreshment, of which you 
will do me the honour to partake ; and tnen, if you please, 
I shall inform you who the insignificant mortal is. whose life 
you have this night saved." • 

We bowed ; — two handsome youths in rich dresses en- 
tering, brought each of them a 4&all^opn, the bottom of 
which was of cut crystal, and the tobacco-holdera of richly 
ornamented silver. They presented them to us upon one 
knee, with a great deal of grace, and we smoked in silence, 
our host taking a single long whifi* after we had dope. He 
then rose, and entreating our excuse, begged us to remain 
where we w«re until his return. . 

" Well, Ismael," said Fouje Allee, " what think you of 
all this ? is it not a strange adventure ? Afereen !t here 
is a choice dwelling in a place where one would little have 
dreaijnt of looking for it. And do you mark our host and 
his establishment ? A rich fellow, I warrant ! — what fur- 
niture ! — what caUeeoons ! I have not smoked such a pi^ 
for many a day — real Shirauz tobacco every bit of it ! — 
And did you see the diamond on his finger ? what a size ! 
what brilliancy \ By the holy Durgah ! it is just as well 
that we rescued him from these blackguards — it may turn 
out well for our own iiccount." — " Yes, Foujie Allee, it is 
as well, and better too, though little is your claim to praise 

^ " Aga" b equivalent to " GenUemain" in English, and U used when 
the person addressed is not noble — neither Khan, Beg, nor Meerza-^ 
i^eitherin the ciyil nor military service of the court. 

t Aa expression of praise and surprise. 
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:for it ;-^you know who would have left the pigeon to the 
hawks — agpretty title you have to look for any benefit at 
his hands ! But hark you ; the youth seems respectable 
and worthy ; let us have none ot^ your coarse jokes to dis- 
gust him — they may do among the rakes of the bazaar, but 
if our host is the man I take him for, they will be quite out 
of place here." — " Oh never fo«ut 5 I wiU be as wise, and 
grave, and stupid, as o]d MooHah Nadan your friend, who 
looks like an owl surprised out of his first sleep. But we 
must try this fellow's mettle ; I am mistaken if he do not 
turn out a golden prize ; and we are just the lads to melt 
him down.'^ — ^^ Come, come, Fouje Allee, this is noplace 
for your blackguai^ or knavish tricks. Attempt the least 
liberty, and I shall take that of putting our hc^t tipon his 
guard, and let him a little into your character. I may 
play the fool, the rake, or even the bully with you occa- 
sionally, but I. have not as yet quite discarded my good 
manners — I have still some character to lose.*' *^ Bariek- 
illah ! bear him !'' scornfully retorted Fouje Allee, ^^ he 
preaches and threatens likeaMoojetehed : — but come, I am 
grave, good Moc^ah ! your worship shall have no caiise to 
blame my conduct." 

Thus we prated, and I had resolved to restrain Fouje 
AUee who respected a certain steadiness of purpose be 
had observed in me, from breaking out into any gross im- 
propriety, when the yOung man entered. *^ Gentlemen," 
said he, the night is cold— there is a more private and more 
comfortable apartment within ; take the trouble to walk so 
far, and we shall be more at ease for the evening." With 
these words he led the way through a narrow passage, into 
another court somewhat larger than the first, surrounded 
by a loily wall, and adorned, as it appeared to us by the 
uncertain light, with all manner of trees and flowers, though 
they were at this time leafless. 

Entering a lower hall similar to that we had left, we 
passed through it into a smaller chamber, which was fitted 
up with a degree of luxury and -comfort I had seldom seen. 
It was warmly carpeted, and covered all round tlie sides 
with thick rich numuds. The walls were hung with cur- 
tains of quilted silk and fine felt. At one end there was a 
fireplace, in which several logs of wood blazed with a cheer- 
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. carved .wapd-work and oiled paper, nottr closed ia for the 
mgbl ; and ob^ the .caf pet burned two large candlee^ of wax, 
which made the whole apactmenl as bi'ight as day. 
.^^You are welcome to iny khelwut,-'^ said our boat; 
'*pfay be seated near the fire— -1 will 'sit here-^no excuses 
-^I e^reat.'' And we^ail took o^r 'seats with much less 
ceremony than, at ^f. He. ciapj^ed his hands, and Yus- 
suflT, with one df the youths, * enter^, bearing salvers 
with several china cups set in smaller Ones of silver. ; ^^ It 
19 late^'* said the ^omig man,. " and the hour of your'evcr- 
ning meal must be already passed '^ dinger will be iaerved 
immediately, but in the mean time''-6e pleased to refresh' 
yourselves with a cupt>f tea, which f ban assure you has 
just b^en brought by ar oafilah* of Bockhara, all the way . 
from Kitae.'^t Abother calleeobn succeeded this' refresh- 
ment ; soon after which a cloth was spread*, after the usual 
fashion, before, us on the floor, and dinger was brpughtin. 
Icouid hear' the half-muttered exclamations of- my com- 
panion, and observe his ill-suppressed delight and wonder, 
as one' good thing after another was placed before him. 
^ Yah Allee I what news is this ? this is luck indeed ! X>h my 
good fortune I Laill^h-e'*iluilab^ what fafe I" and such-like. 
Indeed there wa» room for sm'prise^ for the ricH stews, the 
well-seasoned pillaws, the high flavoured omelettes, and 
the savoury kabaubs, with all their train of 3auces, sweet- 
meats^ and ^kles, 'betrayed a knowledge in the culinary 
art far surpassing any thing it was oar luek to meet 
with in general'; and amply ^id my friend Fooje Allee 
do them justice. He buried his knuckles, yea, his whole 
hand in the smoking dishes, dipping first into this and then 
into that sauce, tearing off ^is piece of meat, and breaking 
up that? omelette ; and C9ntinued to cram, with the most 
persevering activity, only stopping to quaff large spoonfuls 
of the delicious- sherbets, fora loilg'timeaftet his host and 
I were finished. 1 saw that our youngfriend with difficulty 
suppressed a smile, and ashained of his:gluttony, I would 
Jiave tried to interfisre ; but the 3^outh, who seemed to 
-comprehend his character, stopped me with an: expresjsive 

. \ - V _ * f 

\ 

* Garavwih ^ t CWnay 
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look : «o I <)nly s)U back in oij seftl^ rating mj right baad 
over ray left arm, in the attitude of one who waits to have 
water poured upon it^ while pur ho3t still played with the 
dishes to keep his guest in countenance* « - ' 

.At last Fouje AUee, with adeep sighv as if vexed to the 
soul at 'his utter Inability tocontiQue tne delicious employ- 
ment, rose {torn hiQ stooping podture, a^d muttering a low 
" AJhuipdulillah," accompanied with sundry ot(ier unequi- 
vocal proofs of his hearty nieal, fiat back like the rest. 
Vpon this the dishes were cleared away^ ap additional log 
visid thrpwn on. the fire, the CQlleeoons were birought, and 
^ach assuming his most easy jattitude, prepared fbr a coofi-* 
•fortable ^svening. But something appeared still to be wag- 
ing to the full and perfect. bliss of my friend Fouje Allee, 
His. eyes wandered to the door jeyery time the youthful 
waiting-boys entered,, as if.iri quest, of s^nne expected arri- 
val. He was restless on hi^^eat;- and now apd then drew 
rapid whif& from his cc^lleeoon. At last he could no longer 
contain himself, but muttered in.an under Jtone, as if speak- 
ing to hin)sel)i^ " Laillah-e-ilull^,l-r-God is gr^at, and great 
are the blessings he bestbwson men. . .Oh, Maho^ied i thou 
indeed wast excellent in thy wisd6m ! thou hast declared 
that the good things of the earthy were made for man I — 
why hast thou excepted that which is best of all ? What 
are the choicest blessings witjiout wine, which makes his 
soul glad and his heart strpng!" — "By the head*of the 
Prophet!" cried I, indignantly, yet hardly able to refrain 
from laughing at his impudence, " the Devil, himself was 
not a match for tliee in* presumption ! What ? hast thou 
no decency left ? canst thou hpt conceal t if thou canst not 
restrain, thy profligate tasjtes for Qnce.-r-But our good 
ho3t," continued I^ bowing to him, '* will, it is to be hoped, 
excuse the Qislnners of a rude soldier, more accustomed to 
the tent, or the open plaint than the houses of polite peo- 
ple." — "Be not uneasy on my account," returned the 
young man with* a smile ; ^^ I not only excuse thy friend, 
but am perfectly willing to gratify him. Although I do 
not myself ma^LO use or wine, I can make allowances fbr 
those whose beaith or whose habits have accustomed them 
to drink it ; nor do I think that the denunciations of the 
Prophet (praise be to his name !) were meant to apply so 
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mucfar to th'e^ tise as to the abtise' of that cordial ; cdttiough 
the (fonger and sin of inteaipeiunce appeared to his wis- 
dom so great, that'faie ddenled it b^t to avbid suctt nskS by 
a total f^rohibition,^' ' . 

^Now the blessing' of AUah be pn thee/ybung man, for 
thj^ wise and comfbrtabia interpretation i" cried Fouj6 Al- 
lee, Jumping fas^lf up, and Seizing the t^and of t|ie youth in 
bbthofbis; '* the wisdom of Sol;sjmaun-ibn-Daopd could 
not have better decided the matter. ^ ^eed not what iliy 
friend ism^er there may- say of me, i(o]<^er or not, rough or 
p6lite, I am at alleTents an hon^ fellow, who'cannot con- 
cSeal what he thinks, and dearly loves a flagon of wine after 
a bard day's work. ExcOse my hom^ ohintness, and let 
usr hafCL >be*wirie. If it belike thyMlinner, by the cup of 
Jen^sheed I it ijiust he fit for Paradise, l"^ • : 
^ The mild grave features of our ho^t relaxed into a lau^h 

' at this sally of my impndent companion : he made a signal 
to one of the servants, and^they brought a large silver vessel ^ 

1 filled with Wine, and some drinking cups, wi^ so little de- 
lay, that I could not help thinking the liroad' hints of 
my. friend had been foreseen and prepared for. Fouje Al- 
ice's satisfaction was complete ; and many were the excla- 
mations of delight with wMeh he acknowledged the excel- 
lence of hi^ favourite Hquof. The wine mantled in the 
goblet^-T-the fire blazed bright — our comfort was com- 
plete ; and I now besouglH our host to .perform his pro- 
mise, and satisfy our curiosity, 

" My friends and preservers,^' replied he with a sigh ; 
" myself and all I have are yours— -I am your slave, and 
you h^ve a right to know the unfortunate wretch you have 

''preserved 'from death, although the nsu'i^tion of his suffer- 
ings may tear open wounds that are still unhealed. 

^ Tfae iMmftd of your servant is Meerza Abou Talib ; and 
I drew my ^rst breath in the celebrated and splendid city of 
Ispahan. My &ther, Hajjee Meer Hoossein Baba,' was a 
mdrchdnt of great wealth and large dealings, who p6to6Ssed 
several ware^uses and shops in the extensive bazaars of 
that city, but whoiqpent the greater part of his' time in a 
Chamber of 'the Caravanserai Cashane^, one of the chief 
mercantile depots of ijae pla^e, retiring at night to his 
own house in one of the more remote quarters of the city. 
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^^ I lins bis oidy ^on, beam vbeniie was ab*^^ advanced 
in life) for be was too tbnfty to many early. He ba^ felt 
. tbe want of a good edMoatioo in bis own persoQ, and, de- 
siring to train me up to bis own lucrative business^ be re- 
solv^ tbat I sbould bave every advantage in bis power to 
bestow. Aocordingly I was placed under tbe cbarge of an 
old Mooilab, wb6 ratber exceeded tban fell abort of l^s in- 
tentions. In due time I ba^ acquired a competent know- 
ledge of tbe Koran, could read and repeat^npre tban.iialf tbe 
works of HafiZ) Saadi, Nizamee, and others of our best 
poets : I could write an excellent band, and received many 
praises for my readiness at indicting tbe sevejral forms of 
letters. I bad acquired a competent J^nowledge of aritb.-. 
metic and matbematics,- wltb the first principles c^logic and 
metaphysics. In short, by the time I was seventeen I bad 
entered so far into the gardens of scienpe^ that every thing 
else became. distasteful to me. Instead of joining in tbe 
sports and pursuits of my companions, I -was only b^pp^f 
when poring over n)y books, or meditating under the shade 
of tbe.lofly chiears-and cypresses in the garden of the Me- 
dressah, where my old Maalim resided. There I would give 
myself up to poetia visions, bewilder my imagination with 
the mystical effusions of Hafiz, or puzzle over ja set of ab> 
stract^ metaphysical propositions until my brain becameL 
turned for the timie. 

^^ My father now became^ desirous that I should enter 
upon the course winch he bad inarked out for me in his 
own mind, and which, as he hoped was to lisad me to riches 
and all their envied consequencesu Bjut though I gave Mm 
no positive refiisal, I paid but little attention to his wishes. 
Instead of attending, as required, at his warehouse, I was 
still found loitering in the gardens of my Medressah, or 
poring over the plmosophic pages of ArisUiop* pr the sage 
of Toos.j , Many an anxious thougbt did this wayward 
conduct of mine give rise to in the mind of my poor fa- 
ther, who, too indulgent to be severe, beheld his fkvourite 

* The Persian pronunciation of Aristotle, whose voArs are higUy es- 
teemed amiHig the Orientals. 

t Nasser-u-deen Toosee, one of the most celebrated of Eastern philoso- 
phers, who flourished in the rfeign of HuIakoOf grandson of QhengiK 
JOttsa, and monarch oC Persia, Syria, Asia Minor, Sec 
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schemesr blasted) and his only son running, as he Itelieved, 
headlong to ruin. . 

*'*' Chance, at length, among other books, threw «onie in 
my way which treated of geography — on the nature of the 
earth— of the seren clipiates — of places too hot or too cold 
to be inhabited by man. Others described particular coun- 
tries ;->-there were accounts given of India, of Arabia, of 
Kitae or China, and the wonders to be seen or heard' of 
in each. My curiosity was awakened by perusing tbese^ 
I knew that great part of the merchandize in which my fa- 
ther traded came from these countries. Merchants there- 
fore lusited them, and must see these raarVek : they wit- 
nessed, no doubt, the manners of th^r inhabitants, so cu- 
rious and so different from ours ;i— might I not do the same ? 
With' such objects in view, the profession of a^ merchant 
began to appear les» despicable in my eyes ; but then the 
buying and selling commodities, measuring cloth, and 
weighing sugar — ^how (ow compared with the pursuits of 
Sjcnence! StilHo travel — ^to-see and converse with the sa- 
ges of other couptries — if this might be attained without 
the degradation^ of trade, how desirable it .would-be! • I 
entertained ho small idea of my own talents, and in desi- 
ring to increase my store of knowledge I did not overlook 
the glory I might gain, Heaven help me 1 in disputing with 
the learned of foreign- lands. 

^^ These reflections induced me to make inquiries of my 
hthets as well as of other traders who had travelled ; and the 
accounts- 1 received frcm^some of them inflamed my curi- 
osity still farther. In ^^i I was smitten with an insupe- 
rable longing to see the world-r-to travel ; — whether as a 
merchant or not I cared but little ; for I thought that if 
I once got abroad, beyond control of my odious friends, 
I should sdon be able to rid myself of tb^ profession, if it 
should displease me. So I told my father that provided he 
would but send me abroad with one of his cafilahs,* I cared 
not how soon I commenced my mercantile career ; but that 
to drudge at liome at selling sugar and pepper, and chintz 
and indigo,— K)r sit upon a piece of moth-eaten felt, behind 
an iron-clasped chest, in the dark outaught of a dirty cara- 
vanserai — ^I would not, come of it whit paight. 

* Caravans. . „ , ^ ,. 

t Chambers or «eft», ia a caraTanserw, are^auea ontavgliK 

22* 
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«« iLayiafa-e4hdlalil God is great!' " exdwidd tbfe old 
man : ^ tliou art a fool, my son. Here is « path of peaoe 
and comfort prepnred for thee: thou iMOt nothing to^ do 
but to nt ml and enjof ail that weddi can yidd thee, 
withoot e^her danger txriatigue — andloi in «|>iteof thy 
good star^ then wMt nm thy neck into chfficultiesl But 
when were youti a^d prudence companions I How can 
the experience of years foe purchased by ike beardless 
cheek ? In the name of God, take thineown w«y. InsfaL 
diahi thonshakbesaliafiedv Thou 9halt see this same world, 
that has toraeti thy head, although thenmightest haipe hem 
content with this city, whidi the saying mil caUs the half 
of it."*^ Far Wilt thow go, ere thon scSm any thing to com* 
pare with the basaars Md caraTanserais>of Ispahan* Thou 
w^ soon discover thy ftidly, and reCum to thy «ld father : 
yea, my son, diou wilt return to him, of whose ^yes thou 
art the light, of whose age thou art the staff, whose head 
will be sprinkled with ashes, and whose bread will be bit* 
ter with sorrow, till thy returning footsteps l^g peace 
back to bis soukt' . ' ~ 

*'^ My father, , never having'been a traveller himself ex* 
cepting on the memorable occaeoon when he became a 
Haj|^, by performing thepil^ifenage to Mecca — andnever 
having desired to see the worid at the expense of his inte- 
rest or his comfort, did pot believe that a love of traveling 
could exist in any one so strongly as to survive the fatigues 
and dangers incident to^ a 4ong journey. He, therefore, 
thought that in order to disgust rap with a wandering life, 
it was only necessary to let me eiPerience its inconv^nien- 
cies ! atrfi, rejoiced, to have me -become a merchant upcm 
any terms, he not only consented to my wishes, but promoted 
their folfilmem nvith an energy which kept pace with my ^wn 
impatience. Hearts about to consign a quantity of corn a&d 
other goods to Yezd, Vy a large caravan which was proceed* 
ing thither ; these he dew^tmined toentnnt to my charge. 
The proceeds were to be invested in such commodities as 
would answer !§« the markets <^BunderAbba8see,t whither 

* " Ispahaxih iiiflfeh jehan u» I" (tapahan is balf the world,) is a eopL- 
mon Persian saying. 

t Or GomberooD, a sea-port of the Persian Gtdf, opposite the Island 
ofOrmuz. 



I was to proceed ; ai^d i^r ezehaoging lliem for Indian 
produee^ tl was intended that I ahoald return by the way of 
Sbeeraoz to Ispalian. ^ ' i ' 

^* Th& pre{>aration9 for •nr journey were soon eomple' 
ted. A niiDiber of cafaidB loaded with grain, with raw 
silk, fruits, cutlery, copper- ware, and' many other aiticles 
of Ispaimn maDufactqre, were placed under my care ; of 
rather under that of an old cOnfidetitkd servant of my fa-« 
tber'fl ^ who had also directions to keep a shar^ eye .oyer 
me,' lest I migltf go astray, either from ^e path of the 
citfayan, or from those of ^ifety and virtue. 1^ he whole 
concern, mcludiiftg inysel^ was consigned to a very rich 
and respectable (Siebre* nierchant, in Yezd, whom I was 
ei^oined to regard in every thing coneemii^ trade, mar-^ 
kets, lodging, and living — ^in'aff which he enjoyed my 
lather's entire coi^fiden^pe — ^as a man of per^t upright- 
ness. But } was to abstain from all more intimate connex- 
ion wkii his faihily, for fear of contracting any of their 
abhorred idolatrous fire-worshipping principles; whi^h 
n^y father^ good man! believed might be of so subtle a 
nature, as to unsettle the wits and the faith of his hope- 
ful sod. ' 

' ^^ My own i^hare of the preparatiods were confined to 
packing up my clothes — ^to which some additions had been 
made by the care of my father — and a much larger selec- 
tion of books than was consistent with the . habits of my 
new profession, or the convenience of a traveller. Arms 
were provided, but I knew' nothing of their use,. and took 
little heed of them. The sword encumbered me, the 
matchlock was weighty, and the pistol, stuck in my belt, 
embarrassed the free use of my arms ; but I was told wo 
might meet with troublesome customers On the way, and 
so I submitted. My father provided me wiHi a nice am^ 
ying mide, the old Nazir bestrode another, our servant 
was mounted oi^ a ^rd, whkfa also carried a pair of 
yekdttons, or trunks, containilig our dothes and bedding. 

*^ It was near the end of October when we quitted Ispa- 
ban ; the weather was delightful, neither too hot nor too 
coM ; and I never i^haU forget the feelings of exultation 

* The ancient Penianfl, who are wonhippen of fire, as well as their 
descendants, are called by theMahonetans, " Ghebrcs." 
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^ith whidt I found myself thus happily freed from ttkk 
confinement of the city, and launched into the wodd, en- 
tirely, as I promised myself, my own master. Th^ enli- 
vening bostle of the large caravan, the elastic purity of the 
air, the extent of populous villages and fine gardens, which 
then environed the city, — all viewed by the mellow light 
of a golden autumnal evenings, raised my spirits to so high 
a pitdi, that I forgot the anxious farewell of my father, the 
tears and forebodings of my^motfaer, and e^n the mourn- 
ful farewell of my good old Maalim.^ ' May Gad protect 
thee, my son,' said he, ^ wherever thy footsteps may lead 
thee ! Thy. love for. travelling may be worthy of praise, 
but it is hardly wise. I foresee that many dangers cross 
the path of thy star— these may be surmounted by thee, but 
I shall never see thee more ! My days are few on earth, 
and 1 would fain have had the hand of my hem beloved 
pupil to close my eyes. But God's will be done ! farewell 
once more, my. dear son, and may -God and^e ^ophet 
direct thy ways !* * 

^^ I wept on the old man's neck, and my purpose was 
for a moment shaken' by hi? aged grief. But now all was 
forgotten^^the boundless plain and the unclouded sky 
were around and above me — ^my heart beat high with 
hope, and I rejoiced in my resolution of seeing the worjd, 
and carving out my own fortune." 




CHAPTER XXVII. 

THE YOUKG HEBCHAlTr's STORY CONTINUED. — HOOLLAH 

BURHOOZ. 

«" I NEED AOt tire you with an account of the journey to 
Yezd. I was delighted with our first day's march in the 
boundless desert ; there was something grand in its vast 
solitude, that elevated my soul. The numerous cafilahs 
showed upon its surface like a collection of moving atoms : 
— ^it was as the life of man to eternity. But I became weary 
of it by degrees, and was glad when villages once )ilore 

* Mwtcr. 



became our redttngrplaces,— ^whe& upon tlie eighth day, 
the small tawn of Aakdeh broke the spell ; and still better 
pleasedwben^ entering the fertile district of Yezd, and pars- 
ing through its numerous dependeiit villages, rising like 
inlands in a sea. of d^ert, we reached that city on the 
eleventh day ^Aer our departure from Ispahan. 

^^ The caravan now separated^ each parly filing off to- 
wards their respective deatinations. For my part, the 
Nazir and I went and secured quarters in the caravanserai 
phiefly frequented by the merchants of Ispahan ; where, 
having bestowed our goods in safety, we proceeded to .the 
house of Mo€)llah Hur moqz, the Ghebre merchant, to 
whose care my father, had consigned us.. 
' ^^ The Moollah was a man advanced in years, but stilt 
unbroken in strength and constitution. Every feature of 
his fresh and open countenance was fraught with good- 
nature and benevolence; his ^rey piercing eye beamed 
with inteUigence^- his nose was long and devated, and his 
ample beard,. of a silver grey, flawed down to his girdle^ 
A large turban of white muslin covered his heitd ;.his under 
vestments were also white ; but the greater part of his 
person was envelope^ in an aoaple cloak of yeUpw silk^ 
lined with fur. ^ - 

^^ We found him seated in. a. small chamber in front of 
one of his warehouses, and suj'rounded by a number, of 
merchants from aH parts of Asia : for Moollah Hurmooz 
was. a universal, as well as an extensive trader. The Cash- 
mirian brought hisjshawls : the men of Scind and of Moul-* 
taun their ' chintzes, theif indigo, and other produce of 
India ; the Afifghaun sought a market for his drugs, i>is 
dried fruits, his carpets, and heavy^going horses, — as dk} 
the Arab for his aieeds of high pedigree, his dates, and his 
cloaks. Turks and Syrians, Opzbecjcs and Kashg^urees 
— lall were to be seen in the outaugh* of Moollah Hift- 
mooz. 

^y When the Moollah had glanced his eye over the letters 
I had brought, he rose from his seat, and hade me wel- 
come with a kind and cheerful voice.- — ' I know thy father 
weM|9^oung man,' said he : ^ he is a good and an honest maO) 

* Bui^en^ chamber-offioe^ 
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nnd prudent witbal : thfHi iieedst but to reidmble Jbim. t 
o^ed taachio his kindness wheD I visited thy. city, whitt 
men are fond to sajis half the «rorld^: 4his in which thy 
servant hves, is* but as a viila^ to Ispahan : neverthelesa 
we will do our t^est to make thy abode here comfortable. 
I pray thee be seated^ and let thy servant and i^ friends 
heaiUhe news froth the Daur-ul-Suhaiinut ?^* 

^^ seated myself in the assembly* but, somewhat bew^- 
dered by the presence of so many strangers, and the no- 
velty of every thing around me, I found myself at'Ta loss to 
reply suitaUy to the' civilities of ifty host.— I taxed my 
recollection and invention for a set' compliment, and 
was mortified to discover that )ill itiy fancied eroditioti was 
insufficient to set me at ease in a party of morchants. 

" Thfey, oh their side, were liot backward either in pay- 
ing compliments or in asking questions. As'sooh"a8.tfae 
MooUah had mentioned my father's name, several persons 
in company claimed acquaintance with him, and sought to 
commence oae with m^. ' A fine youth he is,' observed 
one to another — ^^full of modesty too : — see bow he blush- 
es!* ^ Ay, ay, and none of your vliin coxcombs^ who 
wear their ibrtune on their back in tinsel and embroidery,' 
said another ; you see^ he dresses more like a MooUab, 
than a gay young. fellow not fwenty-'-^r^And so this is 
ypur first journey, - your first commercial speculation V 
inquired a thirds — ' Excuse thy servant,^ interrupted' a 
a fourth, * but what may be the price of indigo and black 
pepper in the bazaar' at Ispahan V — * Laillah-e-iluMah V 
cried a fifth ; * wh^t questions they are putting !— What shouhi 
such a youth know of these things? — Ask him the price 
af a young Georgian girl, and he'll answer easily enougbt' 
— and he burst into a laugh at bia own wit. Tbus did 
they teaze me, first on one side and then on the other, until 
quite stunned and confounded I could hot utter a word. 
My host perceived jny distress, and took pity on me. 

"'Gentlemen,' said he, *tbe young man is fatigued 
with his journey— allow him to. rest for to-day, — to-mor- 
row, he will, I dareisay, give you, all the information you 
require. Youpg gentleman,' continued he to me, * I#«i- 

* Daor-ul-Sultaunut, "the abode of royaRy»«— j, e. the Capital 
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Oot aiik yott to my own faouae^^itua difference of our ous* 
tomst aS' well a& of our faiths, renders tbia inexpedient : 
but you shall occupy a house of mine, where servants and 
slaves of your own religion .shall minister to your com- 
forts )*^and I, the most willing of them, shall hfi ready, 
as far as my power extends, to be of aervice to your father's 

^^ I retired, covered with confusion at the awkward exhi- 
bition 1 had. made, and glad. to be alone. The old Nazir 
observed my vexation, and endeavoured to comfort me. 
*' Why should you be distressed, my honoured master, at a 
ease that may happen to. the best and wisest ? You an$ 
very young ; and a little .custom and attention to the man- 
ners of the world will render you more than a match for 
the best of them. Your talents are superior to most of 
those you saw this day ; but you have not been exercised, 
like them, in public conversation — 'in readihess of reply 
and repartee*' ' 

/^ ^ Ah I Hassan Allee ^ how can you praise my talent^s ? 
Of what' use are talents if they cannot prevent (heir pos- 
sessor from being trampled on by a set of Yaboos,* like 
these merchants? Ol), Alleel how was I tongue-tied! 
What spell was it that bpund me ? Not a single quotatioil 
in point-r^not an apothegm, — ^not a line of poetry — not a 
syllogism could I recollect I' 

^^^ Ah, my roaster!' said the Nazir, shaking his head, 
^ such tropes and figures are not the style of conversation 
that suits mankind in general. — Such flpwers of rhetoric 
may abswer , in your mosques an4 medressahs — in the 
mouths of saint^ and doctors ; but if you are to live v in the 
world you must do as others do : — whether you be a mer- 
chant, a soldier, or a simple traveller, common sense is the 
thing required to carry you through it.. Not one quota- 
tion, not an illustration did you hear fall from any of 
the party to-day, yet they perplexed and confounded you^ 
with all Hafiz and Saadi at .your fingers' eiids.' 

^^ In this way did we ckmverse, as in low spirits and ilk 
humour I followed the servant of MooIIah Ilurmooz to 



■* Yaboo, a " pack-horse," a term often used to denominate a stupid 
feUow, as we do that of " a8«,» 



ibe lodging prepared for me. Wboi mf first burst o^ 
vexation was ovet^ I foand myself constraioed to admit the 
truth of the old Nazir^s observations ; and this admission 
led to very mortifying donbts regarding the value of my 
own acquirements. Here was L, enjoying the repiitatiotn 
of being one of the first scholars of the Medressah Meerza 
Abdoolla-^who had burned to measure myself in ti^ents 
and acquirements with the sages of other lands — ^silenced 
and put to shame by a few illiterate men^ without an argu- 
ment,, before even a point of debate had been started. It 
was clear that the recluse life I had hitherto- led, had de- 
prived me of the confidence^ and self-command irequisite to 
apply the very talents of which I fiincied myself possessed, 
to any efiectuaL purpose. Such were the first of a train of 
reflections which forced themselves upon me, and which 
led to a change of conduct that has undoubtedly proved 
beneficial to me ; but it was not till after many a painful 
struggle with my vanity? that I became humbled enough to 
gain instruction from others, who, though possibly my in- 
feriors in learning, were fiir my superiors in useful know- 
ledge. 

^^ Meantime we reached the lodgings appointed for us. 
They were not extensive, but very neat and> convenient. 
A dewan-khaneb, or api^rtment for receiving company, 
opened on a neatly paved court, with a basin of water in 
the centre, and beds of fowers and shrubs around it. ' Be- 
yond^ there was a private room, within which was my 
sleeping-chamber ; and from it there was a communication 
with a very convenient bath, fitted up with the painted tiles 
of Cashan, and supplied with water firom a large reservoir. 
The whole of this suite of apartments was fitted up with 
the greatest attention to comfort, flirnished with carpets of 
Herat and numuds of Kermaun. 

- ^^ The Moollali's servant, having showed us into the pub- 
lic hall, left .us for a moment, but returned with half-a-dozen 
Mussulmauns, who, standing up before the window, made 
us low obeisances. These were servants of various de* 
scfiptions. Two were Peish-khidmuts or body servants ; 
one professed himself an excellent cook — another his no 
less excellent scullion ; there were two or three iuroshes or 
carpet-sweepers, who likewise, knowing every part of the 
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towii, served a$ mefssengerd j and therfe was a Jel6bdar and 
under^grooin, who announced tliat two capital horsesyaixd 
an easy ambliDg mule, were in the stable, at my dispoi^l 
during my stay in Tezd. .' - ' ". 

- '^ There was a complete assortraenl of all kinds of uten- 
sils^ and bed-clotiieSf pillows^ and cuEdiibns of eider down, 
afiaubefas or ewers, with basins of bright brass, mujmooas^ 
or large metal salvefs, coffee and tea- cups, sherbet bowls 
and spoons<»'not to i^^^vik bf a complete culinary apparatus, 
ahd dishes, of all descriptions ; and the Moollah's servant 
informed me that a certain^ provision Vas daily to be made 
of every article required for my maintenance, which he 
should take care, according to his mstster's orders, to tnakjB 
ample and complete: * * Myiord has but io hint bis wish^ 
for any thing that may not have been already provided, 
through the chief Peish-khidmut ;^ and they shall be obey^ 
ad if they were tbe orders of a priUce.' , 

^^ I soon learned that thia MooUah Hurmooz was a man 
of principal . consequence in the city of Yezd, arid not 
more celebrated for his immense wealth, than for the libe- 
ral manner in which hd^ employe^ it. His "Attention to me 
was little more than that which he paid to all who were re^ 
COHimended tohimparticakirly,by hisnumerous correspond^ 
ents ; although I afterwards discovered, that having con- 
ceived a prejudice in my favour, partly in cOnsequencJe of 
the very confusion which to others ha3 appeare4 so stupid, 
he bad taken unusual pains in Che appointment of my ser- 
vants, and in attention to my comforts. His charity was 
unbounded ; and few strangers sojourned any time in Yezd. 
" especially if they were In distress, without tasting of the 
bounty of MooUah Hurmooz. 

" The Moollah was the chief of that ca:st of iniidels 
which is the remnant of the race of ancient Persians, called 
' Atish-purwusts,* (fire-worshippers^) pr * Ghebres.' You 
are, no doubt, aware, gentlemen, that the province of Yezd, 
contains more of these unhappy people than any other dis- 
trict of Persia. It appears to have been the point where 
'they concentrated themselves when overpowered, as we 
are informed of in history, under the reign of their last 

* Body-serrant. 
23 
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king, Yezclijlicrdv hy the fbrtaiHite arms an4 prevaiU&g 
truth of our blessed fakb. . Yet infidels though they be, I 
can say from my own obseryatioto, that, in point of indus- 
try, honesty, and many other good qualities, they oaerit 
great praise. I have travelled much, gentlemen, aind id- 
though J am firmly attached ig Islamism, (blessing be on 
its author-^the Prophet 1} I hfive learned to look on those 
of other faiths witli an eye of dimmisbed prejudice ; and 
truth bids me speak ip terms of high praise of the indns- 
tiious Ghebres of Yezd, 

*^ I shall not weary you. with a detailed account of tbeir 
manners and custon^s ; but some deserve notice* Within 
a secret recess of every house is maintained a never-dying 
tianie, which they consider as aacred. They believe that 
it first came from the sun, and has been kept burning ever 
since. Woe to the femily with whopi this sacred fire be- 
comes extinct !— misfbi^tun^s, they assert, arasure'to fblloWt 
nor can the deserted altar be replenished with the holy 
fiame without long and painful rites^ To such a pitch 
does this superstitious adoration of fire arise, that none of 
them will extinguish a lighted lamp or candle. To blow it 
out with his breath, they think would be polluting this 
sacred syit)bo} of the Most .High ; nay I have heard it 
asserted, that were fire to break forth in their very dwell- 
ings, they would not attempt to stop its ravages, but sufifer 
the fiarae to spread or sink as it might* 

^' They adore the sun as the author of light and heat — 
as the imjOfiediate type of the ^divinity, if not the divinity 
himself: at morning and evening, as this glorious luminary 
rises or sinks in their cloudless horizon, you may see the 
Ghebres going forth in crowds to bid him^ All hail !' or to 
utter their farewell to this great object of their worship. 
• " But that whith struck me as one of their most extra- 
ordinary customs, was the singular manner in which they 
dispose cf their dead. They conceive that tbe elements 
of nature are too sacred to be polluted by a corrupt and 
noisome dead body. They do not, therefbi^, bury their 
dead after the manner of the faithful — ^nor do they burn 
them like the natives of India — ^that, indeed, were in their 
eyes the worstof profanation ; — but they expose the bodies 
in walled enclosures, wherq the birds of the air can have 



access to them, &ih] feed ti{)on th^ flesb, picking U frbin 
the bones^^and ihnn destroying it piecemeal. -How they 
can reconcile leaving aptitrifying eofpse to taint the air in 
such a fashion, with their reverential delic^y for the ele- 
ments, I know not ; but such is their custom. The chief 
people have particular places constructed for this exposure, 
in the shape of round towers with shelves on an inclined 
plane, from whence the bones, when disunited, drop into a 
hole below ; and it is said, that the fate of the deceased^ 
in the other world, is augured from the manner in which 
the body is attacked by the birds, and in particular by ob- 
serving which eye.is first picked out. The right eye, I be* 
lieve, is esteemed to be the. fortunate organ, the early de'- 
structioD of which, sends the. soul of its owner to Paradise. 

'' I remained in great comfort in lAy lodgings at YezC 
I daily attended the MooUah at his office, and visited the 
bazaars ^and caravanserais <with an eye of increasing curir 
osity. My shyness gradually wore olf; every day I miin- 
gled in company with less effort ; and though generally 
silent^ I was not confounded, aiid listened attentively to aU 
that passed. This was of mn^h service to me : ihlthe first 
pkee, my distrust in the-sufficiency of mWe abstract learn* 
ingT-4n that knowledge of the world which is acquired only 
from books — was'confirmed: and secondly, in listening to 
the discourse of others, ofiien sijpremely silly and 'ignorant, 
I gained a due appreciation of tbe value of such learning, 
and the utility of exercising ihe mind, and filling it with 
the reflections and thoughts of wise men. Thirdly, I be- 
gan to know my own place and value in society, and gained 
a degree of confidence which enabled me to take my share 
in conversation without pain, yet which prevented a recur- 
rence ci the afrogance I had once felt, but the folly of 
whidi I now clearfy saw. 

^^ The good Moolikh contributed greatly towards this 
happy change. He would encourage me to visit him when 
he bad but few guests, and then would draw me out, gra- 
dually feeling his way to select the subjects onxvhich I was 
most at ease. One day he congratulated me upon my 
augmenting confidence and knowledgi? 6f the world, and 
t(dd me how much he had been vexed at niy distress on 
the first day of my arrival. ^Isaw,' continued he, 'that 
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ycHir coDf^sion ilid not arise from native stupidity, but froiii 
sbyiMBS, the eonseqaence of seckided habits ; I knew that 
with the talents yoa possessed, and the duties you had to 
perfocBiT such uocomfortable sensations must sooii abate 
in a place like this ; and all that could be done to, pcomote 
that object was to afford opportunities for gradually accus- 
toming your mind to bear a mixed society. More than 
you are aware of has been done with this intention, and I 
rejoice to see the effects so apparent.' : . 

^' But whaterer change had taken place in my manners 
or my fedings, there w;as none in the dislike I entertained 
for the mercantile profession* The tbepretical part of it I 
adqaired. I loved the unlimited intercourse it opened be- 
tween distant nations, and the gratifications it was the 
means of affording to curiosity and to science ; but I could 
not help being disgusted with the operative part ; the loading 
tind unloading, — ^tbe measuring, and. the counting, and the 
baling ; the dust and the dirt; the porters, the muleteers, 
and camel-drivers. I was still bent on trSivel, and sought 
to make my' commerdal mission subservient to that alone. 
' " Meantime, thro*^btheexert!ons of Moollah Hurmooz, 
and of the old fib^sskr^my faiber^s goods were sold, and their 
proceeds turned into money, or by barter, into goods suit- 
able to be carried to Bunder Abbassee, for sale to the Eu- 
ropean factories there. We purchased assafoetida,^ gum- 
ammoniac, dried fruits, silks, and other articles. A cara- 
van began to collect. The roada were dangerous — parties 
of Affghauns, Ballouches, or Mefcranees, ravages of thie 
iriost murderous description infested them, and attacked 
carftvana even of a considerable size: several merchants, 
therefore, joined together, and weat length collected about 
^UT huiidred mules and camels, attended by two hundred 
and fifty men, merchants, muleteers, camel^drivers and ser- 
vants, with a party of armed men^ who, going towards that 
quarter for aervicei accepted of a trifle to accompany and 
protect the caravan. . ■ ■ ^ } . 

^^ A considerable portion, of my funds were vested in 
goods, l>ut at least an eqyal share was converted into gold) 
and secured about my own person, and that of the Nasir* 
The baUmce was to be paid to me by the Moolhih's eor- 
respondent at-Buader Abbasjee, as signified by a letter. 



which also autfaoruBed the advance of a farther sum in case 
of need. This document was secured within the lining of 
my cap, heneath my turhan, which was likewi8.e heavy with 
concealed gold. 

^^ When the day of departure arrived, and when I had thank- 
ed the M ooliah for the noble and hospitable manner in which 
he had entertained me, he replied, ^ If thy residence ais my 
guest in Yezd has been pleasant, or useful to thee, my 
young friend, I rejoice at it most heaHily. I would do 
much for thy father's son, but more for tbysdf ; for,in truths 
the mild gravity and sweetness of thy disposiltion, has 
awakened a stoong interest in ray heart. But thou hast 
propensities which for thy own sake I dread. Thou art 
adventurous ; thy love for travelling exceeds thy prud^ce, 
and I would have thee' curb it as an unruly courser. Tra- 
vel, if prudetitly undertaken, is useful and praisewort^]!^ } 
but if thoughtlessly commenced and rashly pursued^ like 
precious m^eine in the handa of an igfiinrant empiric, it 
may destroy what it was meant to benefit. Thy know- 
ledge of the world and its shares is yet but scanty : I can- 
not secure thee from the dangers that may beset thy path ; 
but what i can do I will, l^e this paper, it is written in 
the character peculiar to my brethren^-^many of them are 
rich, and riches are power : if thou shouldst be in distress 
where one of these is to be foiind, he will relieve thee.te 
the extent of his means — the name of MooUah Hurin<N>fE 
^hall ensure thee a welcome. ^I do not offer thee gold^ for 
thou bast sufficient both of that and the meaqs of procuring 
it ; but the horses and equipage thou hast used while here, 
thou wiH accept as a poor mark of Hufmoo^'s a^^tion. 
1?are thee well t and may the €rod of the Gbebre, as well 
38 of the Mussulmaun, keep thy steps, and be a light to thy 
path !' 

^^ These words passed as I .was quitting his door, and I 
felt my cheeks wet with the tear of gratitude and affection, 
when I bade adieu to this worthy and hi^itable man." 
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CHAPTER XXVIL 

THE VOUNG merchant's 8T0KT CONTIJOJED.— THE 

ROBAUT-E-DKEVE. - 

«^ Wb now commeoced a longer and more toilsome jour^ 
nef . The distance fi*om Yezd to Bupder Abbassee, tbrouf h 
Kermaun^ whioK town we were to visit on our way, is not 
less tban two hundred 'and fifty fursungs. Tbe greater, 
part of the country through which the. road to Kermaiin 
passes, is sandy and ^rki, very ill supplied with waterrand 
sparingly sprinkled with villages. To one accustomed to 
the rich environs of Ispahan, it appeared wretobed in the 
extreme. ■ 

"Kermaun itself lies in a well-peopled country, abound^ 
ing in villages and gardens, but still sandy ai^ scantify 
watered. A scattered population, and some small misera- 
ble towns, are met with between Kermaun and Bunder 
Abbassee : Jthe first part of tbe country through which the 
road passes is sandy ; thelatter, rocky, and afibrding rather 
more pasture, but the wholtf is dreary, brawn, and barren. 
This dreariness increased as we approached Bunder, and 
descended the mountains into the Gurmaseer, -or hot coun- 
try, rightly so called from its parched and burnt appear- 
ance, where dark rocky ridges, or hills of sand without 
either water or verdure, reflect the sun's rays, and scorch 
up the vitals of unfortunate travellers. 

" OtiT progress,, though slow, was fora long tim^ pros- 
perous. We reached Kermaun in eighteen days^ haltini^ 
once or twice to< refresh our ciittle ; and after remaining^ 
six days in that town, to give time for th6 transaction of 
business, and ^ arrival of persons to join the cafilah, we 
pursued our way steadily for more than twenty days, in 
which time we had arrived within thirty fursungs of Btm- 

der. - , . , 1 ^ 

*Vlt was bore that we were taught more particularly to 
dtead the attacks of robbers ; and here, accordingly, we 
fouftd the villages in great alarm, as intelligence was said 
to have reached them of several large and desperate bands 
having come down from the mountains, and infesting the 
roads, so that great danger was to be apprehended for the 
cafilah.^ 



^^ Bui what eouM we do ? ofie of these wretdied yitiages 
might, by great exertion, supply bur numbers with food 
for a day or two, but certainly Would not be able to con- 
tinue such provision for any length of time] besides, re- 
maining in one place was but giving time to the thieves for 
concentrating their forces, while there were no well-founded 
hopes of increasing our o\vn. An oracular answer from 
the pages of the Koraun,* which was consulted on the 
occasion, decided our raovementSf as it was interpreted by 
6ur'M66^1ahs into an order to proceed ; and in obedience 
to this, or rather to necessity, we armed ourselves^ girding 
6n our swords and pistols^ and slinging our loaded match- 
locks across our backs ; and trembling far more from fear 
than eagerness, we took our departure from the village of 
Hussunabad. 

^^ We bad proceeded in no small trepidation aod anxiety 
for about ten miles, when our alafm was justified by the 
appearance of a cloud of du^t issuing from a valley on oiir 
right ; and as the wind drove it to on^ side, we could see 
near two hundred savagC'^looking^ horsemen, armed with 
spears and swords, bows and arrows, and a few matchlocks. 
The caravan bad not kepjt in very good order, and the 
greater part of its drivers and defenders,; appalled at this 
sight, cut Ijhe ropes of the baggage,' and throwing down 
the loads, urged away their beasts with all the speed thej 
could make. The party of armed men,' not more than 
twenty incumber, when they saw tW rout, retired in good 
order to a little eminence on one side, where they formed 
into a circle, and began firing their matchlocks with so 
much e^ect, and kept so good a face, that the robbers see- 
ing plepty of plunder already on the field, left them alone, 
to secure it, and to put the stragglers -to death. 

^^ This was done in a twinkling. ^ AH' who were mounted 
on indiiOTerent beasts, were 'overtaken and massacred, and 
the animals were loaded with the veiry bales perhaps they 
bore before. Those who could gain the little eminence, 
of whom I was one, remained safe : it seemed to be a fair 
compromise between the thieves - and ud-— no interruption 

* This species of augury, resembling the "Sortcs VirgiUan«," is 
▼ery eommon in the East Id Persia, the works of Hafiz, Saadee, and 
Q^rs, are made use of, as w^U as the Korauo. 



268 Ajrfnv^vfwm m 

to our plunder^ no molestation to you I At Jdftt, aftef a 
f er y anxious whiles the robbers collected ail th^y conkl 
carry off; cut to {Meces what they could not, in order to 
discover the most valuable booty, and moved off with it ; 
upop which the survivers descended to see what friends 
were killed, and who had got away. . Among the first, I 
recognized the body of my poor Nazir! who, remaining 
too long with his mast^'s camets and goods, had fallen a 
victim to his zeal. It was but the boidy, for they had strip- 
ped it as naked as he was bom,, and my gold was gone 
with hia clothes.. I lamented the poor faithful creature 
much ; but was not a little thankful to my defenders fot 
their courage, and to the thieves for t&eir prudent back- 
wardness, which saved my life, my valuable papers, and 
no smaU sum of moneiy. ' 

^^ We no^. agreed that it would be best to proceed withr 
out delay to the next stage, where we could better decide 
on our future operations. We mustered oidy about fifty 
men out of six times that qumber ; but ere we had gone 
far, so many stragglers and runaways joined us, that, before 
night closed, in, our number was trebled; probably the 
nomber of ddad and of prisoners together, might have 
amounted to a IsLundred and fii^y. 

'(( We were but in poor plight after all; hardly a morsel 
of provisions was to be found among us ; and sdme having 
abandoned their horses or mules upon the first alarni, in 
hopes of hiding themselves more easily from their pursuers, 
were without animals to carry them. 

. «« The reguhur halting-place of the caravan was an old 
ruin of great magnituiite, which some said was a fort built 
by the Deeves, in iimes of old : others affirmed, that it was 
a large caravanserai, erected in the days of Nousheervan 
the Just, it still had many vaults Which served to shelter 
travelliips, but they we^e scattered through different parts 
of the building, so that no large party could be aecommo^ 
dated within easy hearing of each other ; a circumstance 
which was ihe more ^tis^reeable, because there was no 
method o( securing any part of these vaidts against attacks 
from without. To remedy this evil, it was customary for 
caravans to post sentinels, who might give notice of ap- 
proaching danger. 



^^ It was late before we reached the ruin, whbh rose 
like a Mack craggy^ hill oiit of the plain, in the moonlese 
darkness of a winter night We were cold, comfortless, 
and hungry, without the means of satisfying any of our 
wants. Prudence suggested the necessity of appointing, 
some of our party to watch, but no one chose to take the 
duty on himself; each was occupied in accommodating 
himself as he best could, and too much exhausted with 
the fatigue of the day to think of any thing but seeking to 
lose recollection of his hunger and discomfort in repose. 
Accordingly, baving dnven our horses into one or two 
of the most spacious vaults, we were all soon buried in 
sleep. 

'"It chanced that many of the latger vaults being thus 
occupied, an old merchant and I, with one or two others, 
had taken possession of t, ^a]ler chaniber, close to what 
appeared to have been a gate ojf the building ; and there, 
gathering ourselves up^in a corner from the cold, we slept 
in comparative comfort. 

' ^''Towards mdrningr happening to awake, I went forth 
for a moment to view the night, and had advanced a few 
steps along the broken overhanging wall, when voices' 
struck my ear. It might be some of my comrades, 
who, like me, had arisen from their uneasy bed, and I 
stopped to listen. They came round an abrupt angle, and 
I was just about to address them, when the strange low 
whi^dring tones in which they spoke, ^ alarmed me, and I 
drew back close to the wall. 

*^ The fabric was in so shattered a condition, and there 
were so many projecting masses overgrown with dry grass, 
that numerous clefts and chasms were to be found in every 
part of it. One of these happened to be close beside me, 
and, retiring; to it, I ensconced myself ia such a manner 
that I could hear, and see, without being discovered. 

*^ As the people advanced, I saw that they were three 
in number. It was tdo dark to distinguish their garb or 
their countenances, but my newly awakened suspicion 
was increased by observing, relieved against the sky, a 
spear across the shoulder of one of them. At first I could 
only hear the suppressed murmurs of their voices ; .words 
became distinguishable as they c^pproached, but they were 
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In a sttange dialect, of wfaich I could net comprebend the 
fiiHiiiiport. 

^^ At length I made out the foUawmg dialogue ; ^ I tell 
you, they must all be here ; they could get no farther after 
dark, and Sheer Allee and I watched them till their ; be- 
sides, I am c^tain I heard the neighing/ of a horse.'— 
^ Well, if they are here;' re^^ed another, * tbdy cannot 
escape us again : — ^may their fathers be burned, the dogs ! 
we should have lost haJf pur prize had it not been for that 
lu<^ discoT^y. Why the old man says that there is a 
young fellow whose coat and belt are worth two thousand 
sequins, and there is some talk of an old mercfaaht with 
rubies and emeralds enough in his turban to buy the 
whole caravan.' — *^ Well, let us take care, not one must 
escape.' — ^^Ob, no fear i Meer Hussun is gone round to 
the other vaults with forty men, and the twenty with Sooltaun 
i^U take care of these here ; the rest must act as occasion 
requires, and catch the flyers : when we light the torches, 
ev^ one must be put to death as he rushes out ; we mu8t 
not make too piany pns(Hiers,'Or we shall b6 embarrassed 
in our retreat.' 

^^ While this was going on, the three men passed me 
slowly, pausing at times as if looking for some one. ^ The 
curse of Shytaun* on that stupid dog, Dilawur Sooltaun ! 
what can be keeping him V cried one of the party, peevish- 
ly; *th^e's never a job to do but he lags behind: why 
will Meer Hussun always employ him f — ^^Husb !' whis- 
pered the other ; * not so loud — you may awaken some of 
these sleeping dogs : — Sooltaun is a blood relation of Meer 
Hussun, you know, and though he may be slow, when he 
does perform a job, he does it completely, and so you will 
see him do now : but go you back to the north angle while 
I advance and see what they are about.' So spying the 
three separated, and I remained in an agony of fear and 
doubt as to what I should do. There were all my unfor- 
tunate companions sleeping soundly within a few yards of 
me, void of all suspicion, — just on the point of being 
n^urdejred by a merciless banditti, and I, who knew their 
deiDger^ had not the means of putting them on their guard; 

* Satan, the DcTil. 



fiir'disc<nrery and i&st8iitide$ith mast iaevhubly Movr any 
attempt at alarmiog them, without the smaUest.obanceof 
suceeedmg in^the effisrt. 

^« TrustiDg to the obseurity, I looked oati'aiid seeing no 
oae^ resolved to attempt reaching the cell where my com- 
panion the merchant was sleeping, hi this I ifortuftately 
succeeded without interruption, and cautioosly wakening 
him, could hardly stifle Jus cry of affright, while I told him 
the dreadful reality.' I had just determined on making an 
effort to find the vaultsl that were occupied by ,our armed 
companions, when voices were/again heard close to the 
mouth of our ceil. Ob, bow my blood curdled at the 
SQundJ — it was the signal of deatii, and I thought my hour 
was come. , 

• ^^ Suddenly the air was iUmiiiiiated by bright continued 
flashes, succeeded by loud. and horrible shouts ; and these 
again were soon mingled with cries and groans, the clash 
of w;eaponsv and the knell of matchlock and pistol-shots. 
I cast a glance around me for the means of deftnce ; but 
what were matchlock and sword in the bands of an old 
man and a raw stripling against a host of armed ruffians ? 
Our cell, tilfnow, had fortuiiately escaped their notice, but 
there was sniall chance of its remaining long undiscoyered ; 
and I cast my eyes around in despair, unwilling to die wiUi-. 
out a struggle, yet uncertain what to do : when, by the 
light of the flashes which penetrated ourcell', F observed 
a rent in the deepest recess, which the darkness bad hitherto 
concealed from our view. ^ Here, bere !' cried I to the 
merchant, who, stupified with, terror, allowed me to lead . 
him as I chose ; ^ this is our only diance for safety — let us 
try to mount here, the hollow may conceal us.' I clam- 
bered up to the aperture ; it was a i'ent in the wall, beyond 
which nothing could be seen for the darkness : it was very 
narrow, but I squeezed myself through, and feeling for 
footing on the other side, lent my hand to the old man, 
who instinctively followed. Alas ! the apertui'e was too 
small for his grei^ter bulk ; he stuck half way, and I was 
in despair. The shouts and the cries continued-rthey ap- 
proached — all seemed lost : — I pulled by the head and 
shoulders of my companion, but in vain. At last my ex- 
exertioi^ loosened a stone, and it fell ; I redoubled my , 
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efforts, and tore away a part of iiis girdle which had caught 
the projecting $tones, upon which the whole person fol- 
low^ : he feU m upon rae headlong, followed by a quan- 
tity of stones and rubbish, and we rolled together into a 
deep bole, where for a minute or more I lay half-stUnned 
by the fall. . ■ 

^^ When I recollected myself, we were in utter darkness, 
arid the noise of the fray came' more fkintly to my ears. 
At length it approached, and the trampling of feet as if im- 
mediately overhead, mingled with many cries and impreca- . 
t{ons,^shook the place. ^ Allah * Allah !' cried one or two 
voices, which I recognised for those of the men who bad 
shared our cell, and who, now discovered by the ruffians, 
vainly prayed for .miercy : — one or two bteavy blows, accom- 
panied by bitter execrations, told us the result. The torch- 
es flashed, and one or two crevices admitted a faint ray of 
their light. Expecting to see the faces of our murderers 
gazing in upon us through the chasm, Hooked up in help- 
less horror. Had it been so, we were gone without re- 
source, and for a few robnients the agotiy of suspense was 
almost insufferable ; but the trampling and the tumult re- 
~ceded afler a while, the lights vanished, and silence as well 
as darkness prevailed. 

" Oh, what ages of agony did thenext two hours appear 1 
My feculties and apprehension were as perfect as ever ; I 
was keenly alive to the full misery of my situation. There 
could be no doubt of the event of this miserable fray, and 
I knew that the morning light must decide our fate ; for 
faint and fami3hed as we were, it would be impossible for 
us to survive long in our concealment, and we should be 
forced to come forth an<l take our chieince of discovery, 
rather than die like vermin starved to death in our holes. 
If you ask me whether this severe lesson did not cure me, 
for the time, of my itch for travelling, I answer, no, — it 
never occurred to me to tax my favourite pursuit with being 
the cause of my misfortune ; and though I heartily wished 
myself any where in safety, I never repented of my depart- 
ure' from home, or felt the Smallest wish for returning to its 
insipid security. 

" My companion, I believe, felt the horror of his situa- 
tion less than 1 7' — his faculties were stnpified. His Mh 
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although it bad in.no wide^aiatenaily iojured him^had stun- 
ned bis senses : be lay groaning, now and then^ ejaculating 
the name of AUab, but never addressed a word to me. 

"At length mo^niiig broke. A dim grey light mingled 
almost imperceptibly with the palpable darkness of our 
dungeon, and the twitter of a bird proclaimed that nature 
was once more awake. No hostile sound was to be heatd, 
and I resolved to ascertain the state of things above. - 

" Stiff and sore, I rose with difficulty from the rough 
hard stones, and^ looking round with eyes now accustomed 
to the o];^curity of the place, 1 discovered that we were, at 
the bottom of a large vault, the greater part of which had 
fallen in and choked up the entrance. A flight of steps 
had probably once led to it, for we were at least twelve feet 
under the surface of the ground. One or two small chinks 
in the roof admitted a feint ray of light, but the greater 
part of the whole remained in impenetrable darkness. 

" Turning towards the side of the pit, near which we had 
lain, it was npt without much difficulty that I succeeded in 
clambering up the steep slope of fragments down which we 
bad fkllen, and reached one of the chinks through which 
the torches had dashed the night before. I found the 
tiperture completely iilled up with rubbish, and it was with 
great labour I removed so much of it as enabled me to 
look down into the cell where we had~slep't. , There, in- 
deed, lay a ghastly proof of the tragedy that had been acted. 
The three men, who with us had occupied the place, lay 
stark dead, bloody, and naked, as they had fallen and been 
stripped by the miscreants. It now ^Iso became obvious 
by what means the aperture bad escaped their view : the 
effi>rts made in dragging my friend the merchant af|er me, 
and the displacing of a few stones, had shaken the crazy 
fabric so much, that a quantity of rubbish had fallen from 
the old arched roof, and effectually concealed our hiding- 
place ; it cost me a good deal more toil before I widened 
the rent sufficiently to let myself out. 

" Stepping over the dead bodies, I ventured to peep 
forth. All wa^ still, and the pure morning air revived me. 
I went cautiously round to the vaults where most of my 
friends had beeti disposed of for the night ; and I shall ne- 
ver forget the scene of horror which presented itself tome 

^4 
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tliei^. Death — vToIent deatb at least'^faad been a stran- 
ger to me tHl the day before, vrheB our caravan was dis- 
persed y and then the excitement of my mind had kept me 
from dwelling apcm its victims : but novr, when ail nature 
was renewed in its tothness, in the quiet Mgfatof morning;^ 
I saw with sickenii^g heart aii the companions of my jour- 
ney lying mangled with ghastly wounds, their stiff and na- 
ked corses steeped in the chilling dews of night . £a)ch lay, 
a» issuing forth on- the first idarm he received' his death" 
Mow, or'^dt^ading to leave his retreat bad awaited his mur- 
derers in the vadt. Some, however, had scdd their lives 
dearly, for scvertd of the ban<Htti lay pierced vvith msteh- 
lock balls whfch had been fired from witlfin* 

«^ Heartvstruck, and shuddering at this dismal speetac^f 
I longed to fly ; but first I moilnted the summit of the ruhi 
td look if any thing was to be seen that boded danger. 
All, however, was still. The place stood m a plain, sur- 
rounded at various distances.by craggy hills ; butso far as 
the eye could reach, ho living thing was to be seen. I now 
returned to my fellow sufferer, the sole surviver yet at lib- 
erty, besides myself, of ali our company. 

'^ It was not without difficulty I roused him to any degree 
of exertfon ; terror had still possession of his faculties, and 
it was some time before I could persuade him.tbat he was 
safe for the moment, but that he could not too soon quit so 
datiffcrous a spot- He was bruised, though not severely 
htirt and I had great difficulty in getting him out of the 

** When he found himself once more in daylight, he ex- 

•cWmed, •'Allah Afcbarl AHah Rereemt' several times in 

a bewildered tone^ nor was his alarm diminished, when 

b& eyes lighted upon the murdered men in the cell. It did 

not, however, preiventhim from observing the disorder of 

his dress ; and missing his girdTe, be exclaimed, * Staffiar- 

uBah I it is gone ; what dust has fallen on my head ! Alas, 

it is gone, and I am a miserable old man I'—* If it is your 

girdle,' said I, * that you latrient so piteously, you need not 

be urach distressed about it : it has fallen into the pit which 

preserved us last night, and I will fetch it for you : only 

endeavour to recollect your scattered senses ; you will need 

Chem all I fear.'—' ABafi !' exclaimed he, * is this true, 



^jorngjium ? is it indeed there ? Iiow sbftU I remvtd ihee ? 
thou art indeed my^ood a^gel ; wkaX recontpeoae sfaall'i 
l>est04fr an thee ?'^^^ Lose no fitrther time,' rejoined I; 
'recovetr your presence of mind, «nd be ready quickly ;lo 
^cbaipany me from faenoe ; that is all the reward i require^' 
So saying I descended into the pit, and soon. found the 
$hawl, torn and tattered as it was, which formed the old 
man's girdle. He received it with tremblinf hands, and 
feeling it aU over with a degree of interest that surprised 
me, cast up his eyes to heaven, muttering ^ Praise be to 
Allah ! praise to the Prophet ! all is safe, all is secure, r' 
With thai he fixed it.care&Uy around ^ him, and I led hiin 
from the place, avoiding the spots where our dead friends 
were lying; for I feared that bis mind, already sorely sba^ 
ken, would never withstaki^d the sight. 

^^ At this moment I was alarmed by the faint brayiug of 
^Q ass. I .hurried the old man into aj*ecess, and cautiously 
stole out to spy who the stranger might be who thus &n^ 
Rounced himself. Following the sound, I discovered that 
it proceeded from the v^ult where our. irattle had been in- 
closed the night before. They had not escaped, the rob^ 
bers' search, and probably had served to carry off the pri- 
soners ; but an ass, of rather sorry appearance, belonging 
lo a servant of the caravan, had either been overlooked or 
despised : and k proved a truly providential gift to us ; for 
m'tkont it the >eld merchant could never have left the 
place ; and as J could not have brought myself to aban- 
don him, his fate would h^ve most probably involved 
jnine. . 

^^ At last the old man was mounted, and leading the asa^ 
we departed in the direction of our intended course. As 
we increased our distance from the ominous Robaut*e- 
Deevje,''^ my companion recovered some portion of his 
mental energy ; and declaring that he know . the . road, I 
followed bis dir<pctions. We had found a few fragments 
of bread scattered about, either by some of our friends or 
the robbers ; and these, with a little water from a. well 

* Caravanserai of the Deeves, or evil spirits— Bobaut signifies a 
caraTaaserai. 
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close to' the Robaut, was all the refreshment on which ttre 
had' to depend) perhaps for several days. 

^^ Long and dreary were the hours, as we slowly wound 
tbrougfh one bairen and burning valley after another^ The 
merchant's strength at length began to iRiil. He complain- 
ed of severe pains all over his body ;> and before the sun 
had reached -bis lieight, he laboured under an ardent fever 
and a burning thirst. I was greatly fatigued myself; the 
mental and bodily suffering of the last two days, coupled 
with want of food and rest, had nearly exhausled my 
frame : my throat was also parched, and it was with diffi- 
culty that I continued to drag my hmbs along. 

^''It was about two hours after noon, as we travelled 
through a valley whefre some overhansr>ng rocks threw 
their shadow over a recess Tu>tit the road, that the met* 
chant, whose feeblenMs had rapidly increased, exclaimed, 
^ My son, I i>an support it no longer ! ray hour is come ; 
the tree must lie wh^re it falls ; lay me yonder in the shade, 
and sit a little while with me to close my eyes ; you will not 
foe long detained.' He was in fact, falling from the ass, 
apd I saw with despair that my last remaining companion 
was about to be taken from me. 

^^ I carried him to the shady spot he had indicated, add 
clearing a space from the stones which encumbeired it, laid 
him down as much at his ease as possible. ^Thanks,' 
said he, ^ my son ; thou bast done a charitable deed — aad 
thy endeavour to prolong the life of an old naan wiU not 
be without its reward. But that which is written rauat 
be accomplished ! Allah has. decreed it, and I perish a 
i^ictim to my own restless spirit and insatiable love of gain-! 
— ^My son, beware thou of such madness 1' 

^^ ^ The man who is dying before thee, was Hadjee Ab'^ 
doollab, of Sheerauz ; whose name, as a trader of no 
small eminence-, roust have reached thine ear. . Long did 
I toil after riches ^ to amass them I sacrificed personal 
comfort, the welfare of my family, and mental repose ; 
and now life iUelf is added to the rest. My constant ab* 
sence produced dissensions in my household ; my women 
were faithless, my eldest son became a debauchee ; my 
daughters were married to worthless spendthrifts — for I 
was not near them to hinder it. I lost my best and most 



^ffecftioDatc wife;; her hfedrt was broken by lAy stubborn 
and wayw;ard conduct : I saw it all, but still coirid not 
refrain. Tempted by the prospect of extraordinary gains, 
I visited the court of Ispahan, with some rich and costly 
jewels ; but fband there oiily those' who desired to poss^, 
but haid not the means to purchase them. It was dange- 
TOus to be known as the possessor of such treasures ; :so, 
hearing that an advantageous market was likely to be found 
in India, I joined thy caravan, intending to dispose of 
them to sQpa^ speeulfttor at Bander, or to carry them mf- 
Belf to Botnbay--nay, rather t6 visit the court of theluxa- 
rious Mafamood, at Shah Jehanttbad,^ than lose the gains 
I sought. It was to have been my last adventure ; I pro" 
mised myself ease and comfort in my age^ after that should 
have been concludedi But God has willed it otherwise^ 
and I die in a distant land the victim of my own avarice-— 
AUah-hu-Akber !--^ Allah Kereem i — ^his will be done I 

*^ ^ But thou, ray don, art still yousg— r-take warning b^ 
my fate, content thyself with moderate gains, and be not 
too ambitious of weaRh. And now I will put thee iji 
possession of that which has proved my bane, but which, 
wisely used, may Mess thee ^nd idl thy house. — Seest thou 
t^is girdle ? It contains rubies and emeralds of great 
value. In the lining of the cap beneath my turban, thou 
wilt find two necklaces of pearls, of the finest that Bahrein 
ever produced, and fit to adorn the person of asking. But 
the fining t>f my under-test contains the choicest gems : 
I have not breath to tell them^— and,' oh, it is hard to part 
with them! Take them not, my son, tilll am deadi I 
could not, while I live, endure the pang of seeing them in 
other hands than miiie';-<-and yet they have ruined me f-^ 
but thou mayest safely use them, for they are the fruit of 
honest gains, and those I leave behind me will be wi^U pro- 
vided for by my death. But I grow fitinter, my son — and 
this thirst! this thirst! O God for a drop of water!* 

^^Thede were almost the last words of the unhappj 
fiadjee AbdooHah. It was with: much difficulty and many 
pauses he uttered what I have related; and now the fever 
and thirst toge^er parched his tongue, so that he could nc^ 

* OrDehlee. 
24* 
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longer speak. I contuHied to supfMM't his bead, for an 
hour, but at last even his groans ceaisiid, and he remained 
iosensiblei drawing bis breath heavily and painfully. At 
length there was a sdigfat conYulsion — a choking in the 
throat, — and all was. over : the spirit passed to taste 
the mercy of God, and the body lay lifeless in my arms. 

^ I closed the eyes, turned the feet to Mecca, and dis-» 
charged the last solemn duties with a heavy heart. I was 
alone in the wide desert, and bad little prospect of a bet- 
ter fate than thatof Hadjee Abdoollah. As for buryin|r 
the body, I had neither stcength nor« means for it; so 
obeying his directions in possessing myself of the iewels 
and DQoney that were sewed up in diJSTerent parts of his 
dress, and transferring them safely to my own person, I co- 
vered the body with its own garments, and mounting the 
ass, which had been browsing on the dried herbage arc»und, 
I pursued my way in the faint hope of reaching a village 
before night should close in.'' 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

tSB YOUNG MEECHANT's STOBY CONTUffUED. — THE FBARK 

HAKEEM. 

i^ I pRoCBBOBD but slowly : the famished animal I rode 
could make but little progress, and I began to feel the 
effectscof my own fatigue aiid exertions, in a very painful 
manner. The thirst which had oppressed me for many 
hours was now almost intolerable ; and pains in the back 
and loins, with burning eyes and skin,^ announced too 
pertainly the approach of illness. I saw nothing for it but 
lying down to die on the road side, like my.poor compa* 
nion. Indeed, I did not knot? my way, and was forced at 
last to let my ass choose for itself; which after all was the 
iMi Uiing I could do, for the instinct of these animals 
enables them in many cases to find the road to a . village 
when the rider would seek it in vain. 

^^ Left to itself, the ^»s moved on at a quicker paee, 
picking its steps over the stony plain in the now fast-decli- 
ning light of day ; and all I could do was to keep myself 
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from MiDg, when suddenly il^pricked up its loDg ears a^d 
broke out into a long Continued bray. I looked on iall 
sides, but could see nothing for a while ; at la^t the bark ' 
of a dog came upon my ear, and rousing myself to closer 
observation, I descried upon the stony siirface of the ri^t- 
hand hill a few sheep and goats, distinguisiied only by their 
motion from the rocks on which they picked their scanty 
food. It was a cheering sight ; sheep require a shepherd, 
and at this time of day could not be far from a village or 
encampment. The very idea revived my fainting spirits, 
and I looked around with still mo|6 intentness, till at 
last, sitting pn a rock near the summit of the crag, I per- 
ceived a human figure. 

^^ The moment I w^s near enough, I beckoned and call- 
led with all my might ; but ^he figure would not stir. Again 
I exerted my voice, and seconded it by getting off the ass : 
thiis movement appeared to alarm the man ; for giving a 
loud whistle, he got up and disappeared* Vexed and dis- 
appointed) I slowly mounted, and wa^ pursuing my patb^ 
when at the next turning of the rock I observed two per- 
sons standing above me with lances in their hands, as if 
prepared either to inake or repulse an attack. 

^^ ^ In the name of God,' said J., ^ (approach and assist a 
distressed Mussulmaun, who has with difficulty esca- 
ped from the hands of robbers. '-^^ W4io art thou, and 
whither goest thou ?* cried one of the youths, (for both 
were' young men,) in a strange wild dialect ; ' what assist- 
ance dost thou seek ?-:-art thoii not rather thyself a robber, 
armed as thou art ?'— ' No,' replied I, ^ I am a traveller and 
a true believer, poor and distressed ; I seek a little drink 
to slake my intolerable thirst, and the way to the next vil^ 
lage ; if ye be charitable enough to conduct me there, ye 
shall not want reward. Approach and fear nothing — by 
the holy Caaba ! by the head of the prophet ! I speak the 
truth!* 

^^ On this, the youths conversed a little togejlhei*, and then 
cautiously approached ; my haggard and worn-out appear- 
ance was not indeed calculated to keep up their alarni;,. 
. and after a tittle farther parley, they told me that they be- 
longed to a party of shepherd sent from the village of 
Zenjaun^ to watch the sheep and goats of its inhabitants 
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while they pastured on the kieigbbodritig hills. ;^ The vil' 
iage,' they said, ^ was still six ti^iles. distant ; but one of 
them, stifiulating for a reward, which I willingly promised 
him, engaged to conduct me there. They now brought a 
vessel containing aub-e-doogh,* to quench my thirst Oh ! 
never shall 1 forgt^t that delicious draught ! its refreshing 
coolness pervadeid my burni|0(g frame, and imparted to it 
a vigour, which, compared with my former exhausted 
state, seemed like perfect strength. 

^^ The shepherd-boy now girt his loins, and leading the 
way conducted my |^s by the bridle, along pa^ so intri^ 
cate, and ov^ ground so rocky and dangerous, that it 
would have been impossible to find the road without a 
guide. Indeed, so suspicious did tiie path appear, that 
more than once I felt inclined to tax my ccmductor with 
perfidy, and endeavour to rid myself of hiis dangerou? pre- 
sence. But my weakness, and the certainty'of perishing, 
if left to myself, were so perfectly apparent, and so reek* 
less of consequences had my sul^rings made me, that I 
determined to take my chance. and trlist to the fidelity of 
my guide. 

^^ It wa^ well that 1 did so ; for after a most fatiguing 
hour, my eyes were gladdened by the lights of ZenjauD 
twinkling at a distance in the plain below. Our descent 
occupied the greater part of another hour ; and I could 
not have held out nfuch longer, when, after passing through 
some fields and enclosures, we found ourselves before the 
gate of the place. The voice of my conductor soon pro- 
cured us admittance, and he led me to the house of the 
Ketkhodah,! as the best, he assured me, in the village ^ 
where, half dead with my sufferings, I dismounted, and 
sought shelter for the night. > 

^^ My appearance caused no small stir in the village ; ne 
^looner was it known that a stranger had arrived at the ReUc- 
hodah's, after being plundered by the Ballooches, than the 
people (locked to the house, and pestered me with ques- 
tions. But I was in no plight to answer them ; so' I shortly 
tpld my host that I had escaped with difficulty from the' 
attack which had destroyed the expected caravan; hot 

^ Batter-milk and water. f Chief magistrate; 



was Btiil able- to pay for any trouble I migbt give, and for 
the accommodations I should require, until sufficiently 
recovered to resume my journey. 

** The Ketkhodah, a gloomy-looking and very dark 
Bian, with a most sinister cast of the eye, and ^n ominous 
ecar on one cheek, was by no means hasty in acceding to 
my request. His house was small, he said ; he was not 
fond of admitting strangers ; there was a Mehman-khaneh*' 
for the reception of travellers : in bad repair, it was true, 
but still good enough, he dared to say., to serve my tarn. 
I repeated, that thbugh I had been plundered of my pro- 
perty, I still had enough to remunerate him handsomely 
fi>r all I required,-and to obtain the means of transporting 
myself to Bunder, where I had friends who would assist 
me." - I began to search for the purse which contained 
money for my daily expenses, intending to tempt him by 
the sight of some silver, when all at once his manner chan- 
ged ; his doubts and gloom disappeared, and a surly smile 
stole over -his ill-favoured countenance. — *' There was no 
need^' he said, ^ of another word ; the best accommoda' 
tion he had was at my service : no need of money or re- 
ward ! What ! he was a Mussulmaun Pdid not the blesseij 
Prophet command men to be charitable ? and was he 
iiot bound then to assist 9^ brother of the -fiuthful in dis** 
tress?' 

*^ My ass profited by this favourable revolution in my 
host's mind, and was immediately taken care of; lights 
were procured ; numuds were spread in the be^t apart- 
ment ; a cotton mattress, with a coverlet, was laid there 
for my use ; and after indiilging in another long draught 
of buttermilk and water, I undressed, stowed my valu- 
able apparel under my head, and retired to sleep. 

^^ But the excessive fatigue I had undergone, conspired 
with the growing' fever in my blood to render my frame 
restless and irritable. It was long ere I sank intd a trou- 
bled doze, from which I was roused by that intuitive per- 
ception which one has of the close presence of anothert 
when darkness prevents the intruder from being seen. I 

* A house for the reception of travellers, smaller than a ^arayant 
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vaa confident Ifaat I had felt Uu» w of flone one leanifig 
Of w Bie ; I even theoght my person had heeo touched, and 
that a hand had cautiouBly felt about as if searobisg fer 
something in the bed. if such were the cas^, it was with- 
drawn too quickly fer detection^ my quick start migbt 
have alarmed the iotmder, fer, when I stretched out my 
arms, they met in vacancy, .and no sound struck upon 
my ear. 

^^ I 8lq|>t again, but it was a restless watchful sleep, dis* 
turbed by horrid dreams and often i^rokmi by a staK ; in- 
deed an indefinite isense of danger hung over me, and 
would of itself have prevented any continued repose. But 
morning came without any fiirther cause . of alarm, and 
^^aimng confidence from the daylight, I gathered closely 
^together su^ parts (^my dress as contained my valuables, 
wl sank io^o a more rdleshing slumber than I had yet 
enjoyed* 

^ ^' My sleep might have lasted about three hours, when a 
slight noise in the apartment awoke me. I looked up and 
saw my host the Ketkhodah bending over me with eyes of 
4]ai^iDqiBry. It happened that I lay with one arm thrown - 
across my face ; perhaps ctt^ theie iostinctively, to shade 
my eyes from the glare of an opposite window. Weak- 
ness and sleepiness prevented me from moving at the mo- 
ment, and the suspicious appearance of my host awakened 
n de»re to learn what he wanted, and induced me to con- 
tinue .the semblance of slumber. 

^^ The man approached more closely, and looked about 
my person and among the bedclothes, with the earnestness 
of u}ne who expects some interesting discovery : a slight 
«aovement, however, which I could not control, made him 
start back and turn to leave the room, first casting a rapid 
glance where I lay, to see if my sleep still continued. Such 
conduct, coupled with the indistinct occurrences of the night, 
awakened considerable alarm in my mind ; and 1 was ru- 
minating on what had passed, when the voices of my boat, 
and, another person, whom I found to be my guide of 
the night before, and tlie Ketkhodah's son, conversing in 
whispers, attracted my attention: — alarm sharpened my 
senses, and with horror and disn^ay, 1 made out the follow^ 
mg dialogue ; — 



^- ^ W^i,' said the lad^ ' wbat^ 7«u mean to do, fik^er ? 
you- are sarely not goings to let this .feHow^ pass, after ^e 
pains I took to bring him to the honse V ^ No, no,' growl- 
ed the father, ^ no fear of Hlat; but you would not have 
me ouir hiB throat in open day V ^ ^^ ^^ you let the 
night pa$s then ?' — ^^ Why, I ^d make ha]f an attempt, hut 
the wretch did nothing but moan and groan all night, and 
hardly shut an eye<; so when I went near him^ just 
to feel where his clothes were put, he started up and al- 
most caught hold of me. I did get my fingers on his gir'^ 
dib, I believe^ and there i» money in it no ^ubt.'«— ^ I wa» 
sure of it, fhthor — I told you so last night, but you would 
not believe me.' — * Why, to be sure, I did think at first that 
he waa some poor wretch ; but his readiness at ofiering 
money made me look sharp, and" then I observed' how hea» 
vy his girdle was. I wonder you did not knock him off 
his ass last night. '-^^ May his &tber be burned, the dog I 
I did think of it more than once, but then he bad been 
seen with me by olhere of the villagers, and his, cries 
might have been heard :r— you know, the shepherds are 
seattered every where among the hills just now :-— besides, 
he had a gun and a swokl, and had I missed my blew in 
the dark, he might have defended kimself better than I 
should have liked. I tiiought it safer to carry him home^ 
where there need be no fear of his escaping. Remember 
that Armenian from- Sheerauz«^how cleverly that business 
was managed — no one ever guessed how he came by his 
end.' — ^ And that Moollah going to Yezd with his Indian 

Sold,' rejoined the surly voice of the father, warmed with 
le reeolleetion of his murderous exploits, ^ the old Ya- 
hoo's death appeared quite natural ; ye9, yes ! it must be 
in that way we go to work with this young dog, and I 
doubt not he will prove a good prize. There is a fever in 
his eyes already : you may know it by his sleep ; he- can^t 
quit the village to-day.' — ' By the beard of Omer ! he shall 
not.^ — ^ Hush, hush ! take care— don't speak so loud, yon 
may waken him, or others may hear you.' — ^ Oh, never 
fear, he is sound enough, and all the rest are gone to water 
the com.' — ' Well ; to-night a little of the poison we got 
from the Dervish will do his business. He is ill already — 
he ha9 been beaten and wounded by the Ballooches— all 



ibia is known ; what so natural as that jie should die ? Pen't 
let any one come near him ; i^id be sur^ you mention to 
all you see, bow ill our poor guest is/ — ^ Becbushm'* re- 
plied the son ; and they separated. 

*'^ You may imagine my feelings^ gentlemen^ on hearing 
this diaiogue : — ^my situation was, if possible, yet more 
appalling than it was when surrounded by robbers in the 
Kobaut-e-d^eeve ; for I was now sick and exhausted, hardly 
able to stand, and quite unable either to defend myself or 
to fly, even if I knew whither to bend my steps. I was 
absolutely in the power of reqiorseless villains, who, by 
their own confession, traded in blood. My mind was too 
much unnerved by illness and terror to thiiiik of the best 
steps to be taken, and I lay in a wretched state of pertur- 
^bation, until roused by the entrance of my host, who, ob- 
serving that I lay with my eyes open, started, and eyed 
me with a piercing glance, as if he read suspicion ia 
my countenance. 

*'*'* You have slept late. Sir,' said he, ^ you are refreshed, 
I hope.' — ^ I cannot say I am much bettec,' replied I ; ' I 
passed a restless night, I was feverish, and had very un- 
pleasant dreams. This, morning I fell into a sleep from 
which I have but now awaked. But I still feel too unwell 
to rise ; so, with your permission, I shall remain for a 
while where I am.' — 'Very good,' replied my host, /I 
doubt not that you will soon be better. J shall have some 
food prepared for you — will you have some aub-e-goeht 1] 
or pillaw with some sour milk l'^— ' Neither, I thank you ; 
I could not eat at present — I feel already sick. Perhaps in 
the evening I may taste somethihg, but not now ; I will 
try to sleep agaiiu' — ' Inshallah,' said my host, ^ you will be 
better by to-morrow 1' and he left me to myself, to devise 
what means I might for extricating myself from the horri- 
ble dilemma into which I bad fallen. 

'^ Meantime my thirst had returned, but I dared not ask 
for drink. All wholesome food was denied me. Poison 
was to be the means of my death, and I might be sure of 
finding it in every thing that should be administered to me. 
While racked with these despairing thoughts, my ey^ 

* By my eyes) j Water of tti0afT-c^i% 



ceiled 011 -ii.ieoliiermsair ranif where istodd the vesdet from 
trbtdi I had drunk 43ie night before. ^ Tbis^ iat least, was 
1101 poisotuMi': I knew that nfrotn the words of my raurdeih- 
ers themselves, as weE as from fny oWn 0xperiehee. I rose 
a^eetiog with giddioess, smd reached the eup7: the remains 
of the hntter-fhilfc and Water was stOl th^e ; aiid 1 drained' 
it .to the driTgs, as tiie last wholesome beverage 1 vdght 
ever taslevbat determined that nothing short of abdolate 
force sfaould/prevai^ion ine to/tadte i>f food in the Ketkho* 
dah*s bouse. - " ^ 

'f As tothe possibSity of escape, it appeared ahnbii 
hopeless; ^ From the. conversatii;^ I had overheard, it wsia 
t6 be inferred, indeed, thkt my iko^ designed to keep his 
fet}ow-'vi}tagei^ in ignoranee of- my ^te ; but eduid I rely 
OB receiving protection from any of them, provided I 
should aiiCeeed in eifebting my «s<^ape from the- Ketkho* 
dab's hoBse? Was it not probable- that the villagers, one 
and afl, might b^>a< gang of plunderers, and tfaat^ if they 
suspected Uie value of tfaiir prize they would rather assist 
tbeir chief in his murderdus intentions^ on condition of 
sharing in the spoil, than aid a stranger in escaping H'oiak 
his clutches ? )^t all events, I saw that my motions were 
watched for ilie present, and resolved to wait at least until 
twilight before attempting bhy thing decided; and if no 
better way should appear, to remain on my guard with 
my arins prepared till morning, and then endeavour to 
salhr forth and sell my lifo, if attacked/ as dearly as pos- 
sible. -■'["• ■' '.' ■ ■' ''.'-' , "■ ■ 

^ Misantime iHy fover rather increased than diminished, 
^om the a^^tatioh of my mind. To sleep under present 
circumstanced was impoissible,.and thetlay elapsed in mise- 
rable anxiety. Towards memig<i thet Eetkhodah ajgain 
visited me, and proposed* to bring ,me food. I once more 
told hint that my stomach Ipathed it, and refused to taste a 
morsel. ^ Then take a draught of this sherbet,' said he : 
^ my w^fe has prepared it fm you, of the best sugar from 
Bunder, and the freshest limes from Meenaub."^ See it is 
cool as the streams which flow firom the snows of these dis- 
tant mountains !' Oh ! bow tantalizing was this oSeti 
and how I loathed the miscreant that made ft ! — ^it was 

'<' A large village not far from Bunder Atbiuuiee, or Gomberoon. 
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to Wave tihe poison wbieb I knew he bud iBiatighd^ mitt tte 
beverage: but^ by an effort I subdued tb^ spa^oi ia mf 
tbcoail, and deeliaed it alse. 

^^ A cload gathered on the brow of my hosL * Heir is 
this V said be^ ^ what is it you dread f'--^ Dread ^ repeated 
I trembbng ; ^ What slio^d I dread here ?-^am I fkOt with 
MussttlHiaunBt? with frien<te ?--^But I Mt^Jie aU food and 
drink at present, and only seek ibr rest*'-^^ But this w^il 
make you better/ insisted my host^ presenting -the boirl.; 
^ here, take a little.'— ^ No,' saidi, * niH now ; hut iei^^e it 
by me : m a little time, perhaps, my thirst 0i|iy return.' I 
said this as easily aj» I could, and Ae K^tkhodab, castsng 
another suspicious glance at 4»e, set down the b<owl of sh^ 
bet and retired* . 

^ la two hours after, when twilight was seUUng over the 
earth, and I was mi«BiDg, in a sort of torpor produced by 
mental and bodily misery, the Retkhod^ Teturn^d. My 
heart saiA at the sound of. bis loathed footsteps.^ He was 
accompanied by anodiejr person, not more prepossessing 
than himself in appearance, pressed in an Arab cloak, and 
a huge green turb^m. ^ . 

"' Well,' inquired my host gloomily, ^have you drunk 
any of the sherbet I hrought yoU ?' I had takeirthe pre- 
caution to spill some of it upon the ground. beneath my bed, 
so that the bowl was half empty, and I repliedi' Yea, I have 
drunk of it^ and it was e^ccellent ; I hope I may sleep well 
to-night, and be able to-morrpw toprobeed on my journey-' 
— ^ Oh, no doubt !' said t^ie viUam, his |%kce hrigbtening as 
he locked at the emptied citp ; Vno doubt you will be the 
better for ihis — ^you will, I dare aay^ be on your journey by 
to-morrow: meantime, I have brought you a learned ha- 
keem from Bunder, who possesses the art of heating his 
patients in one* night, and by a single dosQ. Mush-allahl 
Galenoos and AHee-Aboosennah* themselves were less 
certain in their cures than Hakeem Hyatoollah ; — you are 
in lock that he came this way y and, lo 1 he is reieidy to pre^ 
scribe for you,' - 

' «^ I cast my eyes i|i<}uisitivdiy upon the man, ^ho, sei- 
zing <me of nty hands, and pretending to feel my pulse, ex- 
claimed, ' Allah ! Allah I here is danger-^here is fever — 

* The Eastern names ibr Galen and Aricanna. 



Abt a moiXH^nt lAQst be losti Yoatft^ it kr ^ly forttiiiate 
fyt tbde that I came this way ^ for else thy life was gfone. I 
have here a^medicine^ which thou must take^ ixiA tbat in* 
staAtly*' Ife^pulied oOt a email glass bottle containing a 
dark'<»oioured liquid. * Here,' ooiitinoed he, ' is a specific 
which kings might ofl^ their crowns for in vain — swallow 
it at once, and I answer fbr thy lifb.**-^^ Nay, what means 
aHthis?' said I :^ who sought for a physician ?— I want 
neither thee nxvt thy medicines; nor will ttake any thing 
from one whom I do not know.'— * Not take it !*^ cried the 
Ketkhodah, losing patience ; '*' by the beard of the iPropheti 
but thou shaH. What wil^ness is this ? tttQu art ill, and 
it is tlH; duty of all good Mussulmauns to minister to a sick 
lurother, even against his will.* — ^ What means this rude- 
ness?' exclaimed I, starting op^*^ what insolence iis this ? 
— ^wh6 dares to force me in this manner? nothing shaH 
pass mj^ throat without my own good will.' — ^ He is mad ! 
he is mad V criisd the Ketkhodah : *' his head is disordered 
by the fever ; how can he judge what is for bia good t — he 
fnu$t be boundl epter and hold him : enter, my son— he 
must be cured whether he will or no--^nter and hold him 
while I give hiip the dose !' The son, who was in waiting, 
now entered, and aH three set upon me violently. I saw 
that my doom was now fixed~they were resolved to con- 
sider me delirious— to force medicine down my throat un- 
der such circumstances, if known, would seem a charitable 
4UiL and mvdftgi^ ^tvtiM imnUrihiai^i*^*^ » iul a nfau of mj 
cQsorder. ^ I resolved to resist to the last, and started from 
the bed to seize my arms. The Ketkhodah n^tied upon 
me, and the son grappled with my legs to throw me down^ 
when a noise was heard at the door of the house, and a 
i^ery authoritative voice called aloud for the Ketkhodah. 
Confounded and alarmed in his turn, he quitted-his hold 
and ran to the door, while the others, seksed with the same 
panic, fled and lefl me to recoter myself as t cotild. 

^^ Exhausted \dth the struggle, I lay breathless and part- 
ing for a while ; and when able to move, I began slowly 
to dress myself, in Order to go and discover the cause of so 
opportune an interruption; which I anticipated to be |k- 
vourable to me ; but before I bad finished, the noise again 
approached, the tight of many torches flashed on the twi- 
light, and several people burst into the house, uttering a 
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nitmber of impreeftti<m8, wbile ibe Ke&boijidi appeared t9 
be excusing jiimself in very bumble lerms, and eatreatiag 
their. forbearaDce^r 

^^ I was considering what ihi$ new event n^gbt portend, 
when two or three ftiroshiess with torches and sticks in their 
bands, entered the room, and looking around them, cried, 
^ Ay, ay, this will do, this is the place Irr^owp with your 
forshes *,^ spread your numuds ; get every thing swept ^nd 
neat ; the gentlemen wiU be here in a moment ; — but who 
have we here V-r-^ I beg to represent that^thig is a poor sick 
traveller, a little wrong in the beadv said the Retkhodafa, 
^n a very humble tone^ and pointing, to his own \x^aA. 'I 
have ti£en him in for charity ; but we sh^Lll provide for hiiil 
elsewhere. '--^^ Ay, good, gpod,' said the furosh ; ^comev 
bundle off, friend, you can't stay here.' 1 attempted to 
remonstrate, but^n vain; and they were about to apply 
their sticks, when I. begged leave to remove my bed, and 
they assisted me to spread it inarcorner of the outer room, 
when I again fell down giddy smd filck with the exertion. 

V^I comprehended, however, from What had passed, that 
some person of consequence was ernving at the village, ' 
and clearly saw that my safety must depend upon obtaining^ 
his protection. During the. bustle, I was overlooked ia 
my corn^, and I resolved, when this person should reach 
the house, to throw myself at his feet, and teU my story, 
which I dojubted not would meet with attention. 
. ^^ lih uhmitgjQMnrte.r of nn hniir thft framnUniy-Qf Jioraegr 
announced the expected guests ; and aner a good many 

servants and loaded mules had passed the door, several 
persons ali^ted and entered.. The Retkhodah now made 
his appearance, humbly bowing, and ushering in a Persian 
seemingly of rank, and along with him, a man of handsome 
mien, who wore the dress of the Franks, such as I hadaeen 
in the commercial establishments of that peopleat Ispahan. 
These were followed by several Meerzas and servants, who 
all entered ; and while the Frank, who seemed to be the 
principal person of the company, and the Persian Khan, 
were seated at the upper end, the rest stood on either side, 
or sat themselves down at the foot of the apartment. 

^^I never bad spoken to a Frank ; but they enjoyed a 
good character in Ispahan for liberality and charity ; th^ 

- ' . * Gurpeti, 
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officers of the Shah sfiawed tfaem fevbur ; audihottgh they 
wefQ infidels, it was said that th^ were sincere and honeal 
in their deahng^^ My case was a despers^te one :•— 1 could 
not be worse (iff than 1 was; sol resolved to make i 
powerful effort, and seizing a fnoment when no one was 
attending, I stepped quickly past the furosfaes, and darting 
up to the spot where the Frank was seated, exclaimed, 
' IHay your prosperity increase i your servant has a peti- 
tion.' 

*' Instantly a dozen of people- rushed forward ta seia^ 
me ; among the foremost was the Ketkhodah, idio, catch- , 
ing hold of my collar, wta tearing me out of the room, 
^hen the voice of the Frank was heard, desiring them to 
let me alone — ^to let me speak. Slowly and suUenW they 
released xne ; and the Ketkhodah, bending on me a furious 
look, retired to his station at the lower end <^the room. 

" ' Who are you, and what do you want with me V salid 
the Frank in good Persian. — ^ I am a native of Ispahan, the 
son of a merchant there. I have been robbed, and nar- 
rowly escaped being murdered by the Ballooches of these 
districts, and would tu>w solicit thy protection, and liberty 
to accompany thee in thy march. ' 

*V I beg humbly to represent,' said the Ketkhodah, 
coming forward, ^ that this poor wretch is disordered in his 
intellects, and is no fit person to journey with my lord.^-- r 
^ Sir,' interrupted I in returft, * I am JU indeed in body, but 
my Biinxl is sound and unhurt : i have papers nbout me 
which vouch for the truth bf what I have said ^ and I can 
explain why that man, who has been my. host for the last 
night, "wishes to deprive me of the protection which I re- 
quire.' — 'I beg,'— ^interrupted the Ketkhodah, ' running 
forward, and directing a threatening gesture towards me ; 
but the Persian, whose hume I now learned was Lootf 
. Allee Beg, called out, ^ Stand baick, fellow ! if the young 
man has : papers, let him produce them ; the Hakeem Sa- 
heb* will judge of his intellects better than thou.' 

"With eagerness now I groped in my repositorj', and 
produced theletters of my father, and of Mopllah Hurmopz, 

* Hakeem rigny^ " plqpdcian." ffdfteft— ** g«atleBan—sir**-»4« al- 
ways added m addressing of speaking of £iirepeuiB^ ta Elcbu /Sahe^f 
^'Ambassador,'' Co/onel SaAcft—** Colonel," &c. 
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to Hajjee Muhomed Hassan^ at Bunder Abbassee. Vfbm 
the Frank Hak^iP) as I now uniferstood him to .be^ saw 
Che superscription, be exdaimed, ^ For fla|jee Mahomed 
Hassan 1 {i)r my good friend the Hajjee ! why, what is thy 
name, young man ?-^But stay^ the seats are aU sound. 
Chey cannot have been opened ; knowest thou aught ot' 
their contents ? Let me but have proof that thou art the 
proper bearer of these letters, and I vvill. protect thee, and 
see thee safe to Bunder.' 

^^ To this I replied, that thoogh I had not read the Jetterar, 
yet that I could mention so mudi of their contents as would 
convince him of my identity ; and accordingly, when he 
opened that of my father, it corresponded so exactly withT 
what I had statedy that he became perfectly satisfied. — 
^ Thy countenance is not that of a knave,' said he, ' and I 
have no doubt of thy tale.' — ^'Ah,ijQy lord,' interrupted the 
pertinacious Ketkhodab, enraged at seeing bis prey thus 
wrested from his grasp, ^ do not trust his face or his story ; 
be is an imposter — here is my^son who can prove him to be 
so.-r-^ Be silent, shameless t^ criedXootf Allee Beg ; * wbat 
can thy son know of this young merchant ? But let him 
be called, and state what he has to tell' 
..>^ My rascal of a. guide bow came forward, and uttered 
a« ikrrago of falsehoods, so gross ^d so inconsistent, that 
the Frank quickly detected and exposed them by a few 
cross questions, and the Ketkhbdah and his son were or- 
dered trorn the room in disgrace^ 

" The moment they were gone, I approached the Frank 
Hakeem and Lootf AUee Beg ; and entreated a few mo- 
ments* private conversation. Afler a few questions, the 
room was cleared ; and leaning forward towards them, in 
a low voice, that I niight not be overheard, I related to 
them shortly all^hat had occurred from the plundering of 
the caravan, but dwelling more minutely on the conduct of 
tbe Ketkhodah since I had entered his house. . 

"Ttey were struck with amazement. *! knew the 
Ketkhodah to be a slippery rogue,' observed LootfAllee 
Beg ; ^ but I had no suspicion Uiat be was so double-dyed 
a scoundrel as this : it must be matter of inquiry to-mor- 
tow.' — ^* Gentlemen,' said I, * my illness at present renders 
me almost incapable to act or to think ; but I woukl exert 
myself to the utmost, to detect so great a villain, aad if I 



migbt offer advice, there are two modes of proceeding 
whict may lead to proof of tbe facts I have stated. In 
yonder tiitle recess I see the bowl of sherbet which my host 
endeavoured to prevail oa me to drink; in the hurry of 
your arrivaK probably, it has not been removed. Let it be 
kept till morningv vhen you may prove the triitfa of my 
suspicions, by giving it to 9ome animal. Again, if the 
physician, such as I have described him, can be found, 
]>erba,ps the medicine may still.. be in bis possession^*— let it 
be offered to himself or the Ketkhodah ;r— if they dare to 
take it, such a step will go far to prove their innocence'; 
but if they refuse, it may be reasonably presumed that they 
are guilQr. To-morrow, probably, a litUe activity amc(ng 
your Highness' siervants may discover something regarding 
the Armenian and the ModSah,, who have boSi, as I am 
convinced>, been murdered by this villain, and the words ol' 
your servant will be confirmed. 

^^ ^ Barik-illah ! the plan is a good one — it will do, never 
fear," exclaimed Lootf Allee ; ^ but say nothing about it 
to-night. It is easy ik>w to \inderstand our friend the Ket- 
khodah*s reluctance^ to permit your accompanying us. . I 
have little doubt that the whole place i^ a nesft of thieves, 
and the Governor must have intimation of their doings.' 

^^ ^ As for you,' said the Frank Hakeem, ^ you shall be 
my care: business will detain us in this viHage for to-mor< 
row ; and by the next day, provided you will follow my 
directions, I think you may aho be got into travelling or- 
der. I will give you medicine, and,' added he, smiling, 
^ you need not dread poison from me.' I made a low obei- 
sance, and returned to the bottom of the room. 

^ The bowl of sherbet was secured, and orders were given 
by Lootf Allee Beg, to one of his confidential servants, to 
make a quiet search in the village for the pretended phyin- 
cian. Nothing transpired to give the Ketkhodah alarm. 
The Frank Hakeem, calling for a small wooden chest, took 
firom it a powder, which, being mingled with some other 
preparation, he gave me, directing me to be kept warm 4 
and I retired to sleep in a chamber occupied by some 
others of the party. Oh, how different were now my feel- 
ings from those of only a few hours bade ; and with vvhat 
smcerity were my prjivers and thjail^ks addressed Ais night 
toAJlab! 



^^ In ttie mOTfting ihe ^flbets of the medlcbb had left me 
vfehki but tlM paiiis in ttit^iones and t^e borBing heat were 
gone. A servant of the Hakeem eame early to me with a 
draught) ivhieh he assured me, would comt^lete my cure ; 
and, though it^was extremely imUseous, I took'itiustantlf, 
that my gratitude and confidence in his skill might be 
proved by my readiness. 

^ I learned tim mdrning, that the pretended Hakeem, 
who turned out to be a rmatiye and d^ehdant of the Ket* 
kbodah, as ill-favoured and Ul'^dispoeedas himsj^f^ had been 
taken hold of.' A ^rosh had received some hints of the 
tru^ in conversing with one of the vUkgers, who tras no 
friend tohis<Shief; and the infamous impostor was &uitd 
in his own house* He still retained the huge green turbap, 
asdeseribed hiy mO) and several small phiaia were found in 
his girdle ahd. pockets, among whlch^waa ^at containing 
the dafk*coloured liquid, which he had endeavoured to ad^ 
minister to me. 

Upon being interrogated as^ to. the nature of Uiese things, 
he dedared that they were medicines obtained from a trid- 
vellmg fakeerV and Which Was said td be vety efficacious in 
removing disorders.- *• I believe it,' said the Frank, * and 
have you any objeetiott t& take a Tittle youlrself ?'-r-^I do 
not stand 'in need of it ;' returned the man, and in such 
case it would only do me harm.' '^ You are right, indeed,' 
rejoined the Hakeem ;^^ I ^o answet fbr this doing any 
one harm, but good to mrtie.' The sherbet was now pro- 
duced^ ai^ the Ketkhodah, who had been seized aV the 
same time as the other, waa brought forward ; ^ What say 
you to this sherbet ?* s^id Lootf Allee Ifeg ; * have you any 
objection to drink of it ? You know, I suppose, of what 
choice ingredients it is composed-^it is the same you had 
prepared fbr your aick guest — ^to do him good, to make 
him Wed, you know l^ The wretch started when he saw 
the bowl I he took it trembling, and raised it towards his 
mouth, but his hands refused to convey it farther ; he dashed 
it from him, and uttering .a loud shriek, vBebuicsheed ! 
Bebuxsheed r* cried he, > forgive my wickedness ! I am a 
sinner, I am a sinlier V-^y Yes, you villain, you are a sinner, 
and a murderer too.^ ^ No, not' cried the man, ^ I am not 
a murderer ; the youth is still alive — he did not take i^e 

♦ " Pardon me ! Pardon me V* 
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pidison !^ — ^ Bot the Ann^oiaii did, yod.wretdi i' exclaimed 
Ldotf AHee, in a (hundering voiee, and suddenljr rising 
with a fiirioQs look to give force to bis words and intinit- 
jlete the criminal. — ^ Allah !' cried the conscience-struck 



lee ; Hberi^ was one by wjien you did! it.'-—* No, no, I was 
alone,' insisted thef bewildFeted maa-^-^iiot ev^n my don 
was there/ — *But God was!' rej6ined Lootf AUee, in a 
deep solemn tone ; — *> your confession is complete. Se- 
cure both him and the infoaous poisoning dog of a Ha- 
keem ; get hold of the Ketkhodab's soa too— they mast go 
with us to Bunder-^Akber Allee Kban shall learn their 
crimes, and deal with tfaem as he thinks fit.' 

.^ I -now^ discotered that the ^rank physician was 
on^ of the gentlemen residing at the English factory at 
Bunder Abbassee. He waa a ^man of great science, and 
very curious in all that regarde4 the antiquities of the 
country. He was a favourite with AJ^ber Allee Khan, 
the Oovernor of Bunder, whose son he bad saved from 
death by his skill, when labouring under one Of the fe- 
vers that depopulate that unbea{t% spot ; and he had 
readily granted him a Mehmandar and guard, to attend 
.him in a journey into ^e. provinces of Fars and Kermaun, 
with permission to examine certain curious antiquities in 
iHQttb* Lootf AUee Beg... who- accompanied the Hakeem^ 
was a personal friend of bis, and although of greater rant: 
than required as Mehmandar on such an occasion, he was 
well |>leased on several accptfnts to accompany the Ha« 
keem. They were at this time on their return ; and pro- 
posed setting off for Bunder^ afler a short excursion in the 
joeii^bourbpod of Zenjatm ; and Lootf AUee Beg, as an 
officer of the Governor's, though not especially sent for the 
purpose, deemed himself to be but performing his duty in 
arresting and carrying before hia superior, criminals so atro- 
cious as our host and his colleagues. 

^^The scene was thus changed — ^instead of being a pri- 
soner, sick, and the object of a deadly plot, t found myself 
carefully attended by kind and cliaritaUe people, whUe my 
intended murderers^ secnrely bound, were soon to pay tho 
forfeit of their crimes^ 
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. «^ Tbei BtiseeBT tmd Ua tmapmtA -retiimieid from tbcsf 
iilteiidod «sewrdioii itt the iifteraooii ; -And tonnd me suffi-' 
cirai^ rcM3oVered to partake, wi^ great r^isk, xif ^eir eve* 
ning meal. I then related my adventares more at large ; 
9a(iA the Frank wae ifiterealed with the aoooinit I gave of 
mjreelf^ and pleased with the replies I made to his numeiv 
ois imipmes. But 1 did oot at this time think fit to meB>- 
tifiBi thfs^ extent of my property, or the mptaaa by which it 
Jtad come into my posseaskm." 
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>^ Eaklt next mormi^g. we leA^Zeejajm, and hidting One 
mgfait on the rcA4) we rettcbed Bunder Abhassee on the af* 
ternoon of tiie following day » On readjang the summit of 
-the pass, whichoommanda a Tienrof tl^ levet tomntrj ban 
low, we could distittgoiiiH the city stan^ng on the edge of 
a boundless plain of deep Uue colour, which Med away 
till it nriogled with.the itistant sky. It Was the sea— it was 
the Gulf ^Ormuz*-^and I shall never forget the sensations 
I ei^peri^eed in thus first beholding the mighty deep.. The 
ocean is ^t aU times, and to afl^ men, an object of great in« 
terest^-^what must it have been to me then,, who^faad he^ 
ver seen apiece of water larger than the Zeiadeiood'* ia 
j9ood,^or the cisterns and canals in the palaco of the Shab 1 

^^ The Hakeem was pleased and amused^th the flight 
I expressed ; and kee|^g me close to himself, he desert* 
bed to me some of the wondelrs connected with this vast re- 
servoir ofrthe waters of the wc^ld. AU this tended to ex- 
cite still more the desire for travelling, which had in some 
degree been suspended by late occuitenees* 

^^ As we approachdl the margin of the sea,, my curiosity 
was still farther attracted by the great vessels Whieh rode 
in silent pdde upon thebosom of the waters. ^ Are these,^ 
said I, ^ the^ips of whieh I have read and heard so* much ? 
Are these the floajdng habitations which waft men and 
merchandize from one shore to another?^ A new source 
of intereilt to me% and of amu£|0ment to my protector , waa 
t Ti» lirer ivhicb flows part Ispahan, 



ilim^i^ mmmi 0p^MA *^ *&d he tMkpIiami^e is gratis 
fying Aiy ounoiKtj^. PrcfMifly we t^ncKed tlie towii^ «!id 
ridiag through the bazaars, ail gay whhtiie fidkdsi fnei^- 
ehaodiz^ we eiime to the factory of Sfigkn^i, dls^gukhed 
h]r the sbiirgQlarly crMaed flag t^ees^ that nation. H^e 
we baked^ and the Hakeem was wc^omed by several of 
hia QOiititryiiiei}^ while I remaioed for a while uoeertaiii 
,how ip aet,^^ttiiwinitig en ^ the one hand to quit mj bew 
protector^ wkb whose inaaneis I was greatly dehghted, yet, 
e^ the jothor^^fiaid to wtrude toya^f ifilo the houae of him-' 
se¥ aod his ffieods. v 

^^ He did not keep me long in snspenae^^^^ Aboo Talibr 
said he^- *^if ycm are ee«iteBt to receive the faoapitality Of a 
Frimk, you are-weleonie to ren^ain here with os ; which, 
iit least uflt^ you hatevmide yom* arrangements, I think 
you teaid bett4»f <kr ; and in trutft, if appeai^aneefi ate to be 
trusted, I fear you are lUii^y to require my aid;, v^htch I 
shaU wHlufi^ly afiord. My> servants, who^ are of your ^th, 
will prepare yqiu a place of rest ; sifeantime, enter with 
we. .-' - ■ '-. : ' '- 

f*' I. was now introduced to five Or rax Frank gen^emen, 
to whom my protector, speaking in his own language, 
shortly related my ^tcM-y^ and who 2l received me wiUi per- 
fect kindness and civility. It was a scene of the most 
perfect noveUy to me. I now felt ^at I was a traveller ; 
that Ihad afreaify met with some of those extraordinary 
sights and wj>pders ^f whteh I had heard so much. But I 
was soon disatded from obs^r^oction, and the' prognostics 
of my /ri^nd the Hakeem were justified socmer than he had 
himitolf expected. ^A certain creeping lahiver, whicb I had 
feltibrsome time, but winch 1 bad attribated to tlie fatigue 
of the journey f now very sensibly increased, and was suc^ 
ceeded by deadly sickness and'-pains throughall my limbs.. 
There was no need of explaining, to my &iend what liis 
experienced eye at once deteetBd---he conducted iBe to a 
small but com%ttable apartment^ furnished with a carpet 
a^d bedding, where, after administering to me such medi- 
cine as he saw fit, he leA me to repose. 

^^ I had sufficient recoRection to m^ke up such pottions 
of my clothes as contained my valuaUes-, into -a parcel, 
wfajch I deposited carefully under my pillow. The pre* 
caution was prudent and fortunate ,; for the fever which 



whieb tiiQie it wocdd hiive been dangore^to leave my pro-^^ 
perty scattered about. . - -. 

^^ I reoov^d mj seo^ ol tbe end of ^t tuiaet but it 
was some weeks before I waa.re^tored t6 faeklth^ttiid during 
that petiod tbe Hakem attended tlae witili the carc^ of a 
fatheir an<) ^. sk^ of a sage. jHe badrCGtQniutiica^d vo^ 
arrival to Hadje^ Mahoined Husaun, t6 w|ioin my letteis 
were addressed, apd wbo came to see m^ : but be, con- 
sidering me to bein exeelleot hatids, bad CJoi^^duMigbtit 
expedient to interfere. with the arrangemeBt8iybatba.d hf»n 
made for my comfort* / >. - - ' 

".The tediofls, cbmse of my recovery need not bo. de- 
tailed. . The unwearied kin^ess of mf fiiend^tbe JSakeem^ 
and his eHdent partiality for me, so g)?^tly ioereaased . ^e 
esteem and attachm^t wbicb I f^t ferhim, tbitt I resolved^ 
if permittedv to remain vfitb him e« long as I should con^ 
tinue at Bunder, and was delighted to .receive from iiim an 
invitatipn to that effisct. It is tcHbis visit,^ to tb0^ effects of 
my intercourse with this worthy mam and some of J^^is coi^-* 
paniohs, that ^attribute whatever may be.upr^ht or libjeral? 
firm or judiexous in my character and cond^t. . Principles 
of virtue may ba^e been implanted there by naiture^but 
the^ lay dormant under a maes'of igooraiice and' conceit- 
It was by comparing myself witb men of o^aLaequirements^ 
that X discovered my own ignorjance and mortified my 
vanity, and by assiduous attention ta their instructions, that 
I acquired the Httle real knowl^ge I possesst 

1^ As .:Soon : as I.bec^e convalescent,' the Hakeem^ 
whose duty occupied but a small portion of his time, would 
come and mt for hours with me, cOnversing.on various ob- 
jects; His acquaintance with the Persian tongue was #0 
perfect, that he talked in it almost :as ficiently as in his own, 
so ths^ there was nothing to impede the free interchange of 
sentiment. He never wearied of hearing my aceountsof 
IspabfSko :. of its palaces rsnd wonders, of tbe court and its 
ceremonies, of its endless bazaars and numerous colleges, 
of its inhabitents and their manners and customs. Jn re- 
turn, he would tell me of the dlBlbrent nations of Frankestan 
— ftheir governments, their wars, and political relationsr 
He inquired into thef state of learning, of the soiences apd 
useful inventions of Perma ; and astonished me, ip return^^ 
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\^$tfa accouDts of the wonderfbl discoveries aad arts of 
Europe. 

*^ He saw that I was enamoared of science, bat was led 
astray by ddusive views on every subject that had em* 
ployed my attention'; and he endeavoured to convince me 
of my errors^ and point out to me the true paths to know- 
ledge. At first the wilful blindness of my vanity and pride 
rejected his profiered guidance ; I turned a deaf ear to his 
argaraents, and refused assent to his conclusi6ns. But 
truth is all-powerful : the Hakeem was an able reasoner, 
and peculiarly happy in his illustrations ; the light began t9 
dawn upon. my errors, and showed their magnitude and 
absurdity. I now listened more attentively, and by degrees 
acquired a knowledge of many fundamental principles in 
general science, which served as points frbm whence to 
start — as a basis on which to reason. But, above all, he 
taught me to scorn and fling away the jargon of mock 
science; to bring every proposition to the test of reason - 
and judgment, before acquiescing in the opinions or adopt^ 
ing the systems of others, however specious, however 
venerable. ^ Providence,' would he say, * has gifled you 
with observation and judgn^eUt : — you are qualified to de- 
cide for yourself; — divest yourself of prejudice — examine 
carefully, consider deliberately ; but act for yourself — and 
do not accept of assistance from others, in matters which 
only require the exercise of your own good sense and dis- 
cernment.' 

^^ The conversation not unfrequently turned on the sub- 
ject of our respective religious persuasions ; and my 
Frank friend would try to convince me of the inconsistency 
and absurdity of the doctrines of Islamism. He did not 
hold forth against its tenets with vehemence, but rather 
sought to reason them calmly one by one, arming his argu- 
ments at times with the keen ^dge of ridicule. But here I 
Was firm— my fai^h, the faith of my fathers, the trqe reli- 
gion of Mahomet, I never would abandon. However 
miich his arguments might perplex, or his sneers provoke 
me, they never shook my retigieus principles — La-illah-e- 
ilullah ! Mahummud rusool-ullah \* 

* " There i» bo God bflt God, and Mahomet is his Prophet."— The 
Mahometan Creed. 

26 - 
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' «' Nevertheless Jus canv^rBatton on this subject faacTcrae 
— and whatever bigots or enthusiasts may say, I presume 
to thinkt a salutary effect. My mind became more liberal 
in such matters ;— I saw, that though JskmisBk must be 
the only true path to Paradise, the followers of Issaw,^ 
have many powerful arguments to-support their creed ; 
and that opinions professed^ by So many and such aUe men, 
are neither lightly to be demised, not rashly to be con- 
; demned. It produced in me a spirit of toleraidon, a desire 
for Jiberty of conscience to all men;t and a persuasion 
that he who acts up to his own standard of rectitude, aod 
who guides himself by the rules which are taught bim by 
. his conscience and the religion he may profess, beqpmes 
acceptable in the eyes of his Maker, and has reason to 
' look, for his reward in a future state of existence. 

*^ I shall not enlarge any farther upon these conversa- 
tions ; I only desired to give you some idea of their nature^ 
and of their effect upon my mind, which, combmed^ with 
the events at Yezd, and the exertions ciilled forth on my 
journey from thence to Bunder, were such as changfed. the 
whole colour of pay character, Frojna a raw, ignorant, 
and conceited stripling, come abroad into the world to 
gape and stare at its every-day occurrences as wonders, I 
became a grave, reflective, silent youtbi fond of listening 
to others, but neither ashamed nor unable to take a share 
in conversation ; apd,. above all, fond of exercising' my 
reasoning powers on every thing tfiat came before me. I 
became a favourite with all the Franks, and, as I have 
already observed, associated principally with them. 

^^ Meanwhile, I did not neglect my worldly afiairs. I 
found Hadjee Mahomed Hussun, a shrewd, intelligent 
merchant, of great reputed wealth, enjoying- a good cha- 
racter for honesty and fair dealing in the place, and the 
native merchant with whom my English friends transacted 
all their business. He consoled me for my losses-— obser- 
ved that such accidents were too frequently the fate. of tra- 
vellers to be thought of after they were passed, and that I 
might deem my^lf fortunate in escaping with life and the 

* Jesus ChHst 
^ t Th^t this efiect has been sometimes produced upon the min^ ^^ 
* Mahometans, by such means as those related in the text, the translfttor 

can himself testify. 
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inoney I had about ray person. He proressed a great 
regard for my father ; but spoke of Moollab Hurmooz as 
soffnething almost ^uper-human ; as a wealthy, and a good 
mah, in spite of his detestable religion \ whose agents were 
ta be found in every part of Asia, and whose power was 
like that of kings. Moreover, he professed himself ready 
to supply me with goods, money, or advice, and lowering 
his voice, advised me to be cautious as to my Engli'sji 
friends. They were honest and good people, lie adinitted ; ^ 
but then they were.Kafiers,* and that in his eyes was suffi- ' 
cieift to damn them, root and branch. He appeared jto 
dread their influence over my religious principles, and I 
found it impossible to quiet his fears entirely : he edded by 
shrugging his shoulders, and saying ^ You are the best 
jttdge,'^erhap9 ; but 1 wash my hands of consequences^ if 
you are resolved to reside here any longer.' 

'^ I placed my money to the best advantage in tho/ Had- 
jee's hands ; but did not venture to speak of my jewels ; 
and it Was not until after a re»dence of more than two 
naonths in the Hakeem's house, during which time my 
admiration and esteem were excited by a course of up- 
right and liberal conduct, and hearing the eharacter which 
I had drawn from this behaviour confirmed by all men in 
the place^ I thought myself justified in entrusting him with 
my secret. The possession of so many valuable things so 
loosely kept about me was uncomfortable, and I very much 
desired to dispose of them more securely ; — ^to effect this I 
craved his advice. ' ^ 

^^The story I related interested the Hakeem, and he was 
how too well acquainted with me to enter^n any doubts of 
my veracity, when I explained the manner in which I had 
become possessor pf the jewels. It was a romantic ad- 
vcErture he said, but so was the whole of my journey and 
stCH'y. ■ He confessed, that though Hadjee Mahomed Hus- 
sUn ei\]oyed a good reputation for honesty, he thought the 
temptation too great to be wisely placed in his way ; ti(nes 
looked gloomy, and m times of trouble, changes were often 
so great and so firequent, that property might very easily be 
lost. — ^I might deposit my valuables in the treasury of the 
&ctory, if I thought fit ; but, admitting it even to be secure 
there against political changes, the danger to human life in 

* Infidels. • " 
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SO unhealthy a climate was. so grenX^ nod the chaoge.ef 
hands might be so sodden in the factory, that he hardly 
could advise me to run the ri^ of it. -. 

^^ ^ But what,', continued be, ^ are your own views ? . Do 
you mean to follow up the commercial adveiHure projected 
by your father, and return to Ispahan by the way of Shee- 
rauz ? C^ are you still bent upon travelling ?— ^if 9a, 
whither do you. mean to go?' Ipaus^a little; I bad 
given the subject long consideration, and, whatever ought 
to have been the decision of prudence, the desire I felt of 
seeing the wofld prevailed over every other motive-; and I 
resolved to gratify it, cost what )t might. 

*^ I was now an independent individual ; the goods which 
had been entrusted to me had been lost^ and the advtature 
brought to a close by no &ult of mine. My responsibility 
to my father was at an end ; X had been exonerated l^ 
events over which I had no contiol. Money and means 
were in my hands, and I resolved to employ a share of 
them in pursuit of my lavourite otject. . I signified this de- 
cision to the Hakeem,, and farther stated, that I had 
thoughts of bending my cour^e^ towards lodiat a country of 
which 4he isep|iited ^Wlers, magnificence, an^l wealth bad 
excited in me a strong desire to know something firqm per- 
.so^l observation. * ^ ^ ; . 

^^ My friend observed that although he could not e^ntirctly 
defend my prudence in thus giving up a life of comparative 
ease and security for the hazards of travel in a country but 
litde known, yet the enterprise my resolution implied, cor- ^ 
responded so much with his owa disposition, that he felt ' 
rather indinedi to 'applaud than to Condemn me for it. 
*' Yx)U will, of course,' continued he^ ^ acquaint your fether 
with the circumstances which, have led you to <letermine on 
this course, so, that he may be spared^ the misery c^ be- 
lieving that his son is dead or lost to him.' 

^^ This it was my full intention to do ; and after a fa|l 
consultation upon my affiiirs, it was resolved, thsit I should 
proceed as soon as an opportunity occurred, to the Frank 
settlement of Bombay, to which my friends at Bunder could 
give me useful introductions, and from whence it would be 
easy to bend my steps to any^ part of India. 

^^ My wishes naturally, led me to visit the court of the 
Emperor Mahomed Shah, who then occupied the throne of 
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2>eh!6e, and whose luxury and magnificence were the theme 
of every traveUer ; and { resolved t6 carry with me a few 
Qf my valuable jewels, both as a resource in case of acci- 
dent, and with the view of disposing of them to! better ad* 
vantage than wad likely to be the case elsewhere* With 
regard to the rest, I came to the resolution of leaving them 
in the hands of my English friends, desiring that a portion 
of them should be turned "into money, as occasion might 
offer, and be remitted either in goods or in bills to my father 
at Ispahan, as property deposited in his hands until the 
owner should claim it by virtue of certain documents agreed 
upon. The remaining portion was to be sealed up an^ 
kept for me in the treasury of the factory ; but in case of 
any political occurrences that might affect the property of 
the English, the packet concealed in a bale of goods was 
to be given in charge for me to Hadjee Mahomed Hus- 
sun. 

*^ My arrangements were «t length completed. To pro- 
vide as far as^ possible against the risks of the road, I car* 
ried but little money about me, trusting for supplies to let- 
ters of cre^t on Bombay ; and I secured my jewels with 
great care- about my person. These precautions proved 
fortunate in the end, as I shall soon have occasion to show 
you. - 

^^ As no European vessels chanced to be sailing aX ttiis 
time, I was forced to put up with the wretched accommo- 
dations of an Arab Dow,* which had come from, the port 
of Muscat, and was engaged in a trading voyage which was 
to terminate at Bombay. ^It was neither a very comforta- 
ble, nor a very safe conveyance ; but being the bnly one 
likely to occur for some time, I thought it better to submit 
to these defects, than td so great a probable delay. 

" It was not without a painful emotion that I quitted my 
good friends at Bunder. I presented those to whom I had 
been most attached, with small tokens of my fegard, and 
forced upon my friend, the Hakeem, a ruby ring of the pu- 
rest w«ter ; while he, in return,, gave me an English watch 
and ^ packet of medicines, accompanied with directions 
for their use. Valuable as these were to me, I prized still 
more the esteem and friendsMp of the donor ; nor can I 
* A particularkiRdofyessel used in these seas. 

26* 
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ever cease taremeoiber with gratitqde the iacalcal^ble ad- 
vantage which my character undoubtedly received, in "feel- 
ing'and in principle, from ray. intercourse with these kind 
Franks. ' ^ ' 



CH APTEE XXXI. . 

THE rOUNO XfiECHAItt^S ^DVENTUBBS CONTINtTjBD. — 'THE 

SHIPWRECK. 

The young merchant paused at this part of his narrative. 
<(^It is late, gentlemen,*' he observed, ^^ and you, may wish 
for repose. If you can put up with such acconunodations 
as you see, I shall be happy to make you as comfortaUe as 
I can ii^ my house, till business may call yod abroad in the 
morning ; if not, my servants shall attend you hom^, and I 
shall hope fbr your company some other evenings, when the 
remainder of your servant's story shall be at your com- 
mand." 

Fouje Allee, who for some time pas$ had^been nodding 
in his seat, >^ and who was now leaning bad& against the 
wall sound asleep, started up and began to rub his eyes, 
when the voice of our host ceased. After muttering a. few 
incoherent words, he rose, saying he must go home i and 
as I feared that our cbmjianion in the house might now be- 
come alarmed at our absence, I thought it best to accom- 
pany- him; 

As we took leave of our host, he beckoned to a servant, 
who brought in two purses, one of which he laid before 
Fouje Allee, the other before me. ^^ I know not," said 
the young man, *^ how to express the gratitude I feel for 
the service you have rendered me, gentlemen ; but I entreat 
you to accept of these purses, as a small mark of its sin- 
cerity ;«and be assured, that if I can be useful to you on 
any future occasion, you may freely command me, and all 
thatlhave.^' 

Great as were my pecuniary necessities, I could not hdp 
Reeling a strong reluctance at receiving, in so open a man- 
ner, so considerable a sum of money from a stranger, on 
whom I had no claim, save that of having rendered him an 
accidental service ; *an(l I involuntarily drew back and ex- 
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cosed myself from acceptmg it ; but the young man ap< 
peared to be so greatly hurt at thiisi refosd, that remember- 
ing tke declared krgeiieas of. his fortune, and convinced of 
his sinoQrity in desiring to give us a proof of b>s gratitude^ 
I at. length agreed to receive it ;f and taking our leave, but 
declining the attendance of his servants, we walked ^home- 
wards. . 

I saw the eyes of my companion, Fouje Allee, viriio had 
by no means sympathized with myirductance at. availing 
ourselves of the youi^ merchant's bouaty, open wide with 
dehght when he fek the weight of the parse which fell to 
his share, and he could, scarcely contain his joy within de- 
dent bounds until he reached the street* } Shukor Allee, ! 
Shukler Khodah !* thanks be to thee, O AUee ! for 4his good 
gill I — A fortunate day \ a most happy day ! . Why, Ismael, 
if this b^ gold, there is half a piaunt of it at least)! That lad 
must be made of tbms^uns to scatter them after this fashion. 
Djd I not tell>you ho would prove a golden prize? Ah ! 
by the might pf Solymaun,^we shall niake a fortune of him.'' 
'^ Rapacious wolf f cried I, indignant at his sordid gree- 
diness ; ^Vi^^that stomach of thine nevec to be satisfied ? ^s 
not such a princely gift as this sufficient to content even 
thy ever-craving maw ? And from a man too whose throat 
you would have^allowed to be. cut before your eyes X- One 
word more of such an intent, one demonstration at impo- 
sing oh the generous nature of our noble young acquaint 
tjanee,iind I will expose you to him. . Tes \ and all the in- 
terest I l^ve with our commander and the General shall be 
exerted to punish and confound thqe for thy ;di8graceful 
extortion." 

^^ Whoo ! who'o 1 — ^here is an uproar, here is a passion ! 
and all for hinting at giving just a gentle squeeze to a rich 
Ryot.l You will never mak^ any thing of a Gholaum, my 

* It is to be remembered, that presents of money from inferiors to su- 
periors, itnd vice veraa^ are very common in Eastern countries ; that ob- 
ligations or serrices are frequently requited, or favour eipressed in this 
way, so^at the Kuzzilbarii's acceptance of money on this occasion ih- 
volfed even less of degradation in the eyes of his countrymen| than he 
seems to have conceivcid himself. 

' t A Persian measure of about 7 1-4 lbs. weight. , 

X Ryot, a peasant, a tiller of the ground, (me of the lower ranks : used 
here contemptuously, and in oppoSHioii to the nobles and court depen- 
dents, to whom they pay rent or tribute. 
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lad: you'il never, do for a collector of tribute; the mer^t 
ass of t Ketkhodah in the coiuitry would laugh at your 
beard 1 But I suppose you want to have the plucking of 
the pigeon to yourself: — wdl, Icare^ot! FoujeAUee can 
strike game for himself ; he scioros to tear it from the ta- 
lons of another ?" 

^^ I squeeze ? I pluck the pigeon ?'^ exclaimed I, in great 
iadignation ; by tiie head of my father ! you little know me ; 
you judge of me by yourself, Fouje AUee. 1 would be 
were as safe from others as he is from me ! But I wiU not 
stand by and see a noble animal torn to pieces by jackals J ^ 

^^ Jackals ! — take care you do not find tfaem to be li- 
' OBs," muttered Fouje AUee ! ^^ Well, well,~be it so ;- look 
to your own af&irsi cook your own medls, and I will see to 
mine, and let no more of this be between us. '^ 

When we reached home and examined pur presents, we 
found that each purse contained fifty tomauns in gold, ir 
sum that to one who wasf sufiiciently embarrassed, proved 
a most acceptable relief, and which appeared to satisfy 
Fouje Allee himself. 

When I .proposed next evening, that he should accom- 
pany me to the young merchant's house, and listeii to the 
continuation of his story, fie shook his head, ^^ No, no ! I 
love his gold well ; but as to his story, I am wearied of it 
already, and there is no chance of such another sequel as 
this to his dinner," said he, chucking somo of the to- 
mauns : ^^ Do you go and listen to his sermons — ^I am bet- 
ter engaged — I mean to make use of some of these pretty 
playthings to-night." 

The young man received me with the same courtesy as 
formerly ; and though he civilly regretted the absence of 
my friend, it was yet easy to see that he reconciled himself 
to it wHhout difficulty. We partook of an excellent dinner 
as before, and after smoking a calleeoon, and settling our- 
selves comfortably for the evening, he resumed his narra- 
tive as follows : . 

^« We qtutted the roads of Bunder, and after taking in 
soxne saltatthe barren rock of Ormuz, sailed straight down 
the Gulf. It would be difficult for me to describe my feel- 
ings on thus, for the first time, committing myself to the 
mercy of the ocean, and in so frail a machine as that which 
now bore me from Bunder. Astonishment at the power 
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of mani who thus renders tiie widdsand the wayes stibeer- 
vientto ids purposes/ was mingled with awe at the seem- 
ing be^iessness of qdr condition, as the breeze waited u? 
from shore and from our friends. Confidence, however, 
arose by degrees, as we skimmed in safety over the gentle 
undulations of the water ; and I felt a strange exultation as 
the vessel rose upon eaph wave, and dashed the foam l?om 
its . long prow. But soon . my . head became uneasy ; my 
eyes begfan to reel ; giddiness and idckness succeeded, and 
I was forced- to retire to the mi8erab,le bed prepared for me 
below, and yield to that death-like disorder of the frame, 
which, alraofit every one experiences oh ! first going to sea, 
and which prostrates the weak and the strong alite. 

** It was several days before I could again bear the ve^ 
sel's motion upon deck, ancl by that time we were in sight 
of the black and arid rocks of Muscat, where the com- 
mandler of the vessel, having business to transact, remained 
for a week. I shall not detain you by any attempt to de- 
scribe this miserable place^ which is the only harbour in a 
Joqg tract of rocky, inhospital^ coast, but which, in spite 
v.of its de^ct appearance, is by no n^eans 4)eficieot in the 
means of sustaining life. We feasted oo its datea and its 
&h, and hiid in fruit and other refreshments for the rest of 
our voyage. 

** Aa Arab vessel, unlike those belonging totiie Franks, 
whatever be hdr ultimate destination, is accustomed to 
coast along ashore as much as posidble. Thia enables the 
crew to trade as they go, and to take advant^ of any ' 
creek or habour that may oier shelter upon the^ approach 
of bad weather. But, be8ide9 the inconvenient delay at- 
tendant on this modeof navigation, it is liaUe to many 
serious dangers, of which we were fated to experience a 
most distressing proof: for when, after a'tedhMis voyage, 
.which, with all its freque^it stops, had produced little ^itfaer 
to gralify ^curiosity or promote comfort, we reached the 
Gulf of Cutch, a severe tempest blowing .directly on 
shore, arOse so suddenly that we could not escape it by 
ruppiog into any place of safety ; and we were unfortu- 
nately so near the land, that all the eflforts of her unskilful 
crew to keep her out to sea were nnavailing. The conse- 
fiuenee was, that slio drove on shore, and the waves broke 
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over her so violeoily, that oeveral inen were ingtaatly wash- 
ed overboard and perished* * V 

^ lo truth, there seemed but small likelihood at first that 
aoy of our Uvea woutd be saved ; for so viol^it was tho surf, 
that in less than two hours the vessel parted and broke in 
pieces. Most of the seamen got hold of fragments i^the 
wrecks which carried such as could retaip their grasp fast 
towards the shore ; but maiiy were washed off, and drown- 
ed before they reached it. For my part, I was fortunate 
enough to fasten upon a large beam, along with three or 
four others of the crew, and after floating«bout for several 
hirars, until night had dosed in, we w^re thrown upon a 
sandy beach, where the sea still broke with a force that 
tl^reatened to dash ,us to {neces. ^ 

^* Our night was a dreary one : it was hot cold indeed, 
for the warm season had now set in ; but we had lest every 
thing ; we were wet, hungry, and wounded, and^ could not 
exactly tell where we were. We knew, however, that the 
whole of this coast was infested by hordes of pirates ; that 
the inhabitants were inhospitable to strangers and accas* 
tomed to plunder every one whom chance or niisfbrtuDe 
threw helpless on their shores. 

^^ When morning broke we were joined by some others 
of the crew ; and we were consulting together on what 
was best to be done, when one or two horsemen made 
their appearance oyer a sandy -ridge not far from where we 
stood. Upon discovering us, they set up a shout, which 
quickly brought up' a party of thirty or forty armed men on 
foot, who immediately rushed forward to seize us. 

^^ We were totally unarmed, and resistance against such 
odds would have lieen madness ; so we submitted to have 
, our arms bound— an operation which they performed rather 
roughly, but without cffetmg us any other ill treatment ; 
and then they led us toward the horsemen, one of whom 
we soon discovered to be their chief. • 

*^ The dress of my companions sufficiently betokened 
their country ; and one of the party, a negro, came for- 
ward, and inquired in tolerable Arabic, who we were, and 
whence we had come.^ Being moisfied on these points, 
and convinced, by the quantity of wreck which had floated 
on shore, that our vessel had indeed gone to pieces ; a par^y 
was left to collect such mrtides as might b^ washed up by 
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tbe sea, ivhile the rest, along with the chief, led us, still 
bound, towards the interior of th^ eountry. 

^^ After a inarch of two hours over bari;0n*, sandy ground, 
we reached a village of miserable appearance : the houses 
being constructed of mud or date-tree leaves, aild sur- 
rounded by some groves of the trees themselves. Elere 
we halted, and were welocHned in a vei^ discordant man- 
ner by the clamour of a multitude of ragged, dark-coloured 
women and filthy children, who. sallied out to see the 
prisoners, and congratulate the men upon their prize. 

^*' We were now again questioned more - particularly re- 
garding our several countries and raqks ; and here such of 
us as had any clothes worth the taking were forced to give 
them up. Among the rest they took my turban, my kabba, 
ulcaluc, and girdle. In the foriner of these were my let- 
ters of introduction, wh|ch were totally destroyed by salt- 
water ; and the latter contained the little money I carried 
with me. But the precautions I had taken in concealing 
my valuables in a worthless pair of old drawers, and fas- 
tened in a curious manner beneath my arms, were happily 
successful : neither. my drawers nor shirt were thought 
worth their taking ; so they were lefl upon me, and my 
appearance altogether- was too mean to create a suspicion 
of my possessing any thing more valuable than the money 
which bad been found in my girdle. 

'^ We now Were separated, and dbtributed among differ- 
ent masters. As for me, it appeared that I was to be. sent 
still farther into the country ; and i^r receiving a very 
scanty meal of fish with a few grains of r4ce, two of my 
companions and myself were once more forced to accom< 
pany our guard, and set off. The heat was dreadful, and 
I suffered greatly from that and from fatigue, nbr was it till 
near nightfall that we came in sight of a village, rather su- 
perior to the last in appearancie, ^wbich I found was to be 
the termination of our journey. 

^^ A chief of superior rank resided here^ and to him. It 
appeared, I was to belong. Half dead with fatigue, I was 
glad to be permitted to creep into a corner, and repose my 
weary limbs upon a mat, which, together with a dirty cotton 
cloth to cover me, were given me by an old man, who 
pitied my youth and miseraUe condition. 
^^ Next day, my two companions were sent, as I under- 
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Stood, to labour in a garden at some distance, and of them 
■I saw no more. . My &te would have been thcsaose; but 
tbe cbief, who ^as pleased with mj appearance, resolved 
to keep me near bis person. He wasa worshipper of ima* 
ges, ]tk!e all the Hindoos, and of that caste wbmh they caH 
Rajepoots, . who are aH soldiers and chiefe, and who pride* 
themsdres on a fancied descent from certain ancient fabu- 
lous heroes. He was what is called a Zemindar, or land- 
holder, in that country, possessing a considerable tract of 
country, with a good many villages and strongholds, to 
garrison which he. retained a considerable number of sol- 
diers. By mean£( of these he maintained himself as an in- 
dependent lord, although he acknowledged a degree of 
nominal obedience to the chief of Bhooj, and, in common 
with most of his neighbours,, was owner of certain piratical 
boats, which committed depredations upon the coast for 
their masters behoof. Among his retainers were several 
Arabs and other Mahometans ; and Jie intend^ to enrol 
me in the troop which was more particularly attached to 
his, person. ' , 

^^ The honour thus intended me, was in no other wise to 
niy taste, than as it exempted me from more unpleasant 
duties. I was better fed and clothed than my feUo w-suffer- 
ers, and not ill used, as I had reason to believe some of 
them were : but you may suppose. Sir, that whatever might 
be the comparative miUness.with which my misfortune 
had visited me, I still felt it heavily, particularly as it inter- 
fered with all my plans of travel. My thoughts, therefore, 
became wholly bent on endeavouring to extricate myself 
from bondage. 

^^ I will not enlarge on the many disappointments I suf- 
fered, and the despair to which I was sometimes reduced 
by tlie hopelessness of my situation. My distress was aug- 
mented by finding no one in the family of my master with 
whom I could freely converse in my own language. I 
picked up enough, indeed, of theirs to make my wants 
known ;. but Persian or Arabic were lost to me. 

^^ About two months after my shipwreck, a party of sol- 
diers, the garrison of a fort at some- distance, cama to the 
village of our chief. Among them were some Arabs, and 
it . was delightful to meet with men in whose language I 
could converse with ease. One of them was a young man, 
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a native, as be told me, of Bahrein, and coimected with 
some respectable families there; By degrees, an intimacy 
grevr up, and we communicated torone another such parts 
of jQur resp^tive stories as each deemed it prudent to dis- 
elode. ^ He had been taken by a pirate vessel about two 
years before, and, though anxious to get rid of his chains, 
had hitherto found no means of -ef&cting his escape, and 
still less c^ procuring vA sufficient sum for his ransom.— 
^ Ransom ?' demanded I ; ^ and would they give you your 
freedom Cot a- sum of. money ?' — * Certainly V replied the 
young Ar^b ; ' it^is onty because this cannot be done, that 
I Or any of us are' detained here ; — they will seH any of us 
for money, if jny friends could be informed of my situa- 
tion, they would doubtless negotiate for my release ; but vl 
have^ied to effect this for these two years past in vain.' 

^^ *• And suppose that any of us codld make ofier of the 
money, or its value, here V inquired I, 'would they accept 
it, and liberiite him ?'— ' Liberate him V echoed the Arab, 
with a scornful laugh ; ' do you believe they are such fools ? 
Did they leave a single piece -of money to one of ua when 
we were taken ? or evena decent piece of clothes ? No,-^ 
if such could be the case, they would seize the money with- 
out ceremony, and keep the captive as before. But I fancy 
none of us are in eonditioato make tbe experiment ;~*^t 
least, if they met with the same kind of usage that I did — ^ 
stripped stark naked^ and soundly beaten for resisting them 
into the bargain !' ^ 

'^ It was the first time that the idea of ransom had en- 
tered my head.- Willingly would I have given the- best of 
my hidden treasures — ay, or the whole of i^em, for my 
liberty ; but the Arab^s hint of the danger to be appre- 
hended from any indiscreet offer of the sort vvas not lost 
upon me ; aiid I saw but slender chance of receiving any 
benefit from the valuables I had preserved from pitinder. 
Nevertheless, the matter dwelt in my mind> and gave birth 
to a hope which I had not before experienced. 

'^ Not many days after this conversation, a party of 
strangers came to our village. They were the agents, as 
I understood^ of nierchantd residing at Surat and Bombay, 
who were returning firom a journey through certain districts, 
which they made annually for commercial purposes. Bc- 

21 
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iDg fitruck with the peculiai' garb worn by some of their 
number, I inquired of what class or nation they might be ; 
and was informed they were Parsees, or -Worshippers of 
fire — a race of foreigners wh6, both at Surat and Bombay, 
had grown into Vast importance, from the wealth they bad 
acquired In commerce. 

" Parsees ? — Fire-worshippers ? — my mind was carried 
back to Yezd, and I thought with a sigh of my kind and 
hospitable friend Moollah Hurmooz. Suddenly a thought 
flashed across me, .which brought all the blood to my face. 
The paper !-:-the paper given me by the Moollah I — ^if ever 
it was to be of service to me, now was the time \ The 
Moollah had enjoined me, if ever I were in want or distress, 
to show it to any of his nation whom I should meet, and to 
depend upon his aid. — I resolved to try its efficacy ; it 
could but be one more disappointment : the experiment 
could not make me worse off than I was. * 

'^^ I had secured this valuable document, apart from my 
other papers, with great care, along with my jewels; The 
other letters were destroyed by the water ; this remained, 
as I believed, unhurt, but forgotten, until brought to my 
recollection by the circumstances just related. I got it 
prepared; hope would not be repressed-^I tried to be 
calm, but was agitated beyond control. I felt that my 
fate was at stake, and, in spite of all my phiiosophyt, I ex- 
perienced the most painful anxiety. 

^^ The principal Parsee Was a portly, man of cheerful 
countenance^ with large intelligent eyes. My hopes and 
confidence grew as I watched the good-humoured expres- 
sion of hi9 &ce« The only difiiculty was to obtain an 
interview unnoticed. The merchants, had business with 
my master, who received them in his hall of audience, 
while his servants, among whom I remained, attended in 
the. court below. When they retired, I contrived to min- 
gle in their retinue, along with some others, whose curi- 
osity led them to accompany them to their tents. It was 
fiot until they were turning to dismiss their attendants, that 
I summoned resolution to linger behind my companions, 
and advancing a step or two nearer the Parsee, in a low 
Toice, and in the Persian tongue, I said, ^ My lord, your 
servant has a petition!* — ^The Parsee looked surprised, 
but readily replied m the same language, ^ Are you a Per- 
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aian, then ? What do you require of me V — ' That you 
would grant me a moment's priirate conversation. I have 
a matter of some importance to communicate.' 

^* He spoke for a moment aside to one of his compa- 
nions ; and then beckoning me to follow, led the way to 
one of the tents. — ^ What do you require then V said he ; 
^ speak confidently, we are alone.' — ^ May it please you to 
look at this paper,' replied I, holding out to him the 
note of MooUah Hurmoo2. I observed that he started 
as he looked at it; but when he had unfolded it, and 
cast his eye over the writing, his whole countenance chan- 
ged from the quiet good-bamour it had exhibilvd but the 
moment before, to an expression of the utmost surprise 
aad joyful animation. He hastily raised the paper to his 
forehead, and after muttering to himself a few passionate 
exclamations, which I could not understand, — ^ Good 
heaven'6 ! young man ! cried he, > who are you, and how 
came you possessed of this paper ? Know you what it is ? 
know you the writer of it ?' — ^ The writer of it,' replied 
T, delighted at these. favourable symptoms, Ms the excel- 
lent and respected MooUah Hurmooz of Yezd, under 
whose hospitable roof I lived a guest for more than two 
months ; and who, when I quitted it to pursue my jour- 
ney, presented me with that paper, assuring me, that, 
if ever I were in distress, upon presenting it to any of 
his race, he would not fail to serve me at my need, be it 
over so great.' 

" ' And well does the respected MooUah know his breth- 
ren \ — and truly shalt thou find that he has spoken, young 
man,' returned the Parsee, with animatioo ; ^ for there is 
not one of the poorest or meanest of our race who would 
not risk his last rupee to serve the bearer of this paper. 
You have already said enough to convince me that* you 
are the person it describes : fortunate, indeed, you are, to 
liave gained such a friend ; and all I require now, is to 
know how I may serve you.' 

" ' There is not tioK at present,' said I, ' to tell you all 
my story ; it is suflicient just now to say that I am a pri- 
soner to the chief of this viUage, wrecked upon his coast, 
plundered and detained by his people. I am informed he 
will give liberty to me or to any of his captives on recei- 
ving such ransom as he may fix. I am his prisoner, and 
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cfsnnot negotiate this nattef with ium. But you are at 
liberty, and doubtless ia safety ; procure my freedom, pro^ 
mise him the §um he may require, carry me with you to 
Bombay, aod you shall be repaid, be it ^hat it may.' 

^^ ^ Receive it back, young man !' rejoined the Parsee ; 
^ little know you those to whose agent you are now speak-^ 
ing*. Be the ransom demanded what it will — ^be it ten times 
your weight iiigold,NosoTanjee Bomajee will deem it as the 
dust beneath hi^ feet, to the gratification of proving his 
regard for MooUah Hurmooz, by giving his aid to the man 
whom l|B has honoured with this high proof of his confi- 
dence. Biit let us deal cautiously; there needs not to 
lavish wealth unnecessarily — let me manage the matter ; 
rest contented, you shall be free to accompany us to Bom- 
bay, and on easy terms too. But now you had better 
retire ; we must avoid doing prejudice to our cause by arou^ 
sing suspicion.' 

^^ I need not tell you. Sir, with how light a heart I left my 
friend the Parsee, and how I longed to know the tesult ol' 
his negotiation. But there was no need for anxiety. Co« 
WEisjee — so was the Parsee named,-^was an agent of the 
well-known Nosovanjee Bomaje^, whose dealings and 
whose riches were unbounded as his liberality, and whose 
commercial transactions, extending even into these remote 
and rude districts, gave his agents an influence with its petty 
chiefs, which even their acknowledged superior did not 
possess. So great was the benefit derived from the pur- 
chases they made of its produce, and the speculations they 
carried on in different quarters, that wild as were its inha- 
bitantg, these merchants travelled through it in perfect se- 
curity. The request of Cowasjjee for permission to cany 
me along with him, was immediately agreed to, upon pay- 
ment of a moderate sum ; and I even prevailed on him to 
extend the favour to my Arabfiiend, who had been the first 
to suggest to me th^ expedient of a ransom. 

^^ In the course of a few days, I once more embarked 
along with my new friends ; and after a short and prosper- 
ous v(^age, arrived safely at Bombay." 
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